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DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 


C HA  PT  E R I. 

OF  COUGH. 

AN  involuntary  *,  and  more  or  lefs  vio- 
lent and  quickly-repeated  expulfion 
of  air  from  the  lungs,  ftriking  againft  the  larynx, 
which  is  in  fome  meafure  conftriCted,  attended 
with  a peculiar  clangous  found,  and  generally 
preceded  by  a violent  infpiration  f , is  commonly 
named  cough . It  feems  to  be  occafioned  by  the 
fudden  and  violent  contraction  of  the  fibres  and 
mufcles,  which  are  chiefly  fubfervient  to  ex- 
piration, excited  by  irritation  occafioned  to  the 
nerves,  fibres,  and  mufcles  belonging  to  the  or- 
gans of  refpiration,  immediately  affeCting  the  in- 
ternal fenfible  membrane  of  the  larynx,  trachea, 
and  bronchia,  in  a particular  manner,  or  extended 
to  thefe  parts  ; for  it  either  commences  in  them, 
or  is  propagated  thither.  Nor  do  the  lungs  them- 
ielves  remain  free  from  this  irritation,  on  account 
of  their  being  endowed  not  only  with  nerves  and 
fenfibility,  but  alfo  with  irritability,  as  Varnier  J 
has  lately  demonftrated.  Hence  the  firft  diftinc- 
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tion  of  cough  which  arifes,  is  that  into  idiopathic , 
or  peBoral , and  into  fympathetic , or  that  which  is 
occafioned  by  confetti . 

* Although  it  may  be  fometimes  voluntarily  fuppreued,  in  con 
fequence  of  which  Haller  confidered  it  as  being  a voluntary  action , 
this  is  not  always  in  our  power. 

X Haller,  1.  c.  X Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  vol.  iii.  p.  39. 
Mem.  fur  V Irr'itab.  du  Poum.  \ where  the  author  has  very  clearly 
fhewn  that  the  lungs  in  living  animals  are  every  where  irritable  5 
for  the  lobes,  both  internally  and  externally,  when  irritated,  con- 
trad!,  become  red  and  hard,  retain  the  air,  and  admit  no  more. 
Thefe  effedts  appear  flill  more  manifeft  in  the  afpera  arteria  and 
bronchia,  on  account  of  their  having  more  evident  mufcular  fibres. 
It  likewife  there  appears  that  the  irritation  of  the  lungs  is  extended 
to  other  parts  alfo,  but  particularly  to  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
which  are  then  thrown  into  more  violent  and  frequent  action. 

2.  The  idiopathic  fpecies  is  again  divided  into 
primary , fecondary , and  fympiomatic  *.  In  like 
manner  there  are  feveral  varieties  of  the  fympa- 
thetic fpecies,  according  to  the  diverfity  of  the 
parts  from  which  it  derives  its  origin  ; namely, 
the  fior.iachic , hypochondriacal , hepatic  y diaphrag- 
matic y intejlinal , hyftericaf  inguinal , &c.  Nay, 
it  has  not  unfrequently  been  obferved  to  proceed 
likewife  from  affedtions  of  the  tedicles,  kidneys, 
bladder,  head,  and  other  parts.  Mod  authors, 
with  a great  fhew  of  truth,  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  this  fympathy  of  the  larynx,  afpera  ar- 
teria, and  lungs,  with  a good  many  other  parts, 
by  the  power  of  the  par  vagum , great  fympathetic , 
or  intercoftal  nerves,  by  which  they  influence  a!- 
mod  the  whole  body. 
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* Inftances  of  the  pcondary  and  fymptomatlc  cough  very  fre- 
quently occur  in  acute  difeafes,  in  gallric  fevers,  in  cachexy, 
fcurvy,  catarrh,  fmall-pox,  mealies,  fcarlatina,  the  miliary  dif- 
eafe,  in  a metailalis  of  the  matter  of  fever,  itch,  tinea,  achores, 
herpes,  ulcers,  and,  laflly,  in  difeafes  of  the  lungs,  as  peripneu- 
mony,  afthma,  tubercles,  vomicse,  confumption,  empyema,  pleu* 
rify,  hydrothorax,  organic  injuries  of  the  prcecordia,  hepatitis, 
contulions,  and  wounds  of  the  cheft,  and  luxation,  fra£lure,  wounds, 
&tc.  of  the  ribs. 

3.  Another  diftindlion  of  cough  is  into  7noiJl 
and  dry ; and  this  is  held  to  be  in  common 
to  every  fpecies  of  cough.  For  when  a vio- 
lent concuffion  of  the  cheft,  and  repeated  cx- 
pulfion  of  the  air  from  the  lungs,  take  place 
(1.),  whatever  is  contained  in  their  veficles,  in 
the  bronchia,  trachea,  and  larynx,  is  fhaken 
off,  and  by  the  repeated  fhocks  exprefled  from 
the  veffels  and  glands,  and  fpit  out.  If,  there- 
fore, any  fluid  be  brought  off  by  cough,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  be,  we  name  the  cough  moift  : but 
if  no  fluid  or  matter  be  difcharged,  we  name  it 
dry . But  it  is  generally  dry  at  the  beginning,  gra- 
dually becoming  moift  in  the  progrefs  of  the  com- 
plaint. It  is  named  ferina  when  it  is  very  vio- 
lent, and  lenis  when  it'  is  more  mild.  It  is  alfo 
named  continued , or  intermitting , or  periodical \ 
nodlurnal , catarrhal , rheumatic , and  epidemic , ac- 
cording to  the  period  when  it  arifes,  or  the  di- 
verfity  of  the  caufe  by  which  it  is  occafioned. 

4.  Befides  thefe  varieties,  which  are  the  prin- 
cipal, almoft  all  modern  writers  likewife  make 
mention  of  a convulfive  fpecies,  employing  a new 
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term,  although  the  difeafe  which  they  comprehend 
under  it  may  be  called  ancient,  agreeing  nearly 
with  the  tuffs  ferina , as,  according  to  Hoffman, 
Hippocrates  appears  to  have  had  it  in  view  when 
he  makes  mention  of  the  tuffs  ferina , delaffansy  or 
fuffocans . Nor  was  it  unknown  in  after  times. 
For  it  is  named  by  Sydenham  pertujfis , by  the 
French  quintey  or  coqutluche , and  by  the  Italians 
generally  toffe  canina , or  afinina . The  firft  who 
named  it  convulfive  feems  to  have  been  Willis : 
nor  did  he  name  it  fo  improperly  ; not  becaufe  it 
is  occafioned  merely  by  the  thorax  being  convul** 
fed,  which  is  common  to  almoft  every  cough, 
but  becaufe  it  attacks  the  patient  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, as  not  only  to  powerfully  conftricft  the  cheft 
and  lungs,  and  hinder  their  expanlion,  but  to 
convulfe  and  (hake  almoft;  the  whole  frame.  For 
upon  being  feized  with  it,  which  happens  at  in- 
tervals, they  are  almoft  fuffocated  ; their  face 
fwells  and  becomes  livid  ; they  tremble  all  over  ; 
a difeharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe,  eyes,  or  mouth 
takes  place ; they  vomit  whatever  they  take  in  ; 
they  void  their  urine  and  (tools  unconfcioufly  ; 
fometimes  they  remain  like  dead  people,  and 
without  power,  infomuch  that  they  require  being 
fhaken,  and  recalled  to  life  by  air  being  blown 
into  them.  Moreover,  they  feel  a fenfe  of  titilla- 
tion  in  the  larynx,  which  feems  to  extend  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  and  they  fend  forth  a pecu- 
liar found,  as  if  coming  from  the  bottom  of  their 
cheft.  But  it  is  particularly  to  be  obferved,  that 
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when  coughing  they  continue  only  to  expire 
for  fome  minutes,  without  infpiring ; and,  if  at 
length  they  recover  the  power  of  infpiring,  they 
fend  forth  a particular  hiding,  clangous  noife, 
like  a kind  of  howling,  in  confequence,  as  I ima- 
gine, of  the  air  entering  the  ftraitened  glottis,  and 
palling  it  with  difficulty.  This  cough  generally 
proves  diftreffing  to  infants  and  children,  prevails 
epidemically,  and  frequently  is  the  forerunner  of 
mealies  and  fmall-pox.  However,  it  does  not 
always  fpare  grown-up  people, 

5.  The  caufes  from  which  coryza  and  other 
catarrhal  affe£tions  proceed  *,  on  the  whole,  are 
capable  of  occafioning  cough  alfo.  Such  are,  par- 
ticularly, fudden  cold,  the  north-wind,  as  well 
as  damp,  cold  winds  ; fudden  changes  of  the 
weather  ; the  incautious  cooling  of  the  feet  or 
other  parts  ; the  imprudently  palling  from  a 
warm  to  a cold  fituation  ; an  epidemic  acrimony 
floating  in  the  air ; and  the  like.  In  confe- 
quence of  which  it  happens,  that  the  perfpirable 
matter,  which  ought  to  have  palTed  out  from  the 
lungs,  or  proceeded  from  the  whole  furface  of 
the  body,  being  retained,  and  carried  to  the  air- 
paffages,  or,  in  confequence  of  an  epidemic  miaf- 
ma  being  received  and  abforbed,  the  mucus  delli- 
ned  for  lining  the  larynx  and  trachea  acquires  a 
vitiated  acrimony,  or  the  lymph  and  blood  beco- 
ming more  copious  and  vilcid,  flow  to  them  and 
to  the  lungs,  and  accumulate  there,  and,  by  their 
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accumulation  and  dilatation,  excite  cough.  Cough 
is  likewile  excited  by  morbid  ftates  of  the  bron- 
chial glands;  by  crude  tubercles,  fcirrhus,  vo- 
micae, and  hydatids  of  the  lungs ; by  acrid  bo- 
dies paffing  or  drawn  into  the  larynx,  or  genera- 
ted there.  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  idiopathic 
and  primary  cough.  Concerning  the  fecondary 
fpecies  of  the  complaint,  and  particularly  concern- 
ing the  fcorbutic,  venerea!,  fcabious,  herpetic, 
and  other  fymptomatic  fpecies  of  more  rare  oc- 
currence, it  is  not  proper  to  treat  at  greater  length 
in  this  place. 

* See  Vol.  IV.  cliap.  xi.  Of  Gravedo , Coryza , &c, 

TH£  DIAGNOSIS . 

6.  The  cough  arifmg  from  the  caufes  above 
mentioned  (5.),  on  account  of  its  completely 
agreeing  with  catarrh  and  fluxion,  is  commonly 
named  catarrhal  and  rheumatic , that  dt  may  be 
diftinguifhed  from  other  kinds  of  cough.  Eut 
according  as  it  is  occafioned  by  a thin  or  thick 
humour,  it  ufually  aflumes  different  fymptoms, 
and  requires  a different  method  of  cure.  It  is  of 
confequence,  therefore,  to  carefully  point  out  the 
fymptoms  of  each  caufe,  that  no  error  may  be 
committed  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment.  It 
will  appear  that  the  cough  proceeds  from  a thin 
and  acrid  humour,  by  the  patient’s  being  of  a 
warm  and  dry  temperament,  of  a flender  habit 
of  body ; by  the  watering  and  rednefs  of  the 
eyes ; by  the  face  being  fuffufed  with  a red  co- 
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lour ; by  die  heavinefs  of  the  head  ; itching  of 
the  noftrils ; frequent  fneezing ; moift  coryza, 
fometimes  excoriating  the  noftrils  and  upper  lip ; 
by  the  conftant  titillation  of  the  throat,  and  fre- 
quent inclination  to  cough,  which  are  particu- 
larly fevere  in  the  evening  ; by  there  being  none, 
or  a fcanty  fecretion  of  thin  lymph,  or  faliva  ; by 
the  breathing  being  fomewhat  difficult ; by  the 
pulfe  being  generally  fomewhat  quick  and  hard  ; 
and,  laftly,  by  the  preceding  difeafes  denoting 
acrimony  of  the  fluids.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  a thick  andvifeid  humour  excites  the  cough, 
•the  patient  is  diftreffed  with  it  more  in  the  morn- 
ing ; a tenacious,  whitifh,  or  yellowifti  matter  is 
coughed  up ; the  lungs  and  bronchia  are  over- 
whelmed with  a frothy  mucus  ; the  refpiration  is 
fomewhat  oppreffed  and  laborious  ; and,  while 
infpiration  is  performed,  a noife  and  hilling,  like 
that  of  the  fluid  boiling  within,  is  heard. 

7.  From  thefe  remarks,  therefore,  the  feat  and 
caufe  cf  cough  may  be  collected,  particularly  if  it 
have  been  preceded  by  thofe  things  which  chiefly 
afleft  the  refpiratory  organs.  It  will  appear  more 
certainly  that  the  cough  is  of  the  catarrhal  kind, 
if  heavinefs  of  the  head,  coryza,  and  fome  pain  of 
the  throat  be  prefent  at  the  beginning  : but  that 
it  is  the  idiopathic  lpecies  will  be  found  princi- 
pally, if,  in  addition  to  the  fymptoms  already 
enumerated,  when  the  patient  makes  a full  infpi- 
r^tion,  or  fpeaks  for  a confiderable  length  of 
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time,  the  cough  come  on,  or  be  increafed ; if 
the  upper  part  of  the  cheft  feel  as  it  were  op- 
preffed  with  humour ; if  the  voice  at  the  fame 
time  be  hoarfe  ; if  the  expedoration  be  felt  to 
proceed  from  a greater  depth  ; if  the  thorax  and 
fternum  be  affeded  here  and  there  with  a prick- 
ling fenfation ; if  a flight  fever  and  frequent  ihiver- 
ings  come  on  at  night,  while  all  the  fymptoms 
experience  an  aggravation  in  the  evening,  as  I 
have  cl  few  ere  faid  of  the  catarrhal  fever. 

8.  I mud  obferve  that  the  cotivuljive  cough,  of 
which  I have  made  mention  above  (4,),  is  con- 
founded by  inoft  writers  with  the  tujjis  Jlomacha 
Us  (2.),  and  that  it  is  derived  from  the  ftomach 
being  loaded  with  an  acrid  and  mucous  coll u vies. 
Thofe  who  acquiefce  in  this  opinion,  in  order  to 
prove  that  the  ftomach  is  affected  in  the  convul- 
live  cough,  affirm  that  it  is  generally  followed 
by  the  vomiting  of  the  ingefta  and  mucous  mat- 
ter ; that  the  fenfe  of  titillation  extends  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach  ; that  a more  hollow  and  clan- 
gous  found,  as  if  feated  at  the  bottom  of  the  fto- 
mach, is  produced  in  it ; that  oily  matters  always 
prove  hurtful,  while  bitters,  ftomachics,  and  evacu- 
ants,  both  when  taken  by  the  mouth,  and  injeded 
by  the  anus,  prove  ferviceable  ; and,  laftly,  that 
a fimilar  cough  diftreftes  patients  during  the  pa- 
roxyfms  of  fome  intermittents,  the  fomes  of 
which  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  contained  in 
the  primed  vied*  But,  as  far  as  I can  judge,  they 


GF  COUGH. 


9 


ought  iirit  to  (hew,  which  will  be  very  difficult, 
that  the  vomiting  is  not  fympathetic,  but  idiopa- 
thic ; and,  in  like  manner,  that  the  fenfe  of  titil- 
lation  of  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  is  really  idiopa- 
thic, and  not  fallacious,  and  that  it  to  a certainty 
belongs  to  the  ftomach,  and  does  not  pafs  thither 
from  any  other  part.  In  the  next  place,  the  more 
hollow  found,  if  in  fa£t  it  be  fo,  occafioned  by  the 
cough,  feems  to  prove  nothing  certain  ; as  that 
found  cannot  be  with  certainty  referred  to  the 
abdomen,  but  to  the  cavities  of  the  cheft  and 
lungs.  Befides,  it  is  by  no  means  true  that  oily 
remedies  always  prove  hurtful,  and  bitters  and 
evacuants  ferviceable  : for  frequently  the  former 
greatly  relieve  this  cough,  although  they  fome- 
times  appear  to  be  inefficacious,  being  overcome 
by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe.  Neither  do  bitters, 
emetics,  or  purgatives  always  prove  ferviceable, 
as  I have  frequently  learnt  by  experience.  And 
if  they  ever  produce  any  good  effect,  ought  this 
always  to  be  afcribed  to  their  being  friendly  to 
the  ftomach,  and  to  their  drawing  off  the  collu- 
vies  and  caufe  of  the  complaint  ? Do  they  not 
likewife  prove  ferviceable  by  their  inciding  and 
attenuating  property,  by  giving  a fhock  to  the 
lungs,  and  by  promoting  expectoration  and  dia- 
phorefis  ? I am  therefore  difpofed  to  adopt  the  opi- 
nion ot  Home,  who  intirely  afcribed  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  convulfive  cough  and  other 
idiopathic  fpccies  of  the  complaint,  to  the  degree 
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of  irritation  which  takes  place  in  the  parts  af- 
fected being  greater  than  in  common  catarrh,  and 
to  the  greater  irritability  of  the  whole  body  *. 

* Princ.  Med.  1.2.  p.3.  fed.  5.  \ 10. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

9.  Cougi-i  is  generally  confidered  as  being 
a flight  difeafe  ; but  improperly,  for  it  frequently 
pafles  into  other  very  ferious  complaints,  as  peri- 
pneumony,  pleurify,  hemoptyfis,  angina,  phthifis 
pulmonalis,  tubercles,  vomica?,  rickets,  epiftaxis, 
abdominal  or  inguinal  hernia,  abortion,  uterine 
hemorrhages,  organic  injuries  in  the  prsecordia, 
headach,  watching,  fatal  apoplexies,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  rupture  of  the  vefiels  of  the  brain, 
and  limilar  complaints.  It  is  always  injurious  to 
the  head  and  eyes.  If  a thick  and  concoCted  ex- 
pectoration, cr  one  ftreaked  with  blood,  occur 
in  the  catarrhal  cough,  it  generally  puts  an  end 
to  the  difeafe  *.  Sometimes  a flow  of  fweat, 
fometimes  a diarrhoea,  has  cured  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  cough.  The  convulfive  cough  not  unfre- 
quently  proves  fatal  to  children  of  one  year  old, 
and  before  the  appearance  of  the  canine  teeth  ; 
in  others  it  is  not  equally  dangerous.  Thofe  pa- 
tients generally  efcape  in  whom  an  epiftaxis  oc- 
curs f . If  it  continue  long,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, and  cannot  be  alleviated  or  allayed,  it  ter- 
minates in  fcrofula,  rickets,  and  confumption  i |j. 

* Van.  Swiet.  in  Boerli.  § 830.  n.  2.  f Biffet,  Med.  FJftys 
and  Qbferv.  £.173.  $ Id.  ih.  p.178. 
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j|  Principally  on  this  account,  Butter,  in  Iris  treatife  on  tbs 
convulfive  cough,  is"  of  opinion  that  this  difeafe  has  not  its  leat 
in  the  lungs  *,  and  adds,  that  he  never  faw  rickets  and  fcrofula  pro- 
ceed from  a pulmonary  cough.  See  Edin.  Med.  EJfays , vol.  i.  But, 
with  fubmifiion  to  him,  others  have  obferved  this ) nor  is  it  diffi- 
cult to  be  explained.  Strange  ! did  he  never  obferve  phthiffs  pul- 
monalis  originate  from  convulffve  cough  ? a thing  which  is  of  fuch 
frequent  occurrence. 

THE  CURE . 

i o.  Every  cough  (i.  2.)  ought  to  be  oppofed 
by  thofe  remedies  which  correct  or  remove  its  ef- 
ficient caufe.  On  the  whole,  if  the  cough  be 
flight,  and  interrupted  with  long  intervals,  it  is 
frequently  difeufled  merely  by  the  aid  of  nature, 
by  watery,  warm  drink,  and  by  a diaphoretic  re- 
gimen. But  if  it  be  very  difireffing,  and  of  more 
frequent  occurrence,  it  requires  bleeding,  although 
fever  be  abfent,  and  fometimes  even  its  being  re- 
peated, that  the  commencement  of  inflammation 
may  be  prevented,  or  the  rupture  of  the  veffels, 
which  is  threatened,  guarded  againft.  This  is 
particularly  neceflary  in  patients  of  a fanguine 
or  plethoric  temperament,  and  in  thofe  who  are 
predifpofed  to  hemoptyfis  and  phthifis,  in  the 
dry  cough  (3.),  and  likewife  in  that  which  is  00- 
cafioned  by  an  acrid  and  warm  humour.  For 
nothing  more  certainly  removes  and  refolves  ful- 
nefs  ci  the  veflels,  congeftions,  phlogofis,  and 
fpafms,  which  are  conjoined  with  unufually 
fevere  cough,  than  bleeding  : for  fkilfi.il  practi- 
tioners obferve  and  lament  that,  in  confequence 
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of  this  being  neglePted  at  the  beginning  of  cough 
and  catarrhal  affePtions,  thefe  complaints  very 
frequently  gradually  pafs  on  to  phthifis.  After 
it,  diluent  and  diaphoretic  remedies  afford  the 
greateft  afliftance  ; for,  in  confequence  of  a gentle 
fwcat  being  kept  up,  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is 
drawn  out  and  averted  from  the  lungs. 

ii.  But  the  acrid  and  thin  humour,  which 
occafions  the  cough,  is  corrected  and  blunted  by 
diluent  and  thickening  remedies,  as  deceptions  of 
barley  and  oats  ; by  the  root  of  liquorice,  marfh- 
mallows,  faleb*,  and  cynoforchis  ; or  by  infufions 
of  tea-leaves,  thofe  of  wild-poppy  flowers,  vio- 
lets, mallows,  and  verbafeum  ; like  wife  by  whey* 
hydrogala,  the  foup  of  frogs,  fnails,  and  river- 
crabs,  emulfions  of  the  oily  and  mucilaginous 
feeds,  the  cream  of  rice,  fat  oils  recently  expreff- 
ed  without  the  aid  of  fire,  the  whited  fperma- 
ceti,  and  the  like,  which  likewife  relax  and  allay 
the  fpafmodic  contraptions.  The  following  re- 
medies aPt  more  powerfully  as  thickeners  and 
fheathers  of  acrimonies  ; namely,  pure  and  white 
gum-arabic  and  tragacanth,of  which  not  only  mix- 
tures and  linPtufes  are  prepared,  but  likewife  tab- 
lets and  troches,  with  the  addition  of  liquorice- 
juice  or  fugar,  of  which  the  moft  celebrated  are 
thofe  which  are  named  pajia  althceee.  But  when  the 
difeafe  proceeds  from  a thick  and  vifeid  humour, 
inciding  and  attenuant  remedies  are  indicated, 
fuch  as  honey,  oxymel,  the  root  of  elecampane, 
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frankincenfe,  flowers  of  benzoin  and  fulphur,  de- 
coCtions  of  raifins,  turnips,  betony,  fcabiofa, 
lung-wort,  white  horehound,  common  Virginian 
milk-wort,  American  wild  vine,  and  burdock- 
root.  The  following  remedies  are  ftill  more 
powerful  ; namely,  Venice  foap,  gum-ammoniac, 
kermes  mineral,  the  fulphur  auratum  antimonii , 
diaphoretic  antimony  without  ablution,  and  the 
like,  which  it  may  be  alfo  expected  will  be  at- 
tended with  the  additional  advantage  of  routing 
the  torpid  power  of  the  folids.  Some  of  them, 
however,  as  the  Venice  foap,  gum-ammoniac, 
and  horehound,  ought  to  be  employed  with  the 
utmoft  caution  in  an  inflammatory  difpofition  of 
the  blood,  and  in  fenfible  habits,  that  they  may 
not  prove  hurtful  by  their  acrimony  and  warmth. 

* The  root  of  faleb  is  in  great  requeft  at  prefent,  and  almoft  in- 
tirely  diffolves  into  a mucilage.  Of  the  indigenous  plants  the  root 
of  cynoforchis  is  fubhituted  in  its  place. 

12.  Revellents  alfo  produce  an  excellent  ef- 
fect ; the  chief  of  which  are  pediluvium,  epilpa- 
ftics,  and  blifters.  By  means  of  them  the  cough 
is  fometirnes  wonderfully  relieved  and  gradually 
removed,  the  expectoration  is  brought  off  more 
eafily,  the  refpiration  rendered  freer,  and  health 
fhortly  reftored,  in  confequence  of  the  morbific 
matter  being  drawn  to  another  quarter.  On  this 
account  alfo  are  to  be  recommended  cathartics 
and  clyfters,  in  confequence  of  which  the  belly 
being  relaxed,  I have  not  unfrequently  known 
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cbftinate  coughs  in  this  manner  removed.  Nay, 

I have  fometimes  feen  them  yield  merely  to  pretty 
brifk  cathartics.  I may  here  bring  in  a remark 
of  Profper  Alpinus , who  mentions  that  many  pa- 
tients who,  in  confequence  of  long-continued  ca- 
tarrhs, had  become  fo  languid  and  wafted,  that 
fcarcely  any  hopes  of  their  recovery  remained, 
were  at  length  immediately  reftored,  by  being 
very  fully  purged  by  means  of  fcammony  or  co- 
locynth 

* Dz  Med.  JEgyptor , 1.  iv.  c.  6. 

♦ 

13.  But  fometimes  the  cough  is  fo  violent, 
that,  in  fpite  of  thefe  remedies  (io.  11.  12.),  it 
dees  not  permit  the  patient  to  remain  at  reft.  We 
rnuil  therefore  have  recourfe  occafionally  to  feda- 
tives,  anodynes,  and  narcotics,  in  order  to  al- 
lay it,  and  procure  reft  and  deep  to  the  patient. 
The  water  of  violets,  water-lilly,  lettuce,  and 
wild  poppy,  or  infufions  or  conferves  of  thefe 
plants,  and  particularly  emulfions  of  the  cold 
feeds,  and  the  fyrup  of  wild  poppy,  or  the  fyru - 
pus  de  meconio  of  Sydenham,  poflefs  a gentle  and 
harmlefs  property  ; but  a more  powerful  effedl  is 
produced  by  opium,  by  the  laudanum  liquidum  of 
Sydenham,  by  the  laudanum  nepenthes  of  Quer- 
cetanus,  the  pilulee  de fcyrace  of  Sylvius,  bythofe 
of  cynoglojfa , and  other  remedies  containing 
opium,  deferibed  by  every  author.  Some  pro- 
pole  for  allaying  the  cough,  when  very  fevere, 
inhaling,  by  means  of  a funnel,  the  vapour  of 
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warm  water  in  which  the  mod  emollient  plants 
have  been  decoded.  Nor  is  this  remedy  void  of 
efficacy.  In  the  employment  of  it,  however, 
care  mufl  be  taken  that  the  fleam  may  not  be  too 
warm,  nor  employed  in  patients  in  whom  there 
feems  to  be  a tendency  to  the  fpitting  of  blood, 
or  who  labour  under  too  great  laxity  and  debility 
of  the  lungs. 

14.  Moreover,  in  the  cojtvulfivc  cough  (4.) 
experience  has  fliewn  that  it  is  attended  with  the 
greated  utility  at  the  beginning  of  the  diieafe  to 
let  blood  pretty  freely  ; to  excite  gentle  vomiting, 
and  even  to  repeat  it  when  nothing  contra-indi- 
cates it ; to  purge  the  belly  with  manna,  rhu- 
barb, and  fweet  mercury ; to  produce  ulceration 
on  the  fkin  by  means  of  cantharides,  that  the 
mucous  and  acrid  humour  may  be  diffolved  and 
drawn  out  ; at  the  fame  time  to  alleviate  the 
cough  by  means  of  demulcent,  thickening, 
abforbent,  and  paregoric  remedies.  Syden- 
ham recommends  the  curing  of  this  cough 
merely  by  bleeding,  epifpaflics,  and  gentle  ca- 
thartics *.  Huxham  ufed  firfl  to  blend  mercu- 
rials with  the  cathartics,  and  afterwards  ad- 
miniflered  the  peruvian  bark  f . According  to 
BiiTet  likewife,  a gentle  emetic,  confiding  of  oxy- 

mel  of  fquiils,  rhubarb,  and  manna,  is  the  bed  re- 

* 

medy ; after  which  he  employs  the  peruvian 
bark,  particularly  when  the  difeafe  has  taken  a 
turn,  and  longer  intervals  between  the  fits  of 


QF  COUGH. 


36' 

coughing  take  place  Of  the  emetics  are  pre- 
ferred, ipecacuanha,  tartar-emetic,  and  oxymel  of 
fquills  || . The  practice  ofthefe  authors,  however, is 
oppofed  by  Burton  §,  who  objects  to  phlebotomy, 
vomiting,  and  purging,  excepting  in  very  fevere 
cafes ; but  he  recommends  the  mixture  into  the 
compofition  of  which  cantharides  enter.  Nor  is 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  recolledt  that 
the  phyficians  of  England,  and  others  beyond  the 
Alps,  are  generally  fo  much  addi&ed  to  the  em- 
ployment of  poifons  and  violent  remedies. 

* Ep'ijl.  I.  refponfur.  f De  Morb . Epic! . T.  i.  p.  75.  T.  ii. 

p.  26.  28.  178.  X Med.  EJfays  and  Obferv.  p.  178..  ||  Med, 

EJfays , voi.  iv.  Huxham,  1.  c.  § Med.  EJfays , vol.  vii. 

15.  The  mofs  of  trees,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  oak,  is  faid  to  be  furprifmgly  efficacious  in 
the  removal  of  this  cough  (14.  ).  Baglivi  recom- 
mends a decodtion  of  it.  A fyrup  is  alfo  prepa- 
red from  it,  to  be  given  to  children  and  infants 
With  regard  to  the  deco&ion  of  this  mofs,  Metz- 
ger f employed  it  unfuccefsfully ; but  he  affirms 
this  merely  from  having  once  made  trial  of  it ; 
nor  did  he  repeat  the  experiment,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done.  Likewife  the  cup-mofs  or  lichen 
pyxidatus,  is  propofed  as  a fpecific  againft  the 
convulfive  cough  by  Van  Woenfel  ||.  He  ufed 
to  give  it,  with  the  greateft  advantage,  fweetened 
with  the  fyrup  of  mint.  Dillen,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Gerard  and  Willis,  recommended  employ- 
ing the  powder  of  it  feveral  times.  Others  pre* 
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fcribe  a decoftion  of  it  in  milk,  to  be  taken  fre- 
quently in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Some  ot  the 
moderns  prefer  the  extract  ot  hemlock  to  other 
remedies.  Butter  § records  twenty  cafes  in  con- 
firmation of  the  great  efficacy  of  this  remedy.  He 
employed  this  extract  fufficiently  diluted  in  feme 
watery  fluid  ; and  began  fil'd  with  a fmall  dofe, 
afterwards  proceeding  to  a greater.  For  a child 
not  fix  months  old  he  preferibed  half  a grain,  to 
be  taken  at  different  times  in  the  courfe  of  a 

t 

day  ; to  one  of  from  fix  months  to  two  years  old 
he  gave  a whole  grain.  To  patients  from  two 
years  of  age  to  twenty,  he  ufed  to  preferibe  as 
many  half-grains  to  be  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day  as  they  were  years  old.  In  patients  up- 
wards of  twenty  years  of  age,  he  exhibited  ten 
grains  upon  the  fird  day,  but  afterwards  increafed 
the  dofe  as  it  feemed  necefiary.  If  the  patient 
had  not  two  dools  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  he  re- 
commended adding  to  it  magnefia,  or  fal  poly- 
chred  ; which  he  ufed  to  employ  in  patients  of 
any  age  or  temperament,  or  of  either  fex,  without 
harm.  If  the  difeafe  be  combined  with  worms, 
dyfentery,  dentition,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  befides 
the  extract  of  hemlock,  he  does  not  omit  the  re- 
medies calculated  for  thefe  complaints.  Nor  is  he 
afraid  of  employing  it  in  pregnant  women,  or  in 
perfons  labouring  under  fever.  It  therefore  re- 
mains for  us  to  confirm  the  efficacy  of  this  re- 
medy, by  new  and  accurate  trials.  Some  prafti- 

Vol.  V.  # 


OF  COUGH. 


is 

tioners  alfo  have  employed  mufk  with  advantage, 
particularly  in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  pa- 
tients, and  nervous  people.  For  it  feems  to 
prove  ferviceable  on  account  of  its  polTeffing  an 
anodyne  and  diaphoretic  property.  Gorter  11,  in  a 
particular  epidemic  convulfive  cough,  experienced 
the  utility  of  a faline  and  diaphoretic  mixture. 
And,  in  fa £t,  nothing  is  attended  with  greater  ad- 
vantage than  promoting  a diaphorefis  in  a difeafe 
which  is  generally  occasioned  by  the  retention  of 
acrid  perfpirable  matter.  I myfelf  likewife,  in 
the  cafe  of  infants  and  children,  have  experienced 
great  advantage  from  the  employment  of  frefh 
butter  beat  up,  and  wailied  with  the  pureft  water, 
and  made  into  fmall  balls,  one  or  two  of  which, 
fprinkled  over  with  fugar,  were  occafionally  fwal- 
lowed.  Likewife  purified  whey,  or  milk  itfelf 
diluted  with  warm  water,  have  more  than  once 
broken  the  force  of  the  difeafe,  and  checked  its 
progrefs,  or  rendered  it  fafer. 

* The  formula  of  this  fyrup  is  to  be  found  in  the  Pharmacopoeia 
of  Wirtemberg.  f Adwerf.  Med.  par.  2.  p.  56.  % The 

cup-mofs , or  lichen  pyxidatus,  is  the  mufcus  pyxioides  terrejlris , C.  B. 
or  lichen  pyxidatus  major , Injlit.  R.  H.  Tournefort,  or  the  lichenoides 
tuhulofum  pyxtdatum  cinereum  of  Dillen.  jj  Hijl.  dc  la  Soc.  Roy . de 
Med  vol.  ii.  p.  294.  § Journ.  de  Med.  vol.  lii.  p.  523. 

f Dijfert.  de  Tiffin  which  is  well  deferving  of  perufal. 

16.  In  every  cough  of  long  continuance,  when 
the  difeafe  is  drawing  to  a clofe,  and  great  part 
of  the  matter  has  been  expectorated,  or  when  the 
catarrhal  humour  continues  to  flow  too  long,  or 
too  copioufly,  to  the  lungs,  on  account  of  a par^ 
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ticular  kind  of  atony,  and  the  body  is  wafted  in 
confequence  of  the  fpitting,  gently-ftrengthening 
and  vulnerary  medicines  are  to  be  employed,  kin- 
der which  head  come  bitters,  efpecially  if  the  de- 
bility of  rhe  ftomach,  and  relaxation  of  the  lungs 
and  habit  feem  to  foment  the  caufe  of  the  com- 
plaint. Among  thele  the  peruvian  bark  holds 
the  principal  rank.  It  is  likewife  of  remarkable 
fervice  when  the  cough  obferves  a particular  pe- 
riod. Home  alfo,  by  having  recourfe  to  this  ex- 
cellent remedy,  ufed  very  quickly  to  remove  the 
periodical  cough.  It  is  attended  with  advantage 
to  add  a little  afies  or  cows  milk  to  the  de- 
coction, or  infufion,  of  this  bark.  Many  practi- 
tioners of  the  prefect  day  propofe,  for  removing 
a long-continued  cough,  threatening  confump- 
tion,  a decoCtion  of  the  lichen  ijlandicus , to  which 
a demulcent  and  infpiffating  property  is  afcribed. 
It  is  likewife  fuppofed  by  feme  to  poflefs  a refold 
ving  and  inciding  power.  Independently  of  its 
mucilaginous  nature,  it  likewife  poffefles  fome 
degree  of  acrimony,  as  appears  from  its  emetic 
or  cathartic  virtue  when  a ftrong  decoCtion  is 
employed.  I myfelf  have  fometimes  removed 
obftinate  and  dry  coughs  by  prefcribing  the  co- 
pious drinking  of  the  aqua  nucerlna , or  aqua  vil- 
lenfis , and  by  tepid  bathing  in  foft  water.  Other 
practitioners,  particularly  the  Germans,  recom- 
mend Selter  water,  with  a third  part  oi  alfes  milk, 
to  be  taken  in  moderate  quantity  every  morning 
for  fome  weeks. 
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17.  Old  people  alfo  are  frequently  troubled 
with  cough.  It  is  proper  to  oppofe  * fuch  a 
cough,  as  being  generally  occafioned  by  a great 
quantity  of  mucus  collected  in  the  ventricles 
of  the  larynx,  and  in  the  follicles  or  cryptse  of 
the  afpera  arteria  and  bronchia,  by  inciding,  bit- 
ter, and  attenuant  remedies  (2.),  becaufe  hoarfe- 
nefs  and  gravedo  occurring  in  people  far  advanced 
in  life,  according  to  Hippocrates  f , are  not  con- 
coded.  But  becaufe  they  are  principally  liable 
to  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  affections,  they  ought 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  air  gradually,  to  avoid 
warm  bed-chambers,  to  diminifh  their  cloathing 
by  degrees,  to  go  into  a cold  bed,  to  live  in  the 
moft  temperate  apartments,  to  employ  cold  meat 
and  drink,  to  ufe  much  exercife,  and,  if  the  af- 
fection be  of  long  handing,  to  Arengthen  their 
fyftem  by  the  employment  of  bark  and  the  cold- 
bath  Thofe  who  are  troubled  with  fait  de- 
fluxions  from  the  head  do  not  well  admit  of  the 
employment  of  cathartics,  left  the  noxious  hu- 
mour be  drawn  by  the  cellular  texture  to  the  cheft 
and  lungs.  A diaphorefis  is  more  advantageoufly 
excited  in  thefe  patients  by  a decodion  of  faun- 
ders-wood  and  guaiac,  and  the  cephalic  herbs  ||. 
It  is  likewife  of  fervice  in  the  fpring-Teafon  occa- 
fionally  to  employ  the  affufion  of  cold  water 
upon  their  head  and  neck.  For  in  this  manner 
the  defluxions  from  thofe  parts  which  are  kept 
up  by  too  great  laxity,  may  be  frequently  pre- 
vented* Likewife  the  greateft  advantage  is  receL 
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ved  from  the  making  of  iffues  in  the  arms  or  legs 
by  way  of  preventative. 

* Van  Swieten  on  Boerh.  § 69.  Gortef,  Dljfcrt.de  Tiff,  § 5°° 
f Aph.  40.  fe£t.  2.  t Gazzet.  d*  Oltremonti  1762.  n.  xxxii.  edit, 
Venet.  ]|  Bennet,  Thsatr.  Tabid,  p.  119. 

s'  r 

18.  In  addition  to  thefe  directions,  the  regi- 
men proper  to  be  employed  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned. The  food  fhould  be  eafy  of  digeftion. 
Animal  food,  and  every  thing  acrid,  ought  to  be 
avoided.  The  patient  mult  abftain  from  wine, 
and  from  eating  fuppers  ; in  place  of  which, 
either  milk,  or  a barley  ptifan,  or  light  portage 
of  barley-flour  fomewhat  toafted,  may  be  fubfti- 
tuted.  It  is  likewife  neceflary  to  chufe  pure  air, 
by  means  of  which  alone  the  moft  obftinate 
coughs  are  faid  to  have  been  fometimes  removed. 
Among  thefe  remedies,  riding  in  a carriage,  or 
on  horfeback,  the  ufe  of  the  bath,  the  drinking  of 
medicated  waters,  decoCtions  of  purifying  woods 
and  roots,  and  a milk  diet,  ought  to  be  chiefly  tried; 
to  fay  nothing  of  cauteries,  the  advantage  of 
which,  in  a moift  habit  of  body,  with  bad-condi- 
tioned fluids,  muft  appear  evident. 

19.  1 fhall  pafs  over  the  fecondary,  fymptoma- 
tic,  and  fympathetic  coughs.  For  as  all  of  them 
originate  from  other  difeafes,  and  morbid  affec- 
tions of  other  parts,  they  require  the  fame  me- 
thod of  cure  which  is  calculated  for  the  difeafes 
and  caufes  from  which  they  proceed.  Their 
cure,  therefore,  depends  upon  that  of  fcurvy, 
lues  venerea,  fcrofula,  amenorrhcea,  meafles,  fe- 
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Vers,  peripneumony,  pleurify,  aflhma,  hydrotfiO-* 
rax,  phthifis,  vitiated  chyle  in  the  primes  vies? 
dyfpepfy,  worms,  obftrudtions  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  hyfteria,  hypochondriafis,  &c. 


CHAPTER  II. 

CONCERNING  THE  SPITTING  OF  BLOOD, 
ESPECIALLY  HEMOPTYSIS. 

i 

20.  Blood  which  is  fpit  out  by  the  mouth 
may  be  difeharged  from  various  parts,  as  the 
gums,  tongue,  palate,  fauces,  uvula,  noftrils, 
pharynx,  cefophagus,  ftomach,  larynx,  afpera 
arteria,  and  lungs.  It  is  difeharged  exadtly  in 
the  fame  way  as  tbofe  already  mentioned  in  the 
Differtation  on  Epiftaxis  (Vol.  IV.  c.  xii.).  But 
from  whatever  part  the  hemorrhage  takes  place, 
it  has  obtained  the  generic  name  of  hemoptyjis . 
Riverius,  however,  induced  by  the  authority  of  Ga- 
len, is  of  opinion  that  hemoptyjis  ought  to  be  diftin- 
guiihed  from  bloody  f pitting  Hoffman,  Lud- 

wig, Platner,  and  a good  many  other  modern 
authors,  agree  in  opinion  with  Riverius,  and  not 
without  reafon.  They  fay  that  the  word  hemop- 
tyjis is  properly  applied  only  to  a dilcharge  of 
pure  blood  iffuing  in  confiderable  quantity  from 
the  lungs,  and  that,  therefore,  the  word  is  not 
to  be  employed  indiferiminately.  However,  if 
any  one  be  difpofed  to  apply  the  term  hemoptyjis 
likewife  to  blood  difeharged  from  the  larynx, 
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er  afpera  arteria,  lie  may  do  fo  with  all  my  heart ; 
nor  {hall  I find  fault  with  him,  fince  it  may  be 

I ' 

confidered  as  being  a {lighter  degree  of  hemopty- 
fis. 

* De  Crifib.  1.  i.  c.  I . 

21.  But  hemoptyfis  (20.)  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  confounded  with  the  expectoration  ftreaked 
with  blood  which  pleuritic  and  peripneumonic 
patients  difcharge  ; nor,  according  to  Hoffman, 
with  that  which  fucceeds  to  an  external  and  vio- 
lent caufe,  as  a wound,  contufion,  blow,  or  fevere 
fall.  For  genuine  hemoptyfis  is  an  hemorrhage 
of  the  refpiratory  organs  proceeding  from  an  ex- 
ternal caufe,  as  plethora,  or  a particular  dyfcrafy 
of  the  blood,  or  from  the  organization  of  the 
lungs  being  injured,  or  from  a folution  of  their 
continuity.  I find,  moreover,  that  Coelius  Au- 
relianus,  Nicolaus  Pifo,  and  others,  make  a dif- 
tinClion  between  the  fputum  fanguinis , and  the 
Jluor  fanguinis , fuppofing  that  the  former  takes 
place  when  the  blood  is  difcharged  fparingly,  or 
clotted,  and  mixed  with  phlegm  and  other  hu- 
mours ; and  that  the  latter  takes  place  when  the 
blood  is  brought  off  pure,  of  a bright  florid  co- 
lour, and  in  great  quantity.  Although  this  man- 
ner of  diftinguifhing  thefe  affections  be  now  ob- 
folete,  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  have  noticed  what 
the  ancients  meant  by  thefe  terms,  that  any  con- 
fufion  or  ohfcurity  which  might  occur  in  reading 
their  works  may  be  removed.  For  nearly  the 
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fame  diftin&ion,  which  is  made  at  present  be- 
tween th t /pitting  of  blood  and  real  hemoptyfis , wa3 
formerly  by  tome  made  between  the  fpitting  of 
blood  and  the  jluor fanguinis . 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

22.  Since,  therefore,  blood  may  be  dlfcharged 
from  the  mouth  in  fo  many  ways  (20.),  we  muft 
next  inquire  by  what  marks  we  may  afcertain  from 
whence  it  proceeds.  If  it  come  from  the  gums, 
tongue,  or  palate,  it  is  difcharged  limply  by  fpit- 
ting, and,  on  infpe&ing  the  mouth,  it  ealiiy  appears 
from  wThat  part  it  iiTues.  Moreover,  that  which 
proceeds  from  the  gums,  as  frequently  happens  in 
fcorbutic  people,  is  more  ferous,  lefs  dark  in  the 
colour,  or  fometiines  even  blackifh.  But  if  it 
proceed  from  the  palate,  fome  titillation  is  felt 
there  ; and,  for  the  mod  part,  heavinefs  or  pain 
of  the  head,  or  tinnitus  aurium,  or  throbbing  of 
the  temples  and  forehead,  or  a night’s  reft  have 
preceded  its  appearance.  This  laft  very  frequent- 
ly appears  in  the  morning  after  deep.  But  that 
which  proceeds  from  the  fauces,  uvula,  or  infide 
of  the  noftrils,  is  brought  off  merely  by  hawking, 
without  cough.  Sometimes,  however,  it  excites 
a flight  cough,  or  defire  to  vomit,  according  as 
fome  of  the  blood  falls  either  into  the  larynx  or 
cefophagus.  Moreover,  the  part  can  be  infpefted, 
and  fome  thing  bloody  is  always  blown  from  the 
nofe,  if  it  dcfcend  from  it  to  the  fauces.  But 
whenever  blood  is  blown  from  the  nofe,  we  mult 
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not  immediately  conclude,  that  that  which  is  dis- 
charged from  the  mouth  comes  from  the  fauces 
and  noftriis  For  it  frequently  happens,  that  the 
blood  is  difcharged  from  the  larynx  with  fuch 
force,  that  fome  part  of  it  paffes  upwards  into  the 
cavities  of  the  noftriis,  and  may  be  difcharged 
from  them.  From  which  examples  it  is  quite 
evident,  that  fuch  a fymptom  is  fallacious,  and 
therefore  not  always  to  be  depended  upon.  It 
likewife  happens,  as  I myfelf  have  repeatedly  ob- 
ferved,  that  while  blood  is  difcharged  from  the 
lungs,  the  veffels  of  the  nofe,  in  confequence  of 
the  violent  effort  of  coughing,  are  burft  at  the 
fame  time,  and  thus  a difcharge  of  blood  takes 
place  from  both  thefe  parts.  We  muff,  there- 
fore, guard  againft  rafhly  concluding  that  both 
difcharges  of  blood  proceed  from  the  nofe  only. 

23.  When  the  blood  proceed*  from  the  oefo- 
phagus  or  ftomach,  it  is  generally  thick  and 
black ; fometimes,  alfo,  but  very  rarely,  it  has 
the  appearance  of  water  in  which  flefh  has  been 
wafhed,  and  it  is  only  ejected  by  vomiting.  It 
is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  occafionally,  by 
vomiting,  the  blood  which  is  chiefly  difcharged 
by  the  fauces  during  deep,  and  has  penetra- 
ted into  the  ftomach,  is  thrown  off.  But  when 
it  proceeds  from  the  ftomach,  a fenfe  of  pain, 
weight,  anxiety,  and  heat,  is  generally  perceived, 
and  the  fymptoms  -which  indicate  an  affeftion  of 
the  lungs  and  other  parts,  are  abfent.  In  confe- 
quence of  a flight  cough  and  motion,  blood  is 
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difcharged  from  the  veffels  of  the  larynx  and  a£* 
pera  arteria.  Befides,  a fenfe  of  itching  and  fome 
degree  of  heat  are  felt  in  the  trachea  itfelf,  and 
feein,  in  fome  meafure,  to  rife  upwards,  be- 
fore the  blood  appears  in  the  mouth.  If  the 
blood  proceed  from  a deeper  feat,  or  from  the 
lungs,  it  is  generally  expelled  by  a more  violent 
cough  ; it  is  florid  and  frothy,  from  the  air  with 
which  it  is  mixed,  and  caufes  a peculiar  found 
within.  Hence  Hippocrates  has  juftly  obferved, 
c<  Blood  which  is  fpit  out  frothy,  comes  from  the 
lungs  But  if  a fit  of  coughing,  vociferation,  or 
any  thing  fimilar,  by  which  the  lungs  are  known  to 
be  injured,  have  preceded,  or  if  a pain  f , or  fenfe 
of  weight,  be  felt  in  the  breaft,  or  if  the  breath  be 
drawn  with  difficulty,  or  if  it  be  accompanied 
with  a fenfe  of  pricking  or  rending  any  where, 
efpecially  at  the  (boulder-blades,  or  if  a greater 
quantity  of  air  cannot  be  taken  in  without  the 
cough  and  fpitting  of  blood  being  increafed,  or 
excited,  we  can  no  longer  doubt  that  the  blood 
has  been  difcharged  from  the  lungs.  In  the  laft 
place,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  fometimes,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a flight  and  lcarceiy  obfervable  cough, 
blood  is  brought  up,  which,  therefore,  may  ap- 
pear to  proceed  from  the  top  of  the  larynx,  al- 
though the  quantity  of  it,  and  the  effects  which 
follow,  frequently  fhew  that  there  has  been  a de- 
ception in  the  cafe,  and  that  it  has  really  proceed- 
ed from  the  lungs,  or  at  leaft  from  the  bronchia. 
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* Apli.  13.  feel.  5.  Coac.  n.  433. 

f It  was  formerly  fuppofed,  that  the  lungs  were  infenfible,  on 
account  of  being  deftitute  of  nerves,  or,  if  any  went  to  them,  be- 
c&Ufe  they  were  diftributed  merely  upon  their  external  furface,  be- 
ing derived  from  the  Jixth  pair , which  is  now  called  the  eighth.  Oil 
which  account,  molt  of  the  ancients  taught  that  the  fpitting  of 
blood  took  place  from  the  lungs,  without  pain  -7  which,  although 
it  fometimes  happens,  is  by  no  means  an  invariable  occurrence. 
For  anatomical  refearch  has  demonftrated,  that  the  lungs  are  pro- 
vided with  nerves  \ and  that  they  are  likewife  endowed  with  fenfibi- 
lity  internally,  appears  from  the  obfervations  of  phyficians  (par.  1.) 
The  ancients  themfelves  learnt  from  experience,  that  the  blood  is 
fometimes  effufed  from  the  bottom  of  the  cheft  with  a particular 
fenfe  of  pain  \ which,  when  they  obferved  it  to  happen,  that  they 
might  not  bid  farewel  to  their  preconceived  notion  concerning  the 
infenfibility  of  the  lungs,  they  faid  that  it  was  then  difeharged  from 
the  thorax,  or  from  the  pleura,  which  they  conlidered  as  being 
highly  fenfible,  not  from  the  lungs  *,  nor  did  they  know,  that  this 
is  intirely  inconliftent  with  anatomical  and  phyliological  fa£L  For, 
in  attempting  to  avoid  one  error,  they  did  not  perceive  that  they 
■were  involving  themfelves  in  another  of  equal  magnitude.  Nor  is 
the  reality  of  the  fenfibility  of  the  lungs  invalidated  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Vefali,  though  an  anatomift  otherwife  of  the  greateft  cele- 
brity, who,  upon  feveral  occafions,  but  principally  in  the  cafe  of 
Count  de  Bura,  obferved  extenfive  fuppurations  of  the  lungs,  with- 
out their  being  affedled  with  pain  7 which  is  a circumftance  of  rare 
occurrence.  But  it  is  then  probable  that  a fenfe  of  pain  is  not  ex- 
cited, becaufe  the  fenfibility  of  the  pulmonary  nerves,  in  confequence 
of  the  congeftion  and  compreffion  of  the  lungs,  or  any  other  caufe, 
becomes  deadened,  and  as  it  were  obliterated  7 or  becaufe  their  ten- 
fion,  diftradtion,  and  laceration  is  fo  flow  as  to  occafion  no  pain. 
Moreover,  if  there  be  not  wanting  inflances  of  the  abfence  of  pain  in 
pulmonary  complaints,  we  have  many  more  of  its  prefence.  Like- 
wife the  late  experiments  of  Lorry,  made  upon  living  animals,  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  fa6l,  that  the  lungs,  and  efpecially  their  in- 
ternal parts,  as  the  bronchia,  are  really  endowed  with  fenfibility;  a cir- 
cumftance  well  worthy  of  remark.  Exper.  fur  PIrritab.  &c. 

24.  It  is  likewife  of  great  confequence  to  know, 
that  the  blood  which  is  poured  out  from  the  lungs 
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is  not  always  of  a bright  florid  colour  and  frothy 
(23.),  but  fometimes  appears  black,  denfe,  and  clot- 
ted. For  it  puts  on  this  appearance  either  after  re- 
maining ftagnant  in  the  lungs,  and  their  veficles,  or 
while  it  has  fuddenly  flowed  out  of  varicofe  and 
aneurifmatic  veflels,  in  which  it  had  become  al- 
moft  coagulated.  It  is  likewife  coughed  up  black, 
and  altogether  fpungy,  according  to  Baglivi 
( Rar.  AjrfeEL  Hepat ,)9  when  any  part  of  the 
lungs  has  become  fphacelated.  For  which  rea- 
fons  the  fymptoms  enumerated  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  conjointly,  that  we  may  be  able  to  define 
with  fafety  the  particular  feat  from  which  the 
blood  flows ; and  much  caution  is  requifite,  that 
we  may  not  be  deceived  in  our  judgment. 
For,  when  taken  feverally,  and  when  thofe  of  lefs 
frequent  occurrence  are  overlooked,  they  are  apt 
to  confound  and  mifiead  the  judgment. 

25.  With  refpedt  to  the  proximate  caufe  of  he- 
moptyfis,  it  is  either  the  rupture  of  the  veflels, 
named  in  Greek,  rbexis  and  dicer efts ; or  erofion, 
called  diabrofis,  or  the  enlargement  of  the  orifices 
and  fmall  mouths  which  open  inwards,  denomi- 
nated anajtomojis . T he  rbexis  and  dicerefs  is  con- 
fidered  as  being  the  moft  frequent  of  them  all  ; 
the  diabrofis  is  of  rare  occurrence,  happening 
chiefly  in  phthifis  and  ulcers  of  the  lungs.  Ge- 
nerally, however,  acrimony  of  the  fluids  does  not 
occafion  diabrofis,  but  fpafin 5 in  conlequence  of 
which  the  veflels  becoming  contradict!,  difturb  the 
regular  diftribution  of  the  bleed,  forcing  it  vio- 
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lently  into  freer  paffages,  whence,  being  diftended 
by  the  impetus,  they  muft  neceffarily  become 
ruptured.  Laftly,  the  anaftomofis  is  of  very  rare 
occurrence,  but  not  fo  much  in  women  as  in 
men,  in  confequence  of  the  defect  of  the  ufual 
evacuations  of  blood. 

26.  A predifpofition  to  hemoptyfis  is  occafioned 
by  a (lender  habit  of  body  ; by  a fmall,  long 
neck  ; by  a narrow  cheft  ; by  a bad  conformation 
of  it,  particularly  gibbofity,  or  depreffion  oi  it ; 
by  a delicate  and  lax  habit  of  the  whole  body, 
but  efpecially  of  the  lungs  ; by  the  choleric  or 
fanguine  temperament ; by  an  hereditary  taint ; 
by  plethora ; by  defect  of  cuftomary  evacuations 
of  blood  from  the  nofe,  uterus,  or  hemorrhoidal 
piles  ; by  polypous  concretions  in  the  pulmonary 
veffels,  or  in  the  left  fmufes  of  the  heart  ; by  the 
preternatural  compreflion,  congeftion,  or  dilata- 
tion of  thefe  ; by  obftrudions  of  the  abdominal 
vifeera ; by  conftridion  of  the  abdomen ; by 
fpafms  ; by  various  acrimonies,  efpecially  proceed- 
ing from  feurvy,  whether  they  fimply  occafion 
irritation,  or  refolve  the  crafis  of  the  blood,  or 
caufe  an  erofion  of  the  veffels.  Youth  is  more 
prone  to  hemoptyfis,  and  the  period  of  life  from 
nineteen  to  thirty-five.  Hence  Hippocrates  has 
obferved  : “ Young  people  are  liable  to  fpitting 
of  blood,  confumptions,  acute  fevers,  epilepfy,  and 
other  complaints,  but  efpecially  thofe  already  men- 
tioned.” (Aph.  29.  fed.  3.) 

27.  The  complaint  is  excited  by  violent  drain- 
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ing  of  the  cheft  or  lungs  in  raifing  weights,  in 
dancing,  iinging,  coughing,  roaring,  playing  upon 
the  flute,  or  blowing  a trumpet ; at  ftool,  or  du- 
ring parturition ; by  too  tight  binding  of  the  neck, 
cheft,  or  abdomen  ; by  warm  and  dry  air,  or  that 
which  is  too  much  rarified,  as  it  is  upon  the  tops 
of  mountains,  or  too  cold  and  moift ; by  excefs 
in  the  ufe  of  wine,  all  kinds  of  fermented  liquor, 
and  acrid  and  heating  things  ; too  violent  mo- 
tion of  the  body  in  running,  wreftling,  in  play-* 
ing,  and  in  venery ; the  mounting  of  flairs  and 
fteep  places ; rage,  joy,  and  other  hidden  emo- 
tions of  mind. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

28.  The  fpitting  of  blood  which  proceeds  from 
the  gums,  tongue,  noftrils,  uvula,  and  fauces,  is  ge- 
nerally void  of  danger ; which  is  not  the  cafe 
with  that  which  proceeds  from  the  oefophagus 
and  ftomach,  if  it  be  copious.  But  of  it  hereaf- 
ter I (hall  likewife  afterwards  fpeak  of  the 
fpitting  of  blood  peculiar  to  pleurify  and  perip- 
neumony,  and  which,  after  the  turn  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  a favourable  prognoftic  f . Nor  is  a flight 
fpitting  of  blood  confidered  as  being  of  much 
confequence,  when  it  proceeds  from  the  top 
of  the  larynx,  on  account  of  fpafmodic  contrac- 
tions of  the  hypochondres,  by  which  the  blood  is 
impelled  thither  with  greater  violence,  and  torced 
out. 

Chap.  iv.  P.  II.  of  this  volume,  par.  46.  5°* 
f Chap.  iv.  par.  105.  116.  117. 
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29.  But  genuine  hemoptyfis  is  never  free  of 
danger.  Hippocrates  took  notice  of  this  when 
lie  obferved  : u A difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
mouth,  of  whatever  kind  it  may  be,  is  bad.” 
(Aph.  15.  feci.  7.)  Like  wife  that  which  is  black, 
clotted,  and  fpungy  (24.),  is  unfavourable,  as  im- 
porting aneurifms,  varices,  or  fphacelus.  In  par- 
ticular, great  danger  is  occafioned  by  a copious 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  lungs,  hecaufe 
it  may  either  immediately  prove  fatal,  or, 
by  the  exceflive  quantity  of  it  collected  within 
the  veficles  or  bronchia  themfelves,  it  may  occa- 
iion  fuffocation,  or  deprive  the  heart  of  the  ufual 
influx  of  blood,  or  opprefs  the  lungs  by  its  bulk 
or  weight,  and  thus  give  rife  to  a fudden  and  fa- 
tal fyncope,  or  afphyxia.  But  if  thefe  accidents 
by  good  fortune  be  efcaped,  there  is  at  leaft  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  very  fevere  and  incurable  ulcers 
in  the  lungs,  and  ftill  more  fo  the  more  impure 
the  body  is,  or  if  it  at  the  fame  time  labour  under 
a bad  ftate  of  the  fluids,  or  any  difeale  which  is 
the  confequence  of  fuch  a ftate.  Hippocrates  has 
therefore  with  juftice  obferved  : “ The  fpitting 
up  of  pus  mixed  with  blood  is  a bad  fign.”  (Aph. 
15.  feci.  7.)  But  this  is  principally  true  if  a 
flight  fever  at  the  fame  time  come  on,  which  ne- 
ver wholly  leaves  the  patient,  called  a JIow  amphe- 
merina . For  in  that  cafe  phthifis  is  faid  to  be  ap- 
proaching. 

30.  That  which  defcends  to  children  and  grand- 
children, as  it  were  hereditarily,  is  much  more 
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dangerous  and  difficult  of  cure.  That  fpecles  alfo 
is  attended  with  more  danger  which  originates 
from  the  rupture  of  a large  veffel,  or  from  a deep 
feat,  than  one  occafioned  by  the  rupture  of  a 
fmaller  veffel,  or  proceeding  from  a more  fuper- 
ficlal  feat.  The  former  difeharges  a greater 
quantity  of  blood,  the  latter  a fmaller  ; fo  that 
the  more  copious  fpitting  of  blood  denotes  more 
danger,  and  the  more  fparing  lefs.  Upon  the 
whole,  that  fpecies  is  reckoned  to  be  more  fevere 
and  dangerous  which  is  occafioned  by  diabrofis . 
At  the  beginning  of  it,  indeed,  the  blood  is  dif- 
charged  fparingly,  and  is  of  a fait  tafte,  but  is 
gradually  poured  out  in  greater  quantity,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  mouth  of  the  veffel  being  enlarged 
by  the  erofion  which  takes  place.  An  inveterate 
and  chronic  hemoptyfis,  or  that  which  fupervenes 
upon  phthifis  pulmonalis,  defies  the  power  of 
medicine. 

31.  Neverthelefs,  experience  has  frequently 
fhewn,  that  not  a few,  to  whom  timely  affiflance 
is  given,  and  who  rigoroufly  abide  by  the  regula- 
tions with  refpedt  to  diet  preferibed  to  them, 
efcape  from  genuine  hemoptyfis,  even  when  it  is 
copious,  and  returns.  But  Platner  advifes  allow- 
ing it  to  go  on  for  the  firft  three  days.  Likewife 
iefs  trouble  is  occafioned  by  the  hemoptyfis  pro- 
ceeding from  air  which  is  too  much  rarified,  or 
from  the  fuppreffion  of  the  catamenia,  or  from  de- 
led. of  any  other  evacuation,  as  it  generally  takes 
place  either  by  anajlomofis , or  exfudation . Lefs 
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apprehenfion  alfo  is  excited  by  the  fpecies  which 
proceeds  from  vociferation,  or  violent  motion, 
than  by  that  which  is  cauied  by  dlabrofis . In 
general,  when  patients  labouring  under  hemop- 
tyfis  are  llightly  affe&ed,  without  fever,  cough, 
and  pain,  and  when  thin  blood  is  lpit  out  for 
fourteen  days,  it  affords  a favourable  mark.  But 
it  is  a bad  fymptom,  as  we  are  told  in  the  Coacce 
Pramotiones  (N.  427.),  when  the  patients  labour 
under  a fmart  fever,  and  cough,  or  pain,  and  al- 
ways fpit  up  frefh  blood. 

\ 

THE  CURE . 

32.  Hemoptysis  requires  nearly  the  fame 
method  of  treatment  as  that  which  I have  re- 
commended when  treating  of  epiftaxis  (Vol.  IV.  c. 
xii.) ; and  if  there  be  any  difference  between  them, 
it  arifes  from  the  part  affedted,  from  the  cauie,  or 
from  an  impending  difeafe.  When,  therefore, 
blood  is  forcibly  difchargcd  from  the  lungs,  it 
mull  immediately  be  drawn  in  confiderable  quan- 
tity from  a vein,  the  extent  to  which  it  fhould  be 
taken  being  regulated  by  the  patient’s  ftrength, 
pulfe,  age,  temperament,  and  habit ; and  it  may 
be  advantageoufly  repeated,  particularly  when  the 
hemoptyfis  returns,  if  the  patient  be  of  a full  ha- 
bit of  body,  warm,  and  feverifh.  It  is  a matter 
of  no  great  moment  from  what  part  it  be  drawn, 
provided  it  be  done  quickly.  Many,  however,  con- 
fider  it  as  more  advifeable  firft  to  open  the  inferior. 
Vol.  V.  C 
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and  afterwards  the  fuperior  and  neighbouring 
veins.  Nor  ought  a perfon  to  be  deterred  from 
opening  a vein  by  the  quantity  of  blood  difchar- 
ged,  provided  the  pulfe  do  not  fall,  nor  the  vef- 
iels  appear  empty.  We  muft  certainly  have  re- 
coil rfe  to  this  powerful  remedy  with  caution,  but 
not  timoroufly,  unlefs  manifeft  colliquation,  thin- 
nels,  difiolution,  or  corruption  of  the  blood,  con- 
tra-indicate it.  For  the  appulfe  of  the  blood  to 
the  lungs,  and  the  ccngeftion  there,  are  diminifh- 
ed,  and  the  veflels  being  lefs  diftended,  are  enabled 
to  contract  themfelves,  and  become  united.  The 
prophylaxis  alfo,  with  refpedt  to  perfons  who 
have  an  hereditary  tendency  to  confumption 
confifts  almoft  intirely  in  this.  Nor  ought  the 
other  kinds  of  revulfion,  of  which  I have  repeat- 
edly fpoken,  as  cupping-glafles,  ligatures,  and  cly- 
fters,  to  be  omitted,  in  order  to  obtain  the  defired 
end. 

* VicT.  Pijfert.  de  Ratione  Veneftcliotus  in  Hamoptoicis  in  Adverfar . 
Med.  PraB . Ludwig.  P.  I.  p.  145.  Likewife  Ernefti  Valentini  Co- 
hzuknii  iJi/ftrtatio  de  Noxa  Timiditatis  in  Hamoptyfeos  Curatione ; which 
may  be  found  in  Ad.  N.  C.  vol.  i.  p.  33. 

33.  In  the  mean  time  the  patient  ought  to 
recline  in  bed,  with  his  head  and  cheft  railed 
high,  as  if  he  were  fitting,  and  ought  to  refrain 
from  all  kind  of  motion  of  body,  particularly  any 
exertion  of  the  cheft,  as  well  as  emotions  cf  mind  ; 
and  he  ought  to  avoid  even  fpeaking,  or  at  ieaft 
to  fpeak  whatever  he  wifties  to  lay  in  a low  voice, 
and  as  briefly  as  poflible.  He  ought  to  flecp  in 
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a chamber  rather  inclining  to  cold,  to  be  (lightly 
covered  in  bed,  not  to  derange  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  by  too  tight  cloaths,  and  he  ought, 
with  all  poffible  care,  to  avoid  coughing,  as  well 

as  warm  drink  or  lood. 

» ^ 

34.  Internally  thofe  remedies  fhould  be  ad- 
imniftered  which  are  oppofed  to  the  well-known 
caufes  of  the  complaint.  Exceffive  heat  of  the 
blood,  as  well  as  too  great  tenuity  of  it,  may  be 
allayed  by  means  of  cold  water,  emulfions  of  the 
farinaceous  feeds,  nitre,  abforbent  earths,  faturated 
with  feme  vegetable  acid,  and,  laftly,  by  means  of 
the  mineral  acids.  Of  thefe  various  formulas  are 
prepared,  according  as  the  circumftances  and  tafte 
of  the  patient  appear  to  require.  I may  obferve, 
however,  that  acids  for  the  moft  part  not  only 
aggravate  the  cough,  but  even  excite  it  ; than 
which  nothing  is  more  pernicious.  When  this 
happens,  as  I have  frequently  obferved,  they  mu  ft 
immediately  be  laid  ahde.  This  inconvenience, 
however,  may  in  fome  meafure  be  avoided,  by 
diluting  the  acids  which  we  with  to  employ,  and 
mitigating  them  by  means  of  mucilaginous  and 
oily  remedies,  by  blunting  their  acrimony  by 
means  of  abiorhents,  and  by  the  addition  of  fome 
opium.  It  is  therefore  vyith  reafon,  as  I think, 
that  the  mixture  named  Sylviana , from  its  in- 
ventor, is  held  in  eftimation.  Its  compofition  is 
as  follows  : — -Rec.  Aq.  plantag.  nnc.  vj.;  acct.  diJllL 
unc . femis ; corallior . rubr.  ei  ter.  figillat . JmguL 
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drach . dimid. ; opii  gran . ij. ; fyrup . dc  me  con.  uncdy 
de  qua  fubinde  cochlear . dari  confuevit . By  means  of 
this  mixture  the  heat  of  the  blood  is  allayed,  and  if 
any  clotted  blood  happen  to  flick  in  the  pulmonary 
vehicles,  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  diffolved  by  it,  while 
the  cough  and  fpafms  are  allayed  and  prevented. 

35.  The  (pitting  of  blood,  which  is  not  unfre- 
quently  occafioned  in  hypochondriacal  and  hyfle- 
rical  people  (38.)  by  fpafms  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  belly  and  thorax,  is  fuppreffed  principally  by 
opium,  by  oily  and  emollient  injections,  by  warm 
pediluvium,  and  other  antifpafmodics.  Among 
the  preparations  of  opium,  the  principal  in  this 
complaint  are  faid  to  be  the  laudanum  cydoniatum , 
the  vegkable  32thiops,  the  diafcordium  of  Fracaftor, 
and  Dekers’s  pills,  which  feem  to  be  like  wife 
poffefFed  of  fome  aftringent  property.  Acrimony 
of  the  fluids,  if  the  complaint  be  occafioned  by 
it,  ought  to  be  oppofed  by  means  of  mucilagi- 
nous, farinaceous,  fatty,  oily  remedies,  by  gum- 
arabic,  and  gum-tragacanth,  of  which  the  two  laft 
mentioned  likewife  poffefs  an  agglutinant  virtue, 
Clerc  ( Hi/l . de  l Homme  Malad.  vol.  ii.  p.  36.) 
makes  mention  of  an  hemoptyfis  having  been  cu- 
red, which  had  continued  to  return  every  now 
and  then  for  three  years,  accompanied  with  a 
dreadful  cough,  by  means  of  a remedy  which 
confided  ol  two  pounds  of  barley-water,  and  an 
ounce  of  gum-arabic  diffolved  in  it,  employed  for 
fome  length  of  time.  The  Profeffor  of  Medicine 
at  Bologna,  whofe  pupil  I was  for  feveral  years, 
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lifed  to  mention  in  his  lectures,  that  he  had 
recovered  from  an  hemoptyfis,  arifing  from 
acrimony  of  the  blood,  with  which  he  had 
been  attacked  when  a young  man,  merely  by  the 
copious  and  long-continued  employment  of  the 
the  powder  of  gum-arabic,  and  arrived  at  fuch 
advanced  okl  age  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  indivi- 
duals. 

36.  In  no  complaint  more  frequently  than  in 

hemoptyfis  does  the  degree  of  danger,  and  appre- 
henfion  both  of  the  patient  and  by-ftanders,  oblige 
the  phyfician,  however  reluctantly,  to  have  fpeedy 
recourfe  to  ajlringents . But  thefe,  if  they  be 

really  fuch,  either  by  no  means  appear  to  reach 
to  the  veiTeis  which  are  ruptured,  or  in  any  other 
way  opened,  or,  if  they  do,  do  not  feem  to  be 
at  all  fafe  ; becaufe,  by  means  of  them,  conge- 
flions,*  tubercles,  vomicse,  and,  laftly,  phthi- 
fis,  may  be  occafioned.  For  the  very  delicate 
and  irritable  texture  of  the  parts  cannot 
bear  their  violence  without  the  vefiels  becoming 
corrugated,  fpafmodically  contracted,  and  ob- 
ftruCting  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood.  On 
which  account  Cohaufen,  after  feveral  other  ce- 
lebrated phyficians,  very  prudently  warns  us  not 
to  have  recourie  to  them  too  haflily, 

37.  However,  fome  particular  remedies,  when 
it  feems  a proper  time  for  flopping  the  hemor- 
rhage, on  this  account  are  univerfally  celebrated. 
Among  thefe  the  principal  rank  is  held  by  the 
juice  of  the  urtica , efpecially  of  that  named  trior* 
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tucty  that  of  plantain,  comfrey,  and  ground-ivy. 
Some  are  doubtful  whether  thefe  juices  prove 
aftringent,  or  refolving  and  cooling,  or  a£t  in  any 
other  fimilar  way.  In  like  manner  the  fu?igus  Me - 
litenfis  is  very  remarkable  for  its  aftringent  pro- 
perty, as  is  affirmed  by  fome  authors,  not  apt 
to  be  over  credulous,  who  have  tried  its  effedts 
upon  the  blood  ; nor  have  they  dared  to  de- 
ny to  it  the  property  which  is  every  where  afcri- 
bed  to  it,  namely,  that  whilft  it  clofes  the  mouths 
of  the  veins,  it  leaves  the  blood  intirely  untouch- 
ed (Comm.  Acad ’ Bon.  vol.  i.  p.  158.).  Which, 
if  I miftake  not,  is  a proof  that  its  power  of  flop- 
ping the  flow  of  the  blood  is  not  confirmed  by 
fufficiently  extenfive  obfervations.  In  hemcpty- 
fis  Alexander  Tralliantis  ufed  to  give  every  day 
four  fcruples  of  blood-ftone,  not  only  to  check 
the  {pitting  of  blood,  already  prefent,  but  likewife 
to  prevent  it.  Gefner,  Eraftus,  Crato,  Riverius, 
and  others  highly  extolled  the  electuary  for  the 
fpitting  of  blood  invented  by  Haelidseus  of  Pa- 
dua which,  however,  is  not  fo  remarkable  for 
its  aftringent  as  for  its  anodyne  property,  and  for 
allaying  cough.  But  if  there  be  any  thing  in  its 
compofition  which  to  fome  people  appears  ob- 
jedlionable,  it  is  clearly  the  fufpicious  efficacy  of 
the  feeds  of  hyofeyomus,  which  derange  the 
brain,  and  may  induce  ftupor,  nay,  madnefs. 
For  fome  ydars  back  it  has  begun  to  be  employed 
for  the  removal  of  all  hemorrhages  ; and  a parti- 
cular water  for  the  healing  of  wounds,  which  i^ 
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fold  by  Juliano  Landi,  an  apothecary  at  Rome, 
is  greatly  celebrated.  At  Milan  this  fpecific  is  fo 
highly  efteeined,  that  it  is  ufed  with  the  greateh 
confidence,  both  internally  and  externally,  in 
every  fpecies  of  hemorrhage,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  every  hemoptyfis.  Our  pliyficians  uni- 
verfally  declare  that  this  remedy  is  productive  of 
wonderful  effeCts,  infomuch  that  they  never  omit 
its  employment  in  the  cure  of  hemorrhages.  Ex- 
perience, I own,  has  more  weight  than  any  rea- 
foning,  however  fpecioutf.  But  how  difficult  a 
thing  is  it  to  inflitute  an  experiment  properly  ! 
How  much  good  fenfe,  caution,  and  (kill  is  re- 
quifite  in  the  conducting  of  experiments ! How 
much  acutenefs  of  judgment  and  impartiality  is 
neceffary  in  difiinguifhing  the  effeCts  of  caufes 
from  others  produced  by  other  intervening  caufes, 
that  we  may  not  be  led  into  error,  and  ourfelves 
deceived  by  our  own  experiments  ! But  to  omit 
no  particular,  the  compofition  of  the  aqua  vulne- 
raria  Romana  f is  clearly  fuch,  that  if  a perfon 
know  the  phyfical  and  chemical  properties  of  the 
different  ingredients,  and  confider  what  will  be 
the  refult  of  their  chemical  union,  he  ought 
to  difregard  its  praifes,  and  to  intirely  dif- 
truft  its  aflringent  properties.  Nay,  if  a chemi- 
cal procefs  fo  frequently  repeated  produced  any 
effeCt,  and  imparted  to  the  diftilled  water  the 
properties  of  the  plants  and  falts,  this  water,  fo 
far  from  being  ferviceable,  would  rather  prove 
pernicious  in  the  treatment  of  hemoptyfis. 
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* The  Eleftuarium  ad  fputum  fanguinis  Haelidcei  Paduani.— Ren, 
Semin,  hyofcyom.  papav.  albi,  ana  drach.  x.  Teme  figillat,  corall. 
rubr.  an.  drach.  v.  Sachar.  rofat.  antiq.  q.  5.  M.  f.  c.s.  q.  Syrup, 
rofar.  limpl.  eledluar.  de  quo  detur  drach.  una  bis  in  die. 

•f-  The  Aqua  vulnerarta  Landing  or  aqua  Romana.— Rec.  Succ.  rcc. 
origani,  fanniculee,  betonicse,  verbense,  fedi  five  fempervivi,  pimpi- 
nellae,  millefolii,  an.  unc.  vj.  Succi  mari  unc.  iij.  Sal.  alkali, 
gemm.  an.  unc.  vj.  Crem.  tart.  pulv.  unc.  iv.  Aceti  ftillat.  lib.  j. 
in  quo  folv.  aloes  unc.  j.  cum  dimidia. — In  fucco  betonicae  folv.  fal 
gemmae. — In  fucco  verbenae  et  millefolii  fal  alkali.  In  fucco  pim- 
pinellae  crem.  tart. — Omnia  ponantur  in  retorta,  et  digerantur  per 
dies  tres,dein  diftilla  s.a. — Caput  mort.pulverif.  in  mortar,  et  fuper- 
affundatur  diiiillat.  denuo  ponatur  in  digeflione  per  dies  tres,  et  di- 
flill.  ut  fupra.  Replicetur  pro  tertia  vice  digeftio,  et  diflill.  et  li- 
quor a tertia  diftill.  obtentus  fervetur  in  vails  bene  obfignatis.  Ufus ; 
in  fputo  fanguinis  datur  cochlear,  unum  fmgulis  ternis  horis-f  inter- 
dum  fufficit  cochlear,  unum  mane  et  vefperi.  Sed  in  vulneribus  ad- 
hibetur  frequentius,  fpleniis  aqua  ifta  imbutis,  aut  injedlione  ter  qua- 
ter  in  die,  abluta  prius  parte  fauciata  quavis  vice  per  vinum  call? 
dum. 

38.  The  following  remedies  are  confidered  as 
being  fafer,  and  approved  by  the  experience  and 
confent  of  phyficians,  namely,  fa  gar  of  rofes, 
conferve  of  red  rofes,  fyrup  of  greater  comfrey, 
that  of  dried  rofes,  quinces,  and  marmalade  pre- 
pared from  them.  Likewife  the  peruvian  bark 
has  been  recommended,  firft  by  Merton,  and 
afterwards  by  a great  many  others,  as  a rnoft  ex- 
cellent remedy,  and  not  without  reafon.  From  it 
the  ajlringent  peruvian  eleBuary  of  Fuller  *,  which 
is  in  fuch  common  ufe,  borrows  almoft  its  intire 
virtue  ; although,  like  other  tonics  and  allrin- 
gents,  it  ought  not  to  be  employed  until  the  vef- 
fels  have  been  fufficientiy  emptied,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fever,  if  any  be  prelent,  has  been 
broken.  The  tin&ure  of  catechu  alfo,  as  well 
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as  that  of  blood-done  and  red  coral,  is  recom- 
mended by  not  a few.  Dickfon  y pronounces 
nitre,  given  in  fmall  and  frequently  repeated  dofes, 
to  be  a certain  remedy  for  checking  hemoptyfis, 
and  fometimes  other  hemorrhages  ; and  although 
he  adminifters  it  in  conjunction  with  conferve 
of  red  rofes  and  fpermaceti,  he  thinks  that  the 
falutary  effeds  are  to  be  intirely  afcribed  to  the 
nitre.  He  confiders  it  as  being  anodyne,  refrige- 
rant, and  affuaging.  Hut,  with  fubmiflion  to 
this  author,  I have  frequently  obferved  a cough 
to  be  excited  by  the  nitre,  than  which  nothing  is 
more  prejudicial  in  hemoptyfis.  Nay,  fometimes 
after  the  long-continued  employment  of  it,  in 
confequence  of  its  acrimony,  which  is  not  over- 
come by  the  vital  powers,  it  has  been  obferved 
to  induce  hemoptyfis  itfelf. 

* The  EleBuary  of  Fuller. — Rec.  Cortic.  peruvian.  pulv.  unc.  j. 
Balf.  tolutan.  terras  Japonicse  pulv.  an.  drach.  j.  Syr.  de  fympk. 
Boyl.  q.  s.  M.  f.  Ele£l.  quod  in  decern  part,  aequales  dividendum 
eft,  ut  binae  vel  tres  intra  diem  fumantur,  et  fuperbibatur  hauftus 
aquae  idonex.  f Vid  Ludwig.  Comment,  vol.  xviii.  P.  III.  p.  399. 

39.  But  if  the  general  evacuations,  and  other 
remedies  employed,  do  not  check  the  flow  of 
blood,  or  if  the  quantity  of  blood  which  is 
difeharged  be  fo  great,  that  it  requires  being 
flopped  as  quickly  as  poffibie,  nothing  elfe  re- 
mains for  the  patient  than  having  immediate 
recourfe  to  the  drinking  of  cold  water.  The 
greateft  expectations  of  relief  are  placed  in 
this  remedy,  provided  fymptoms  of  inflammation 
he  not  prefect,  nor  the  hemoptyfis  combined 
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with  any  congeftion  of  long  (landing,  or  any 
morbid  (late  of  the  lungs,  in  which  cafes  it  is 
neither  fo  fafe  a remedy,  nor  is  its  benefit  fo 
much  to  be  depended  upon.  In  the  year  1756 
Gervan  * publifhed  an  exprefs  differtation  upon  its 
wonderful  efficacy  in  hemoptyfis  and  every  other 
hemorrhage.  But,  before  his  time,  others  alfo, 
and  particularly  Ghis  f,  afcertained  its  virtues  by 
experiment.  We  muft  commence  with  nmpJe 
water  at  its  ufual  temperature,  and  afterwards 
have  recourfe  to  the  coldeft,  or  even  that  which 
is  mixed  with  ice.  Some  prefcribe  a cupful  of  it 
to  be  drunk  off  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  My 
practice  is  to  give  eight  or  ten  ounces  every  half-? 
hour,  allowing  no  other  kind  of  food  ; and  I ad- 
vife  continuing  its  employment,  night  and  day, 
for  feme  days,  fometimes  for  a week,  or  at  leaft 
until  the  fpitting  of  blood  has  ceafed.  Afterwards 
the  drinking  of  it  fhould  be  gradually  ditninifhed, 
and  feme  weak  aliment  ought  to  be  aiiovred  ; on 
which  account  LaufaneJ,  Cirilli  J| , and  Vallifner§, 
whofe  names  I have  elfewhere  had  occafion  to 
' mention,  when  fpeaking  of  the  watery  diet  in 
the  cure  of  fevers,  may  be  confulted.  A later 
writer,  Be  Mertens  in  the  treatment  of  this 
very  fevere  complaint,  has  been  fuccefsful  in  the 
employment  of  cold  water,  both  taken  internally, 
and  applied  externally  by  means  of  linen  rags, 
to  the  arms  and  calves  of  the  legs.  The  fame  au- 
thor, however,  adds,  that  when  it  fails  he  ufed 
to  apply  a large  blifler  between  the  fhoulders ; 
and  illuftrates  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy,  both  in 
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immediately  allaying  the  cough,  and  in  checking 
the  fpitting  of  blood,  by  four  examples  which  he 
adduces.  I myfelf  have  feveral  times  made  trial 
of  this  remedy  in  obftinate  and  recurrent  hetnop- 
tyfis,  but  not  with  the  fame  luccefs  with  which  it 
was  attended  in  the  hands  of  De  Mertens. 


* Ignat.  Gervafi  a Monts  Falifco  Medici  Romani  de  Ufa  Frigid* 
in  hemoptyfi,  et  quocunquc  Sanguinis  projluvio  mechariico-phyfica  d’lfertatio. 

‘ Rom.  1756.  See  alio  Ortefchi,  Giorn.  de  Med.  vol.  i'.  n.  34.  an. 
1 763.  p.  270.  and  Swieten,  J 1200.  f Lettr . Med.  let.  1. 

p.  11.  t Vero  meiodo  di  fervirji  deW  acqua  f redd  a,  &c.  ]j  De 
Frigid 'a  in  Febr.  Ufu.  in  not.  upon  Ettmuller.  5 Deli 9 Ufo  ed 

Abufo , dell  bevande,  e bagni  freddi,  £sV.  Obferv.  Med.  P.  iii, 

e.  2.  Vindob.  1778. 


40.  When  the  fpitting  of  blood  has  altogether 
ceafed,  the  remainder  of  the  cure  confifls  almoft 
intirely  in  abflinence,  red,  and  in  the  employ- 
ment of  a proper  diet.  Among  the  remedies  em- 
ployed, milk  is  fald  to  be  highly  beneficial,  efpe- 
cially  affes  milk,  or  fkimmed  milk ; or,  if  this 
be  not  borne,  or  become  acid,  the  ferum  laclis 
dulce  of  Hoffman,  which  never  becomes  acid,  and 
ufed  to  be  very  frequently  preferibed  by  its  in- 
ventor, or  the  foup  of  frogs,  river-crabs,  gruel  of 
oats,  or  the  potus  avenaceus  ; likewife  the  expreffed 
juice  of  barley,  rice,  and  the  like  ; alfo  watery 
infufions,  not  very  warm,  of  betony,  cheveril,  fca- 
biofa,  of  the  flowers  of  the  fmaller  daily,  and  of 
arnica,  are  well  adapted  to  refolve  the  grumous 
blood  which  remains,  and  to  gently  ftrengthen  the 
texture  of  the  lungs,  efpecially  with  the  addition 
pf  red  rofes.  I have  read  of  more  than  twenty 
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patients  labouring  under  hemoptyfis  having  been 
cured  by  Clerc  * by  means  of  milk  taken  from  a 
cow  which  had  been  fed  upon  bran  and  water 
and  nettles. 

* Hijl.  de  l*  Homm.  Mai  ad.  vol.  ii.  p.  31. 

41.  But  above  all  change  of  air  is  to  be  en- 
joined. Like  wife  geftation  and  riding  are  confi- 
dered  as  being  highly  beneficial,  but  ought  to  be 
regulated  by  a fkilful  practitioner  ; for  they  do 
not  anfwer  every  perfon  and  cafe.  Balfamicsy 
alfo,  efpecially  thofe  of  a more  acrid  nature,  are 
feldom  admiiTible,  whatever  others  have  fuppofed, 
or  may  ftill  think.  With  regard  to  the  diet,  pot- 
tage made  of  the  flour  of  barley,  rice,  oats,  fago, 
Turkifh  or  Saracen  com  ; the  intubaceous  and 
foft  vegetables  ; calf-feet  jelly,  and  hartfhorn,  aci- 
dulated with  citron-juice,  or  that  of  peaches,  foft 
boiled  frefli  eggs ; fummer-fruits,  both  frefh  and 
preferved,  and  the  like,  are  proper  to  be  employed. 
The  patients  ought  not  to  ufe  animal  food,  except- 
ing the  flefih  of  chickens,  and  young  animals,  or 
that  of  tender  frefh-water  fifh  ; like  wife  wine, 
and  every  thing  acrid  and  heating  ought  to  be 
avoided.  Care  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  the 
bowels  open  ; and  blood  fhould  be  drawn  gene- 
rally every  three  months,  according  as  the  pa- 
tient’s age,  temperament,  the  climate,  and  other 
circumftances  may  require. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

OF  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS,  BEGINNING  WITH  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  UNIVERSAL  CONSUMPTION,  AND 
ITS  VARIETIES. 

42.  The  term  phthifis , which  is  equivalent  to 
the  Latin  tabts,  generally  comprehends  any  lin- 
gering decay  of  the  body,  without  refpedl  to  its 
caufe  or  origin  : I fay  lingering , which,  it  is  to 
be  feen,  is  to  be  readily  diftinguifhed  from  an 
accidental  wafting  of  the  body  quickly  ter- 
minating, occalioned  by  any  acute  difeale,  or 
immoderate  evacuation,  or  unufual  abftinence 
from  food.  I have  therefore  confidered  it  as 
worth  while  to  treat  briefly,  firft,  of  this  phthifis* 
or  confumption  ; and,  next,  of  that,  in  particular, 
which  fucceeds  to  a morbid  (late  of  the  lungs, 
however  induced.  For  although  every  wafting 
of  the  body  does  not  belong  to  this  feat  of  the 
chefc,  fo  as  to  be  referable  to  the  difeafes  of  this 
clafs,  ftill  as  in  both  kinds  of  confumption  the 
firft  fymptom  which  is  noticed  as  common  to  both 
is  the  emaciation  ; I therefore  do  not  confider  it 
as  foreign  to  treat  of  both  difeafes  in  this  place. 

43.  Every  confumption,  therefore,  taken  uni- 
verfally,  may  be  confidered  in  a double  light,  ei- 
ther as  an  extenuation  of  the  body,  proceeding 
from  the  whole  habit,  or  from  a morbid  ftate, 
congeftion,  abfcefs,  or  ulcer  of  fome  of  the  vif- 
cera.  That  which  proceeds  from  the  whole  ha- 
bit, and  not  from  a morbid  ftate  of  any  particu- 
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lar  vifcus,  receives  the  appellation  of  atrophia  in 
Greek,  which  is  generally  unaccompanied  with 
fever,  hectic  heat,  or  cough,  and  may  arife  in  a 
threefold  way  ; namely,  either  from  defeat  of 
aliment,  or  from  its  being  of  a bad  kind,  or  from 
a mal-conformation  of  the  parts  to  be  nouriftied*^ 

* Eefides  this  atrophia  of  the  whole  body,  there  is  likewife  ano- 
ther which  affedts  only  a particular  part.  This  laft,  if  it  be  fo 
great  that  a limb  becomes  dry,  is  likewife  called  arldura. 

44.  The  nourishment  will  be  deficient  if  it  be 
not  received  at  all  into  the  ftomach,  or  not  in  the 
quantity  which  is  requifite,  as  when  the  degluti- 
tion is  injured,  in  hunger,  and  want ; or  if  mat- 
ter which  is  not  calculated  for  the  nourifhment 
of  the  body  be  taken,  or  it  cannot  penetrate  into 
the  blood,  on  account  of  the  pafiages  being  fhut 
up  ; as  is  known  to  take  place  in  obftrudftion  or 
injured  aftion  of  the  pylorus,  inteftines,  mefen- 
tery, — which  is  molt  liable  to  affe£t  children 
and  infants,— cellular  membrane,  or  lymphatic 
veffels,  or,  though  it  do  reach  to  the  blood, 
if  it  do  not  go  to  the  nourifhment  of  the  body, 
but  waited  in  confequence  of  fome  immode- 
rate eftuhon  of  ihe  blood  itfelf,  or  fome  other 
fluid. 

45.  In  confequence  of  the  exceflive  effufion 
of  blood  and  other  fluids,  the  body  is  wafted  in 
hemorrhages,  in  falivation,  in  fuckling,  in  the 
too  frequent  emiffion  of  femen,  both  lponta- 
neous  and  artificial,  in  gonorrhoea,  in  fluor 
albus,  in  an  exceflive  difcharge  by  the  bowels 


OF  PHTHISIS  PULMONALISj 


and  kidneys,  in  exceffive  fweating,  in  ulcers  be- 
ing long  kept  open, in  dropfy,efpeciallyafcites,and 
in  elFulions  or  evacuations  of  whatever  other  kind 
of  the  excrementitious  and  ufelefs  fluids;  as  it  can- 
not  but  happen  that  fome  ufeful  fluid,  with  which 
the  body  ought  to  be  nourished,  muft  be  carried  off 
along  with  them.  To  this  head  ought  to  be  refer- 
red, the  tabes  dor  falls  of  the  fecond  book  (N.  49.) 
of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  concerning  difeafes  ; 
for  the  fubje&s  of  it  are  newly-married  people, 
who  are  affedted  with  it  in  confcquence  of  excef- 
five venery,  and  lofs  of  femen  ; and  becaufe  the 
medulla  fpinalis  feems  to  be  injured  by  it,  the 
name  of  dorfalls  (a.  dorfo ) has  been  bellowed 
upon  it.  The  words  in  which  he  deferibes  the 
difeafe  are  as  follow  : u Tabes  dorfalls  originates 
from  the  medulla.  It  chiefly  attacks  newdy-mar- 
ried  and  libidinous  people.  T hey  do  not,  however, 
labour  under  fever,  their  appetite  is  good,  but 
they  ftil!  continue  to  fall  off.  And  the  perfon 
thus  affe&ed,  when  interrogated,  will  fay  that  he 
feels  a fenfation  as  if  ants  were  creeping  down 
from  his  head  to  his  fpine ; and  when  he  voids 
his  urine,  or  goes  to  ftool,  a copious  flow  of 
thin  femen  comes  off,  and  the  feminal  fluid  does 
not  remain  in  the  uterus,  while  the  patient  during 
deep  has  emiffions,  whether  he  lies  with  his  wife 
or  not.  And  when  he  walks  or  runs,  particularly 
when  afeending  an  acclivity,  he  is  feized  with 
panting,  weaknefs,  heaviuefs  of  the  head,  and 
tinnitus  aurium . Such  patients,  in  procefs  of 
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time,  when  they  are  attacked  with  acute  fever?, 
generally  fink  under  Upyriaf 

46.  As  I am  treating  of  tabes  dorfalis , I 
{hall  not  omit  to  enumerate  other  fpecies  of  the 
lame  complaint,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the 
prognoftics  of  Hippocrates,  or  by  other  medical 
writers  of  extenfive  experience.  And,  in  the  firft 
place,  I find,  that  in  the  book  concerning  internal 
affections  (N.  13,  near  the  end)  mention  is  made 
or  another  tabes  dorfalis , which,  as  it  alio  is  fome- 
times  derived  from  immoderate  venery,  it  feems 
proper  to  defcribe  it  in  the  very  words  employed 
by  the  author.  u The  fpinal  marrow  becomes 
dry  principally  when  the  veins  going  to  it  have 
become  obftrudted,  as  well  as  the  communication 
between  it  and  the  brain  cut  off.  On  account  of 
the  general  indifpofition  of  the  body,  it  becomes 
morbidly  affedted.  It  likewife  becomes  -dry  in 
confequence  of  venery.  The  patient  is  diftrefied 

with  the  following  fymptoms  : An  acute  pain 

• 

is  felt  in  the  head,  neck,  loins,  and  in  the 
lumbar  and  crural  mufcles,  fo  that  he  is  fome- 
times  incapable  of  bending  the  legs.  Coftivenefs 
alfo  occurs,  together  with  a difficulty  of  making 
water.  At  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  he  is  not 
fo  much  diftrefied  ; but  the  longer  it  is  protract- 
ed, the  more  violent  do  all  the  fymptoms  be- 
come : and  the  patients  grow  as  it  were  ana- 
farcous,  and  ulcers  break  out.  in  the  loins,  o£ 
which  fame  heal  up,  while  others  break  out  a- 
frefhT  This  fpecies  of  tabes  feems  to  differ  little 
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from  the  former  (45.).  But,  in  the  former,  it  is 
probable  that  the  whole  nervous  fyftem  becomes 
languid  \ while,  in  the  latter  (46.),  it  is  alfo  irri- 
tated, convulfed,  and  laftly  refolved.  In  the 
former,  defedt  of  the  ufeful  and  nutritious  fluids, 
in  the  latter,  vitiation  and  ftagnation  of  them, 
and  confequent  atony  of  the  foiids,  conftitute  the 
diftindtion  between  them. 

47.  Another  fpecies  of  tales  dorfalis , which  be- 
longs to  this  place,  is  mentioned  by  Willis 
( Pharm . Rat . P.  ii,  c*  v.).  In  it  a difcharge, 
not  of  blood,  but  of  ichor,  or  putrid  matter,  takes 
place  from  the  genitals  ; which,  when  it  is  ex~ 
tenfive  and  of  long  continuance,  frequently 
weakens  the  powers  of  the  whole  fyftem,  and, 
by  withdrawing  the  alimentary  matter,  induces 
atrophia , or  wafting.  This  is  obferved  to  take 
place  chiefly  in  gonorrhoea  and  fluor  albus,  whe- 
ther thefe  effedts  be  produced  in  confequence  of 
an  impure  connection,  or  exceflive  venery,  or  a 
blow,  or  a bruife,  or  violent  effort,  or  any  other 
injury  fuftained  by  the  loins. 

48.  But  let  us  return  to  the  fubjedt  from  which 
we  have  been  led  by  the  confederation  of  tabes 
dorfalis.  I have  already  fhewn  (44.  45.)  in  how 
many  ways  the  nourifhment  may  be  defedtive. 
Let  us  now  fee  in  what  manner  it  may  be  vitia- 
ted. This  may  happen  either  in  confequence  of 
its  being  imperfedtly  digefted,  or  from  its  not  ac- 
quiring the  nature  of  chyle  in  the  inteftines,  ^nd 
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not  being  properly  aflimilated  to  the  found  fluids  ; 
or  becaufe,  being  carried  into  the  blood,  it  meets 
with  crude,  vifcid,  acid,  fait,  acrid,  alkalefcent 
fluids,  or  fuch  as  otherwife  deviate  from  their  na- 
tural crafis  and  goodnefs,  and  is  contaminated  by 
them  ; as  not  unfrequently  happens  in  many  dif- 
eafes,  efpecially  after  badly  treated  and  imperfectly 
refolved  fevers,  which  fometimes  terminate  in 
heCtic  fevers. 

49.  It  remains  for  me  to  take  a view  of  the 
morbid  condition  of  parts  (43*),  in  confequence 
of  which  it  fometimes  happens  that  the  aliment  is 
neither  fufficiently  prepared  for  nourifhment,  nor 
properly  converted  into  an  animal  nature,  nor 
rightly  applied  to  the  nourifhment  of  the  parts, 
or,  if  it  be  applied,  not  retained  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Parts  are  faid  to  be  morbidly  affeCled,  when,  lo- 
fi  ng  their  tone,  they  become  languid,  and,  as  it 
'were,  enervated.  Which,  as  it  for  the  moft  part 
in  a great  meafure  chiefly  depends  upon  defect  of 
the  nervous  fluid,  and  laxity  and  inactivity  of 
the  nerves,  infomuch  that  the  parts  become  al- 
1x10ft  refolved  ; this  fpecies  of  phthifis  is  there- 
fore named  by  Morton  atrophia  nervofa , by 
which  name  it  is  diftinguifhed  from  that  which 
arifes  from  the  whole  habit  (45.),  which  he 
thought  it  better  to  denominate  Amply  atrophia  ab 
inanitions . But  the  parts  may  be  not  only  enerva- 
ted, as  I have  already  obferved,  but  alfo  afFe&ed 
in  the  oppofite  way.  For  fometimes  all  the 
fibres,  particularly  the  veiTels,  and  all  the  cellular 
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membrane,  become  fo  much  contra&ed,  rigid, 
and  confolidated,  that  they  can  neither  be  pene- 
trated, nor  moiftened,  nor  extended,  nor  nou- 
riffied  by  the  alimentary  juice.  In  which  cafe 
the  body  will  become  faplefs  and  wafted.  This 
is  chiefly  liable  to  happen  in  men  of  a dry  tem- 
perament and  warm  conftitution.  But  when  old 
men  become  emaciated  from  this  caufe,  which 
very  frequently  happens,  it  would  properly  be 
named  tabes  fenilis  ; although  that  name  is  gene- 
rally applied  to  the  wafting  in  old  age  which  fuc- 
ceeds  to  a catarrhal  cough  of  long  (landing,  and 
copious  expectoration ; while  others  are  of  opi- 
nion that  this  would  be  better  named  phthifis  pul- 
monaris  pit  alt  of cu 

50.  To  the  atrophia  nervofa  (49.)  is  generally  re- 
ferred the  tabes  tertia , which  is  explained  in  the 
third  book  of  Hippocrates,  Be  Intertiis  Jffie  Bionib  us  y 
(N.  13.  near  the  end),  afcribed  by  Haller  to  his 
followers.  But  many  more,  with  Willis,  affirm 
that  it  is  a fpecies  of  tabes  dorjalis  ; with  what  ju- 
ftice,  however,  I have  not  been  able  to  determine. 
For  in  the  whole  perufal  of  its  defcription  nothing 
occurs  which  indicates  that  the  fpinal  marrow, 
back,  or  column  of  the  vertebra,  are  affedted.  But 
becaule,  forfooth,  that  ancient  writer,  whoever 
he  be, — certainly  not  always  very  fuccefsful  in  af- 
figning  the  caufes  or  feats  of  difeafes, — is  of  opi- 
nion that  in  that  confumption  the  fpinal  marrow 
is  opprefled  with  blood,  are  we  at  once  blindly  to 
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follow  Ins  opinion  ? But  it  may  be  faid,  Ma- 
rin el  in  his  Commentaries  remarks  that  this  opi- 
nion is  confirmed  and  more  clearly  explained  by 
Hipp  ocrates,  in  his  book  De  Loris  in  Hominc 
(N.  1 8.),  in  the  following  words:  “When  an 
influx  to  the  medulla  takes  place,  a fecret  con- 
fumption  arifes.”  From  which  paflage  nothing 
elfe  is  collected,  than  that  Hippocrates  believed 
that  tabes  fometimes  takes  place  from  an  in- 
flux to  the  medulla  fpinalls , which  in  other  parts 
he  has  obferved  more  unequivocally,  but  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  confirm  what  has  been  written  in 
the  book  De  Internis  dljfeBiGnibus,  already  quoted  ; 
as  it  is  perfectly  well  knovrn,  that  Hippocrates 
is  neither  the  author  of  that  book,  nor  is  any 
mention  made  there  of  a fpecies  of  confumption 
which  may  be  named  occulta  and  inconfpicua . For 
in  that  paflage  the  words  are  thofe  of  an  anony- 
mous author,  concerning  a particular  confump- 
tion, in  which  the  patient  immediately  becomes 

black  and  fwelled,  and  the  parts  under  the  eyes 

* 

are  of  a pale  colour,  while  the  vefiels  all  over  the 
body  are  partly  pale  and  diftended,  partly  red  and 
manifeft.  The  patient  fpits  up  whitifh  matter, 
and  with  fuch  difficulty  that  he  fometimes  feels 
as  if  he  were  fuffocated ; nay,  during  the  effort 
of  coughing  he  throws  up  a quantity  of  bile, 
fometimes  phlegm,  and  frequently  the  food  which 
he  has  taken  in  ; nor  is  he  relieved  unlefs  after 
another  vomiting,  and  only  for  a very  ffiort  time, 
as  he  quickly  relapfes  into  his  former  diftreffing 
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fltuation.  His  voice  is  likewife  more  ftirill  than 
in  health,  he  is  affedted  with  u fever,  rigors,  and 
iweats,  and  continues  thus  to  languifh  for  nine 
years,  few  recovering  from  this  complaint.”  But 
whatever  be  the  nature  of  this  affedtion,  can  it  be 
named  occulta  and  inconfpicua  ? Are  not  the  lungs 
alfo  manifeftly  affedted  in  it  ? 

51.  Nor,  in  my  opinion,  does  Marinel  make 
for  his  point,  when  he  endeavours,  from  the  fame 
book  (De  Locis  in  Homine , N.  29.),  to  fhew  that 
Hippocrates  in  fadt  there  meant  the  tabes  dorfalis , 
becaufe  he  has  written,  “ that  the  patient’s  loins* 
and  the  anterior  parts  of  the  body,  became  pain- 
ed, and  felt  as  if  they  were  empty,”  For  thefe 
fymptoms  may  be  reckoned  to  be  general  marks 
of  confumption  ; nor  do  they  fufficiently  point 
out  tabes  dorfalis , far  Iris  that  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint mentioned  by  the  author  of  the  book  De 
Inter nis  Affeffionibus  (50.):  unlefs  we  chufe  to 
name  every  fpecies  of  tabes  arifing  from  the 
fyftem  in  general  dorfalis ; which  I fhould  confi- 
der  as  being  altogether  abfurd.  Nor  can  I aflenf 
to  the  opinion  of  Raulin  *,  who  confiders  t ne/£- 
bes  nervofe  as  being  altogether  the  fame  with  the 
tabes  dorfales ; probably  becaufe,  from  the  pafTages 
of  the  ancient  writers,  which  are  found  to  be 
exceedingly  obfeure  and  complicated,  he  could 
difeover  nothing  certain  on  the  fubjedt  5 unlefs  wp 
wifh  to  confound  fpecies  with  genera. 

* QbJ \ de  Med.  P.  I,  Remcirq.  fur  Ic  Phthif.  en  genera!,  p.  2. 
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52.  We  may  with  more  reafon  refer  to  the  tabes 
dorfalis  another  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  mention- 
ed by  Willis  floe,  cit.) , very  different  from  that 
which  he  has  adduced  from  the  book  De  Internis 

f 

Ajfettionibus  (50.),  and  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other  fpecies  already  deferibed  (45'.  46.  47.). 
For  he  has  feen  feme  patients  exceedingly  diftreff- 
ed  with  a pain  in  the  loins,  nay,  fometimes  all 
over  the  back,  who,  after  remaining  for  fome 
time  diftreffed  in  this  manner,  have  become 
hunch-backed  or  lame,  and  have  at  length  expe- 
rienced an  univerfal  wafting,  excepting  in  the 
head,  as  happens  in  the  cate  of  rickets.  He  is  of 
opinion  that  a particular  morbid  humour,  or  mat- 
ter, defeending  along  with  the  nervous  fluid 
through  the  fpinal  marrow,  flows  into  the  origins 
or  trunks  of  the  vertebral  nerves,  and,  irritating 
the  fibres,  firft  creates  a conftant  pain,  and  after- 
wards, in  confequence  of  fome  of  them  being 
compreffed  or  intimately  deranged,  the  correfpond- 
ing  mufcular  fibres  are  refolved,  while  the  anta- 
gonift  mufcles,  becoming  more  ftrongly  contract- 
ed, move  the  vertebrae,  to  which  they  are  affixed, 
from  their  place,  ftretch  and  diftort  them,  and, 
laftly,  the  nerves  and  mufcular  fibres  being  either 
paralyfed  or  debilitated,  the  patients  not  only  be- 
come lame,  but  likewife  their  limbs  and  whole 

» 

body  grow  languid  and  faplefs  ; which  would 
not  happen  if  the  ligaments  alone  became  relaxed 
by  a morbid  fluid.  Nor  muft  this  complaint  be 
fuppofed  to  attack  children  and  young  people 
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only,  but  likewlfe  fuch  as  are  advanced  in  life* 
lor  I myfelf  have  feen  feveral  adults  afFeded 
with  this  complaint,  whofe  vertebras  had  become 
fwelled,  had  fallen  from  their  place,  and  become 
carious.  I am  therefore  difpofed  to  believe,  that 
not  only  the  nervous  fluid,  but  likewife  that  of 
the  bones,  and  the  fynovia  and  lymph,  defined 
for  the  nourifhment  of  the  ligaments,  in  this  dif- 
eafe  are  fometimes  altered  and  corrupted. 

53.  But  the  tabes  or  confumptions  proceeding 
from  the  whole  fyftem  being  aflfeded  (43.),  or 
thofe  which  belong  to  the  atrophia  nervofce  (49.),  do 
not  end  here.  For  there  are  likewife  fome  other 
fpecies  which  proceed  from  grief,  ncfialgia , love, 
and  other  affedions  of  the  mind  ; from  hypochon - 
driafis , h fieri  a,  f curvy,  lues  venerea , and  arthri- 
tis ; concerning  which,  as  being  in  a great  mea- 
fure  fecondary,  the  limited  plan  of  my  work  pre- 
vents me  from  fpeaking  particularly.  But  they 
may  be  almoft  all  referred  either  to  diminution 
of  the  nervous  influence,  or  to  drynefs  of  all  the 
fibres,  or  to  a morbid  ftate  or  undue  diftribution 
* of  the  fluids.  A very  clear  example  of  atrophia 
proceeding  from  the  wdiole  habit  has  been  given 
by  Delifle  which  is  not  of  unfrequent  occur- 
rence in  pradice.  In  it  the  whole  body  waftes, 
although  neither  cough,  fever,  nor  any  difficulty 
of  breathing  be  prefent.  Thofe  who  fall  into  this 
confumption  have  a great  averfion  to  food,  never 
feel  hunger,  complain  of  great  weaknefs  of  their 
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thighs  and  legs,  and,  their  emaciation  increafing 
daily,  they  pine  away.  Their  belly  is  fo  much 
bound  that  they  are  obliged  to  keep  it  open  by 
means  of  inj  eft  ions.  Their  tongue  is  covered 
with  a clammy,  thick  mucus,  or  it  is  frequently 
parched.  They  are  diftreffed  with  a perpetual 
burning  within,  which  they  can  by  no  means  al- 
lay. Their  urine  is  fometimes  red,  fometimes 
pale,  fometimes  very  fcanty,  and  of  a very  deep 
colour.  The  region  of  the  ftomach,  although  it 
be  neither  tenfe  nor  fwelled,  when  preffed  is  af- 
fefted  with  a very  acute  pain.  The  abdominal 
mufcles  are  frequently  exceedingly  tenfe.  They 
are  diftreffed  with  the  mo  ft  obftinate  watching 
night  and  day  ; nor  are  they  refrefhed  by  their 
deep.  Their  face  is  pale  and  livid,  and  fome- 
times disfigured  with  puftules.  Their  eyes  are 
generally  bleared,  and  the  eye-lids  for  the  mo  ft 
part  glued  together  with  matter.  Their  fkin  dry 
and  obftrufted.  Their  pulfe  is  fine,  and  fome- 
what  hard.  All  of  which  fymptoms  feem  to  in- 
dicate a fcanty  fecretion  of  bile,  and  that  a vifcid, 
foul,  and  acrid  collection  of  it  takes  place  about 
the  prascordia  ; that  the  blood  abounds  with  acri- 
monies, is  deprived  of  its  bland  and  nutritious 
fluid ; and  that  their  whole  folids  are  dry  and 
faplefs.  Delifie  has  obferved  that  thofe  perfons 
are  mod  liable  to  this  complaint  who  indulge  to 
cxcefs  in  heating,  acrid,  aromatic  articles  of  diet,  and 
in  the  drinking  of  wine  and  fermented  liquors, 
Patients  labouring  under  it,  by  having  recourfe 
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to  timely  medical  advice,  are  frequently  reftcred 
to  their  former  health. 

Trade  dc  la  Fhth'iJ \ Fulmer. . c.  xiv.  p.  1 56.  164. 

54.  Hitherto  I have  confined  my  obfervations 
to  the  confumption  which  arifes  from  an  affection 
of  the  whole  fyftem.  It  remains  for  me  to  enu- 
merate the  other  fpecies  of  the  complaint  occaiion- 
ed  by  the  morbid  ftate  of  a particular  part,  as  by 
tumours,  abfeeffes,  and  ulcers.  But  nothing  is 
of  mere  frequent  occurrence  than  for  a taint  of 
the  vifeera,  as  the  obftrudion,  feirrhus,  fuppura- 
tion,  or  ulceration,  of  the  liver,  ftomach,  kid- 
neys, fpleen,  pancreas,  mefentery,  inteflines,  ute- 
rus, or  bladder,  to  give  rife  to  phtbijis  hepaticav 
ftomach  alls , renalts , fplenica , pancreatlca , mefente- 
rica , mteftinalis , uterina , fxftica , and  fo  forth. 
For  thefe  vifeera,  when  affeded  with  any  mor- 
bid taint,  and  rendered  incapable  of  performing 
their  functions,  either  do  not  elaborate  the  nutri- 
tious juice  properly,  or  impart  ichor,  pus,  or  fa- 
mes, or  fome  putrid  taint  to  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood,  in  confequence  of  which  it  becomes  inca- 
pable of  nourifhing  the  body,  cr  difeharge  their 
found  and  ufeful  fluids,  thus  gradually  depriving 
the  body  of  its  due  quantity  of  fluid,  and  occa- 
fioning  its  emaciation  and  decay  ; particularly 

PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

The  lungs  are  liable  to  fuch  a vitiated  Fate, 
and  contain  the  mod  frequent  caufe  of  confump- 
tion. Therefore  the  fpecies  of  confumption 
which  exhaufts  the  body  from  fuch  a caufe  is  pro- 
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perly  termed  phthifis  pulmonalis , that  it  may  he 
diftinguifhed  from  the  others  ; nay,  fo  well  is  it 
known,  even  among  the  common  people,  that 
the  fimple  term  confumption  is  frequently  em- 
ployed to  denote  that  fpecies  the  caufe  of  which  is 
contained  in  the  lungs.  But  the  real  phthifis  puU 
monalisy  according  to  the  common  opinion  *,  is 
that  flow  confumption  of  the  whole  body  which 
fucceeds  to  an  ulcer  of  the  lungs,  and  the  con- 
ftant  fever  depending  upon  it.  But  when  the 
body  is  wafted  in  confequence  of  any  other  affec- 
tion or  taint  of  the  lungs,  as  when  they  labour 
under  very  great  atony , f acridity,  wafting  J,  tu- 
bercles i,  ftrumce , frirrhus , congefions , calculi , and 
other  ftony  concretions,  vomicce,  or  empyema  of 
the  cheft,  and  iimilar  morbid  ftates,  in  fuch  cafes 
alfo  I am  difpofed,  after  Fracaftor  ||  and  Willis  §, 
to  believe  that  phthifis  pulmonalis  is  prefent,  not 
the  genuine  and  exquifite  fpecies  of  the  complaint 
which  I have  already  defined,  but  one  which  is 
in  fome  meafure  fpurious  and  imperfect.  For  al- 
though in  it  adtual  ulceration  of  the  lungs  be  ab- 
fent,  ftill  the  effedts  and  fymptoms  agree  fo  much 
with  thofe  of  real  confumption,  as  to  have  the 
greateft  refemblance  to  it,  or  at  leaft,  as  Juncker 
alfo  allows  ^[,  to  render  the  tranlition  to  it  ex- 
ceedingly ealy. 

* Galen,  Defm.  Med.  n,  260.  261.  Aretaeus,  1.  c.  1.8.  p.  62. 
Aetius,  Telrab.n.ferm.  4.  c.  67.  Fernel.  Pathol.  1.  v.  c.  x.  p.  109. 
Car.  Pifo,  De  Cogn.  et  Cur.  Morb.  1.  ii.  c.  x.  Boerh.  § 1196.  » an 

Swiet.  ib.  in  Comment.  Morton  phthi/iol.  l.ii.  De phthif.  puunon.  p.  -6 
Di»pre7  de  Lif!e?  T)e  la  phthif.  puhnon . c.  i.  p.  5*  &>c. 
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j So  great  is  tlie  relaxation  or  atony  of  the  lungs  fometimes, 
that  not  only  does  a great  quantity  of  fluids  flow  to  them,  and  ex- 
fude  through  the  exhalants,  interfaces  of  the  fibres,  and  invifible 
pores  of  the  veffels,  and  exhauft  almoft  the  whole  body  by  the 
quantity  and  frequency  of  the  expodloration,  but  like  wife  the 
lungs  fecrete  pus  itfelf  from  the  whole  blood,  on  account  of  a par- 
ticular diathefis  of  it,  or  generate  the  pus,  aud  pour  it  out,  with- 
out any  ulceration.  Inflances  of  the  lungs  having  been  difcovererl 
intire  in  the  bodies  of  patients  who  had  long  brought  up  a copious 
purulent  expc flotation,  and  had  been  ccnfidered  as  labouring  under 
ulcerated  lungs,  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Ji  urine t ( Theatr.  tab. 

р.  96.),  of  Morgagni  ( De  fed.  et  caujf.  epift.  22.  n.  28.),  of  Lieutaud 
( Hlfl . anat.  med.  1.  ii.  obf.  404.),  of  He  Haen  ( Rat.  med . P.  xiL 

с. vi.  p.250.  and  in  various  other  parts),  of  Caflimir  Medicus 
( Collett,  obf  med.  prad.  vol.  i.  p.  279.  230.  & Com.  Lipf.  fuppl.  2, 
to  dec.  2.  p.  214.),  and  other  authors. 

J Tubercles  take  place  not  only  in  the  afpera  arteria,  in  the 
bronchia,  and  lungs  themfelves,in  confequence  of  the  mucous  follicles, 
cells,  veficles,  or  veffels,  efpecially  the  lymphatics,  being  obffrudled, 
but  likewife  grow  externally  upon  the  bronchia,  efpecially  when 
the  conglobate  glands,  which,  on  account  of  being  every  where 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  bronchia,  are  generally  named  bronchial , be- 
come morbidly  affected,  or  indurated,  or  become  filled  with  rough 
fand,  or  other  cartilaginous,  bony,  or  ftrong  concretions,  or  turgid 
with  an  abfeefs  ) for  which  reafon  they  are  considered  by  Haller 
and  others  as  being  not  an  unfrequent  caufe  of  the  mod  lingering 
phthifis.  It  is  (till  a matter  of  diipute  whether  thefe  glands  only 
communicate  with  the  lymphatic  fyflem,  or  pour  any  thing  into 
the  bronchia  themfelves.  Morgagni  and  Fantoni  deny  that  they 
do  fo } while  Senac,  Bergen,  and  Haller  held  the  oppofite  opinion. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a certain  iadt,  at  leaf!  in  a morbid  flute, 
that  when  comprefled  they  pour  out  the  bluifh  or  blackifh  humour 
•with  w’hich  they  abound  into  the  cavity  of  the  bronchia,  and  mingle 
it  with  the  mucus  of  the  lungs.  Nay,  it  is  fometimes  alio  obferved 
in  the  expedloration  of  people  in  good  health.  Thefe  bronchial 
glands,  therefore,  when  in  a ft  ate  of  fuppuration,  will  fometimes 
difeharge  purulent  matter.  See  Haller,  Elem.phyf.  1.  viii.  fedt.  2.  $ xv. 

||  De  morb.  contag.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  where  the  following  words  occur  : 
^ We  may  likewife  with  fufficient  propriety  name  that  fpeci zsphthlfis 


Co 


OF  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 


which  afreets  the  lungs  with  corrupted  and  putrid  phlegm,  in  fuch 
a manner  that,  if  they  be  not  ulcerated,  they  are  rendered  flaccid 
and  putrid  \ for,  on  difiedling  fome  bodies,  I have  obferved  fome- 
times  part  of  the  lungs  found,  and  in  no  refpedl  vitiated,  part  not 
exa£lly  putrid,  or  ulcerated,  but  flaccid  and  foft,  and  tending  to 
wafte } fometimes  I have  obferved  the  whole  lungs  in  this  condi- 
tion. When,  therefore,  fuch  a wafting  fpreads  to  the  lungs,  wTe 
may  with  reafon  pronounce  a perfon  to  be  phthilical. 

\ Willis,  P.  ii.  fe£l.  I.  c.  6.  where  phthifis  is  defined  to  be  a 
wafting  of  the  whole  body,  arjfng  from  a mal-conf or  nation  of  the  lungs . 

Med.  confpeft.  tab.  34. 

55.  Both  the  genuine  and  fpurious  complaint 
(54.)  ought  to  be  diflinguifhed  into  primary  and 
fecondary,  according  as  it  originates  from  the 
lungs  being  primarily  affedted,  without  being 
preceded  by  any  ether  difeafe,  cr  as  it  fucceeds 
to  another  difeafe,  as  feurvy,  lues  venerea,  gout, 
hypochondriafis,  or  hyfleria,  fcrofula,  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  itch,  herpes,  feirrhus,  cancer,  and  the 
like,  in  confequence  of  which  it  receives  a parti- 
cular name,  being  denominated  fcorbutic , venerea! , 
arthritic , hypochondriacal , hyjlerical , Jirumous , or 
fcrofulous , and  fo  forth.  To  thefe  De  Haen  adds, 
as  having  been  feen  by  himfelf,  the  phthifis  cellu - 
laris,  fcmoralis , coxaria , or  fchiatica , and  others 
of  a fimilar  kind.  Morton,  again  ( Phthiojiolog . 
!.  2.),  chofe  to  name  that  which  we  have  called 
primary,  origin  aria,  fccondary , or  fymptomatic . 
But  it  appears  to  me,  as  I have  elfewliere  men- 
tioned, that  a diftindlion  may  fometimes  exifl 
between  the  fccondary  and  fymptomatic  complaint. 
For  the  fccondary  fpecies  may  continue  to  exifl  al- 
though the  difeafe,  for  inftance  hemoptyfis,  pleu- 
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rify,  &c.  from  which  it  originated,  may  have  in- 
tirely  ceafed ; which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
with  the  fymptomatic  fpecies,  as  the  venereal,  fcor- 
butic,  &c.  fince  it  cannot  be  a fymptom  of  a dif- 
eafe  which  has  difappeared,  if  in  fa£t  we  are  to 
conlider  a fymptom  as  being  the  effeCt  of  a pre- 
fent  caufe,  and  not  of  a pail  one,  Befides,  there 
is  no  decline,  whether  arifing  from  the  whole 
habit,  or  from  a taint  of  any  part  or  vifeus,  which 
may  not  terminate  in  fecondary  or  fymptomatic 
phthifis  puhnonalis.  For  the  blood  either  degene- 
rating in  confequence  of  deficiency  of  proper  ali- 
ment, or  being  infected  with  foreign  or  hurtful 
humours,  whilft  it  paffes  through  the  delicate 
fubftance  of  the  lungs,  without  being  properly 
elaborated,  on  account  of  the  relaxation  of  the 
parts,  eafily  flicks  there,  and  depofiting  its  crude, 
acrid,  and  corroding  liquors,  which  penetrate 
more  deeply  into  the  fubftance  of  the  lungs,  in- 
duces fpafms,  congeftions,  and  tubercles,  which 
firft  give  rife  to  cough,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
pain  of  the  cheft,  hemoptyfis,  or  inflammation, 
and,  laftly,  to  fuppuration,  purulent  fpitting,  ulce- 
ration, and  genuine  and  confirmed  phthifis  pui- 
monalis.  Moreover,  according  as  it  runs  its 
courfe  more  or  iefs  rapidly,  it  is  likewife  called 
acute  or  chronic . For  fome  phthifical  patients  are 
cut  off  in  a very  fhort  period,  while  others,  con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  drag  out  a very  linger- 
ing exiftence. 

56,  Since,  therefore,  phthifis  pulmonalis  is  not 
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always  of  the  fame  degree  of  feverity,  and  gene- 
rally attains  its  height  in  a gradual  manner,  it  is 
divided  by  fome  authors  into  three  degrees.  They 
fay  that  the  firjl  is  prefent  when  the  lungs  begin  to 
be  affected  with  congeflion,  are  obftrudted,  and  a 
kind  of  hedtic  heat  is  felt  in  them.  That  the  fe- 
cond  is  prefent  when  they  are  covered  with  tu- 
bercles, which  gradually  proceed  from  an  accu- 
mulation of  coagulated  lymph,  or  other  crude 
matter.  But  on  thefe  tubercles  becoming  infla- 
med, and  fuppuration  taking  place,  being  con- 
verted into  abfceffes  and  ulcers,  which  fometimes 
difcharge  pus  and  blood,  then  the  third  degree  is 
faid  to  have  commenced.  But  this  divifion  does  not 
feem  to  be  applicable  to  every  fpecies  of  phthifis 
pulmonalis,  as  every  fpecies  does  not  uniformly 
arife  from  tubercles,  although  this  happens  moil 
frequently  ; and  confequently  every  phthifis  pul- 
monalis does  not  obferve  the  fame  manner  of 
commencing  and  proceeding  in  its  courfe.  For 
thofe  which  proceed  from  hemoptyfis  alone,  from 
pleurify  or  peripneumony  having  undergone  fup- 
puration, or  from  an  acrid  and  corroding  hu- 
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mour,  and  fimilar  caufes,  can  by  no  means  be  ac- 
commodated to  this  divifion.  Since,  therefore,  the 
variety  of  the  caufes  occaiions  confiderable  diffe- 
rence in  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  in  my  opinion 
it  is  better  divided  into  incipient  and  confirmed.  To 
the  incipient  may  be  referred,  the  fpurious  and  im- 
perfect fpecies,  together  with  the  tubercular  and ficir- 
rhous  (54.) ; to  the  confirmed,  the  genuine , and 
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exquijitc , or  ulcerous . But  as  the  confirmed  or  ul- 
cerous complaint  likewife  gradually  goes  through 
its  ftages,  until  it  arrives  at  its  fatal  termination, 
in  order  to  exhibit  its  various  ftates  in  a clear 
point  of  view,  it  is  with  better  reafon  divided  into 
three  degrees,  indicated  by  the  difference  of  the 
ulceration  and  emaciation.  The  jirfl  is  faid  to  be 
prefent  when  the  lungs  begin  to  be  in  fome  mea- 
fure  ulcerated,  and  the  extenuation  of  the  body  is 
not  very  obvious.  The  fecond , when  the  ulceration 
and  emaciation  appear  more  evidently.  And, 
laftly,  the  thirds  when  the  pus  is  diffufed  over  the 
whole  fyftem,  and  the  ulcer  fpreads  wider,  info- 
much  that  all  the  fluids  being  as  it  were  melted, 
the  bones  appear  only  covered  with  the  fkin  *. 

* Dupre’  de  Lille,  De  la  phthif.  pulm.  p.  11.  285.  et  ieq. 

57.  But  every  ulcer  of  the  lungs  does  not  im- 
mediately give  rife  to  genuine  phthifis,  unlefs  it 
occafions  emaciation  and  a flow  fever  (54.)  ; for 
it  is  by  no  means  a rare  occurrence,  as  almoft  all 
phyficians  know,  for  fome  patients  to  cough  up 
matter  from  the  lungs,  which  is  fometitnes  yel- 
low, fometimes  vifcid  and  glutinous,  fometimes 
purulent,  and  even  ftreaked  with  blood,  who 
neither  exhibit  any  very  remarkable  emaciation, 
nor  labour  under  a conflant  flow  fever,  or  any 
other  great  inconvenience,  until  after  a great 
length  of  time,  fo  that  they  appear  to  lead  a tole- 
rably fecure  life.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  in 
the  lungs  of  fuch  perfons  there  is  an  ulcer  of  fome 
kind,  but  covered  with  a callus  or  gluten,  in  fuch  a 
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manner  that  it  can  neither  fpread  wider,  nor  does  it 
occafion  great  lofs  of  nourilhment,  or  impart  any 
pus  to  the  blood.  It  is  probable  that  fuch  an 
nicer  is  borne  like  an  iffue  or  cautery.  I have 
feen  it  protracted  in  feme  patients  for  forty  years, 
nay,  to  old  age  itfeif.  And  although  I thought 
that  I haddifcovered  fomething  of  aphthificai  habit 
in  them,  ftill  they  were  fufficiently  capable  of  at- 
tending to  the  affairs  of  life.  There  is  a great  reiem- 
blance  between  fuch  patients  and  thofe  who  are 
carried  off  very  gradually  by  chronic  phthifis . But 
thefe  laft,  although  very  gradually,  neverthelefs 
decline  daily,  and  are  not  free  from  a flow  fever. 
Some  authors  alfo  imagine  * that  ulcers  of  the  la- 
rynx, and  of  the  afpera  arteria>  becaufe  they  are 
not  feated  in  the  lungs,  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  phthifis.  But  the  body  is  frequently  redu- 
ced by  them  alfo,  and  a flow  fever  occafioned, 
by  which  ail  the  nutritious  matter  is  confumed. 
For  the  lungs  are  generally  affeCted  at  the  fame 
time,  or  the  taint  is  fhortly  propagated  to  them, 
I am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  this  phthifis,  if 
not  pulmonary , at  any  rate  may  be  named  tra- 
ck ealis. 

* Morgagn.  Epijl.  anat.  mod.  xxii.  11,27. 

58.  Enough  concerning  the  varieties  of  the 
complaint.  It  is  neceffary,  in  the  next  place, 
to  inveftigate  the  caufes  ot  a difeale  fo  very  dif- 
ficult of  cure,  and  of  fuch  frequent  occurrence. 
Its  proximate  caufe,  if  I miftake  not,  is  compre- 
hended by  whatever  obftruCts,  diftends,  relaxes, 
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■Irritates,  corrodes,  inflames,  or  lacerates  the  lungs 
and  the  neighbouring  parts,  in  confequence  of 
which  a purulent  ulcer  at  length  arifes.  But  this 
does  not  readily  happen,  unlefs  the  predifpofing 
and  exciting  caufes  concur  with  it.  Of  the  pre- 
difpofing caufes  the  chief  are,  the  period  of  life 
between  eighteen  and  thirty-five  * ; a delicate 
organization  of  the  lungs  and  whole  body;  a mal- 
conformation  of  the  cheft ; the  fanguine  and  cho- 
leric temperament ; plethora  ; a bad  date  of  the 
fluids,  arifing  from  various  caufes  ; various  acri- 
monies of  the  fluids  ; and  an  hereditary  taint. 
The  exciting  caufes  are,  violent  emotions  of 
mind  ; exceffive  ftudy,  efpecially  by  night  ; long 
continued  watching  ; bad  living  ; too  great  indo- 
lence or  activity  ; premature  venery  ; a thick, 
damp,  marfhy  fituation,  expofed  to  fudden  vi- 
ciflitudes  of  weather*  or  too  rarified,  light,  and 
elevated  an  atmofphere  f ; a dry  fummer,  with 
the  north-wind  prevailing,  fucceeded  by  a rainy 
autumn,  and  a continuation  of  the  fouth-windj; 
cold  fuddenly  fucceeding  to  heat ; blows,  contu- 
fions,  and  wounds  ; extraneous  bodies  falling  or 
inhaled  into  the  afpera  arteria;  great  {training 
of  the  voice  ; violent  efforts ; keeping  in  the 
breath  long ; poifons  ; the  noxious  effluvia  of 
coals  ||  ; thofe  arifing  from  metals  and  acids,  as 
the  nitrous  and  vitriolic  § ; a cough,  defluxion, 
catarrh,  and  very  frequently  the  omitting  of  bleed- 
ing in  thefe  laft ; hemoptyfis ; pleurify  or  perip- 
Vol.  V.  E 
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neumony  being  imperfectly  refolvedH,  or  ter- 
minating in  fuppuration  ; fcurvy  ; fcrofula  ; lues 
venerea ; hypochondriacs  and  hyfteria  ; morbid 
tranflatiom ; the  fuppreffion  of  ufual  evacua- 
tions ; herpes,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  other 
cuticular  complaints  being  forced  in  ; and,  laftly, 
contagion,  if  we  abide  by  the  common  opi- 
nion f f.  ; - • f--  1 

| . i i •'  \ 1 * * '*  I ‘ ''  0 i * t * *'•  < \ 

* Hippocr.  aph.  9.  feet.  5.  &i  aph.  7.  feci.  8.  f Rosier  de 
la  Chaffagne,  Manuel  dss  pulmoniq.  p.  282.  283.  X Hippocr. 

aph.  I3.,fe6i.  3.  & aph.  22.  fe£t.  3.  |j  Rozier  de  la  Chaffagne, 
Manuel  cl es pulmoniq.  p.  281.  Van  Helmont,  Oper.  p.  200.  § Hip- 
pocr. aph.  12.  fe£t.  6.  Idem,  aph.  15,  feci.  7.  & Coac.  n.  438. 

**  Id  , aph.  15.  fe£t.  5. 

-f-f  Morgagni  (Epift.  anat.  med.  xxii.)  declares  himfelf  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  confider  phthifis  as  contagious.  Van  Swieten  con- 
firms the  fame  opinion  by  adducing  iniiances  of  it.  Antonio  Coc- 
chi,  however,  and  lately  Caftellani,  ProfefTor  of  the  Practice  at 
Mantua,  have  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  oppofite  opinion.  In 
Tufcany,  however,  notwithftanding  that  the  College  of  Phyficians 
have  pronounced  phthilis  to  be  free  of  contagion,  it  has  been  or- 
dained by  law,  that  the  apartments,  cloaths,  and  other  things 
•which  have  been  ufed  by  confumptive  patients,  fhall  be  purified, 
the  old  partitions  being  taken  down,  and  new  ones  ere6ted  in  their 
Read,  and  every  thing  elfe  committed  to  the  flames. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

Sf  1 • *"v  * g 

59.  But  as  phthifis,  when  once  prefent,  can. 
fcarcely  be  removed,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  to  forefee  and  prevent  it  before  it  com- 
mences its  attack.  Its  future  appearance  may  be 
apprehended  from  the  patient’s  being  born  of 
phthifical  parents  ; from  his  having  a narrow,  flat 
cheft  y high  fhoulders  ; a long  final!  neck  ; from 
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his  being  of  tall  ftature  ; from  his  having  a weak 
or  hollow  voice  ; a fine  fldn  ; from  his  being  01 
a fair  complexion,  and  having  a beautiful  ro- 
fy  complexion ; from  his  being  of  a flender 
habit;  from  premature  acutenefs  of  judgment; 
from  his  being  hunch-backed,  and  expectorating 
a great  quantity  of  phlegm,  efpecially  in  the 
morning  ; from  his  being  frequently  fubjeCt  to 
catarrhal  affections ; and,  laftly,  from  preceding 
difeafes  That  the  complaint  has  begun,  is 
generally  indicated  chiefly  by  three  fymptoms  : 
namely,  a conftant  cough  ; hectic  fever,  which 
is  aggravated  after  meals,  and  fometimes  inter- 
mits in  the  morning  ; and  wafting  of  the  mufeu- 
lar  parts.  The  cough  at  the  beginning  is  fre- 
quently mild  indeed,  fometimes  dry,  fometimes 
moift,  and  like  a catarrhal  one,  and  afterwards 
becoming  more  troublefome,  efpecially  after 
meals,  infomuch  that  it  not  unfrequently  is  fol- 
lowed by  vomiting  of  the  food,  whether  this  be 
derived  from  the  oefophagus  being  irritated  at 
the  fame  time,  or  from  the  ftomach  being  com- 
prefled,  in  confequence  of  the  violent  contraction 
of  the  diaphragm  and  abdomen.  Morton  is  of 
opinion  that  this  particular  fymptom  diftinguifhes 
the  phthifical  from  the  catarrhal  cough  ; and 
ftill  more  certainly  if  to  it  be  added  loathing  of 
food  ; thirft  ; a vifeid,  thick  expectoration  of  va- 
rious colours,  fometimes  ftreaked  with  blood,  and 
of  a fait,  or  fweet,  or  bitter,  or  any  other  foreign 
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tafte  ; a fenfe  of  weight  in  the  cheft,  efpecially 
where  the  injury  is  feated  ; unufual  oppreffion  ; 
difficulty  of  lying  on,  either  fide,  exciting  cough  ; 
fometimes  a dull  pain  in  a particular  part  ; the 
refpiration  fomewhat  laborious,  efpecially  after 
walking  quick,  or  mounting  flairs  ; flight  fweats, 
at  night  or  in  the  morning  ; railed  and  tenfe  hy- 
pochondres,  opprefled  with  a fenfe  of  weight; 
and,  lafiiy,  ’haflinefs  of  temper,  or  a tendency  to 
lownefs  of  fpirits.  The  fever  at  firft  is  attended 
with  fcarcely  any  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  afterwards 
Increafes  gradually,  without  exceeding  the  form 
of  a flow  or  hetlic  fever.  It  is  accompanied  with 
very  manifeft  heat  externally,  particularly  in  the 
palms  of  the  hands  and  foies  of  the  feet,  with 
watching,  and  occafional  fluffing  of  the  cheeks. 
In  the  mean  time  the  urine  is  fcanty,  and  deep- 
coloured,  and  readily  becomes  turbid.  The  ema- 
ciation at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  is  generally 
flight,  and  goes  on  flowly,  and  fcarce  perceptibly. 
But  when  the  fever  increafes,  when  the  appetite 
is  loft,  the  digeflion  vitiated,  as  well  as  the  juice 
with  which  the  body  ought  to  be  nourifhed  ; 
then  the  patient  falls  off  mofl  rapidly,  being 
fhortly  brought  down  to  a mere  fkeleton. 

* Hippocr.  aph.  15.  fe£t.  5.  &.  Coat.  n.  17.  438.444.469. 

Co.  Whenever  it  lays  afide  the  appearance  of  a 
flow  fever  (59.)?  and,  becoming  more  acute,  re- 
fembles  a pleuritic  or  peripneumonic  one,  or  has 
acceffions  like  thofe  of  intermitting  fevers,  but 
vague  and  anomalous, — which  is  a fvmptom  pe- 
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cellar  to  fuppuration, — -and  real  pus  begins  to  be 
ipit  up  ; there  is  then  no  doubt  that  confirmed 
confumption  is  prefent.  For  in  a fl.iort  time  the 
greateft  degree  of  colliquation  arifes  over  the 
whole  body,  both  in  confequence  of  the  violent 
motion  of  the  fever,  and  from  pus  being  abforbed 

X - • 

into  the  veins.  Hence  the  fweats,  efpecially 
thofe  occurring  at  night  and  in  the  morning,  are 
aggravated,  and  become  almoft  conftant,  fre~ 
quentiy  alternating  with  a diarrhoea  ; the  urine 
is  difcharged  in  greater  quantity,  and  frequently 
exhibits  melted  fat  floating  on  its  furface.  On 
which  account  a very  rapid  lofs  of  flrength,  and 
the  molt  extreme  degree  of  emaciation,  fucceed. 
With  regard  to  the  fpitting  of  blood,  as  I have 
already  obferved  (54.),  it  has  not  unfrequently 
happened  that,  after  a long-continued  purulent  ex- 
pectoration accompanying  a troublefome  cough^ 
the  lungs,  on  being  opened,  have  exhibited  no 
appearance  of  ulceration.  * Which  is  confirmed 
by  Caffimir  Medicus  ( Obf,  Med,  voL  i.  p.  279. 
to  320.),  who,  upon  differing  dead  bodies  after 
purulent  expectoration,  very  feldom  found  the 
lungs  ulcerated,  but  frequently  indurated  ; fome~ 
times  without  any  taint,  although  the  patients 
had  daily  coughed  up  a great  quantity  of  pus  ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  he  difeovered  a collection 
of  liquid  pus  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary,  however,  to  guard  againft  letting  down 
that  for  pus  which  is  by  no  means  fo  ; nor  mu$ 
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the  lungs  be  differed  negligently,  for  they  fre- 
quently abound  with  fmall  ulcers  and  abfcefles 
fcattered  here  and  there  over  their  furface,  and 
fcarcely  ohlervable,  from  whence  a difcharge  of 
pus  might  have  taken  place,  notwithftanding  that 
the  fubftance  of  the  lungs  afterwards  might  ap- 
pear to  be  found.  But  this  is  an  error  into 
which  fkilful  and  experienced  practitioners  are 
in  no  danger  of  falling, 

6 1.  Moreover,  as  the  difeafe  is  haftening  to  its 
fatal  termination,  aphthse  break  out  in  the  mouth, 
palate,  and  fauces,  occafioning  pain  and  heat 
when  the  patient  attempts  to  wallow ; the  voice 
becomes  hoarfe,  nay,  is  fometimes  intirely  loft  ; 
a fetid  finell  proceeds  not  only  from  the  mouth, 
but  from  the  whole  body  5 fometimes  puftules 

* 1 

are  formed  upon  the  metacarpi ; the  hair  falls  out ; 
the  nails  become  adunque  ; the  temples  collapfe  ; 
the  eyes  become  hollow,  the  noftriis  thin  ; the 
feet  and  hands  fwell  ; the  bones  are  covered  al- 
ia oft  only  with  the  {kin  ; the  expedoration  flops; 
the  difcourfe  becomes  incoherent  (Cone,  n.  43% 
Hipp.  aph.  17.  fed:.  7.)  ; the  cough  ceafes  ; but 
the  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing  and  anxiety 
are  prefent ; the  pulfe  is  languid  and  weak,  inter- 
mits, and  at  length  ceafes  ; and  then  death,  while 
the  patient  ftili  entertains  fome  hopes,- — for  in  no 
difeafe  are  the  patients  more  buoyed  up  with  falle 
hopes,— gradually  comes  on,  and  puts  a period 
to  his  fufierings.  But  death  moft  frequently  oc- 
curs unexpectedly,  either  while  the  patient  is 
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ihifting  his  fituation  in  bed,  or  when  a fudden 
change  of  weather  takes  place  to  hot  or  cold,  as 
if  it  came  on  by  health.  The  lungs  of  fuch  pa- 
tients are  generally  found  confumed,  corroded, 
and  excavated,  with  large  hollows  in  them. 
Sometimes  alfo  an  affufion  of  pus  into  the  cavity 
of  the  thorax,  corroding  and  corrupting  all  the 
parts,  is  found.  It  at  times  happens  that  the 
phthifical  patient  is  attacked  with  a moft  acute 
pain  of  the  fide  affected,  which  yields  to  no  re- 
medy. I have  more  than  once  difeovered  on 
difleftion,  that  this  takes  place  in  confequence 
of  pus  penetrating  into  the  pleura,  and  corroding 
it,  and  vellicating  the  nerves  which  come  from 
above,  together  with  the  neighbouring  mufcles. 

62.  But  the  nature  of  the  phthifis  trachealis  is 
different.  This  complaint,  confiding  of  ulcers  of 
the  larynx  and  trachea  (57.)?  ts  preceded  by  a 
long-continued  difeharge  of  acrid  or  fait  humour  ; 
by  an  herpetic  or  fcorbutic  taint  ; by  a (pitting  of 
blood  conjoined  with  other  fymptoms  (23.)  ; and 
by  a flight  cough  and  titillation,  chiefly  affe  fling 
the  larynx.  But  the  fame  cough  and  titillation 
accompany  the  pain  or  heat  at  the  top  of  the  afpe- 
ra  arteria  ; a fpitting  of  faliva,  which  is  fcanty, 
frothy,  not  concofted,  and  fometimes  mixed 
with  purulent  and  white  breaks,  and  fometimes 
with  ftreaks  of  blood,  foinetimes  truly  purulent 
and  lanious,  fometimes  inodorous,  fometimes 
Slightly  fetid,  but  having  the  peculiar  fmell  of 
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pus ; hoarfenefs  ; aphonia  ; and  fome  extenua- 
tion of  the  body,  particularly  of  the  hands  and 
fingers.  Befides,  there  are  prefent  fymptoms  of 
the  futute  appearance  of  phthifis  (59.)  ; but  the 
following  fymploms  are  abfent,  namely,  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  cheft ; the  difficulty  of  lying 
down  ; the  difficulty  of  breathing  is  not  felt,  even 
when  mounting  a pair  of  flairs ; deep-feated 
cough  5 and  conftant  fever,  or,  if  there  be  any 
prefent,  it  is  fo  inconfiderable  that  it  fometimes 
appears  to  be  intirely  wanting.  Lin&uffes  and 
troches  kept  in  the  mouth,  and  fwailowed  gra- 
dually, are  very  efficacious  in  allaying  the  heat* 
prickling,  and  cough.  At  length,  when  the 
complaint  advances,  the  bronchia,  and  likewife 
the  lungs,  become  ulcerated,  and  it  terminates  in 
actual  phthifis  pulrnonalis. 

63.  Moreover,  the  fpecies  of  phthifis  which  is 
occasioned  by  feirrhus , crude  tubercles , and  indu- 
rations of  the  lungs,  has  fome  marks  peculiar 
to  it,  by  which  it  may  be  diftinguifhed  from 
the  others.  It  is  generally  attended  with  a dry 
cough,  which  is  very  troublefome,  and  alleviated 
neither  by  oily,  nor  pe&oral,  nor  paregoric  re- 
medies. If  any  thing  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  be  coughed  up,  it  is  fcanty,  frothy,  and 
very  like  water  in  which  foap  has  been  diffolved, 
and  generally  continues  fo  even  to  the  end  of  the 
difeafe  \ unlefs,  as  not  unfrequently  happens,  the 
cough  be  fucceeded  by  hemoptyfis,  in  which  a 
bloody  expectoration  afterwards  fupervenes,  mixed 
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with  crude,  lymphatic  matter.  Beiides,  thofe 
who  labour  under  this  fpecies  of  phthifis  not  only 
make  fhort  and  frequent  infpirations,  but  are  like- 
wife  obliged  to  draw  their  breath  by  inclining 
their  bread:  forwards,  and  are  fenfible  of  a fre- 
quent pricking  fenfation  in  different  parts  of  the 
cheft ; while  the  fever  is  generally  neither  vio- 
lent nor  conflant.  Frequently  the  glands  of  the 
neck  or  axillae,  and  thofe  of  other  parts,  fwell 
and  alfume  a icrofuious  appearance.  From  which 
we  may  conjedure,  that  fimilar  effeds  take  place 
in  the  lungs.  Let  thefe  marks  be  underftood  of 

i 

feitrhous,  ftrumous,  and  indurated  lungs.  Be- 
sides, there  is  a tubercle  of  the  lungs,  of  which 
authors  make  mention,  not,  as  in  the  former  cafe, 
affecting  the  whole  lungs,  but  only  fome  part,  and 
which  is  capable  of  fuppuration.  According 
to  Baglivi  (Prax.  Med.  1.  2.  c.  8.),  thofe  who 
are  affeded  with  this  difeafe,  <c  though  in  other 
refpeds  well,  begin  to  breathe  with  difficulty  ; 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  is  gradually  increaled  ; 
their  refpiratioa  is  not  ftertorous,  and  they  do  not 
expedorate  any  thing  ; they  likewife  feel  a con- 
ftant  pain  in  the  cheft,  and  cannot  lie  upon  the  part 
affected  ; they  are  troubled  with  a dry  cough  : 
at  length  the  cheeks  grow  red ; a flight  fever 
comes  on  ; and,  as  fuppuration  approaches,  other 
fymptoms  of  it  iupervene.  But  two  pathognomo- 
nic fymptoms  cf  the  tubercle  being  ftill  crude  and 
incipient  are,  a dry  cough  and  flight  pain  on  one 
or  other  fide  cf  the  cheft,  agreeably  to  the  remark 
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of  Hippocrates : So  long  as  the  tubercle  remains 
flill  crude , it  occafions  a flight  pain  and  dry  cough  d 
(L.  i.  De  Morb.j. 

64.  Although  it  has  already  been  ffiewn,  that 
both  in  incipient  and  confirmed  phthifis  the  re- 
fpiration  is  injured,  and  the  bread  more  or  lefs 
affected  in  fome  part  with  pain  ; this  does  not 
hold  lb  univerfally  but  that  fometimes  both  fymp- 
toms  are  abfent.  This  frequently  happens  in 
that  fpecies  of  phthifis  which  has  been  occafioned 
merely  by  hemoptyfis,  without  any  other  morbid 
ftate  of  the  lungs.  In  addition  to  the  cough, 
fpitting  of  blood,  fever,  and  emaciation,  the  pa- 
tient fcarcely  ever  complains  of  pain  or  dyfpnoea. 
Nay,  the  patients  for  the  mod  part,  becaufe  they 
feem  to  themfeives  to  breathe  well,  and  have  no 
pain  any  where,  nor  lie  down  with  difficulty, 
will  fcarce  allow  themfeives  to  be  perfuaded  that 
there  is  in  fadt  an  ulcer  in  their  lungs.  Nor  is  it 
an  uncommon  thing  for  the  pain  to  be  wanting 
in  the  other  fpecies  of  phthifis  alfo  ; for  after 
death  great  part  of  the  lungs  has  been  found  cor- 
rupted, corroded,  or  in  a date  of  fuppuration, 
without  the  patient’s  having  experienced  any  pain. 
This  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  flow  corruption  of 
the  lungs,  or  to  their  fenfibility  being  diminifhed 
or  altogether  lofl,  on  account  of  fome  peculiar 
morbid  date.  An  ulcerated  date  of  the  lungs, 
therefore,  is  not  incompatible  with  the  ablence 
of  pain.  By  what  figns  the  phthifis  pituitofa  may 
be  didinguilhed  from  the  other  fpecies  of  the 
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complaint,  will  readily  appear  from  the  marks 
which  have  already  been  enumerated  (49.  j. 

THE  PROGNOSIS . 

65.  If  there  be  any  hopes  of  a cure  in  phthifis 
pulmonalis,  they  feem  to  have  place  only  in  the 
incipient  ftage ; for  the  confirmed  fpecies  fcarcely 
ever  admits  of  a cure.  For  the  ulcer  is  conftantly 
ex  poled  to  the  adtion  of  the  air  ; is  fituate  in  a 
part  from  which  the  pus  cannot  be  eafily  brought 
off,  which  is  always  thrown  into  commotion,  and 
never  at  reft,  and  frequently  violently  fhaken  by 
the  cough  itfelf ; and  abounding  with  tumours 
it  fcarcely  can  ever  heal  up.  If,  however,  it  be 
recent ; if  the  pus  be  readily  difcharged,  white, 
finooth,  equal,  and  not  fetid  ; if  no  fever,  or  only 
a flight  one,  accompany  it ; if  the  cough  do  not 
prove  very  diftreffing  ; if  the  appetite  be  good, 
accompanied  with  a good,  or  moderately  good 
habit  of  body,  and  full  cheft  ; and  fymptoms  of 
phthifical  colliquation  do  not  ftill  appear  ; we 
may  then  in  fome  meafure  expedt  a favourable 
termination,  particularly  when  the  ulcer  has  been 
occakoned  by  pleurify  or  peripneumony  un- 
dergoing iuppuration  ( Coac . 402.).  For  phyfi- 
cians  have  more  than  once  obferved  fpecies  of 
phthifis  arifing  from  this  caufe  terminate  favour- 
ably. When  the  oppofite  of  thefe  fymptoms  oc- 
cur, a contrary  prognofis  is  formed.  On  the 
whole,  the  hereditary  phthifis,  or  that  occafioned 
by  a mabconformatioa  of  the  cheft,  or  which  is 
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communicated  by  contagion,  generally  defies  the 
power  of  medicine.  However,  it  may  be  fome- 
times avoided  if  timely  affiftance  be  called  in. 
That  which  arifes  from  the  whole  habit  of  body 
(4 3-  53-)  is  more  eafily  cured  than  that  which  is 
named  originaria , ox  primary  (55.).  Likewife  the 
original  phthifis  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
fymptomatic  (55.)  ; as  alfo  that  one  is  attended 
with  more  danger  which  arrives  fooneft  at  the  ftate 
cf  colliquation  (60.).  The  fpecies  which  fuper- 
venes  upon  hemoptyjis , unlefs  it  has  arifen  from 
a blow,  or  from  the  effort  of  fpitting  up  blood, 
generally  proves  fatal  ( Coac . 438.).  It  is  like- 
wife a very  hopelefs  cafe  if  the  complaint  be 
owing  to  calculi,  ftones,  or  rough  bones  growing 
in  the  lungs  (54.),  becaufe,  as  Bennet  obferves 
(\ Theatr . Tab . p.  100.),  the  lungs  themfelves  are 
lacerated  by  them ; nor  can  they  be  made  to 
unite  again,  unlefs,  as  fometimes  happens,  thefe 
bodies  are  expelled  by  the  cough.  The  phthifis 
irachealis  (57.)  is  fometimes  cured,  if  immediately 
at  the  very  beginning  it  be  properly  treated,  or 
if  it  proceed  from  the  venereal  virus. 

66.  The  marks  which  follow  are  common  to 
every  fpecies  of  confumption.  Nothing  is  more 
pernicious  to  confumptive  perfons  than  the  diar- 
rhoea It  is  likewife  a very  bad  fymptom  if 
they  fpit  up  a great  deal  of  crude  matter,  without 
any  alleviation  of  the  difficulty  of  breathing  j\ 
They  run  greater  rifk  in  the  autumn,  and  during 
warm  rainy  weather  ±,  than  at  other  feafons  of 
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the  year*  When  they  are  feized  occafionally 
with  rigors,  it  is  a proof  of  the  near  approach  cf 
death  ||.  When  a diarrhoea  has  continued  a long 
time,  together  with  wafting  of  the  body,  if  it  fud- 
denly  flop,  and  the  prsecordia  become  railed,  it 
affords  an  unfavourable  prognoftic  §.  Hippo- 
crates ll  pronounced  it  to  be  a fatal  fymptom  if 
the  expectoration  of  phtiiical  patients  be  attended 
with  great  fetor,  together  with  falling  out  oi 
the  hair,  or  if,  when  the  matter  expectorated  is 
thrown  into  fea-water  or  falt-water it  finks  to 
the  bottom.  Hence,  according  to  Celfus,  has 
arifen  the  opinion  of  feme  who  affirm  f f that 
the  purulent  expectoration  is  to  be  diftinguilhed 
from  that  which  is  not  purulent,  by  thefe  two 
marks.  But  by  thefe  marks  the  bad  difpofition 
of  the  pus  only  is  indicated,  not  the  pus  itfelf,  as 
the  words  of  Hippocrates  declare,  and  as  Mor- 
gagni  has  properly  remarked.  And  this  appears 
more  manifeftly  from  the  circumftance,  that  Hip- 
pocrates, elfewhere  enumerating  the  marks  of 
good-conditioned  pus,  has  obferved  that  it  ought 
to  be  white,  inodorous,  and  fmooth.  Moreover, 
if  by  fuch  trials  the  nature  of  pus  were  to  be  dif- 
covered,  many  things  feem  to  evince  that  fuch  a 
mode  ot  afeertaining  it  is  uncertain  and  fallacious. 
For  the  matter  expectorated  by  fcorbutic  perfons^ 
although  it  be  not  purulent,  is  neverthelefs  gene- 
rally fetid,  and  more  fo  if  it  be  placed  on  live  coal, 
for  whatever  has  an  animal  nature  when  put  upon 
the  fire  emits  a difagreeable  fra  ell.  It  is  likewife 
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generally  fait,  and  therefore  heavier  ; and  if  It  be 
deprived,  by  fhaking  it,  of  its  air-bubbles,  it  be- 
comes fo  heavy,  that  when  thrown  into  fait  wa- 
ter, not  to  fay  common  water,  efpecially  when 
warm,  although  not  purulent,  it  readily  falls  to 
the  bottom.  Nothing,  therefore,  more  certainly 
points  out  the  nature  of  genuine  pus  than  the 
combination  of  feveral  fymptoms,  contrary  to 
what  fome  fuppofe,  relying  upon  a doubtful 
paffage  of  Aretseus  Thefe  are  the  fymptoms 
peculiar  to  the  expectoration  : A cineritious  or 
yellowifh  colour,  a particular  manner  of  cohering, 
by  which  the  lymph  and  phlegm  feparate,  and 
when  poured  upon  water  divide  into  threads  and 
flakes  ; the  phenomena  of  preceding  or  prefent 
fuppuration,  and  the  like,  which  cannot  efcape 
the  notice  of  an  experienced  practitioner.  Nor  is 
the  lightnefs  of  the  expectoration  any  objection  ; 
for  actual  pus  may  be  light  if  it  be  of  a laudable 
kind,fo  as  to  readily  float  not  only  upon  the  furface 
of  water  impregnated  with  fait,  or  fea-water,  but 
alfo  of  common  pure  water,  which  is  lighter.  Its 
fetor,  therefore,  weight,  or  bad  talte,  indicate  a 
worfc  difpofition  or  quality  of  the  pus,  but  do  not 
point  out  its  nature.  Nor  do  I think  that  what- 
ever flows  from  an  ulcer  is  to  be  named  pus,  as 
both  fames  and  ichor  of  various  kinds  are  fre- 
quently difcharged  by  ulcers.  Sanious  and  ichor- 
ous expedoration,  therefore,  mult  be  carefully 
dillinguilhed  from  that  which  is  purulent.  And, 
laflly,  the  expectoration  which  only  in  external 
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appearance  refembles  that  of  pus,  is  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  purulent ; for  the  mucous  and  coagu- 
lable  fluids  by  ftagnation  and  heat  may  become 
fo  concocted  as  to  refemble  pus  itfelf.  The  ex- 
pectoration is  then  more  properly  named  purl - 
form . 

* Hippocr.  apb.  14.  fe&  5.  Coac.  n.  436.  f Coac . n.  445. 
J Aph.  10.  fe£L  3.  ||  Coac . n.  443.  § Coac.  n.  287.442. 

IT  APh-  10.  feci.  5.  Coac.  n.  434.  **  Coac.  ti.  435. 

ff  Lib.  iii.  c.  22.  n.  25.  Morgag.  Eptjl.  anat.  mcd . x:\ii. 

Rozier  de  la  Chaffagne,  Malad.  de  la  poitrine , p.  255, 

67.  As,  therefore,  phthifis  is  a difeafe  which, 
when  of  long  {landing,  is  removed  with  the  ut- 
moll  difficulty,  its  progrefs  mull  be  early  op- 
pofed.  But  in  the  great  variety  of  the  caufes 
and  fpecies  of  the  complaint  (58.),  no  plan  of 
treatment  can  ;be  adopted  fo  univerfaily  as  to  be 
accommodated  to  the  different  caufes  and  varie- 
ties of  phthifis,  and  to  their  different  ftages  or 
degrees.  In  general,  however,  it  is  necefiary  to 
remove  the  caufe  by  which  the  defedt  or  vitiation 
of  the  nutriment  is  occafioned,  or  its  appofition  to 
the  parts  to  be  nourifhed  prevented;  to  remove  the 
difeafes  from  which  the  confumption  originates  ; 
to  correct  the  acrimony  of  the  blood  ; to  prevent 
oMtrudtions  and  congeftions,  or  to  difcufs  them 
when  already  prelent,  that  they  may  not  give 
rife  to  inflammation,  fuppuration,  and  ulceration; 
and,  laftly,  to  ftrengthen  the  whole  fyftem,  or 
particular  parts  of  it  which  are  in  a {late  of  re- 
laxation. 
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THE  CURE . 

68.  The  confumption,  therefore,  which  arife* 
from  the  caufes  enumerated  (43.  44.),  requires 
thofe  remedies  which  remove  tumours,  fungus, 
fcirrhus,  ulcers,  rigidity,  callus,  ftrifture,  paralyfis, 
or  other  morbid  conditions  of  the  oefophagus  and 
ftomach,  from  which  I have  mentioned  dyfpha- 
gia  proceeds  ( Chap . on  Dyfphagia ) ; fuller,  or 
more  nutritious  diet ; aperients  ; faponaceous  re- 
medies ; gentle  purges,  efpecially  thofe  compofed 
of  rhubarb  ; and,  laftly,  ftrengthening  remedies, 
or  thofe  which  are  calculated  for  checking  excef- 
five  evacuations  of  every  kind, 

69.  In  the  cure  of  the  firft  fpecies  of  tabes  dor- 
falls  (45.),  if  the  precepts  of  Hippocrates  deferve 
to  be  regarded,  we  muft  immediately,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe,  have  recourfe  to  eme- 
tics and  cathartics,  and  next  to  the  copious  em- 
ployment of  whey,  or  affes  milk,  and,  laftly,  of 
cows  milk,  for  forty  days  ; and  for  fupper  ought 
to  be  given,  alica,  or,  what  is  at  prefent  in  greater 
ufe,  rice  or  barley  gruel,  or  pottage  of  the  flour  of 
oats  or  fago,  and  the  like.  Likewife  delicate 
flefh,  efpecially  roafted  fowls,  and  frefh  eggs  may 
be  allowed.  Nor  in  the  mean  time  muft  we  ne- 
glect fomentations  and  the  warm  bath.  But  to 
thefe  fome  prefer  the  cold  bath,  bark,  and  fteel, 
as  reftoring  tone  and  vigour  to  the  relaxed  fibres 
and  whole  fyftem.  Tiflot  relies  chiefly  upon 
thefe  in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint  And 
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Grainger  aflerts  that  fteel  pofieftes  fuch  virtue, 
that  he  never  difcovered  a remedy  comparable  to 
it.  Likewife  Frid.  Cafim.  Medicus  f,  recom- 
mends fteel-filings  in  the  tabes  dorfalis  but  pre- 
fcribes  along  with  them  the  employment  of  co- 
pious drinking.  Moreover,  it  is  ncceffary  to  ab- 
ftaia  for  a year  from  intoxication,  from  venery, 
from  exceffive  labour,  although  walking,  and 
moderate  riding  in  a carriage  or  on  horleback, 
are  proper,  attention  being  paid  to  avoiding  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  iun,  or  too  great  cold. 

* Qnanifm.  -f*  Ludwig,  Com.  dt  rcb.  infeient.  nat.  et  med.  gejc, 
yol.  iv.  p.  236.  % Id. lb.  fuppl.  to  dec.  ii.  p.  223. 

70.  Nor  is  the  treatment  of  the  fecond  tabes 
dorfalis  very  different  (46.),  in  which,  however, 
both  white  wine,  fiih,  and  food  which  keeps  the 
belly  open,  and  milk  with  honey,  for  forty-five 
days,  are  allowed,  as  we  learn  from  the  book  De 
Intends  AjfeElionibus . It  is  there  alfo  preferibed, 
if  the  body  become  fwelled,  to  bum  different 
parts  of  the  neck,  back,  and  loins,  fo  as  to  form 
crufts  upon  them  : for,  in  confequence  of  this 
fucceeding  properly,  the  health  is  reftored.  For 
the  purpofe  of  de-obftru£ting  the  vifeera,  and 
ftrengthening  the  whole  body,  particularly  the 
nervous  fyftem,  may  be  employed,  for  a great 
length  of  time,  the  neutral  fairs,  as  the  fal  mira - 
bills  Glauleri , or  the  fal  polychreflus , or  vitriolated 
tartar,  with  an  infufion  of  valerian-root,  or  alone* 
with  its  deco&ion,  extract:,  or  powder,  as  not  a 
few  patients  have  been  obferved  to  recover  in  that 
Vol.  V.  F 
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way  from  this  fpecies  of  tabes  ; efpecially  if  ve- 
nery  have  been  abftained  from,  and  exercife  of 
body  fubftituted  in  its  place.  Both  in  this  and 
in  the  preceding  fpecies,  while  the  patients  em- 
ploy the  peruvian  bark  and  other  tonics,  the  befl 
thing  which  can  be  given  for  drink  is  the  ptlfana 
Dalijbii , which  is  compofed  as  follows — Rec. 
Mala  chrea  n,  ip  TLvifcerenlur , delude  cont . in 

mortar . m armor,  et  fenfim  affund.  decoct,  hord,  lib,  ij. 
pants  tojll  unc,  ij.  fyrup , moror.y  vin.  veter,  optim . 
unc,  vj. 

71.  In  the  third  tabes  dorfalis  (47.)  thefe  reme- 
dies feem  to  be  proper  which  remove  the  primary 
difeafe,  namely,  gonorrhoea^  or  fuor  albus.  But  if 
the  complaint  be  occafioned  by  an  impure  con- 
nection, mercury,  the  decoCtions  of  the  woods, 
and  milk,  are  of  fervice.  If  otherwife,  a method 
of  treatment  adapted  to  the  variety  of  the  caufes 
from  which  the  difeafe  has  fprung,  muft  be 
adopted.  Our  objeCt  muft  always  be  to  correct 
and  check  the  putrid  flow  by  which  the  body  is 
wafted.  Purging,  medicated  waters,,  particularly 
chalybeate  and  gently  balfamic  and  vulnerary  re- 
medies, are  very  much  approved  of.  Nor  muft 
I here  omit  the  cold-bath,  of  which  mo  ft  authors 
of  the  prefent  day  make  mention. 

72.  When  the  tabes  or  atrophia  from  inanition 
is  occafioned  by  other  immoderate  evacuations 
(15.),  the  cure  of  the  difeafes  by  which  it  is  kept 
up  muft  be  commenced,  and  the  defeCl  of  nou- 
rilhment  obviated  by  proper  diet.  But  if  the  con- 
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fumption  be  occafioned  by  depraved  or  imperfect 
digeftion,  or  chylification  (48.),  it  is  proper  to 
have  recourfe  to  bitters,  inciding  remedies,  and 
pe&oral  tonics.  But  when  a dyfcrafy  and  bad 
difpofition  of  the  blood  perverts  and  corrupts  the 
nutritious  matter,  fuch  a morbid  ftate,  which  is 
pointed  out  by  the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  it,  mud 
be  removed.  Laftly,  when  the  tabes  is  occafioned 
by  a morbid  ftate  of  the  folids,  and  the  fpecies  of 
difeafe  named  by  Morton  atrophia  nervofa  (49.) 
arifes,  the  power  of  the  nerves  and  other  folids  is 
to  be  roufed,  efpecially  by  cordials,  gentle  aro- 
matics, ferulaceous  gums,  antifcorbutic  remedies, 
thofe  prepared  from  vipers,  chalybeates,  fri&ions, 
exercife,  long  journeys,  fwimming,  and  by  the 
moft  nutritious  and  eafily  digefted  food.  The 
Englifh  are  principally  liable  to  this  complaint, 
of  which  they  frequently  get  rid  by  travel- 
ling into  diftant  countries.  Concerning  this 
phthifis,  I imagine  that  Sydenham  fpeaks  when 
he  aflerts,  “ that  riding  is  as  efficacious  in  the  cure 
of  phthifis  as  bark  in  that  of  intermitting  fevers.” 
But  the  oppofite  method  of  cure  is  to  be  adopted 
in  the  tabes  fenilis , or  any  other  fpecies  of  the 
complaint  arifing  from  too  great  rigidity,  and,  as 
it  were,  callovfnefs  of  the  folids,  in  order  that  they 
maybe  foftened,  relaxed,  and  rendered  penetrable 
by  the  fluids  flowing  into  them.  On  which  ac- 
count the  tepid  bath,  anointing  the  patient,  gentle 
fridtion,  the  foup  of  frogs  and  turtles,  oaten  gruel, 
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and  efpecially  whey,  nay,  affes  milk,  which  Sy- 
denham and  others  propofe  for  averting  the  evils 
of  old  age,  will  be  advantageoufly  called  in. 

73*  But  in.  the  tabes  or  atrophia  nervofa , ari- 
fing  from  the  whole  habit,  which  has  been  im- 
properly confidered  by  fome  as  a tabes  dorfalis 
(50.),  when  it  ought  rather  to  be  named  fecon - 
dary  incipient  phthijis  pulmonalis , whether  it  be 
conjoined  with  obftruftion  of  the  fpinal  marrow 
or  not,  the  cure  intirely  refts  on  inciding,  ape- 
rient, refolving  remedies,  and  thofe  which  atte- 
nuate the  fluids,  and  impart  ftrength  to  the  fibres. 
Wherefore,  as  the  author  of  the  book  De  Iniernh 
Ajfeftionibns  preferibes  vomiting,  it  ought  to  be 
excited  firft  by  drinking  vinegar  and  water,  and 
by  means  of  a feather  dipped  in  oil  thruft  into  the 
fauces  ; after  which  the  juice,  both  of  beet  boiled 
along  with  honey,  and  that  of  cabbage  boiled  with 
fait,  may  be  drunk  for  a month.  Next,  interpo- 
fing  one  month,  during  which  the  patient  may 
eat  animal  food  and  drink  wine,  for  another 
month  he  may  ufe  odoriferous  and  gently  aro- 
matic and  ftimulant  herbs,  as  rue,  anife,  mint, 
corriander,  bafil,  parfley-roots,  and  the  like  ; as 
attenuating  and  refolving  the  vifeid  humours,  ex- 
citing the  adion  of  all  theveflfels,and  in  fome  mea- 
fureroufing  the  nerves.  He  maylikewiie  occafion- 
ally  employ  fomentations,  or  the  tepid  bath,  that 
by  increafing  the  perfpiration  the  whole  body 
may  be  purified.  He  ought  every  day  to  take 
exercife  at  ftated  hours,  increafing  it  gradually. 
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until  he  at  length  extend  his  walk  to  150  fiadia  * 
each  day.  In  the  mean  time  he  may  drink  wine, 
firft  white  and  fweet,  and  afterwards  red  and  au- 
ftere,  and  eat  flefh  and  victuals  gradually  more 
nourifhing,  fattening,  and  cartilaginous.  For 
when  treated  in  this  way  he  may  expeft  to  be 
reftored  to  health  in  a twelvemonth.  Raulin 
( Obf.  de  Med ’ Art . v.  p.  61.)  found  this  method 
of  treatment  to  be  confident  with  reafon,  and  of 
the  greateft  utility,  as  refting  upon  certain  indi- 
cations ; which,  however,  in  the  great  variety  of 
articles  in  the  Materia  Medica,  every  one  will  be 
at  liberty  to  fulfil  by  different  medicines  at  plea- 
fure. 

* A ftadium  is  125  paces. 

74.  Laftly,  the  fourth  tabes  dorfalis  (52.),  which, 
in  my  opinion,  if  it  be  not  the  fame  as  the  rha - 
chitis , or  rhachialgia , of  modern  writers,  at  any 
rate  is  exceedingly  like  it,  requires  the  fame  me- 
thod of  treatment.  It  muft  therefore  be  oppofed 
by  bitters,  antacids,  aperients,  by  gummy  and 
diaphoretic  means,  by  hot  fprings  and  chalybeate 
waters,  and  by  ftrengthening  remedies.  Nor  is 
it  improper  to  reftore  the  tone  of  the  fyftem  by 
friction  and  exercife  ; and  the  patient  ought 
to  breathe  as  much  as  poffible  the  dry  air  of 
the  plains,  and  to  ufe  fimple,  nourifiiing,  and 
delicate  diet.  Rhubarb,  in  particular,  with  fait 
of  tartar,  tin&ure  of  antimony,  the  root  of  the 
Ofmunda  regain 7 of  turmeric,  madder,  and  wild 
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valerian,  gum-fagapenum,  afiafoetida  *,  or  the 
flowers  of  fal  ammoniac,  with  fteel,  are  believed 
to  poffefs  great  efficacy  in  this  difeafe.  But  the 
complaint  generally  defies  all  medical  aid,  and, 
after  long  continued  pains,  fpafins,  parefis  of  the 
limbs,  bladder,  anus,  and  the  like,  which  gra- 
dually reduce  the  patient  to  a (late  of  marafmusy 
terminates  in  death.  I never  faw  it  perfectly 
cured,  although  I have  feen  it  fo  mitigated  as  to 
fpare  the  patient’s  life  for  fome  years.  More- 
over, the  atrophia  ncrvofa  (53.),  as  it  is  ccca- 
fioned  by  an  acrid  dyfcrafy  of  the  fluids,  flug- 
gifhnefs  and  defedt  of  bile,  and  rigidity  of  the 
fibres,  is  ufually  treated  by  means  of  diluent, 
correcting,  and  faponaceous  remedies,  as  a pti- 
fan  of  the  roots  of  grafs,  taraxacum,  fuccory, 
and  agrimony,  with  the  addition  of  fome  neutral 
or  fubacid  fait ; by  means  of  the  juices  of  thefe 
plants  with  whey  ; by  medicated,  acidulous  wa- 
ters, flightly  impregnated  with  fteel  and  fixed  air  ; 
by  anodyne  emulfions  ; by  the  tepid  bath,  and  a 
bland  vegetable  diet.  Likewife  gentle  emollient 
injections,  travelling,  amufement,  and  exercife, 
are  of  the  higheft  advantage  in  this  difeafe.  The 
fpecies  of  the  complaint,  again,  which  is  kept  up 
by  love  or  noftalgia,  requires  gratification,  or  ex- 
poftulating  and  foothing  the  patient’s  mind.  The 
fecondary  fpecies,  occafioned  by  hyfteria  or  hy- 
pochondriafis,  muft  be  treated  like  the  primary 
difeafe. 

* See  Differ  t.  de  ajfafetlda , Joh.  Punut,  G Getting.  1778 
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75.  But  I mud  now  proceed  to  the  cure  of 
phthifis  pulmonalis  (54.).  In  it  we  ought  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  any  ulceration,  or,  when  the 
lungs  have  already  become  ulcerated,  to  attempt 
the  healing  up  of  the  ulcers  with  the  greateft  dil- 
patch.  Of  which  the  firft  indication  applies  to 
the  incipient  phthifis  (54.  56.  59.),  the  fecond  to 
the  confirmed  (56.  60,).  Hence,  to  remove  all 
apprehenfion  of  ulceration  taking  place  in  the  in- 
cipient complaint,  a copious  afflux  of  humours  to 
the  lungs  mull  be  checked,  congeftions  difcufled, 
obftrudtions  removed,  tubercles  diifolved,  any 
tendency  to  inflammation  obviated,  and  every 
acrimony  of  the  blood,  or  other  vitiation  of  it, 
corre&ed. 

76.  It  is  therefore  proper  to  gently  purge  the 
belly,  repeating  it  feveral  times  at  intervals  * ; to 
occafionally  let  blood  fparingly,  but  at  feparate 
intervals,  efpecially  when  any  apprehenfion  of 
fuppuration  is  to  be  removed,— which  the  expe- 
perience  f of  diftinguifhed  authors  has  fhewn  to 
be  a remedy,  not  only  in  threatening  or  incipient 
phthifis,  but  likewife  in  that  which  is  difpofed  to 
degenerate  into  the  confirmed  complaint, — to  derive 
the  morbid  matter  from  the  cheft  by  means  of 
blifters,  iflues,  fomentations,  the  hot-bath,  diure- 
tics, and  fudorifics ; to  employ  with  caution  di- 
luent, attenuant,  inciding,  and  aperient  remedies  ; 
to  affuage  the  fpafmodic  and  convulfive  contrac- 
tions and  irritation  cf  the  cough,  by  demulcent 
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and  oily  remedies,  and  thofe  which  ad  as  {heath- 
ers ; and,  laftly,  to  ftrengthen  the  fyftem  and 
lungs  by  means  of  .very  nourilhing  and  bland 
things.  Among  the  diluent,  attenuant,  and  ape- 
rient remedies,  the  loweft  rank  is  not  held  by 
the  warm,  acidulous,  mineral  waters.  But  in  the 
employment  of  them  we  muft  ufe  caution  that 
the  lungs  may  not  be  weakened  more  and  more 
by  taking  them  in  too  great  quantity,  or,  if  they 
have  already  fuffered  ulceration,  that  their  fenfi- 
bility  or  irritability  may  not  be  roufed,  which  is 
attended  with  no  fmall  injury  to  the  patient,  and 
which,  it  has  fometimes  been  obferved,  is  princi- 
pally occaiioned  by  the  acidulous  fpring-waters. 
Some,  therefore,  endeavour  to  corred  them  by 
the  addition  of  milk.  De (fault  endeavours  to  re- 
folve  the  tubercles,  by  which,  he  is  of  opinion, 
this  phthifis  is  always  produced,  by  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  iron,  or  fteel,  and  millepedes,  above 
which  he  prefcribes  to  be  drunk  a decodion  of 
the  root  of  nettles,  and  of  the  juice  of  water  nofe- 
frnart,  and  cheveril,  of  each  two  "ounces,  and  at 
the  fame  time  recommends  riding  at  mid-day 
Lancifi  alfo  endeavoured  to  refolve  the  crude  tu- 
bercles by  means  of  fweet  mercury  feven  times 
fublimated,  but  given  in  fmall  and  repeated  dofes. 
Nay,  Brilouet  |j  evidently  reftored  to  health  a wo- 
man and  man  labouring  under  confirmed  con- 
fumption  of  the  lungs,  by  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate,  after  the  manner  of  Van  Swieten,  and  by 
the  juice  of  water  nofe-fmart.  The  efficacy  of 
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this  remedy  in  the  removal  of  this  fpecies  of 
phthifis  is  completely  confirmed  by  its  frequent 
life,  and  the  excellent  effects  which  are  generally 
experienced  from  it  in  Lorrain  §. 

* Femelius’s  excellent  compofition  for  purging  the  belly  is  as 
follows  : — Rec.  Man.  eledt.  unc.j.  Solv.  in  s.  q.  aq.  com.  add.  aq. 
Calliae  deco£l.  unc.j.  Olei  amyg.  dulc.  unc.j.  M.  in  mort.  marm. 
exa&e.  Dof.  in  cochl.  j.  fingulis  iv.  horis  vel  j.  mane,  et  vefp.  item. 

f Dovar  & Cohaufen,  Edinb.  med.  efiays,  vol.  iv.  Van  Swieten 
on  Boerhaave,  aph.  J 1210.  Ludwig,  Com . de  reb.  in  feten.  not.  et 
med.  gejl.  vol.  ii.  p.401.  BilTet,  ibid.  vol.  v.  p.617.  J Edinb . 
med.  ejjays,  vol.  vii.  p.  121.  ||  Journ . ds  med.  Nov.  1777*  § Clerc, 

H\jl.  nat.  de  I'homme,  vol.  ii.  p.  35. 

v 77.  In  confirmed confumption , however  (56.  60.  J, 
when  the  lungs  are  at  length  confumed  by  an  ul- 
cer which  communicates  a purulent  taint  to  the 
blood,  it  is  better  in  that  cafe  to  abftain  from 
bleeding  ; unlefs  a pleuritic  pain,  violent  fever, 
and  difficult  refpiration,  indicating  a frefh  fuppu- 
ration,  require  it ; to  cleanfe  the  ulcer  by  fweet 
and  faponaceous  remedies,  and  fuch  as  excite  an 
expectoration  ; to  oppofe  the  corruption  by  fub- 
acid  and  vulnerary  antifeptics  ; and,  laftly,  to  in- 
duce a cicatrix  by  the  mildeft  exciting  balfams. 
The  dulcamara , or  folanum  f can  dens,  is  with  rea- 
fon  celebrated  on  account  of  exciting  an  expecto- 
ration ; from  ufing  a decoCtion  of  which  Werl- 
hof,  when  labouring  under  an  ulcer  of  the  lungs, 
derived  great  advantage,  and  at  length  recovered 
(Clerc,  l.c.  p.  35.  36.).  But  a great  quantity  of 
pus  is  expelled  by  its  ftalks  when  boiled  in  water, 
and  thus  the  ulcers  of  the  lungs  are  very  power- 
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fully  cleanfed.  To  the  clafs  of  drying  and  balfa- 
mic  remedies  ought  to  be  referred,  agreeable  and 
ftrong-fmelling  perfumes  * ; dry  pure  air  ; fugar 
of  red  rofes  ; lime-water,  both  fimple  and  com- 
pound ; the  vulnerary  plants,  as  fanicle,  milfoil, 
ground-ivy,  comfrey,  betony,  the  tops  of  the 
Hypericum  equifetum , agrimony,  and  the  like.  With 
regard  to  rofes,  Clerc  f affirms,  that  in  Spain 
phthifis  and  flow  fevers  ufed  to  be  cured  after  the 
method  of  Avenzoar,  namely,  by  the  copious  ufe 
of  conferve  of  damafk-rofes,  by  a milk  diet,  and 
hydrogala  given  for  drink.  Ornithogalon , com- 
monly called  lac  gallinee , would  well  deferve  be- 
coming the  fubjed;  of  experiment  in  the  hands  of 
a judicious  phyfician.  For  it  is  highly  com- 
mended by  Harvey,  for  the  cure  of  ulcerous  con- 
fumption  j,  as  being  antacid,  abftergent,  and 
gently  drying.  In  Tranfylvania  the  inhabitants 
employ  an  infufion  of  fun-flower  or  dwarf-ciftus, 
with  white  or  yellow  flowers,  by  means  of  which 
alone,  as  Cromer  mentions  ||,  they  are  fuccefsful 
in  removing  confumptions  attended  with  a fpit- 
ting  of  blood  and  pus,  together  with  difficult  re- 
fpiration.  This  infufion,  if  it  be  a ftrong  one, 
excites  naufea  and  vomiting. 

* Bennet,  Willis,  Nic.  Pifo,  and  other  authors,  make  mention 
of  the  utility  of  perfumes  in  the  cure  of  phthifis.  Billard,  as  we  are 
informed  by  Louis  ( Mem.de  lacad.  roy.  de  chir.v ol.v.  1774,  P-549*)> 
extols  their  efficacy,  and  adduces  examples  in  their  favour.  He 
confiders  moift  perfumes  as  being  hurtful,  on  account  of  the  re- 
laxation of  the  lungs.  He  affirms  that  balfamic  vapours  are  ex- 
tremely benef  cral.  He  takes  one  pound  of  yellow  frefh  wax,  and 
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equal  weight  of  common  refin,  or  dry  pitch,  or,  which  is  better, 
of  turpentine,  and  places  them  in  an  earthen  vefTel,  upon  a fire  m 
the  middle  of  the  bed-chamber  where  the  patient  deeps,  and  thus 
the  air  is  impregnated  with  medicated  vapours.  Likewiie  lome 
Canadian,  or  peruvian,  or  other  balfam,  may  be  added.  From  ha- 
ving experienced  the  fuccefs  of  them,  he  places  much  reliance  on 
thefe  vapours  5 but  he  does  not  condemn  moifl  perfumes  and  va- 
pours, even  in  the  dry  peftoral  cough , which  is,  as  it  were,  the  fore- 
runner of  phthifis,  in  clry  or  convulfive  ajihma , or  in  vomica. 

f Id.  ih.  J De  art . cur.  morb . expeft.  p.  230.  J|  Commcrc . 
Norimb.ann.  1732.  p.  19.  i 5s  arm.  1738.  hebd.  3. 

78.  But  nothing  is  allowed,  by  almoft  univer- 
fal  confent,  to  be  more  efficacious  than  milk  it- 
felf,  both  for  blunting  acrimonies  and  nourifhing 
the  body,  and  alfo  for  uniting  the  lips  of  the  ul- 
cers. Hippocrates  himfelf  had  noticed  this,  as 
he  has  left  it  as  a maxim  in  his  writings,  44  That 
milk  is  to  be  given  to  confumptive  patients,0 
(Aph.  64.  fed:.  5.)  ; providing,  however,  they  be 
not  very  feverifh,  and  have  no  head-ach,  as  I in- 
terpret it,  from  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach ; and 
their  hypochondres  be  not  raifed,  that  is,  ob- 
ftruded,  or  diftended  with  flatus  ; and  they  do 
not  labour  under  third  ; and  if  nothing  elfe  con- 
tra-indicate it.  He  likewiie  prohibits  thofe  pa- 
tients from  the  ufe  of  it  who  labour  under  an  acute 
fever,  who  pafs  bilious  ilools,  or,  on  account  of 
lofs  of  blood,  labour  under  the  greateft  degree  of 
languor  of  all  their  fundions,  infomuch  that  there 
is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  cannot  be  digefted, 
but  becomes  corrupted. 

79.  Women’s  milk  is  univerfally  fuppofed  to 
be  preferable  to  other  kinds,  becaufe,  on  account 
€>f  being  thinner  and  lefs  cafeous,  it  is  eafily  di~ 
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gefted  by  a weak  perfon  ; nor  is  it  fo  apt  to  be- 
come acid,  as,  on  account  of  the  animal  food 
which  women  ufe,  it  is  in  its  nature  in  fome 
meafure  equally  prone  to  alkalefcence.  It  is  pre- 
ferable, therefore,  when  an  acid  acrimony  is  ei- 
ther already  prefent,  or  is  apprehended,  as  in 
children  and  weak  people.  And  as  it  feems  to 
be  thin,  ferous,  and  more  allied  to  our  fluids,  it 
is  more  readily  converted  into  animal  and  nutri- 
tious juice.  It  ought  to  be  fucked  from  the  very 
breads,  that  nothing  of  the  fine  halitus  may  be 
loft.  The  woman,  alfo,  from  whom  the  milk  is 
taken,  ought  to  be  young  and  healthy,  and  ought 
to  live  upon  falutary  food,  accommodated  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  patient.  After  women’s 
milk  we  recommend  that  of  affes  ; nor  does  Hoff- 
man differ  in  opinion  from  us  (Dijfert.  de  Lac , 
AJJinin as  he  found  it  to  be  more  fait,  and  to 
abound  with  a greater  quantity  of  cjfential  oil ; 
and  therefore  judged  it  to  be  well  calculated  to 
prove  diluent,  refolving,  and  cleanfing.  Next  in 
order  fucceeds  goats  milk,  and  after  it  that  of 
cows  ; of  which  it  has  been  difeovered,  that  the 
former  excels  on  account  of  its  thinnefs  and  vul- 
nerary efficacy,  and  the  latter  on  account  of 
its  thicknefs  and  nutritious  quality,  from  its 
containing  more  butyraceous  and  cafeous  mat- 
ter. To  thefe  fome  add  ffieep’s  milk,  on  account 
of  its  being  generally  confidered  as  being  thicker, 
more  cafeous,  and  containing  lefs  butter.  It  is  a 
more  common  opinion  that  horfes  milk  ap- 
proaches nearer  to  the  nature  of  affes  milk.  That 
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kind,  therefore,  which  feems  to  be  bell  adapted 
to  the  indications  and  circuinftances  of  the  difeafe, 
ought  to  be  chofen. 

80.  Moft  are  of  opinion,  nay,  prefcribe,  that 
the  patient  fhould  commence  with  afles  milk, 
proceeding  next  to  goats,  and,  laftly,  to  cows 
milk.  Nor  ought  it  at  the  beginning  to  be  given 
copioufly,  but  the  patient  fhould  proceed  gra- 
dually, by  making  trial  of  it,  to  the  neceffary 
quantity.  If,  when  taken  in  this  manner,  it  be 
properly  digefted,  if  it  do  not  become  acid  nor 
corrupted,  nor  excite  naufea,  vomiting,  griping, 
or  diarrhoea,  nor  aggravate  the  fever  ; we  may 
allow  the  milk  more  liberally,  and  in  repeated 
draughts,  fo  that  the  patient  may  live  upon  it 
alone  for  feme  weeks.  But  in  order  that  it  may 
be  more  readily  kept  upon  the  ftomach,  the  primed 
vire  ought  to  be  firft  gently  purged,  and  the 
bowels  ought  to  be  afterwards  kept  open  by  fre- 
quent injections  ; nor  mu  ft  we  omit  thofe  alkaline  * 
and  abforbent  remedies,  which  are  confidered  as 
being  fafer,  and  lefs  liable  to  opprefs  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines.  For  by  means  of  them  the  caufe 
of  the  acidity,  if  there  be  any  prefent,  is  as  far 
as  poffible  prevented.  Others  endeavour  to  at- 
tain this  end  by  means  of  a little  foap,  which  has 
the  additional  advantage  of  very  gently  roufing 
the  adlion  of  the  bowels. 

8 1.  Some  endeavour  to  render  the  milk  more 
ferous  by  artificial  means,  or  medicate  it  by  par- 
ticular additions,  lienee  fome  drink  fkimmed 
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milk,  others  that  which  is  mixed  with  the  water 
of  Naccra ; while  others  drink  that  which  is 
mixed  with  vulnerary  deco£tions,  or  fugar,  or 
honey.  But  the  addition  of  lime-water  is  cele- 

J 

brated  on  two  accounts  ; not  only  becaufe  by 
means  ot  it  the  milk  is  prevented  from  becoming 
coagulated  and  acid,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  acquires  a 
bland  property  of  cleanfing  and  drying  the  foul 
ulcers.  But,  above  all,  it  is  generally  conjoined 
In  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafon  with  mineral 
or  acidulated  waters,  on  which  fubjedl  I refer  to 
the  frequent  trials  of  almoft  all  praftitioners. 
Whoever  wiihes  for  ample  information  upon  the 
properties  of  milk,  efpecially  in  the  cure  of  phthi- 
fxs,  and  the  method  of  employing  it,  may  per^ufe 
a very  learned  differtation  published  fome  years 
ago  by  Gallo,  a phyfician  of  confiderable  reputa- 
tion Moreover,  the  obfervations  of  Redi, 
Delpapi,  Gyrilli,  Beccaria,  Hoffman,  and  others, 
concerning  the  ufe  of  milk,  and  the  various 
modes  of  employing  it,  well  deferve  being  con- 
fulted  f . 

* Liffertazione  del  vero,  e ficuro  me  to  Jo  dell ’ ufo  del  latte , c fuo  alufj 
ntlld  medkina  di  Giammichele  Gallo. 

-j,  Many  authors  have  examined  the  intimate  and  medical  powers 
of  milk,  among  whom,  to  pafs  over  the  little  work  of  Beccaria, 
and  my  own  analylis  of  it,  publilhed  an.  1772,  a confpicuous  rank 
is  held  by  Young  of  England,  and  WaiTerberg  of  Germany.  The 
thefis  of  the  former,  publilhed  at  Edinburgh  an.  1763,  maybe 
found  in  the  Thefaurus  differ  tatlojium,  programmatum  allorumque  opufcu- 
lorum  fekaiflimorum , tfc.  of  Sandifort.  vol.  ii.  art.  xxiii.  Roterdam 
1769.  The  chemical  analylis  of  milk  pul  lilhed  by  the  latter  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fecond  fafciculus  of  the  Opera  minora  medlea  etdijffert 
tionts,  publ;lhcd  in  the  year  177 5 at  Vienna, 
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82.  But  although  milk  appears  to  be  admirably 
adapted  to  phthilical  patients,  eipecially  fuch  as 
have  fallen  into  confumption  from  hemoptyfis,  it 
mull  not  be  employed  indifcriminately  by  all  who 
labour  under  the  complaint,  nor  at  every  period 
of  the  difeafe.  For,  in  addition  to  the  circum- 
ftances  which,  from  the  admonition  of  Hippo- 
crates, I have  already  (hewn  ought  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  (78.),  it  is  likewife  of  great 
confequence  to  carefully  inquire  whether  the  ul- 
cer of  the  lungs  be  conjoined  with  obftrudtion  of 
the  abdominal  vifcera,  or  with  crude,  ftrumous, 
or  fcirrhous  tubercles,  or  has  arifen  from  the  fup- 
puration  of  them.  For  in  that  cafe  the  complaint 
may  be  aggravated  by  the  cafeous  part  of  the 
milk,  which  abounds  with  gluten  and  mucilage. 
Sometimes,  likewife,  fuch  is  the  quantity  of  pus 
contained  in  the  ulcer,  that  it  cannot  be  intirely 
thrown  oft*  by  fpitting,  or  it  is  fo  deep  feated  that 
it  does  not  communicate  at  all  with  the  bronchia. 
In  both  cafes  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  the 
abforption  of  pus,  becomes  contaminated,  colli— 
quefces,  and,  when  thus  vitiated,  very  quickly 
corrupts  the  milk  itfelf ; in  confequence  of  which 
fome  are  of  opinion  that  a new  fomes  is  fupplied 
to  the  complaint  Generally  the  diarrhoea 
which  follows  or  accompanies  this  colliquation 
increafes  immoderately,  if  it.  be  already  pre- 
fent,  or,  if  it  have  not  yet  come  on,  is  very 
quickly  occafioned.  Nor  is  it  of  any  fervice,  as 
fome  adviie,  to  boil  rofes  in  the  milk,  or  to  mix 


OF  PHTHISIS  PULM0NALI3* 


<jG 

it  with  water  prepared  with  ignited  flee!,  or  to 
add  other  aftringents.  For  it  feldorn  happens 
that  by  means  of  thefe  remedies  the  corruption 
of  the  milk,  and  diarrhoea,  by  which  the  patient’s 
ftrength  is  reduced,  are  fufficiently  prevented. 
But  if  an  acid  or  putrid  colluvies  in  the  primes  vice 
caufe  the  milk  to  become  acid,  the  acidity  is  fome- 
times  removed  by  cathartics,  bitters,  and  abforb- 
ents,  after  which  the  milk  turns  out  ferviceable. 
Among  the  bitters  the  peruvian  bark  employed 
after  gentle  purgatives  holds  the  chief  rank.  De- 
lifle  likewife  admits  of  the  cautious  employment 
of  an  emetic  f.  It  is  then  better  to  have  recourfe 
to  a diet  of  oaten  flour,  to  the  cream  of  barley 
or  rice,  to  the  ferum  laftis  dulce  of  Hoffman,  de- 
coctions of  fine  bread,  and  the  like.  In  place  of 
the  milk  likewife  are  fubftituted,  the  foup  of 
frogs,  of  the  tails  cf  river-crabs,  and  of  the  flefh 
of  fnails,  which  if  they  do  not  remove  the  difeafe, 
at  leaft  render  it  milder. 

* Raulin,  Ohf.  de  med.  fe£t.  iii.  art.  3.  & 4.  Rozier  de  la  Cha£ 
fagne.  1.  c.  p.308.  Deliile,  1.  c.  P.  iii.  c.  3.  p.287.  f De  la 
phthif.  pulm,  P.  iii.  c.  1.  p.225. 

83.  Both  in  this  cafe  (82.),  and  in  the  fcorbu- 
tic  or  fcrofulous  phthifis,  as  it  is  called,  in  which 
the  fever  is  either  altogether  abfent,  or  flight,  or 
not  continued,  and  a glutinous  expectoration, 
like  that  of  afthmatic  people,  is  difcharged,  the 
cure,  not  only  at  the  beginning,  but  when  the 
difeafe  is  far  advanced,  is  very  much  promoted 
by  the  balfamic  pills  of  Morton  which,  on  ac- 
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count  of  their  inciding  and  refolving  property, 
fubdue  and  eradicate  the  proximate  eaufe  of  the 
complaint  f . But  as  their  irritating  quality  may 

fometimes  exafperate  the  cough,  phlogofis,  or 
fever,  a different  formula  of  them  may  be  em- 
ployed, calculated  to  the  circumftances.  It  is  my 
pradlice  to  compofe  them  of  gum-ammoniac,  the 
powder  of  millepedes,  and  the  concrete  juice  oi 
ground-ivy,  or  fcabiofa,  omitting  the  other  in- 
gredients, which  are  too  heating,  and  quicken 
the  circulation  too  much.  Sometimes  I have 
employed  Venice  foap  with  the  greateft  advan- 
tage. Like  wife  the  newly-expreffed  juices  of  the 
andfcorbutic  plants,  and  gently-aperient  decoc- 
tions of  them,  which  are  confidered  as  being  ex- 
cellent pe&orals,  deferve  being  employed  in  this 
difeafe. 

* The  formula  of  the  pills  of  Morton. — Rec.  Pulv.  milleped. 
pp.  drach.  iij.  Gumm.  ammon.  optim.  depurat.  drach.j.  femjs. 
rior.  benz.  fcr.  ij.  vel.  drach.j.  Extr.  croc.  balf.  peruv.  an.  fcr.j. 
femis.  Balf.  fulph.  terebinth,  vel  anif.  q.s.M.  f.  pil.  mediocr.  deaur. 

Morton,  Phthifiol.  1.  2.  c.  viii.  p.  63.  Geoffroy,  Mat.  med.  vol.  i. 
p.  1 0*0. 

84.  In  the  fpecies  of  phthifis  which  feems  to 
arife  from  atony  and  laxity  of  the  lungs  (54.  6o.), 
the  peruvian  bark  has  frequently  afforded  the 
greateft  relief.  Loefek,  in  his  own  perfon,  em- 
ployed it  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  no  longer 
coughed  up  either  pus  or  blood  *.  I myfelf  have 
more  than  once  obferved  a fpitting  of  pus  and 
blood,  by  which  an  attack  of  phthifis  pulmonalis 
feemed  to  be  pretty  manifeftly  threatened,  in  per- 
Vol.  V.  G 
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fons  who  had  fallen  into  this  complaint  in  con- 
fequence  of  labouring  under  hypochondriafis, 
and  who  had  already  begun  to  fall  off  gradually, 
fuccefsfully  checked  by  means  of  an  infufion  of 
peruvian  bark,  fometimes  without  the  addition 
of  milk,  and  at  other  times  along  with  it.  But 
its  wonderful  efficacy  appears  much  more  cer- 
tainly in  thofe  patients  who,  from  their  infancy, 
have  laboured  under  fcrofulous  affedions,  when- 
ever they  are  obferved  to  have  % difpofition  to 
phthifis  pulmonalis.  For  Meade  affirms  that  the 
complaint,  when  threatened,  is  to  a certainty 

warded  off  by  this  bleffed  remedy  j\ 

% 

* See  Com.  de  reb.  in  fcien.  nat.  at  med.  gejl.  vol.  v.  p.  116.  Geof- 
froy,  1.  c.  vol.  i.  p.282,  f Monit.  et  prac.  med.  c.  i.  fe£t.  x. 

85.  Nor  is  it  a fafe  pradice,  in  confirmed  con - 
fiumption , to  employ  emetics  (Hipp.  aph.  8.  fed.  4.), 
or  cathartics  and  acrid  diuretics.  For  the  ftrength, 
which  is  already  almoft  completely  reduced,  is 
apt  to  be  wholly  overcome  by  them  : but  the 
body,  which  is  univerfally  falling  off  and  beco- 
ming dry,  is  more  and  more  exhaufted  of  its 
fluids.  On  this  account  fudorifics,  properly  fo 
called,  ought  to  be  fufpeded,  and  are  defervedly 
rejeded.  I am  aware  that  decodions  of  the 
wood  of  guaiacum,  fafafras,  farfaparilla-root,  and 
the  like,  are  recommended  by  many  to  reiolve 
congeftions,  to  purge  the  body  of  a ferous  or  lym- 
phatic colluvies,  and  to  purify  the  blood  ; nay, 
even  to  cleanfe  and  dry  the  ulcers  of  the  lungs 
when  they  feem  to  proceed  from  a bad  habit  of  bo- 
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dy  and  bad-conditioned  fluids,  that  they  have  been 
employed  with  great  hopes  of  benefit  But  they 
agitate  the  fluids  too  much,  dry  the  body  more* 
increafe  the  emaciation,  and  aggravate  the  fever 
in  perfons  of  a dry  and  warm  temperament,  and 
of  a Header  habit,  or  in  thole  who  are  already 
much  exhaufted  by  the  difeafe.  If,  therefore* 
they  be  admiffible  in  any  cafe,  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed only  at  the  beginning  of  phthifis,  when 
the  body  is  not  reduced,  and  in  fluid  phlegmatic 
habits,  rather  with  the  view  of  preventing  than 
curing  the  complaint. 

88.  Thofe,  however,  which  act  more  mildly, 
and  which  are  prepared  from  the  root  of  bark,  of 
rough  bind-weed,  mountain-reed,  burdock-root, 
barley,  veal,  frogs,  and  the  like,  and  are  in  fome 
meafure  corrected  by  the  addition  of  borage,  fow- 
thiftle,  and  fuccory,  or  mixed  with  milk,  are  not 
to  be  wholly  rejected.  For  they  correct,  diffolve, 
and  allay  acrimonies,  and  expel  them  with  all 
manner  of  fafety  by  the  kidneys  or  fkin.  In 
the  ulcerous  phthifis,  or  when  its  approach  is 
apprehended,  nothing  is  more  ufual,  both  among 
phyficians  and  ignorant  people,  than  prefcribing 
and  rafhly  employing  balfamic  remedies.  But 
in  Italy,  here  they  are  generally  rejected  by  fkilful 
practitioners,  as  proving  injurious  to  the  fto- 
mach,  aggravating  the  fever,  increafing  the  heat, 
and  inflaming  the  lips  of  the  ulcers.  Nor  do  the 
prudent  phyficians  of  other  countries  difagre^ 
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with  us  *,  from  their  having  feen  too  frequent 
inftances  of  the  fad  effe£ts  produced  by  the  hafty 
and,  imprudent  employment  of  fuch  remedies. 

* GeofFroy,  Mat.  med.  vol.  i.  p.  444.  Fothergill,  Com.  de  reb f 
infcicn.  nat.  et  med.  gejl.  vol.  xviii.  parf  3.  p.  400. 

87.  But  fometimes  the  ulcers  of  the  lungs  fo 
abound  with  pus,  and  appear  to  be  fo  foul,  as  to 
require  being  cleanfed  by  thefe  remedies.  Not 
unfrequently  alfo,  fo  extenfive  is  the  diffufion  of 
the  purulent  vitiation  of  the  fluids,  that  it  becomes 
neceflary  to  oppofe  it  by  means  of  balfamics.  If, 
therefore,  their  employment  be  admiffible  for 
thefe  reafons,  the  fafeft  and  mildeft  only  ought 
to  be  ufed ; as  the  balfam  of  Tolu  ; the  balfamic 
fyrup  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  or  that  of 
turpentine ; Venice  turpentine  flightly  boiled  in 
water ; and  likewife  the  aqua  thedee^  in  Italy 
commonly  called  goudron , or  catrame  ; which  al- 
fo, on  account  of  poflefling  a very  mild  acid,  op- 
pofes  the  putrid  diflblution  of  the  body.  But  I 
confider  fcarcely  any  thing  as  being  better  calcu- 
lated for  cleanfing  and  healing  up  the  ulcers,  or  for 
checking  the  corruption,  than  the  long-continued 
and  liberal  employment  of  camphor  given  inter- 
nally, from  which  the  injury  caufed  by  balfamic 
remedies  can  hardly  be  apprehended. 

88.  I cannot  here  omit  mentioning  two  reme- 
dies, to  which  I find  a phthifical  virtue,  of  I 
know  not  what  kind,  afcribed,  namely,  mofs,  or 
the  lichen  iflandicus,  and  the  Englifh  elixir  of  vi- 
triol. But  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  determine 
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with  what  juftice  they  are  celebrated.  Let  time, 
rather,  and  repeated  experience,  determine  it. 
With  regard  to  mofs,  Borrichi  has  already  made 
lome  mention  of  its  purgative  quality  *.  But  I 
know  of  no  one  who  has  fpoken  any  thing  of  its 
antiphthifical  virtue  before  Linnaeus*  For  we 
learn  from  his  differtation  concerning  the  nfe  of 
the  moffes , publicly  defended  in  the  year  1760, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Sweden  prepare  a pottage, 
which  is  not  of  an  unpleafant  tafte,  with  the  li- 
chen iflandicus,  which  they  ufe  as  a remedy  a- 
gainft  confumption  f.  They  throw  away  the 
water  of  the  firft  boiling,  that  it  may  not  purge 
the  belly.  But  ought  we  not  rather  to  afcribe 
its  good  effed  to  the  milk  ? In  the  next  place, 
Scopulus  mentions,  and  endeavours  to  confirm  it 
by  a number  of  inftances,  that  not  only  fwine, 
horfes,  and  cows,  are  fattened  by  it  within  a 
ihort  time,  but  alfo  that  when  boiled  with  milk 
remarkable  benefit  has  been  produced  by  it  in 
confumption,  rickets,  and  cachexy  (See  Atu  Sec . 
Hiftor . Natur.  Lipf.  an.  1769).  He  therefore  a- 
fcribes  to  it  a nutritious  and  ftrengthening  pro- 
perty X*  Schoenheyder,  in  confequence  of  re- 
peated trials  of  it,  has  fhewn,  when  inflamma- 
tion and  fever  are  not  prefent,  that  it  poflefles  a 
peculiar  medical  property  in  removing  difeafes  of 
the  cheft  ||.  For  by  means  of  the  rnofcus  flan~ 
dicus  § he  reftored  to  health  twelve  children,  who, 
in  confequence  of  meafles,  had  been  attacked 
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with  a purulent  cough,  accompanied  with  pain 
and  oppreffion  of  the  cheft,  and  emaciation, 
while  their  appetite  remained  uninjured,  after  the 
oxymel  of  fquills,  kermes  mineral,  blillers  ap- 
plied to  the  bread,  oily  linaments,  the  theriac  of 
Andromachus,  and  the  peruvian  bark,  had  been 
employed  in  vain.  At  firft  the  pain  was  imme- 
diately diminifhed  ; in  a week  or  two  afterwards, 
all  the  fymptoms  were  changed  for  the  better, 
until  within  the  fpace  of  five  weeks  they  reco- 
vered intirely.  Thofe  in  whom  a diarrhoea  was 
occafioned, — for  I have  already  obferved  that  the 
belly  is  relaxed  by  it, — were  freed  from  this  in- 
convenience by  an  emulfion  of  gum-arabic.  It 
is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  fuch  coughs, 
although  attended  with  purulent  expectoration,  af- 
ter a certain  length  of  time  which  they  go  through, 
generally  ceafe  of  their  own  accord,  without  the  aid 
of  medicine,  or  at  lead  by  common  means ; and 
this  I wifh  to  be  noticed,  that  it  may  not  be  con- 
cluded from  the  obfervation  adduced,  that"  this 
remedy  pofiefles  more  efficacy  than  in  fad  it  does. 
It  is  an  acrid  and  irritating  remedy,  and,  on'  ac- 
count of  this  property,  appears  both  to  purge  the 
belly,  and  to  a£t  as  a deobdruent  and  diuretic.  Are 
its  antiphthilical  virtues  to  be  afcribed  to  thefe 
properties  ? 

* Ad.  Haunien . an.  1674.  f Linn,  amcenit.  acad.  vol.  vii.  n.  145. 
x An.  2.  Hi/1,  nat.  p.  107.  ||  Colled,  foe.  med.  Haunien.  vcl.i.  p.  1 2 6. 

§ The  formula  which  he  ufed  was  as  follows  : — Rec.  Mufci 
illand,  unc.  j.  Decoq.  in  aq.  commun.  unc.  xvj.  ad  remanent 
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unc.xij.  Collat.  adde  fyr.  fcillit.  unc.  dimkL  DetUr  unc.j.  quo- 
vis  trihorio.  See  Chap.  i.  Of  Cough,  par.  16. 

89.  The  elixir  of  vitriol,  De  Haen  obferves, 
is  extolled  in  England  as  a remedy  in  dyfpnoea 
and  fuppuratory  difeafes  of  the  lungs  Its  com- 
pofition  is  contained  in  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia f,  which  exhibits  a particular  aromatic 
tindure  in  fome  meafure  corrected  by  the  vi- 
triolic acid.  Hence  the  aromatic  quality,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  fulpicious,  is  counteraded 
by  the  vitriolic  acid  ; and  again,  the  vitriolic  acid 
is  fweetened  by  the  aromatic  fpirit  of  the  wine, 
fo  as  not  to  be  too  abundant.  Trials  made  by  it 
in  purulent  phthijis  were  attended  with  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  that  Dr  Pate,  a learned  phyfician  of  Lon- 
don, who  at  firft  would  neither  admit  the  re- 
medy, nor  credit  the  cures  performed  by  it, 
at  length  convinced  by  experience,  became  a 
moft  ftrenuous  advocate  for  it.  But  it  is  faid 
that  this  remedy  is  moft  frequently  employed  in 
the  phthifis  which  fucceeds  to  long-continued 
fevers,  attended  with  a foul  tongue  and  lofs  of 
ftrength  ; and  that  its  excellence  has  become 
known  to  the  whole  world,  of  late  years,  in  the 
cafe  of  fome  hundred  patients  j\  This  remedy 
is  given  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  drops,  once, 
twice,  or  thrice  a-day,  in  fuch  a quantity  of  water 
as  fcarcely  leaves  any  acid  tafte.  It  is  given  to  chil- 
dren in  honey  and  water.  In  them  we  may  pro- 
ceed gradually  from  a fmall  dofe  to  forty  drops 
daily.  It  is  neceflary  to  continue  the  ufe  of  the 
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medicine  for  two  or  three  months  or  more,  nay 
for  years,  if  the  difeafe  do  not  intirely  ceafe,  be- 
ing only  alleviated.  The  Engliffi  at  the  fame 
time  employ  a decoCtion  of  bark  with  milk  ; and 
aflert  that  no  injury  arifes  from  it,  as  might  be 
apprehended  from  the  coagulation  of  the  milk, 
De  Haen  mentions  having  employed  this  reme- 
dy in  feveral  patients  advanced  in  life  with  fuch 
fuccefs  as  exceeded  all  expectation,  and  with  a 
great  diminution  of  the  expectoration  and  cough, 
but  that  it  proves  moft  ferviceable  in  that  fpe- 
cies  of  phthifis  in  which  the  inflammatory  and 
fuppuratory  matter  of  the  whole  body  i&  collected 
in  the  found  lungs  (60.),  and  ejeCted  in  the  form 
of  expectoration,  and  that  he  frequently  found 
that  fuch  a diathefis  of  the  blood  is  powerfully 
corrected  by  this  elixir 


* Rat.  med.  P.  xii.  c.  vi.  p.  239.  f Rec.  Tinft.  aromat, 

M.  lib.  j.  Spir.  vitr.  fort,  olei  di&i  p.  unc.iv.  M.  gradat.  et  poft- 
quam  fasces  fabfederint,  per  chartam  cola.  The  aromatic  tin&ure 
is  prepared  in  the  following  manner  : — Rec.  Cinamom.  drach.  vj. 
Semin,  cardam.  minor,  decortic.  drach.  iij.  Piper,  longi,  zingib. 
fingul.  drach.  ij.  Spir.  yin.  tenuioris  M.  lib.  ij.  Digere  fine  calore 
et  cola.  J De  Haen,  ibid.  p.  253.  ||  id.  ib.  p.  250. 

90.  Likewife  the  foap  and  fleffi  of  vipers,  pre- 
pared in  a particular  manner  are  not  deftitute 
of  efficacy,  whatever  fome  phyficians  of  cele- 
brity, who  have  not  experienced  their  medicinal 
powers,  may  think  to  the  contrary  f . For  I 

look  upon  it  that  the  authority  and  experience 
of  Galen  J,  Aretaeus  j|,  Antonius  Mufa  §,  Codius 
Aurelianus  If,  Meade  **,  Morgagni  ff,  De 
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Haen  U,  and  many  others,  is  to  be  valued  more 
than  the  idle  objections  of  a few  cavillers.  Nor 
is  the  efficacy  of  vipers  remarkable  alone  in  inci- 
pient phthifis  occafioned  by  a bad  habit  of  body, 
but  likewife  in  the  confirmed  confumption,  and 
in  the  cafe  of  internal  abicefles,  as  we  learn  from 
the  cleareft  experiments,  particularly  of  Mor- 
gagni -||  ||  and  De  Haen  §§.  For  they  poffefs  an 
analeptic,  nourifhing,  {lengthening,  and  gently- 
diaphoretic  property,  by  means  of  which  both 
the  ftrength,  complexion,  and  nourifhment,  are 
reftored  to  the  fyftem,  and  the  faulty  conditions 
and  acrimonies  of  the  blood  removed. 

* Galen  employed  either  wine  in  which  vipers  had  been  fleeped, 
or  vipers  themfelves  boiled  in  a pot  in  the  manner  of  eels.  Are- 
taeus  gave  them  boiled,  and  feafoned  with  fait  and  oil,  by  way  of 
fupper.  They  were  likewife  prefcribed  to  be  eaten, — probably 
boiled  like  fifh, — for  the  healing  of  ulcers,  by  Antonio,  a phyfi- 
cian  of  Italy,  who  feems  to  have  learnt  the  ufe  of  that  remedy  from 
Crator,  whofe  pupil  he  probably  was,  as  Meade  imagines.  In  Italy, 
here  we  employ  the  powder  and  foup  of  them  : but  in  powder  they 
fcarcely  poffefs  any  efficacy.  This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  with 
the  foup  and  flefh  of  them  when  newly  killed.  One  half  of  a viper, 
or  even  a whole  one,  with  chicken-flefh  or  veal,  is  boiled  in  a clofe 
veffel,  in  a fea-bath,  with  a proper  quantity  of  vrater,  and  the  fouj> 
made  from  it  drunk  off  morning  or  evening,  or  both  morning  and 
evening,  for  a length  of  time.  Others  add  frogs  and  the  flefh 
of  fnails,  or  vegetables  calculated  for  the  difeafe  \ but  even  without 
the  aid  of  thefe  the  efficacy  of  vipers  is  fufficiently  manifefted.  Their 
flefh,  again,  is  cut  down  and  minced  with  crumbs  of  bread, 
delicate  flefh,  and  the  whites  of  eggs,  and  boiled  up  in  this  man- 
ner they  are  given  to  the  patients  by  wTay  of  food.  Morgagni,  whom 
De  Haen  imitated,  ufed  to  give  the  flefh  of  vipers  that  remained 
after  the  deco6lion,  mixed  with  fugar  of  rofes,  over  which  he  cau- 
fed  his  patients  to  drink  the  foup  which  had  been  made  from  boiling 
them. 
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f See  note  * on  par.  142.  Vol.  III.  in  which  the  author  diC 
cufies  the  excellence  of  this  remedy,  and  defends  it  againft  its  op* 
pofers,  and,  among  the  reft,  Tiffot.  J Be  Jimp.  med.  faculty 

l.ii.  c.  I.  ||  Be  cur.  morb.  chron . 1.  ii.  c.  13.  § Plm.  Hijl. 

nat.  1.  xxx.  c.  13.  IF  Morb.  chron.  1.  iv.  c.  I.  **  Be  ven. 
tent  am.  1.  ff  Epijl.  anat.med.  lv.  n.  14.  etfeq.  Rat.  med. 

P.xiii.  c.vii.  p.  227.  etfeq.  ||||  L.  o.  § } L.  c. 

Q 1.  Laftly,  although  the  primary  difeafe  ap- 
pears to  be  incurable,  our  attention  muft  be 
turned  to  the  alleviation  of  the  fymptoms.  The 
diftreffing  cough  rendering  the  nights  fleeplefs, 
requires  opium,  and  remedies  containing  it.  For 
by  means  of  them  its  force  is  broken,  and  it  is  al- 
layed for  fome  hours.  By  means  of  opium  alfo, 
immoderate  evacuations  of  every  kind  are  checked 
and  Hopped.  The  violence  of  the  cough  is  like- 
wife  allayed  and  reftrained  by  the  fyrup  of  white 
poppy,  by  emulfions  of  the  cold  feeds,  by  the 
frefli  prepared  pidvis  Haly  Abbatis  and  other 
remedies  already  pointed  out  (io.  to  15.).  The 
diarrhoea  is  allayed  by  abforbent  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  remedies  ; but  the  diafeordium  Fracaftorii, 
and  the  theriaca  Andromachi,  hold  the  chief  rank, 
on  account  of  containing  opium.  The  fweats, 
efpecially  when  they  proceed  from  laxity  of  the 
folids,  or  are  kept  up  by  it,  which  very  frequently 
happens,  are  in  fome  meafure  checked  by  the  de- 
codlion  of  peruvian  bark,  or  that  of  the  leaves  of 
fage  drunk  off  cold.  Nor  is  it  improper  to  drop  into 
it  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit  of  fweet  vitriol,  or  of 
the  elixir  of  vitriol,  particularly  if  there  be  any 
reafou  to  iufpect  that  a putrid  colliquation  is  pre- 
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lent.  It  has  been  afcertained  by  experience,  that 
fuch  colliquative  fweats  are  to  a certainty  checked 
by  lime-water,  provided  it  be  given  mixed  with 
a little  new  milk,  to  the  extent  of  a pint  daily  'f. 
The  purulent  expectoration  likewife,  when  it  is 
not  eafily  difcharged,  or,  on  account  of  being  fup- 
prefled,  overloads  the  lungs  by  its  excefs,  is  to 
be  called  forth  by  means  of  expectorant  remedies. 
The  means  which  are  properly  calculated  for  this 
purpofe  have  been  alreadyVepeatedly  pointed  out. 
I likewife  lately  recommended  the  (talk  of  the 
dulcamara  boiled  in  water  by  means  of  which 
I have  frequently  oblerved  a great  quantity  of 
pus  difcharged  from  the  lungs.  Likewife  when 
the  lungs  are  ulcerated,  they  are  faid  to  heal 
them.  The  inftance  of  Werlhof,  already  men- 
tioned (77*),  who,  when  labouring  under  an  ul- 
cer of  the  lungs,  recovered  from  the  employment 
of  this  remedy,  as  Clerc  mentions,  favours  our 
opinion.  Sometimes  a fixed  pain  in  fome  part 
of  the  cheft  proves  exceedingly  diftreffing  to  con- 
fumptive  patients ; for  removing  and  allaying 
which  Pringle  ||  and  Lieutaud  § mention,  that  no- 
thing is  more  efficacious  than  a feton  inferted  in 
the  part  affeCted.  This  pain  generally  proceeds 
from  the  lungs  being  eaten  through,  and  from 
the  pus  corroding  the  pleura  and  intercoftal 
mufcles.  It  is  not  furprifing,  therefore,  that  the 
pain  fhould  difappcar  upon  a paffage  being  open- 
ed for  the  pus  by  the  feton.  Sometimes  withoi]jt,in 
faCt,  difappearing,  it  appears  to  be  as  it  were  obli- 


OF  PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS, 


io8 

terated  by  the  greater  pain  excited  on  the  furface, 
becaufe  the  more  intenfe  degree  of  the  latter  ren- 
ders that  of  the  other  fcarcely  perceptible  1[. 

* See  its  defcription  in  the  Antidotarium  Bononunfe. 
f The  formula  in  which  the  dulcamara  is  ufually  prefcribed  are 
as  follow : — Solani  fcandentis  five  ftipitum  dulcamarae  in  fruftula 
leClorum  unc.  dimid.  Duoque  in  lib.  tribus  aq.  font,  ad  lib.  j. 
remanentiam.  Colaturse  adde  facchari  parum  ad  gratum  faporem. 
X)entur  fing.  hor.  duo  cochlear. : from  Cierc.  Or,  from  the  fame  au- 
thor, another  : — Rec.  Stip.  duicam.  fciif.  et  leviter  contuf.  drach.  ij. 
Infunde  in  s.  q.  aq.  ferventis  per  horam  dimid.  ) deinde  momento 
ebulliant.  Colaturae  lib.  j.  et  femis  adde  oxym.  fimpl.  fyr.  flor. 
papav.  rhaeados  an.  unc.  j.  mifce.  Dentur  omni  bihorio  unc.  ij. 
vel  iij. 

J Pringle,  Dtfeafes  of  the  army.  ||  L.  c.  § & ynopf,  univerf, 
prax.  med.  l.i.  fed.  3.  p.  165.  edit.  Venet.  See  alfo  Brindelii  dif- 
fert.  De  phthif  et  heft,  difcrim.  et  fetaceorum  utrobique  ufu.  Gotting. 
1754.  and  Le  roy  fur  Vecorce  de  Garou.  p.  123. 

I {hall  beg  leave  to  tranfcribe  a hifiory  from  the  Italian  Jour- 
nal of  a celebrated  writer,  to  (hew  that  in  phthifis  pulmonalis  both 
lime-water,  as  well  as  balfamics  and  fetons,  and  other  powerful  re- 
medies, if  they  be  not  employed  fparingly  and  cautioufly,  fometimes 
prove  more  detrimental  than  ferviceable,  and  that  nature  in  it  de- 
lights more  in  a fimple  than  a complicated  method  of  treatment.  I 
have  faithfully  tranfiated  the  paflage  from  the  author’s  own  manu- 
fcript.  “ In  the  month  of  May  of  the  prefent  year,  I w^as  called  to 
Either  Cafiia,  a young  woman  of  twenty-two  years  of  age,  then 
confined  to  bed  with  an  ulcerous  phthifis  pulmonalis,  attended  with 
a troublefome  cough,  purulent  expectoration,  a fymptomatic  heCtic 
fever,  and  extreme  emaciation.  About  a year  previous  to  this  pe- 
riod, her  menfes,  which  were  then  flowing,  had  fuddenly  flopped  in 
confequence  of  terror,  nor  did  they  afterwards  return.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  her  complaint.  Shortly  afterwards  {he  was  attacked 
with  a dry  cough,  which  for  two  months  fhe  continued  to  difregard, 
as  being  altogether  a catarrhal  one.  But  on  fever  fupervening,  at- 
tended with  great  difficulty,  both  of  breathing  and  of  lying  down, 
(lie  was  feveral  times  bled  by  the  advice  of  a phyfician,  and  other 
means  were  employed  without  any  advantage.  A vein  was  opened 
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ten  times  3 blitters  were  four  times  applied,  and  a fifth  time  between 
the  ttioulder-blades  3 a feton  was  inferted  under  the  axilla 3 then  the 
balfamic  pills  of  Morton,  and  the  ttrongeft  lime-water,  taken  every 
day  to  the  extent  of  thirty  ounces,  which  almoft  induced  the  pa- 
tient’s death  3 and  other  remedies  of  this  defcription  were  employed. 
For  a great  length  of  time  the  poor  girl  was  put  to  the  greateft  di- 
ttrefs  to  no  purpofe.  On  which  account  tliofe  violent  remedies  be- 
ing difmitted,  {he  was  put  upon  a milk  diet  alone.  In  confequence 
of  it  all  the  fymptoms  abated.  The  cough  was  relieved  3 the  ex- 
pectoration rendered  eatter  3 the  matter  expectorated  became  more 
{paring,  lefs  fetid,  and  of  a better  difpofition  3 the  breathing  be- 
came freer  3 (he  could  lie  on  either  fide  without  inconvenience  3 and 
the  fever  alfo  abated.  From  which,  if  I mittake  not,  we  may  infer 
the  fuperior  excellence  of  this  fimple  method  of  treatment,  which 
is  doubtlefs  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  is  more  complicated,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  taint  of  the  lungs.  Being  alked  my  advice,  I recom- 
mended particularly  the  pure  warm  air  of  the  country,  although  it 
hardly  appeared  that  any  cure  was  to  be  expeCted  from  medi- 
cine. But  as  the  difeafe  did  not  yet  feem  to  have  attained  its  acme, 
or  third  degree,  as  it  is  called  (for  there  were  no  nocturnal  fweats,  no 
diarrhoea,  nor  any  oily  urine),  her  recovery  was  not  to  be  altogether 
defpaired  of.  I have  related  this  hittoiy  to  ttiew  that  too  violent  and 
active  remedies  are  employed  likewife  among  our  countrymen,  after 
the  manner  of  the  Germans,  either  becaufe  fome  of  them  have  been 
educated  in  theTranfalpine  fchools,or  becaufe  they  wifli  fervilely  and 
raflily  to  imitate  the  Tranfalpine  phyttcians.”  So  far  the  author 
goes.  But  I would  not  have  any  one  fuppofe  that  the  Tranf- 
alpine phyttcians  were  ever  defpifed  by  him  3 nay,  as  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  learning  and  medical  ikill  of  many  of  them,  he 
held  them  in  great  ettimation,  and  contended  that  they  juftly  dc- 
ferved  being  univerfally  efteemed.  All  that  he  required  of  feme 
cf  the  modern  pra&itioners  was,  that  they  would  not  employ  in  the 
cure  of  difeafes  too  many  or  too  violent  medicines,  thus  fwerving 
widely  from  the  pra&ice  of  the  ancients,  and  that  they  would  not 
rely  too  much  upon  fuch  uncertain  and  fallacious  remedies  3 into 
which  error  lie  complained  that  feveral  of  the  French  practition- 
ers, as  well  as  the  Germans,  and  feveral  of  the  Italians  alfo,  fol- 
lowing their  foottteps,  occattonally  fell,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
art,  as  well  as  to  the  detriment  of  their  patients.  See  his  excellent; 
jsbfervations  in  his  notes  upon  par.  50,  of  Vol.  I.  concerning  IV 
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vers,  and  tlie  remarks  he  has  all  along  delivered  upon  this  fuk* 
je£t.  Germ.  Editor . 

9 2.  So  far  concerning  the  cure  of  primary 
phthifis.  In  the  fecondary  and  fymptomatic  fpe- 
cies,  however  (55.),  our  whole  care  ought  to  be 
directed  to  the  difeafe  from  which  it  firft  pro- 
ceeded, or  on  the  continuance  of  which  it  ftill 
depends.  For  unlefs  it  be  removed,  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  overcome  by  any  means,  however 
efficacious,  the  difeafe  which  is  dependent  upon 
it.  The  cure  mull  therefore  be  oppofed  to  the 
primary  complaint,  of  whatever  kind  it  be.  If, 
for  example,  confumption  originate  from  fcurvy, 
or  from  an  hypochondriacal  affection,  thofe  re- 
medies mull  be  employed  which  are  calculated 
to  previoufly  remove  thefe  difeafes.  Thus,  if 
the  complaint  proceed  from  a fcabious,  herpa- 
tic,  or  other  taint  of  that  kind,  the  juice  of  ta- 
raxacum, fumitory,  fuccory,  lapathum,  forrel, 
or  decoctions  of  thefe  plants  ; whey  ; baths,  both 
of  frefh  water,  and  of  fulphureous  and  medicated 
water,  and  other  remedies  of  this  clafs,  promife 
relief.  But  that  which  is  found  to  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  advantage,  is  the  crude  anti- 
mony reduced  to  a very  fine  powder.  For  it 
corrects  the  peculiar  acrimony,  attenuates  the 
thick  humours,  expels  thofe  which  are  vitiated 
by  increafing  perfpiration,  and  predilpofes  the 
body  to  become  fat.  Antivenereal  remedies  mud 

be  oppofed  to  that  which  proceeds  from  the  ve- 

\ 

nereal  difeafe.  Tode  removed  a confumption  oi 
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tills  kind,  attended  with  ulcers  of  the  fauces, 
night-pains,  emaciation,  flow  fever,  cough  and 
fpitting  of  blood,  by  means  of  iublimated  mercury 
employed  after  the  method  of  Van  Swieten 
and  continued  for  two  months  ; but  during  the 
whole  of  that  time,  he  likewife  gave  internally 
an  infufion  of  bark  and  farfaparilla,  and  foup 
made  with  delicate  flelh,  and  prepared  with  the 
cup-mofs ; and  befides  thefe,  milk  in  place  of 
any  other  aliment.  In  the  mean  time  he  caufed 
the  ulcers  to  be  cleanfed  by  means  of  a watery 
folution  of  the  fame  corrofive  fublimate,  with  the 
addition  of  a proper  quantity  of  honey  f*  Chri- 
ftianopulus  alfo  performed  a fxmilar  cure  by  the 
ufe  of  the  corrofive  fublimate,  and  has  publiflaed 
the  cafe  in  the  little  work  concerning  the  difeafes 
cured  by  the  medicine  of  Van  Swieten.  More- 
over, Bourru  J does  not  hefitate  to  aflert,  that 
the  gummy  mercury  of  Plenck  Jj  is  employed  with 
advantage  in  the  cure  of  this  confumption.  O- 
thers  prefer  the  fparing  and  cautious  rubbing  in 
of  mercury.  But  when  the  lungs  are  already 
eaten  through  by  an  ulcer,  they  hardly  bear  the 
employment  of  mercury  in  any  manner  without 
injury.  It  is  a fafer  and  better  plan  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  decodtions  of  the  woods,  by  means 
of  which  I have  not  unfrequently  ohferved  phthi- 
fis  pulmonalis  removed,  and  the  hedtic  fever  dif- 
cuifed.  Of  thefe  the  chief  rank  is  held  by  the 
decodtion  of  Septali  §.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
maining fpecies  of  confumption,  originating  from 
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morbid  Rates  of  the  other  vifcera  (53.),  as  they 
require  nearly  the  fame  treatment  which  is  cal- 
culated for  phthifis  pulmonalis , what  has  been  faid 
of  it  confequently  applies  to  them  allb. 

* Van  Swieten's  method , as  he  himfelf,  in  two  different  letters, 
imparted  it  to  Jof.  Benuenutus,  a phyfician  of  Luca,  an.  17 55,  is 
as  follows  : “ I fet  great  value  upon  the  ufe  of  mercury,  but  its 
adminiftration  requires  great  caution,  efpecially  when  it  is  employed 
in  its  crude  ftate,  or  rubbed  in.  I know  that  thefe  trials  have  not 
turned  out  fuccefsfully  in  the  hands  of  every  one.  If  the  corrofive 
fublimate  of  mercury  be  diffolved  in  redlified  fpirits  diftiiled  from 
oorn,  in  the  proportion  of  a grain  to  the  ounce  of  fpirit,  and  if  of 
this  mixture  a fpoonful,  or  at  moft  two  fpoonfuls,  be  given  to  a- 
dults  morning  and  evening,  drunk  off  at  the  fame  time  in  a large 
quantity  oPbarley -water,  or  any  other  emollient  drink,  its  efficacy 
is  found  to  be  very  great  in  the  cafe  of  lues  venerea,  and  in  other 
difeafes  of  great  difficulty  of  cure.  The  remedy  is  continued  fo 
long  as  any  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  complaint  remain.  It  is  taken 
fafely  even  for  a length  of  time.  I advife  the  patient  to  abff am 
from  fatty  matters,  from  falted  or  fmoked  meat,  and  efpecially 
from  bacon  : I readily  allow  them  broths,  foft  pot-herbs,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  fleffi.  I give  them  in  abundance  a ptifan  of  bar- 
ley, with  a fourth  part  of  milk,  or  any  emollient  decoftion.”  In 
place  of  the  fpirit  diftiiled  from  corn  I fubftitute  diluted  fpirits  of 
wine,  and  then  fwTeeten  the  folution  with  the  fyrup  of  violets. — From 
a paper  of  the  author's . 

f Colled.  Svc.  Med.  Haun.  vol.  I.  p.  171.  t Fefcript,  Hift. 

quorund.  morb.  hift.  12.  Vid.  Mich.  Frid.  Boehm.  Dijfert . varia 
Jyphilidis  therapia . Argentorat.  1781.  § xxi. 

Jj  The  pilules  mercuriales  gummofe  of  Plenck  are  as  follow  : — Rec, 
mercur.  vivi  drach.  i.  gum.  arab.  drach.  ij.  Terantur  invicem,  ad- 
dito  dimid.  cochleari  aquce  in  mucum.  Huic  bene  fuba&o  add. 
extra£l.  cicutse  drach.  i.  pulv.  liq.  q.  s.  m.  f.  pil.  g.  ij.  Dentur  n. 
fex  pro  dof.  mane  et  vefperi.  See  Nova  et  facilis  methtdus  argentum 
vivum  cegris  venerea  lobe  inf  Elis  exhibendi  quam  Vindobon ann.  177  6, 
edidit  J.  S.  Jac.  Plenck. — From  the  author's  papers. 

§ Deco£lum  Septalii : — Rec.  Rad.  Sarfaparillae  minut.  incif.  unc. 
vj.  horde*  excortic.  unc.  iv.  In  fund,  per  hor.  xxiv.  in  aq.  calent.  lib. 
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iv.  vafe  claufo.  Deinde  lento  igne  decoq.  donee  quinque  lib.  con- 
fumptae  lint.  Tunc  extrabatur  farfaparilla  et  tundatur  in  mot  tar, 
marmor.  mox  in  eandem  aquam  immitatur,  et  add.  carnis  vitulm, 
macr.  lib.iij.  fem.  coriand.  unc.  j.  vel  ligni  fan£ti  raf.  tantumdem,  vel 
fantal.  citr.  drach.iij.  et  operto  vafe  iterum  decoq.  lento  igne,  donee 
remaneant  lib.  v.  et  in  fine  aromatilentur  drach.  tribus  cinnam.  ele&i. 
Colentur  cum  forti  exprefftone.  Dentur  fummo  mane  unc.  vj.  vel 
vij.  quatuor  horis  ante  cibum,  vefperi  autem  unc.iv.  vel  v.  ante  coe- 
nam.  Affumatur  per  quam  plurimos  dies,  quandoque  ufqtte  ad  cen- 
tum. Lud.  Septal,  animadv.  vied.  1.  vii.  n.  214.  From  the  Author V 
papers. 

93.  Laftly,  the  ulcers  of  the  larynx  and  tra- 
chea, or  phthifis  trachealis  (,37.)*  when  it  arifes 
from  an  acrid  humour  falling  into  the  larynx, 
which  very  frequently  happens,  require  that  the 
defluxion  from  the  mouth  of  the  larynx  fhould 
be  prevented,  and  the  acrid  humour  corrected, 
in  order  that  the  ulcers  may  the  more  readily 
heal  up.  Morgagni  * caufed  a patient  labouring 
under  this  complaint  to  remain  as  lilent  as  poffible; 
to  lie  with  his  head  low ; to  live  in  a large  hut 
warm  chamber, — for  it  was  the  winter-time  ; — - 
to  avoid  the  wind  and  lun,  as  Hippocrates  re- 
commends f ; to  fuck  milk  every  morning  from 
the  breafts  of  a healthy  woman,  living  on  the  beft 
iood  ; and  to  take,  by  way  of  fupper,  pottage  of 
the  fcrculum  Saxoni boiled  in  milk  without  lu- 
gar,  and  by  thele  means  reflored  him  to  health, 
contrary  to  all  expectation.  He  likewife  re- 
moved another  phthiiis  trachealis,  which  was 
approaching  to  a phthifis  pulmonalis,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  occafioned  and  kept  up  bv 

. Vol.  V.  H 
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an  herpetic  and  fcorbutic  acrimony,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  He  gave  every  day  a little  of  the 
refin  of  turpentine,  by  which  the  patient  affirmed 
that  the  throat  and  cheft  were  confiderably  relie- 
ved. After  that,  for  the  firft  twenty  days, — for 
it  was  the  fu miner- feafon, — he  caufed  the  patient 
to  drink  milk-water,  as  it  is  called,  in  which 
aquatic  pimpernel,  ground-ivy,  fun-flowers,  and 
a little  of  the  bark  of  faflafras  had  been  macera- 
ted, the  drinking  of  which  was  always  repeated 
five  hours  after  dinner.  But,  after  thefe  twenty 
days,  in  place  of  it  he  fubftituted  the  drinking  of 
viper-foup,  prepared  with  frogs  and  the  tails  of 
river-crabs,  to  be  drunk  in  the  morning.  After  the 
patient  had  begun  to  ufc  this,  itchy  fpots  broke  out, 
the  colour  of  theTace  was  improved,  the  ftrength 
increafed,  the  patient  became  lefs  lean,  the  cough 
lefs  frequent,  the  hoarfenefs  flighter,  and  the  ex- 
pectoration more  fcanty.  The  food  confifted  in- 
tirely  of  chickens,  which  were  boiled,  fluffed 
with  the  above-mentioned  herbs,  and  of  frumen- 
ty prepared  from  rice  or  oats,  with  almonds. 
The  drink  at  table  was  always  water  very  flightly 
medicated  with  the  root  of  bark  and  the  bark  of 
faflafras  ; and  that  at  other  times  the  aqua  Bran - 
dulcdy  which,  during  the  heat  of  fummer,  and 
when  the  thirft  was  urgent,  was  drunk  fomewhat 
more  liberally.  As  towards  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember the  cough,  expectoration,  and  emaciation 
ftill  continued  to  go  on, — for  after  employing  fo 
many  remedies  he  appeared  to  be  thinner  than  he 
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ought  to  have  been, — the  matter  expectorated, 
efpecially  that  fpit  up  in  the  morning,  although 
not  iis  formerly  bloody  and  putrid,  (till  had  not 
loft  its  yellowiih  afh-colour  and  faltifh  tafte. 
Laftly,  the  cough  was  ftill  troublefome  in  the 
morning  and  evening,  and  feemed  to  arife  from  a 
deeper  feat  than  the  larynx.  On  which  account, 
the  patient  being  again  and  again  cautioned  to  de- 
fend himfelf  againft  the  inclemency  of  the  cold 
weather,  he  had  advifed  him  to  drink  for  a month 
afies  milk,  in  confequence  cf  which  the  expecto- 
ration returned  almoft  to  its  natural  condition  ; 
then  to  drink  cows  milk,  in  the  ufe  of  which  he 
perfevered  to  the  end  of  December.  By  which 
means  the  fpitting,  cough,  and  all  the  fymptoms 
were  made  to  difappear,  and  the  former  vigour, 
colour,  and  habit  of  body,  together  with  perieCt 
health,  were  reftored  But  every  phthifis 
trachealis  and  ulcer  of  this  kind  does  not  fo 
readily  yield  to  medicine.  They  generally  ter- 
minate in  real  phthifis  pulmonalis  and  death,  or 
cut  off  the  patient  by  fuffocatiom 

* Epift.  anat.  med.  xxii.  n.  27.  f De  morb * 1.  2.  J Mor- 

gagn.  Epijl.  11.31* 

94.  Laftly,  I Uni  ft  fay  fomething  concerning 
the  regimen  to  be  adopted.  The  labour  of  the 
phyfician  will  be  intirely  fruftrated,  unlefs  the 
caufes  which  have  given  origin  to  the  complaint, 
or  excited  it,  be  removed  with  the  utmoft  care,  and 
proper  attention  be  paid  to  the  regulation  of  the 
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non-naturals.  In  particular,  the  food  ought  to  be 
weak,  cooling,  and  eafy  of  digeftion.  Frelh  and 
tender  pot-herbs,  ripe  fruits,  and  fuch  as  are  not 
apt  to  become  putrid,  foft  boiled  eggs,  and  finall 
ireih-water  fiih  boiled  in  milk,  and  given  fpa- 
ringly  and  cautioufly,  are  preferable  to  flefh.  If 
the  patient  be  allowed  any  animal  food,  it  ought 
to  be  that  of  chickens  which  have  been  fattened 
with  barley,  rice,  or  Turkifh  com  boiled  in  milk. 
But  every  kind  of  fulnefs  is  to  be  avoided. 
Thick,  glutinous,  too  nourifhing  articles,  or  taken 
in  too  great  quantity,  and  fat  foups ; gelatinous 
things  ; farinaceous  pottage,  and  the  like,  which 
are  generally  given  by  way  of  food  by  the  com- 
mon people,  who  have  fcarcely  heard  of  the 
name  of  phthifis  pulmonalis,  are  defervedly  con- 
demned by  Van  Swieten  For  in  the  languid 
ftate  of  the  ftomach  they  cannot  be  well  digefted, 
and  they  afford  a vifcid,  fluggifh,  glutinous  kind  of 
chyle,  which,  on  being  received  into  the  blood, 
obftruds  and  oppreffes  more  and  more  the  lungs 
themfelves,  already  obftrudled,  or  labouring  under 
atony.  I do  not  deny,  however,  that  fome- 
tirnes  the  fcrculum  Saxonies , and  pottage  made  of 
the  flour  of  mace,  or  Saracenic  com,  called  by 
botanifts  fagopyrum , or  even  of  wheat  or  rye  f , 
from  which  pottage  is  prepared  with  water  or  milk, 
have  proved  of  remarkable  fervice  in  fome  cafes 
of  phthifis  ; provided  the  experiments  which  are 
related  be  underftood  only  of  incipient  phthifis, 
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and  of  that  which  arifes  from  exceflive  tenuity 

* 

and  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 

* Comment . on  Boerhaave,  { 1200.  n.  3.  & § 1208.  n.  3. 
f In  Brunfwick  a pottage  is  prepared  with  the  flour  of  rye,  pure 
water,  and  frelh  butter,  boiled  together,  which  either  alone,  or  in 
conjun&ion  with  milk,  is  taken  in  the  morning  upon  an  empty  fto- 
mach,  and  by  means  of  it  Lange  mentions,  that  confumptive  patients, 
if  they  be  not  reftored  to  health,  are  frequently  relieved.  Mifccl. 
vcrit.  falc.  i.  p.  33. 

, 95.  The  expreffed  juice  of  barley,  oats,  or  rice, 

not  much  condenfated,  is  more  eafily  digefted  ; 
nor  does  it  afford  a gluten  which  cannot  be  o- 
vercome  by  the  vis  vita.  Likewife  the  flour  of 
barley,  flightly  toafted,  lofes  much  of  the  gluten 
by  which  it  might  prove  injurious  to  the  ftomach 
and  other  vifcera.  Gruel  made  of  it,  and  boiled 
up  in  foup  or  milk,  lies  on  the  ftomach  well, 
and  proves  nourifhing.  Others  employ,  in  place 
of  that  flour,  bread  crumbled  down  fine,  and 
boiled  in  milk,  with  the  addition  of  a little  fu- 

gar  and  wheaten  flour,  fo  as  to  afford  a loft, 

* 

pleafant,  and  light  food.  At  prefent  the  kind  of 
food  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  efpecially  in 
Germany,  is  fago . It  is  brought  to  us  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  is  faid  to  be  the  medulla  of  a par- 
ticular fort  of  palm-tree  formed  into  grains.  In 
the  year  1645  Mallovin  publifhed  an  exprefs  dif- 
fertation  at  Paris  concerning  fago,  as  being  the 
beft  remedy  in  the  cure  of  confumption.  In 
it  Lange  * has  afcertained  the  prefence  of  fmooth 
particles,  and  afferts  that  the  utility  of  thefe  ap- 
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pears  in  alleviating  difeafes  of  the  lungs,  and  is 
evinced  by  frequent  experience.  Moreover,  he 
obferves  that  fago  is  very  eafy  of  digeftion,  and 
therefore  affords  good  and  generous  nourifh- 
ment,  and  is  aim  oft  altogether  converted  into 
juice  and  blood.  He  recommends  boiling  it  in  two 
parts  of  water  and  one  of  milk,  into  the  form  of 
pottage,  and  affirms  that  no  obftru&ion  of  the 
glands  or  yifcera  is  to  be  apprehended  from  its  em- 
ployment. 

* MifceL  verltat.  fafc.  i.  p.  109. 

96.  To  thefe  ought  to  be  added  another  kind 
of  pottage,  named  by  Clerc  the  cibus  albus *, 
which  he  highly  recommends.  He  boafts  f that 
a lady  of  quality,  who  in  confequence  of  a he- 
moptyfis  had  fallen  into  a confirmed  confumption, 
being  difgufted  with  the  milk  on  which  the  had 
been  living,  merely  by  employing  this  pottage  be- 
tween three  and  four  months,— in  confequence 
of  which  itchy  puftules  broke  out  all  over  her 
body,— was  at  length  reftored  to  health  J.  But 
it  would  be  tedious  to  particularife  every  thing 
which  is  recommended  by  authors  by  way  of 
food  or  medicine,  and  which  may  be  occafionally 
taken  by  patients  with  fuccefs.  Therefore,  paffing 
over  thefe,  I (hall  proceed  to  the  remaining  regu- 
lations concerning  the  diet.  While  they  continue 
to  employ  milk,  wine  muft  be  forbid.  Their  fup- 
per  ought  to  be  very  light.  They  ought  to  go 
to  bed  early.  They  ought  to  avoid  too  much 
fleep,  as  well  as  too  long  watching  ; to  take 
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moderate  exercife,  and  to  abfiain  intirelv  from 
venery.  A prudent  choice  of  air  and  exercise 
mult  be  made.  For  the  climate  in  which  the 
difeafe  has  arifen  is  the  worft.  The  molt  tem- 
perate air  ihould  be  chofen,  and,  if  poffible,  that 
of  the  plains,  which  is  preferable,  becaufe  plants 
are  faid  to  have  a furprifing  effect  in  purifying 
putrid  air.  Neither  does  the  fame  degree  of  mo- 
tion and  exercife  anfwer  every  patient ; nor  mull 
riding  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage,  as  is  com- 
monly done,  be  prefcribed  upon  every  occafion, 
but  only  in  the  cafe  of  patients  who  labour  under 
atony  of  the  folids,  and  whofe  fluids  abound  with 
a crude  and  fluggifh  mucus,  before  the  complaint 
has  become  confirmed  ||.  A fea- voyage  is  calcu- 
lated for  molt  patients,  or  for  thofe  whofe  ftrength 
is  confiderably  exhaufted.  Cicero  himfelf  §,  to 
prevent  the  approach  of  confumption,  to  which 
he  was  naturally  predifpofed,  had  recourfe  to  a 
a long  voyage.  And  the  advice  of  the  younger 
Pliny  to  his  freedman,  who  laboured  under  he- 
moptyfis,  to  take  a voyage  to  Egypt,  was  attended 
with  fuccefs.  But  why  need  i recur  to  ancient 
authorities,  while  we  have  fuch  repeated  infiances 
of  the  fuccefs  of  this  remedy  among  ourfelves  ? I 
fhall  Amply  add,  that  patients  are  ordered  to  go 
to  the  climates  where  the  winter-feafon  is  mildeft, 
as  thofe  of  Naples  and  Pifa  are,  in  order  to 
fpend  their  winter.  * 

* Clerc,  Hi/I.  nat . de  rhom . vol.  ii.  p.  33.  f Raulin  alfo  haA 
made  the  fame  remark  (82.)  J De  chr,  crat . 
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|J  Take  the  white  iiefh  of  a capon,  or  of  a roafted  foul,  without 
the  Ikin  or  lat,  half  an  ounce  of  purified  fweet  almonds,  four  bitter 
almonds,  fix  drachms  of  feeds  of  white  poppy,  pound  all  together 
in  a marble  mortar  until  it  be  reduced  to  a pafle,  which  mull  be 
occafionally  wet  with  two  pints  of  new  milk  gradually  poured  upon 
it.  Afterwards  inclofing  them  in  a piece  of  linen,  let  them  be  ex- 
preffed,  that  an  emulfion  may  be  obtained,  in  which  diffolve  half  ait 
ounce,  or  fix  drachms,  of  the  flour  of  nee.  Let  this  mixture  be 
placed  upon  a flow  fire,  always  flirting  it  about,  that  it  may  not 
burn,  until  it  acquire  the  appearance  of  cream.  Add  as  much  of  the 
fugar  of  rofes,  or  violets,  as  pleafes  the  patient’s  tafte.  Then  remo- 
ving the  vefiel  from  the  fire,  the  water  of  orange-flowers,  or  of  a 
whole  citron,  or  other  aromatic,  may  be  added  to  it.  Of  this  mefs 
the  patient  tnay  take  a proper  quantity  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
§ See  the  Phthifilogia  of  Morton  $ Theatr . lab.  of  Eennet  *,  Raulin’s 
Ob/,  dc  med. ; Dupre’  de  Lifle,  Ds  la  phthlf.  pulmon.  &cT 


CHAPTER  IV*. 

' • . .*  * * 

CONCERNING  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  LUNGS 
AND  CHEST,  AND  KINDRED,  OR  SUCCEED- 
ING, AFFECTIONS. 

97.  Inflammation  of  the  lungs  is  twofold; 
namely,  peripneumony  * and  pleurify . Thefe  af- 

fections, in  my  opinion,  differ  neither  in  their 
feat  nor  nature,  but  merely  with  regard  to  their 
fymptoms.  This  appears  to  be  chiefly  proved 
by  anatomy,  reafoning,  and  the  authority  of  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  writers.  Nor  am  I difpofed 
to  give  up  my  opinion  in  confequence  of  the  ar- 
guments which  I know  others  allege  againft  it, 
or  by  the  paflages  adduced  from  the  fpurious 
works  of  Hippocrates,  by  authors  otherwife  of 
the  greateft  learning  j as  the  fame  author,  in  his 
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genuine  book,  De  Locis  in  Homine  (N.  24.),  has 
left  it  in  writing,  when  both  parts  of  the  lungs 
are  inflamed,  that  peripneumony  takes  place ; 
but  if  only  one  part  of  them  be  inflamed,  that 
pleurify  arifes. 

* Peripneumonia , pcripleumcnia,  pneumonia , pulmonia , &lc.  arc  fy- 
Ronymcrus  terms. 

98.  Peripneumony,  according  to  the  original 
fenfe  of  the  word,  implies  an  inflammation  fur- 
rounding  the  lungs.  But  if  it  be  taken  in  a loo- 
fer  fenfe,  which  is  commonly  done  now,  it  com- 

* 

prehends  that  inflammation  of  the  lungs  which  is 
not  attended  with  an  acute  and  pungent  pain  ; or 
if  any  pain  be  prefent,  it  is  rather  of  a dull 
and  heavy  kind.  Its  principal  fymptoms  are  the 
following  : Quick,  warm  breathing  ; a cough,  at 
Aril  dry,  with  a fcanty  and  frothy  expectoration  ; 
thin,  crude,  yellow,  or  ftreaked  with  blood,  after- 
wards moift,  attended  with  a more  copious  and 
freer  expectoration  of  a thicker  and  better  digefted 
matter;  a fenfe  of  weight,  heavinefs,and  diftenfion 
of  the  pr^cordia  and  whole  cheft ; no  pain,  or  fuch 
an  one  as  has  been  juft  now  defcribed,  and  gene- 
rally fettling  in  the  fternum  and  fpine,  or  only 
betraying  itfelf  when  the  cough  (hakes  the  cheft 
with  uncommon  violence.  Moreover,  the  cheeks 
iwell  and  become  red  ; they  are  occafionally  af- 
fected with  glowing  heat ; the  veins  of  the 
temples  and  neck  become  turgid  ; the  eyes  pro- 
tuberate ; the  head  is  affeCted  with  pain ; the 
tongue  becomes  parched,  and  is  ftrft  tinged  with 
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a kind  of  yellow  colour,  and  afterwards  over- 
fpread  with  a vifcid  mucus ; and,  laflly,  it  be- 
comes black,  and  fometimes  it  cracks.  To 
thefe  fymptoms  are  added  loathing  of  food, 
and  a defire  for  cold  drink  and  cold  air ; the 
pulfe  for  the  moft  part  is  great,  fometimes  wavy 
and  foft,  frequently,  however,  hard  and  violent, 
(notwithftanding  of  the  hypothetical  opinion  of 
others)  ; fometimes  it  is  of  the  kind  called  dicro- 
tus , or  intermitting,  or  fmall  and  quick ; the 
patient’s  lying  upon  his  back  with  greater  eafe, 
while  he  is  fcarcely  able  to  lie  on  either  fide,  on 
account  of  the  danger  of  fuffocation  ; lofs  of 
ftrength ; the  urine  fometimes  thin  and  watery, 
fometimes  red  and  thick. 

99.  If  the  complaint  be  more  fevere,  or  be- 
come worfe,  the  breath  is  drawn  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty ; the  patient  is  diftrefled  with  conftant 
watching,  or  a comatofe  fleep,  although  of  very 
fhort  continuance,  fteals  upon  him  ; the  mind  is 
afredled  ; a very  bloody  and  florid  expe&oration 
is  coughed  up,  which  is  at  length  fuddenly  fup- 
prefled,  and  occafions  a bubbling  noife  internally  ; 
the  extremities  are  cold  ; the  lips  and  nails  be- 
come livid  ; the  forehead  and  neck  are  bedewed 
with  a cold  fweat  ; there  is  a tendency  to  faint- 
ing ; the  eyes  are  languid,  watery,  and  cover- 
ed as  it  were  with^t  film  ; the  noflrils  become 
dry,  and  the  angles  of  the  nofe  ftretched  wide ; 
the  pulfe  becomes  obfeure,  vermicular,  and  for- 
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micating ; and  other  deplorable  fymptoms  clofe 
'the  train. 

100.  In  pleurify  fymptoms  nearly  fimilar  to 
thefe  occur.  For  even  from  the  days  of  Galen  *, 
that  complaint  was  fuppofed  to  be  attended  with 
a continued  acute  fever  ; difficult  refpiration  ; a 
troublefome  cough  ; a crude,  fometimes  bloody, 
expectoration,  or  flreaked  with  blood  ; a hard  or 

ferrated  pulfe,  and  not  a deep  or  dull  pain,  as  in 
peripneumony,  but  a more  acute  or  frequently 
pungent  one  in  fome  part  of  the  cheft,  or  in  one 
or  other  fide,  fo  much  aggravated  by  every  in- 
fpiration  and  fhock  occafioned  by  the  cough, 
that  the  patients  are  obliged,  on  account  of  the 
pain,  to  check  their  infpiration  and  the  cough. 
The  pain  fometimes  precedes  the  fever,  fome- 
times fucceeds  it,  according  as  the  pleurify  is  pri- 
mary or  fecondary.  Hence  the  fymptoms  pecu- 
liar to  pleurify,  by  which,  if  it  cannot  be  defined. 
It  may  at  leall  be  defcribed,  are  thus  enumerated 
by  Cullen  : Pyrexia  ; dolor  lateris  pungens  ; inf  pi- 
ratio  dolens ; decubitus , plerumque  in  latus  affectum^ 
molejlus  ; tuffs  dolentiffma , initio  ficca , poflea  hu- 
mid a,  feepe  cruenta  f.  A more  violent  pain, 
therefore,  which  is  always  prefent,  conftitutes 
the  difference,  if  there  be  any,  between  perip- 
neumony  and  pleurify. 

* Riverius,  Prax.  med . lib.  vii.  cap.  3.  f Gen.morb.  ord.ii. 

phlegm,  gen.  12. 

101.  Pleurify  has  generally  been  confidered  as 
an  inflammation  oi  the  fide  or  pleura  furrounding 
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the  ribs,  in  order  that  it  might  be  properly  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  peripneumony,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  from  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
Others,  however,  on  discovering  from  diflfection 
that  they  are  both  difeafes  of  the  lungs  inqui- 
ring into  the  caufe  of  the  one  being  attended 
either  with  no  pain,  or  only  an  obfcure  one, 
while,  in  the  other,  a moft  diftrefling  one  is 
prefent,  thought  that  they  had  difcovered  that 
it  proceeds  from  the  difference  of  the  part 
affe&ed.  For  they  fuppofed  f that  pleurify  was 
feated  in  the  external  furface  of  the  lungs, 
which  they  imagined  to  be  more  fenfible  from 
being  covered  with  the  pleura ; while  they  be- 
lieved that  peripneumony  was  contained  in  the 
internal  recefies  of  the  lungs,  which  they  imagi- 
ned to  poffefs  lefs  fenfibility  on  account  of  the 
want  of  the  pleura  there.  But  neither  can  the 
pleura  be  the  feat  of  fo  great  pain,  as  it  has  few 
or  no  nerves,  nor  are  the  lungs  therefore  more 
fenfible  in  confequence  of  the  pleura,  nor  are  the 
internal  parts,  which  are  very  copioufly  provided 
with  nerves,  lefs  acutely  fenfible.  As  therefore  the 
diftindtion  between  peripneumony  and  pleurify 
confifts  intirely  in  a greater  degree  of  violence  of 
the  pain  ; I confider  it,  with  Sarcone,  as  being 
very  probable,  that  in  the  former  moft  of  the  lefs 
fenfible  parts  of  the  lungs  are  afifedted,  and  more 
flowly,with  the  caufe  of  the  inflammation, but  that 
in  the  latter,  fome  of  the  parts  which  are  endowed 
with  more  exquilite  fenfibility,  and  provided 
with  more  remarkable  nerves,  iuch  as  the  inter- 
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nal  parts,  are  aflefted  ; or  that  the  nerves  them- 
felves  are  more  immediately  and  violently  touch- 
ed and  vellicated  by  the  inflammatory  acrimony* 
What  occafion,  therefore,  is  there  for  conceiving, 
as  fome  fuppofe,  that  in  pleurify  the  bronchial 
artery  is  more  afife&ed  by  the  inflammation,  and 
in  peripneumony  the  pulmonary  artery  ? Are  the 
diftributions  of  thefe  arteries  To  diftinft,  that  they 
proceed  in  their  courfe  feparately,  no  where  com- 
municating, or  being  mutually  joined  ? 

* Vid.  Zecch.  1.  ii.  De  corp.  hum.JlruB.  et  Append,  confult.  med, 
xxvi.  Lindeltolp.  De  venen.  p.  314.  among  whom  is  Morgagni,  to- 
gether with  moft  of  the  moderns.  f The  moft  inconteftible 

proofs  by  which  it  is  demonilrated  that  the  lungs  are  the  feat  of 
pleurify,  may  be  read  in  the  works  of  Tiftbt,  in  a letter  to  Kirtzel5 
p.  28.  et  feq. 

102.  I do  not,  however,  deny  that  the  pleura 
fometimes  becomes  red  and  inflamed  all  over, 
which  may  be  proven  by  innumerable  diffedions ; 
but  I merely  contend  that,  on  account  of  its  pof- 
fefling  none,  or  very  little,  fenfibility,  it  is  alto- 
gether incapable  of  exciting  fo  fevere  a pain  as 
generally  takes  place  in  pleurify  (98.)  ; and  that 
it  can  neither  occafion  fuch  difficulty  of  breathing, 
nor  fuch  a cough  and  copious  and  bloody  fpitting, 
unlefs  the  lungs,  or  nerves  diftributed  over  the  po- 
fterior  cellular  fpaces,  or  the  intercoftal  mufcles, 
be  at  the  fame  time  affected.  For  it  is  known, 
from  repeated  obfervations,  that  when  the  pleura 
alone  is  inflamed,  neither  is  the  pain  fo  acute, 
nor  is  it  aggravated  on  infpiration,  hecaufe  by  in- 
fpiration  it  is  rather  relaxed nor  is  fo  frequent 
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and  troublefome  a cough  excited,  nay,  that  it  is 
frequently  abfent  Diffedions  have  even  been 
made  by  eminent  anatomifts,  from  which  it  has 
appeared  that  inflammation  of  the  pleura  has  ta- 
ken place  without  the  patient’s  having  complain- 
ed of  any  pain  f . Many,  both  of  the  ancients 
and  moderns,  affirm,  that  this  inflammation  of 
the  pleura  is  properly  the  true  pleurify , on  account 
of  its  exifting  in  the  pleura,  from  which  they 
think  it  receives  its  name.  They  acknowledge 
that  it  is  a difeafe  of  very  rare  occurrence,  and 
that  it  does  not  appear  furprifing  that,  on  diffec- 
tion,  the  pleura  is  rarely  found  to  be  inflamed  in 
pleurify.  But  do  all  the  fymptoms  charaderiftic 
of  pleurify  (98.)  occur  in  this  pleurify  ? Are  the 
pain  and  difficulty  of  breathing  fo  great,  is  the 
cough  fo  diftrefiing,  or  the  fpitting  of  blood  fo 
copious,  that  it  may  be  called  aBual pleurify , fuch 
as  is  defcribed  by  authors  (100.)  ? 

* Zerian.  Delia  paraplcurltide , c.  iii.  p,  30.  31.  - J Frid; 

Medicus,  Coiled,,  oof.  med . vol.  i. 

103-  Sometimes  the  mediaflinum  by  itfelf  be- 
comes inflamed,  and  a difeafe  fimilar  to  pleurify 
arifes.  When  this  happens,  moft  authors  affirm 
that  a pain,  together  with  the  other  fympto/ns  of 
pleurify  (98.),  attacks  nearly  the  middle  and  fore- 
part of  the  cheft, — if  the  anterior  part  of  the  me- 
diaftinum, by  which  it  is  conneded  to  the  fternum, 
be  inflamed, — and  the  pofterior  part, — it  the  back-* 
part  of  the  cheft,  next  to  the  fpine,  be  affeded, — - 
or  both  parts,  if  the  inflammation  occur  in  the 
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correfponding  parts  of  the  mediaftinum.  But 
Petrus  Salius  Diverfus  *,  who  has  inquired  very 
attentively  into  the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  re- 
marks that  during  the  infpiration  a ftraitening 
and  kind  of  obftru&ion  at  the  fternum  is  felt,  ra- 
ther than  pain, — which  indeed  is  confident  with 
the  fmall  degree  of  fenfibility  of  the  mediaftinum, 
— and  when  in  fail  the  pain  is  prefent,  that  it  is 
neither  remarkable  nor  violent ; but  that  the  re- 
fpiration  is  very  quick,  although  not  difficult  or 
laborious.  Moreover,  he  afferts  that  he  has  feen 
fuch  patients  affected  with  an  acute  fever,  accom- 
panied with  great  reftleffnefs  and  third,  and  the 
other  fymptoms  which  are  the  concomitants  of 
ardent  fevers ; that  they  complain  of  great  heat 
in  the  thorax,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were 
both  defirous  to  infpire  the  cold  air,  and  expire 
their  warm  breath ; that  they  were  all  diftrefled 
with  a cough,  generally  dry  at  the  beginning,  and 
afterwards  moift  ; that  what  they  expectorated 
was  either  of  a red  or  yellow  colour ; that  the 
greateft  part  was  of  a yellow  colour,  and  little  of 
a red  ; and  that  their  puife  was  like  that  of  pleu- 
' ritic  patients.  And  he  has  illuftrated  the  matter 
by  the  inftance  of  a particular  patient,  an  account 
of  whofe  difleCtion  he  adduces  ; adding,  that  fyn- 
cope  concurred  with  the  other  fymptoms  when 
the  inflammation  of  the  mediaftinum  was  diflhfed 
to  the  pericardium.  The  pericardium  alfo,  nay, 
even  the  heart,  fometimes  becomes  inflamed  by  it- 
felf.  When  this  happens,  befides  the  pain  and 
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anxiety,  the  patient  is  fubject  to  frequent  faint- 
ing-fits, and  great  heats  ; very  acute  feveT  ; great 
third,  nay,  even  more  ardent  than  in  pleurify 
and  in  peripneumony  f . The  pulfe  is  violent, 
very  quick,  and  fometimes  intermitting  p.  Nor 
is  it  a rare  occurrence  for  the  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  on  account  of  the  vicinity  or  connection  of 
the  parts,  to  be  propagated  to  the  pleura,  dia- 
phragm, mediaftinum,  pericardium,  and  heart ; 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  pafs  from  thefe  to  the 
lungs,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  parts  af- 
fefted,  occafioning  excruciating  pain,  conftan£ 
and  violent  cough,  crthopncea,  delirium,  convui- 
fions,  derangement  of  the  pulfe,  and  the  greateft 
anxiety.  When  the  complaint  affeCts  fo  many 
parts  together,  it  is  named  by  feme  pleuro-perip - 
neumonia  ||  ; the  term  being  employed  in  a more 
extenfive  fenfe  than  in  its  ufual  acceptation  (i  12.), 

* De  affe&.part.  c.  vi.  f Ibid.  J Riolan.  Enchlrid. 

anat.med.  L iii.  p.  206.  ||  Haller,  Qpufc.  pathol.  obf.  13.  Mor- 

gagn.  De  fed.  et  caujf.  morb . ejfifl.  anat . medSxx.  & xxi.  De  Haen, 
Rat.  med. 

1 04.  But  although  pleurify  has  many  fymp- 
toms  in  common  with  peripneumony,  in  it,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  an  acute  and  lancinating 
pain  is  felt,  particularly  if  the  left  fide  be  affeCted, 
which  fometimes  rifes  upwards  to  the  throat, 
fometimes  to  the  clavicle,  fometimes  to  the  fhoul- 
der-blade,  fometimes  defcends  downwards  to 
the  pra^cordia  or  hypochondria,  and  fometimes 
Is  fixed  in  both  fides.  At  times  it  is  felt  only 
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when  the  patient,  while  lying  on  the  right  or 
left  fide,  is  defired  to  make  a full  infpiration, 
or  to  cough.  For  as  infpiring  and  coughing  in- 
creafe  it  when  prefent,  they  excite  and  call  it 
forth  when  latent.  When  this  happens,  the  pleu- 
rify  is  named  occult . According  to  Hippocrates, 
the  caufe  why  the  pain  is  perceived  in  various 
places,  or  propagated  thither,  is  explained  in  the 
Coac&  Pranotiojics , as  follows  : “ When  a pain  is 
felt  at  one  clavicle,  one  of  the  upper  lobes  of  the 
lungs  is  affe&ed  ; but  when  it  extends  to  both, 
both  fuperior  lobes  are  in  'ike  manner  affected  : 
when  the  pain  is  felt  in  the  middle  of  the  rib, 
the  middle  of  the  lungs  is  difeafed  : when  the 
pain  paffes  to  any  part  of  the  lungs,  the  lower 
lobe  is  affeCted:  when  one  whole  lobe  is  inflamed, 
all  the  parts  correfponding  with  it  become  affect- 
ed.” (N.  400*  and  elfe  where). 

105.  When  the  acceflion  of  the  fever  takes 
place,  which  is  frequently  preceded  by  {hivering 
and  cold,  and  fucceeded  by  heat  and  third,  the 
patient  is  fometimes  diftreffed  with  vomiting,  or 
a defire  to  vomit,  and  the  urine  is  firfi:  voided 
thin  and  copious,  although  it  afterwards  becomes 
fcanty  and  red.  The  refpiration  is  frequent  and 
final  1,  nay,  difficult*  but  not  always  fo,  as  in  pe- 
ripneumony.  It  is  iikewife  generally  inconvenient 
to  lie  upon  the  found  fide  ; for  the  infpiration  is 
then  rendered  more  difficult,  the  cough  and  an- 
xiety increafe,  and  the  pain  alio  frequently  re- 

Vql.  V.  I 
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turns,  which  is  eafily  explained.  For  the  lungs 
being  inflamed,  become  fwelled  and  diftended, 
and,  on  account  of  the  congeftion,  are  rendered 
more  folid  and  heavy.  If  the  patient  lie  upon  the 
found  fide,  the  mediaftinurn  preffingupon  the  lungs 
ftraitens  and  irritates  them  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
they  become  lefs  capable  of  ferving  the  office  of 
refpiration.  Hence  the  blood  pafles  through 
them  with  greater  difficulty,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  cough  and  anxiety  are  increafed.  But 
when  the  pain  at  the  fame  time  is  increafed 
in  this  pofture,  it  probably  happens  in  con- 
fequence of  fome  adhefion  of  the  lungs  to  the 
pleura ; for  while  the  patient  reclines  upon  the 
found  fide,  the  lungs,  where  they  adhere  to  the 
pleura,  being  torn  by  their  own  weight,  mull 
neceflarily  become  more  painful,  and  the  more 
fo,  if  the  pleura  and  intercoftal  mufcles,  with 
which  they  have  become  united,  be  at  the 
fame  time  in  a ftate  of  inflammation.  The  pulfe, 
as  I have  already  remarked,  for  the  moft  part  is 
hard  and  ferrated  ; fometimes  great  and  violent ; 
fometimes  fmall  and  irregular ; at  other  times, 
likewife,  foft,  wavering,  and  having  the  double 
Broke. 

106.  At  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  either 
nothing,  or  only  thin  phlegm,  or  fome  thick  te- 
nacious matter,  is  expectorated,  although  it  is  for 
the  mod  part  ftreaked  with  blood.  As  the  dif- 
eafe  advances,  the  expectoration  comes  off  mere 
eafily  and  copioufly,  and,  from  being  thin,  begins 
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) ; 

to  become  thicker,  and  changes  its  bloody  for  a 
whiter  colour.  At  the  height  of  the  complaint, 
which  is  named  flatus,  it  is  concocted,  white, 
fmooth,  and  affords  relief.  When  the  complaint 
takes  a turn,  the  pain,  fever,  cough,  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  difappear,  fymptoms  of  concodtion 
being  difcoverable  in  all  the  excretions.  If,  how- 
ever,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  nature,  and 
the  remedies  employed,  the  inflammation  increafe 
and  fpread  wider  over  the  lungs;  or  if  it  be  tranf- 
lated  from  the  pleura  and  fide  of  the  thorax, 
where  it  wras  fir  ft  feated,  to  the  lungs,  the  pleu- 
rify  is  then  faid  to  pafs  into  peripneumonv.  For, 
in  confequence  of  the  lungs  being  oppreffed  with 
the  inflammatory  gluten,  for  the  moft  part  not 
only  does  the  pain,  in  confequence  of  the  fenfibi- 
lity  being  overwhelmed  and  blunted,  remit,  and 
the  refpiration  become  fiiort,  high,  and  can  only 
be  performed  in  the  eredt  pofture,  while  the  cheft 
is  oppreffed,  and  a bubbling  noife  is  emitted  from 
it ; but  likewife  the  blood  being  forced  to  flag- 
nate  in  the  right  ventricle  and  auricle  of  the  heart, 
as  well  as  in  the  trunk  of  the  vena  cava,  oppofes 
an  obftacle  to  that  which  is  flowing  back  from 
every  part  of  the  cheft.  Being  forced  by  the 
adtion  of  the  heart  into  the  pulmonary  veffels, 
which  are  thus  oppreffed,  it  diftends  them,  ex- 
preffes  the  mucous  gluten  from  the  lateral  veffels* 
cbftrudting  and  filling  all  the  parts ; in  confe- 
quence of  which  the  air  veficles  being  comprefled, 
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can  neither  be  dilated,  nor  promote  the  circulation 
through  the  lungs.  Hence,  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  being  interrupted,  fuffocation  and  death 
follow,  before  fuppuration  or  gangrene  come  on. 
Moreover,  in  fa  great  anxiety  of  the  breaft,  and 
interruption  of  the  pafiTages,  the  mucous  fluid 
paffes  out  in  all  directions  from  the  exhalant 
veffels,  without  being  taken  up  by  the  abforbents, 
which  are  already  quite  full,  in  confequence  of 
which  it  happens,  that  being  collected  about  the 
lungs,  mediaftinum,  pleura,  pericardium,  and 
heart,  when  the  body  becomes  cold  it  coagulates 
and  exhibits  itfelf  to  the  diffeCior  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  a puriform  mucus,  with  which  thefe 
parts  are  more  or  lefs  covered.  Nay,  fometimes, 
on  account  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  being 
thus  retarded,  and,  as  it  were,  checked,  its  ferous 
part  feparating  from  the  reft,  exudes  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  thorax,  fuperadding  hydrothorax  to  pe- 
ripneumony, —which  is  named  hydro-pneumony^ — 
and  the  afteCted  organs  being  at  length  preffed  on 
in  every  direction,  it  deprives  the  patient  of  breath 
and  life.  When  this  affeCtion  happens.,  the  urine 
flows  more  fparingly,  or  is  fuppreffed  ; unexpect- 
ed anxiety  fupervenes,  and  fuch  difficulty  of  brea- 
thing as  cuts  off  the  patient  in  a few  hours.  Yvrith 
regard  to  the  blood  which  is  drawn,  both  in  pleu- 
rify  and  peripneumony,  on  cooling  it  coagulates 
into  a hard,  coherent  mafs,  furrounded  with  a 
fmaii  quantity  of  ferum.  Generally,  if  not  on  the 
firft  bleeding,  at  any  rate  after  the  fecond  or  third, 
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a whitifh  mucous  cruft  appears  upon  the  furface, 
which  is  named  the  inflammatory  crufts  fometirnes 
fo  firm,  compact,  and  concrete,  that  it  can 
fcarcely  be  divided  or  penetrated,  and  appears  in 
the  middle  hollow,  and  bent  upwards  and  retrac- 
ed at  its  circumference.  Sometimes  it  is  not 
white,  but  yellow  and  greenilh ; fometirnes  it  is 
of  a fcarlet  colour,  or  of  an  intermediate  colour 
between  white  and  fcarlet.  Likewife  the  cheeks 
are  marked  with  a rofy  fpot,  and  much  more  fre- 
quently upon  the  fide  correfponding  with  the  in- 
flamed fide  of  the  lungs.  Nor  mull  the  exami- 
nation of  the  tongue  be  negleded  ; for,  befides 
the  drynefs  and  third  which  ufually  attend  acute 
difeafes,  its  whitenefs  and  roughnefs  claim  at- 
tention. Moreover,  in  the  Aphorifms  of  Hip- 
pocrates it  has  been  obferved  : “ In  inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  if  the  tongue  become  all  over  white 
and  rough,  both  parts  of  the  lungs  are  inflamed  ; 
but  when  one  half  of  it  only  is  fo,  it  correfponds 
with  the  inflamed  part  of  the  lungs.”  Coac . N.  400. 

* Storck,  Monro,  Scholinger,  and  Zimmerman,  (Vol.II.  p.31.), 
mention  that  hydrothorax  frequently  fupervenes  on  peripueumony, 
and  the  latter  upon  the  former. 

107.  The  caufes  which  give  rife  to  both  com- 
plaints (97*)  afe  the  fame  which  I have  elfewhere 
enumerated,  and  from  which  other  inflammations 
arife  ; but  efpecially  violent  exercife  of  the  bo- 
dy, cheft,  and  lungs,  particularly  in  cold,  hot,  or 
windy  weather ; the  taking  of  very  cold  drink 
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when  the  body  is  warm  ; fudden  changes  from  hot 
to  cold  weather ; fevere  catarrhs  and  rheumaifrn 
being  negle&ed  ; the  winter  and  fpring  feafon  * ; 
the  inhaling,  cr  fwallowing,  of  a poifonous,  cau- 
ft  c,  aftringent,  coagulating,  cr  any  unknown  acrid 
principle,  miafma,  vapour,  or  halitus  ; tranflations 
of  morbific  matter  ; preceding  difeafes  of  the  cheft, 
both  acute  and  chronic  ; phthifis  ; afthma  ; hy- 
drothorax ; keeping  in  the  breath  too  long ; a 
mal'Conformation  of  the  chef!:  and  lungs  ; and, 
laftly,  a peculiar  diathefis  cf  the  blood,  named 
inflammatory ; although  this  laft  fometimes  may 
not  be  the  caufe,  but  effedt  of  inflammation. 

i 

* It  is  proven  by  a variety  of  facts,  that  the  vernal  and  winter 
complaints  differ  much  from  one  another.  See  Com.  de  reb.  in/citn, 
nat.  et  meet.  gejl.  vcl.  vii.  P.  i.  p.  155. 

108.  The  peripneumony  and  pleurify  which 
have  been  hitherto  deferibed  are  named  true , ex- 
quijitey  and  genuine . But  there  are  like  wile  fpu- 
rious  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  which  are  fo  na- 
med becaufe  neither  in  violence,  nor  in  the  variety 
of  the  fymptoms,  do  they  equal  the  feverity  of  the 
former.  Sometimes  a thick  and  acrid  humour, 
or  thin  and  acrid  lymph,  pafies  in  abundance  into 
the  lungs,  and,  like  a catarrh,  excites  preternatu- 
ral heat  and  fever.  In  luch  a cafe  the  patient  is 
exhaufted  with  a cough,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  flow  fever,  without  bloody  fpitting,  or  an 
abfeefs,  or  ulcer  of  the  lungs.  Nicolaus  Pifo, 
with  in  oft  of  the  ancients,  makes  mention  of  the 
peripneumonia  fpuria , ^which  clearly  difters  from 
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the  exquifite , or  true  peripneumony , both  with  re- 
gard to  its  caufe,  and  the  mildnels  of  the  iymp- 
toms.  De  Cog . et  Cur . Mori?. 

109.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  fpurious  pe- 
ripneumony, which,  with  Riverius  * and  Sen- 
nert  f , we  may  name  pituitous , becaufe  it  feems 
to  arife  from  thick,  vifeid,  and  fluggifh  phlegm, 
palling  into  the  lungs,  and  obftruCting  them*  It 
generally  attacks  old  people,  in  the  fpring  feafon, 
of  a cold  phlegmatic  habit,  addicted  to  the  ufe  of 
wine,  and  living  in  marfhy  fituations,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a cachectic  difpofition,  who  during  the 
winter  time  do  not  perfpire  fufficiently.  It  be- 
gins with  a catarrhal  cough,  which,  however,  is 
not  conftantly  prefent,  hoarfenefs,  cold  and  heat 
alternating  with  each  other,  with  manifeft  fever, 
but  flighter  in  degree  than  it  generally  is  in  actual 
peripneumony.  Oppreffion  at  the  cheft  ; weight ; 
a dull  and  heavy  pain  ; white,  vifeid,  frothy  ex- 
pectoration, rarely  Itreaked  with  blood  ; a foft, 
and  not  very  frequent  pulfe,  often  fmall  and 
weak ; flight  third  ; and  the  tongue  being  cover- 
ed with  a white  mucus,  are  its  remaining  fymp- 
toms  ; to  which,  for  the  molt  part,  is  added,  co~ 
matofe  fleep.  1 believe  that  it  was  obferved  by 
Sydenham  and  carefully  deferibed  by  him,  un- 
der the  name  of  peripneumonia  not  ha.  But  he  re- 

marks, that  in  it  the  patient  is  likewife  diftrefled 
with  vertigo  ; that  his  head,  when  he  coughs, 
feems  to  be  fplit  afunder ; that  he  is  diftrefled 
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with  pains  all  over  his  cheft  ; that  every  thing 
which  is  drunk  is  rejected  by  vomiting ; and  that 
the  blood,  when  drawn  from  a vein,  is  covered 
with  the  pleuritic  coat.  The  name  of  peripneumo- 
nia notha  is  likewile  given  by  Boerhaave  to  that 
oppreifion  of  the  lungs  which  generally  takes 
place  at  the  termination  of  difeafes,  and  is  com- 
monly the  forerunner  of  death.  But  Lieutaud  j| 
rejects  this  difeafe  of  Sydenham  as  uncertain  and 
doubtful ; nor  does  he  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion  of 
Boerhaave,  having  been  at  times  difpofed  to  fpare 


no  one. 


* Prax.mca\  cent.!,  cbf.  98.  f Tran.  1.  ii.  P.  ii.  c.  16, 

% Cbf  circa  morb.  acut . hi/I.  fe£t.  6.  c.  4.  [)  Synods,  vol.  i. 

lie.  Thofe  who  affert  that  pleurify  conn  ft  s in  an 
inflammation  of  the  pleura  and  fide  f ioi.),  derive 
the  genuine  complaint  from  the  pleura  and  inter- 
nal intercoftal  mufcles  being  inflamed  and  con- 
fider  that  fpecies  as  fpurious  which  depends  upon 
inflammation  of  the  external  intercoftals.  But  fuch 
is  the  vicinity  and  connexion  of  thefe  parts,  that 
they  can  fcarcely  be  inflamed  feparately,  or,  if  that 
ever  happen,  the  difeafe  of  each  cannot  be  readily 
diftinguilhed.  We  ftiall  therefore  give  the  name 
of  bajlard  pleurify  to  that  inflammation  which  af- 
fedts  the  fide  itfelf,  efpecially  the  intercoftal 
mufcles  and  their  (heaths  5 nor  is  it  of  much  con- 
fequence  to  inquire  whether  at  the  fame  time 
the  pleura  be  affedted,  which  is  probable,  and 
fometimes  happens.  For  the  genuine  pleurify 
(98.  to  108.)  differs  very  widely  from  this  fpiv* 
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rlous  one,  becaufe  in  the  latter  the  pain  is  increa- 
fed  on  preflure  ; the  patient  cannot  lie  upon  the 
fide  affected,  on  account  of  the  aggravation  oi 
the  pain,  reclining  more  conveniently  upon  the 
found  fide  ; fometimes  the  external  parts  'well, 
become  painful,  and  not  unfrequendy  likewife 
exhibit  fome  degree  of  rednefs.  The  fever  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  are  lefs  violent  than  in  the 
genuine  fpecies  of  the  complaint ; nor  is  the  pulfe 
fo  hard  and  f err  cited.  There  is  generally  either 
no  cough,  or  a flight  and  dry  one,  unlefs  the 
complaint  be  combined  with  a taint  of  the  lungs. 
Nay,  Zeuiani  affirms  f that  the  cough  and  expec- 
toration are  abfent  in  the  pleurify  affedling  the 
pleura,  which  I myfelf  have  more  than  once  cb- 
ferved. 

* The  chief  of  thefe  are,  Riverius,  Lommius,  Nicolaus  Pifo, 
and  Seiinert.  f L.  c, 

hi.  According  to  fome,  likewife,  the  baftard 
pleurify  is  a rheumatic  pain  of  the  fide,  generally 
preceded  by  {hooting  pains  of  other  parts,  as  of 
the  neck  and  fhoulder-blades,  and  either  no  fever 
is  prefent,  or  only  a flight  one  of  the  lymphatic 
kind.  This  pain,  on  preffure,  or  making  a full 
infpiration,  and  by  the  motions  of  the  body,  is 
made  to  return,  and  is  aggravated,  but  does  not 
excite  a cough,  unlefs  a catarrhal  complaint  be 
combined  with  the  cough  5 or  occafions  a dry 
one  only,  unattended  with  a fpitting  of  blood. 
Of  this  kind  are,  the  fcorbutic,  venereal,  hypo- 
chondriacal, or  flatulent  pains  of  the  fide,  fixed 
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under  the  falfe  ribs,  which  are  unattended  with 
fever,  and  are  often  fihooting,  and  not  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a fixed  feat.  To  this  place  alfo  belongs 
that  affection  of  the  fide,  or  baftard  pleurify, 
which  arifes  from  crudities  in  the  primes  vies,  from 
thick  and  pituitous  food,  from  mufhrooms,  bul- 
bi,  and  iimilar  things,  which  irritate  the  ftomach 
and  interlines,  and  affedl  the  fuperior  parts  by 
confent  Under  this  head  likewife  comes  the 
pleurify  occafioned  by  worms,  which  affedts  the 
hypochondres  lower  down,  and  extends  by  fym- 
pathy  to  the  cheft,  and  fometimes  to  the  lungs. 
Some  authors  give  the  name  of fpurious  pleurify  to 
every  pain  affecting  the  falfe  ribs  ; becaufe  neither 
the  pleura  nor  lungs  reach  to  them. 


* This  is  the  pleuritic  notha  of  Platner,  Lieut aud,  and  others. 
See  Nic.  Pifo,  De  cog.  et  cur.  morh.  1.  ii.  p.  86, 

ri  2,  It  may  alfo  happen  that  pleurify  ( 1 1 o* 
ill.)  maybe  conjoined  with  peripneumony  it- 
felf,  both  from  the  beginning  and  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  complaint,  giving  rife  to  the  difeafe  which 
Baroni  * has  exprefsly  named  pkuroferipneuimnia. 
Moreover,  pleurify,  on  account  of  the  part  af-. 
fefted  with  the  pain,  is  divided  into  afeending 
and  defending  f,  as  alfo  into  pojlerior , or  dorfal 
and  anterior . Hippocrates  ||  alfo  propofes  making 
another  divifioti  of  the  complaint  into  dry  and 
moijl.  Pleurify,  likewife,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
peripneumony,  is  either  primary , or  fecondary , or 
fymptomatic.  Among  the  fecondary,  or  fympto- 
jnatic,  fpecies,  the  chief  are,  the  putrid,  bilious 
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gaftric,  arthritic,  phthifical,  exanthematic  IF,  the 
miliary,  variolous,  morbillous,  ardent,  convul- 
llve,  catarrhal  **,  periodical,  metaftatic,  hydro- 
thoracic,  la£teal,  lochial,  and  the  like.  Of  thefe, 
however,  although  the  fpecies  called  bilious  is  ge- 
nerally fecondary  and  fymptomatic,  fometimes  it 
is  primary  and  commences  with  fever  itfelf  A 
defcription  of  fuch  an  one  may  be  read  in  Gui- 
detti  ff , who  remarks,  that  in  thefe  bilious  pleu- 
r’fies  there  were  (hooting  pains  ; dry  and  trouble- 
fonae  cough,  attended  with  a fcanty  ferous  expec- 
toration, or  a yellowiff,  bloody,  and  frothy  one, 
brought  off  with  the  greateft  difficulty  by  the 
effort  of  coughing  violently  ; a very  quick  pulfe  ; 
intenfe  heat ; fluffed  cheeks  ; great  anxiety  ; 
troublefome  third  ; confiant  watching  and  tolling. 
The  blood,  when  drawn  once  or  twice,  remained 
cf  a beautiful  red,  and  the  patients,  after  the 
bleeding,  became  worfe.  They  died  on  the  fifth 
day.  When  bleeding  was  not  employed,  they 
were  carried  off  on  the  feventh,  ninth,  or  ele- 
venth day.  Vomiting  alone  proved  ferviceable. 
A cold  winter  had  preceded,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  a warm  fpring.  The  author  quoted  is  of  opi- 
nion that  they  were  ot  an  eryfipelatous  nature^. 

* De  pleuro-pcripncumonia,  &c.  Iluxliam  on  Fevers , &e.  p.  30  r. 
Deplaigne,  Rec.  de  obferv.  de  med.  &c.  J’uill.  t 757.  vol.  vii.  p.  1 68. 
f Hippocr.  ii . A cut  or.  J Id.  iii.  De  morb.  ||  Id.i.  Acutor. 

$ Concerning  bilious  pburify  and  peripneumony , fee  Tiffot’s  Letter  to 
Zimmerman  j Morgagni,  1 e fed.  et  caujj.  morb.;  Manetti,  Conjullo 
con  annotaz.  e giun.;  Ang.  Galli,  Adverf  med.;  Dall’Anni,  Sag.  di 
med. prat.;  Targicni,  Ga^t.falut.  n.  12. 13. 14.  &c.  an.  1783  j be- 
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fides  Bagiivl,  Laneifi,  Sydenbam,  Guidetti,  and  many  other 
authors.  *][  Concerning  the  Jecondary  exanthematic  phu- 

rjfies,  the  author  treats  in  the  proper  place.  See  Concerning  the 
Morbillous  and  Variolous,  Vol.  III.  par.  249.  254.  27 6.  and  like- 
wife  Concerning  the  Miliary  Species  in  the  fame  volume,  par.  403. 
405.  408.  All  which  remarks  may  be  transferred  to  this  pla^e,  as 
applying  to  the  primary  complaint.  Germ.  Editor.  **  See 

Vol.  I.  Of  Fevers,  par.  346.  356.  and  elfewhere,  where  he  treats  of 
Intermittents  in  the  fame  volume.  f f Ee  pkurit . biliof.  differt.  iL 

Id.  ib.  See  alfo  Beplaigne,  1.  c.  by  whom  both  the  fymptoms 
and  treatment  of  the  difeafe  are  deferibed. 

1 1 3.  Some  of  them  alfo  may  be  named  benign , 
others  malignant , according  as  they  are  attended 
with  fymptoms  of  malignity  or  not.  To  the  ma- 
lignant fpecies  belongs  a kind  of  peripneumony, 
which,  on  account  of  its  rapid  tendency  to  gan- 
grene, is  named  gangrenous  It  is  generally 
epidemic,  fometimes  attacking  only  one  fet  of 

people,  or  prevailing  in  one  place,  or  family,  or 

♦ 

monaftery,  and  very  frequently  proving  fatal.  It 
appears  to  arife  from  a poifonous  or  putrid  iniaf- 
ma,  or  from  a cauftic  and  acrid  principle  inhaled 
into  the  lungs,  and  adhering  to  them, or  firft  infufed 
into  the  blood,  and  afterwards  thrown  into  mo- 
tion by  the  fever,  and  carried  to  the  lungs,  depri- 
ving them  very  quickly  of  their  fenfibility  and  ir- 
ritability. Frequently  fo  hoftile  and  putrid  a prin- 
ciple is  given  out  by  corrupted  bile,  or  from  the 
primes  vies.  But  it  is  generally  then  a fymptom  of 
\ht  gajlric^  or  bilious , fever.  The  patients,  when  fei- 
zed  with  it,  complain  of  an  immenfe  weight  at  the 
chef!  ; breathe  with  the  greateft  difficulty  ; cough  9 
generally  fpit  out  nothing,  or  only  bilious,  pure? 
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very  thin,  frothy  unconco&ed  matter,  fometimea 
alfo  blackifh  fames.  Some  of  them  have  fcarcely 
, any  cough,  but  figh  in  order  in  fome  meafure  to  re  - 
lieve the  anxiety  and  weight  with  which  the  breaff 
is  ppr  effed,  having  a great  degree  of  defpondeocy 
marked  in  their  face  and  eyes.  The  lungs  then, 
on  account  of  the  fenfibility  and  irritability  being 
now  deftroyed,  feem  to  become  almoft  lifelefs. 
The  pulfe  is  at  firft  ftrong,  but  in  a fhort  time 
becomes  weak,  languid,  rare,  and  irregular. 
Sometimes  a malignant  exanthematous  eruption* 
and  violet-coloured  petechim,  fupervene.  And 
the  fymptom,  which  is  common  to  all  malignant 
difeafes,  namely,  the  lofs  of  ftrength,  is  prefeat 
in  this  alfo. 

* See  Galen,  Barthollet,  Triiler,  Huxham  on  fivers , pleuFi/ter9 
and  peripnenmony , and  his  Obferv.  de  acre,  vol.  iv.  jan.  Feb . Mar.  1 74^, 
See  alfo  Sag.  di  med prat,  di  P.  P.  * Dali’  Aimi,  P.  iii.  p.  235.  to 
241. 

1 14.  The  blood,  when  firft  drawn,  appears  of 
a fcarlet  colour,  and  tenacious  of  its  ferum,  but 
foft,  delicate,  and  not  coherent.  When  drawn, 
a fecond  time,  it  exhibits  a livid  craffamentupa, 
very  lax,  furrounded  with  a great  quantity  of 
yellow,  turbid,  or  greenifh,  or  reddiili  ferum  ; 
but  when  drawn  at  that  time  the  craiTamentum  is 
almoft  black,  famous,  and  diflolved.  If  dil'co- 
vered  with  any  inflammatory  coat,  it  is  yellow 
and  mucous,  and  very  flowly  coagulates.  This 
is  generally  the  cafe.  But  I have  obferved  more 
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than  once,  in  fome  filch  malignant  and  gangre- 
nous peripneumonies,  the  blood  covered  with  a 
very  thick  buffy  coat,  perhaps  becaufe  the  poifon- 
ous  miafma  had  not  yet  corrupted  the  texture  of 
the  blood.  Nor  does  it  uniformly  happen  that 
the  ftrength  at  the  beginning  is  reduced,  as  in 
other  malignant  difeafes  ; for  frequently  before 
the  difeafe,  and  at  its  commencement,  it  is  fuf- 
ficiently  good,  although  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
complaint,  when  gangrene  takes  place,  it  then 
finks,  as  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 

1 1 5.  We  are  informed  by  Hippocrates  *,  and 
fmce  his  time  by  Ballonius,  Baglivi,  and  not  a 
few  others  f , that  the  lungs  are  lometimes  at- 
tacked with  eryfipelas.  Lieutaud  denies  the  pofli- 
bility  of  this,  becaufe  erylipelas  appears  to  be 
a difeafe  of  the  (kin  only,  not  of  the  internal 
parts.  But  his  authority  ought  not  to  weigh  fo 
much  with  us  as  to  make  us  with-hold  our  belief 
from  other  celebrated  writers  For  I myfelf 
know  that  there  are  eryfpelatous  pleurifies  and 
peripneumonies,  generally  dryy  which,  as  Bal- 
lonius lays  ||,  are  occasioned  by  an  acrid,  fubtile, 
malignant  ferum,  incapable  of  concoction,  or  of 
being  difcharged,  and  exciting  rather  a wavering 
phlogofis  than  fixed  inflammation,  by  which  the 
lungs  are  luddenly  overpowered,  as  it  were. 
The  prefence  of  the  difeafe  is  denoted  by  flufh- 
ing  of  the  face  ; a dry  cough  ; great  drynefs  of 
the  tongue  ; burning  heat  of  th*  internal  vifcera  ; 
conftaat  anxiety  and  reftlelfneis  3 fudden  lots  of 
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ftrength  ; and  flight  pain.  But  Hippocrates  § 
adds,  acute  pungent  pains,  which  (hoot  iometimes 
to  the  ipine  of  the  back,  fometimes  to  the  fter- 
num,  but  wavering  and  tranfitory,  fuch  as  I my- 
felf  have  frequently  obferved.  Befides,  Goiter 
in  addition  to  thefe,  mentions  a quick,  though 
not  very  hard  pulfe,  fiery-coloured  urine,  the 
complaint’s  being  eafily  tranflated,  and  the  ab- 
le nee  of  the  inflammatory  coat  in  the  blood  when 
drawn.  DiffeCtion  difeovers  the  lungs  to  be  very 
red,  or  black  and  gangrenous  ; but  folt  and  flac- 
cid, not  hard,  and  overloaded,  as  in  real  pleu- 
rify  and  peripneumony.  Nor  is  it  uncommon 
for  the  fever  to  be  very  ardent,  the  pulfe  violent 
and  very  quick,  and  the  breath  very  warm  ; and 
for  thefe  fymptoms  to  remit  nothing  of  their  vio- 
lence, even  after  feveral  times  drawing  blood, 
which  is  generally  very  red  and  frothy.  Thofe 
who  are  attacked  with  this  difeafe  are  carried  off 
in  a very  fhort  time,  nay,  expire  quite  fuddenly, 
as  we  are  informed  by  Baglivi  **  ; which  indeed 
is  confirmed  by  my  own  experience.  Can  this 
be  a variety  of  the  gangrenous  peripneumony  (93.)  ? 
Several  authors,  among  whom  is  Sauvages  '('f , 
confound  the  prefent  complaint  with  the  bilious 
pleurifies,  which  are  frequently  ga/Iric  and  fytnp* 
to?natic . Guidetti  is  like  wife  of  opinion  that 

they  were  bilious  eryfipelatous  affections. 

* De  intern,  nffed.  n.8.  f Schenck  makes  mention  of  the  eryfi- 
pelatous peripneumony.  J Morgagni  (De  fed.  et  caujf.  moth. 
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epift.  xx.  n.  12.)  does  not  deny  that  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
fometimes  confifts  in  a fleeting  rednefs , that  is,  when  it  is  of  the  na- 
ture of  genuine  eryflpelas.  De  Haen  alfo  (P.  ix.  c.  iv.  p.  125.)  fup- 
ports  the  fame  opinion^  as  he  obferved  the  lower  lobes  of  the  brain 
inflamed,  but  not  indurated,  as  in  other  peripneumonies,  or  pleurifies. 
ii  ddpid.  i.  p.  83.  & iii.  p.  20.  | L.  c.  Prax.msd . 

**  Append,  de  pleurit,  ff  Nofol.  vol.  i.  p.  4 66.  Dijfert,  ii. 

THE  PROGNOSIS , 

n 

1 16.  Peripneumony  is  always  attended  with 
more  danger  than  pain,  and  almoft  certainly 
proves  fatal,  when,  to  the  greateft  difficulty  of 
breathing,  delirium  alfo  is  added,  or  when  it 
arifes  from  angina,  or  fupervenes  on  fome  acute 
difeafe  ; for  it  either  proves  fatal  within  feven 
days,  or  terminates  in  abfcefs  and  confumption. 
Sometimes  in  a fevere  cafe,  if  blood  be  difchar- 
ged  copioufly  from  the  nofe,  and  copious,  bi- 
lious, and  frothy  ftools  take  place,  there  is  fome 
reafon  to  hope  for  a recovery  ; otherwife,  upon 
the  fourth  day,  or  upon  the  feventh  at  fartheft,  it 
terminates  in  death.  It  is  a bad  fymptom  when 
phrenitis  *,  or  convulsions  f,  or  a diarrhoea 
which  check  the  expectoration,  fupervene  ; or 
when  the  patient  wifhes  to  recline  |J,  or  the  urine 
is  quickly  paffed  after  drinking  §,  or  when  that 
which  at  firft  was  conceded  after  the  fourth 
day  comes  off  thin  U.  Frequently,  when  the 
inflammation  is  flight,  and  does  not  fpread 
widely,  it  is  refolved  merely  by  a copious,  eafy 
expectoration,  ffightly  ftreaked  with  filaments  of 
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blood  ; fometimes  by  urine  depofiting  a copious 
fediment ; not  unfrequently  merely  by  perfpira- 
tion  ; lefs  frequently  by  a mucous  diarrhoea  mixed 
with  ftreaks  of  blood  ; or  by  a bilious  one.  It 
molt  frequently,  however,  happens  that,  when 
the  inflammatory  congeftion  is  refolved,  fome 
part  makes  a paflfage  for  itfelf  into  the  bronchia, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  expelled  by  expectoration, 
while  another  part,  palling  into  the  veins,  and 
circulating  through  them,  applies  itfelf  to  the  va- 
rious excretories,  that  it  may  be  excreted.  The 
kidneys  receive  it,  and  excrete  it  in  thick,  turbid, 
and  copious  urine,  which  depofits  a red  and  la- 
teritious  fediment.  The  refolution  of  this  inflam- 
mation  is  generally  preceded  by  deep-coloured 
turbid  urine,  which,  upon  cooling,  depofits  a 
white  mucous  matter  adhering  to  the  fides 
of  the  glafs,  and  exhibits  a cuticle  upon  the 
furface  of  the  fame  nature,  forming  a circle,  as  it 
were,  which  adheres  to  the  veflel.  Nor  is  it  a 
rare  occurrence  for  peripneumony  and  pleurify, 
on  the  fourth  or  feventh  day,  or  fomewhat  later, 
to  be  critically  refolved  by  miliary  puftules  break- 
ing out  **  ; which  I myfelf  have  more  than  once 
obferved. 

* Aph.  12.  fe£L  7.  f L.c.  J Aph.  16.  fe£h  6.  ||  Coac . 

Pranot . n.  497.  § lb.  n.  579.  lb.  11^415.  580.  **  Seo 

Sagg.  di  med.  prat,  di  Pietro  Paol.  Ball’  Armi,  P.  ii.  Giunta  all  of- 
fervaz.  xxxi.  Le  Roy  obferved  a pleurify, ^ attended  with  a fpitting 
of  blood,  difficulty  of  lying  upon  the  found  fide,  and  frequent  and 
copious,  though  not  fetid  fweats,  critically  refolved  upon  the  fifth 

V ol.  V,  K 
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day,  by  a copious  eruption  of  red,  itcby,  miliary  puftule-s  ( Mdan 
(k  phyf.  et  de  med.  prem.  &c.  p.  209.)* 

1 1 7.  The  beft  kind  of  expectoration  is  that 
which  is  white,  fmooth,  and  inodorous  ; which 
becomes  ripe  upon  the  fourth  day  and  affumes  a 
white  or  citron  colour,  being  difcharged  readily 
and  copioufly.  If  it  appear  upon  the  third  day, 
it  indicates  a difeafe  of  Ihort  continuance ; if  la- 
ter, one  of  long  continuance.  Nor  ought  we  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  by  the 
matter  expectorated  being  of  a dark-brown  colour, 
and  tinged  with  blood,  providing  it  be  difcharged 
eafily,  relieving  the  refpiration,  and  being  accom- 
panied with  a milder  degree  of  fever.  That 
which  does  not  become  concoCted  upon  the  fe- 
venth  day  is  almoft  a fatal  fymptom,  or  at  any 
rate  renders  the  iffue  doubtful.  When  it  is  liquid, 
and  like  faliva,  it  denotes  duration  of  the  difeafe  ; 
that  which  is  frothy,  vifcid,  or  watery,  is  unfa- 
vourable, on  account  of  being  ufelefs  ; it  is  ftill 
worfe  if  it  be  purely  bloody.  Liquid,  green,  black, 
or  putrid  matter,  generally  denotes  the  approach 
of  gangrene,  and  death  f. 

* Conco6ted  expe£loration  is  like  pus,  not  clear  nor  vifcid,  nor 

# 

too  yellow  nor  too  bloody,  nor  green  nor  livid,  as  Hippocrates  ob« 
ferves.  f De  vie,  acut.  $ iv.  See  Coac.  Prcenot,  n.  13.  to  17. 

1 » 

1 18.  A bilious  tongue,  if  it  appear  fo  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe,  portends  that  the  com- 
plaint will  terminate  in  feven  days  ; but  if  it  take 
place  upon  the  4third  or  fourth  day,  it  denotes 
that  it  will  hold  on  for  nine  days.  Thcfe  patients 
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in  whom  the  pains  at  the  beginning  are  flight, 
and  are  increafed  upon  the  fifth  or  fixth  day, 
generally  live  to  the  twelfth,  and  feldom  furvive ; 
they  run  the  chief  rifle  upon  the  feventh  and 
twelfth  day.  But  if  they  furvive  the  fourteenth, 
they  recover.  Thofe  patients  likewife  recover  in 
whom  a pain  and  abfeefs  arifes  in  the  internal: 
part  of  the  ear,  giving  rife  to  a difeharge  of  pus, 
as  Baglivi  obferves.  It  is  likewife  generally  a 
good  fymptom,  if,  on  blood  being  difeharged,  the 
vifeera  be  relieved,  although  it  fhould  return 

again.  For  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  it  will 

? . / 

yield  to  repeated  bleeding. 

1 1 9.  The  dry  pleurifies  generally  threaten  cer- 
tain death,  unlefs  a flow  of  urine  fupervenes. 
Thofe  fpecies,  alfo,  which  proceed  upwards  or 
backwards  are  alarming,  unlefs  they  be  fpurious, 
and  feated  in  the  external  mufeies  (109.  no.)* 
The  pleurifies  which  are  not  concoCted  in  four- 
teen days  * frequently  undergo  fuppuration,  if 
they  do  not  fuffocate  the  patient.  But  the  fol- 
lowers of  Hippocrates  f extend  this  time  to  twen- 
ty-two days,  during  which,  if  they  be  not  con- 
cocted, fuppuration  is  threatened.  In  advanced 
life,  and  during  pregnancy,  they  are  generally 
fatal,  or  occafion  abortion  ; nor  do  they  caufe 
lefs  danger  when  they  return,  or  when  the  pa- 
tients have  laboured  feveral  times  under  the  fame 
difeafe  ; although  patients  fometimes  recover  from 
thefe  alfo. 

* Bippccr,  fe&.  v.  ph.  8.  f Lib.  i.  D;  morL  n.  24* 
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120.  Nor  is  it  fafe  when  the  pain  difappears 
before  the  fever.  For,  upon  its  ceafing,  if  the 
fever  ftill  continue,  and  do  not  depend  upon 
any  other  caufe,  or,  which  is  worfe,  be  oc- 
cafionally  aggravated,  and  other  parts  begin  to 
be  affeded  with  new  and  fevere  fymptoms,  one  of 
two  things  muft  happen,  either  fuppuratiori , where 
the  pain  is  fituated,  or  a dangerous  tranflation 
to  thefe  parts.  But  if  the  pulfe  become  fmall,  fre- 
quent,and  intermitting,  attended  with  a cold  fweat, 
and  if,  twelve  hours  afterwards,  delirium  follow, 
it  is  evident  that  the  inflammation  has  terminated 
in  gangrene.  Laftly,  if  the  fever,  which  ftill 
continues,  has  paroxyfms,  accompanied  with 
ihivering,  or  if  it  generally  return  in  the  evening, 
and  the  pain,  particularly  during  the  acceflions, 
fhould  occasionally  fubfide,  fuppuraticn  may  be 
certainly  fufpeded,  the  prefence  of  which  may 
be  pronounced  with  ftill  greater  certainty,  if  to 
thefe  fymptoms  be  added  a fenfe  of  fuffocation, 
and  if  the  fever  be  of  long  ftanding,  while  a 
fweetifh  tafte  is  perceived  in  the  matter  expecto- 
rated. 

1 2 1.  Hippocrates  has  pronounced  the  ctonver- 
fion  of  plcurify  into  peripneumony,  as  being  bad, 
and  with  good  reafon  (aph.  II.  fed.  2.) ; for  it 
indicates  that. the  inflammation  is  more  extenfively 
diffufed  over  the  lungs.  When  this  takes  place, 
the  cellular  texture,  by  which  the  veficles  ot  the 
lungs  are  conneded,  and  the  minute  veflels  oi 
them  are  fo  filled  with  a tenacious  and  polypous 
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inflammatory  gluten,  that  the  fpaces  and  veficles 
for  containing  the  air  being  comprefled  can  no 
longer  admit  the  air  in  infpiration ; whence  it 
happens,  that,  not  only  becaufe  the  lungs  cannot 
be  expanded,  the  blood  cannot  be  tranfmitted 
through  the  minute  arteries,  and  therefore  increa- 
fes  the  infarction  of  the  lungs,  but  alfo,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  nerves  every  where  being  diftraCt- 
ed,  lacerated,  or  comprefled,  as  it  were,  all  fenfe 
of  pain  is  obliterated,  and  fucceeded  by  a fatal 
anxiety.  And,  in  faCt,  the  lungs,  from  being 
flaccid  and  foft,  become  hard  and  compact,  com- 
pletely refembling  the  fubftance  of  the  liver  ; as 
diffeCtion  proves.  Likewife,  if  a difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  noftrils  take  place  fparingly,  it  is 
bad  ; if  too  copioufly,  it  exhaufts  the  ftrength. 
Laflly,  it  is  the  worft  poffible  fymptom,  if  a great 
collection  of  matter  occafion  a found  in  the  lungs, 
if  the  patient’s  face  aflume  a forrowful  appearance, 
and  the  eyes  become  fuffufed  with  a yellow  co** 
lour. 

122.  But  although  the  pulfe,  which,  as  I have 
already  remarked,  may  vary,  be  ftrong  and  re- 
gular, we  muft  not  raffily  truft  to  it ; for  it  may 
give  falfe  hopes  to  the  laft  moment,  and  after 
all  fuddenly  fall.  Sometimes,  however,  from 
being  hard,  irregular,  and  fmall,  it  becomes  foft, 
regular,  and  great,  like  that  which  is  named  criti- 
cal. In  the  mean  time,  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
ncreafmg  more  and  more,  the  patient,  even  while 

; 
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fpeaking,  or  endeavouring  to  fhift  his  poftur£, 
fuddenly  breathes  his  laft.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, to  attend  to  the  refpiration  more  than  to  the 
other  fymptoms.  The  eafier  it  is,  the  more  fa- 

* 

vourable  event  does  it  portend  ; and  vice  verfa . 

123.  It  is  likewife  confidered  as  a fatal  fymp- 
tom  by  Baglivi,  Lane  ill,  and  Boerhaave,  if  the 
blood  which  is  drawn  be  florid,  and  without  the 
•wiiite  or  pleuritic  coat ; for  they  think  that  the 
thick,  tenacious,  concrefcible  matter,  which  ought 
4o  have  been  thrown  off,  remains  in  the  lungs, 
and  aggravates  the  complaint*  But,  fo  far  as  I 
can  judge,  the  abfence  of  this  coat  does  not  al- 
ways portend  a worfe  event,  as  it  frequently  at 
length  appears  011  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth 
bleeding,  and  becaufe  there  are  many  things,  as 
Sydenham  and  De  Haen  chiefly  have  fhewn, 
which  may  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  inflam- 
matory gluten.  Nor,  when  danger  is  threaten- 
ed, in  confequence  of  its  abfence,  ought  it  per- 
haps to  be  aferibed  to  its  being  retained  ; for, 
from  a thin  acrid  fluid,  which  is  therefore  difpo- 
fed  to  difiblution,  an  inflammation,  like  an  eryfi- 
pelas,  aflfe&s  the  lungs,  and  quickly  induces  mor- 
tification. 

124.  Likewife,  many  of  thefe  prognoses 
may  be  applied  to  the  different  and  manifold 
complications  of  fiich  complaints,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  if  Ample  peripneumonies 
and  pleurifies  be  attended  with  great  danger, 
the  greater  will  that  be  attending  the  pleuro- 
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peripneumony,  in  whatever  acceptation  the 
word  be  taken  (103.  112.),  or  thofe  inflam- 
mations which  attack  both  fides  of  the 
lungs.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  the  in- 
flammations of  the  mediaftlnum  and  pericardium 
(103.).  For  both  of  them  are  liable  to  the  fame 
changes,  but  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the 
expectoration.  The  latter,  alfo,  on  account  of 
its  vicinity  to,  and  complication  with,  the  hearty 
is  much  more  dangerous, 

?HE  CURE. 

125.  With  regard  to  the  cure,  each  of  the 
fpecies  require  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  perip- 
neumony  (98.),  and  pleurify  (100.  et  feq.).  And, 
as  it  depends  upon  the  fame  indications  which  be- 
long to  every  inflammation  at  the  very  begin- 
ning copious  bleeding  muft  be  ordered,  and,  after 
a fhort  interval  of  a few  hours,  it  is  to  be  repeat- 
ed, until  the  hardnefs  and  impetus  of  the  pulfe, 
and  violence  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoins  a- 
bate,  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  refolution  and  con- 
coCtion  (105.).  It  is  a proof  that  the  inflammation 
has  abated,' when  the  pain  is  greatly  diminiihed  ; 
when  the  refpiration  becomes  freer ; the  cough 
milder ; when  the  pulfe  returns  to  its  former 
foftnefs ; when  it  becomes  more  uniform  and 
flower ; while  the  fever  abates,  the  expectora- 
tion is  difeharged  more  eafily,  and  turbid  urine  is 
voided,  or  the  whole  fkin  is  bedewed  with 

K4 
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fweat.  Blood  muft  therefore  be  drawn  quickly 
and  liberally,  efpecially  in  pleurify,  which  is 
fuppofed  to  require  and  bear  more  copious  bleed- 
ing than  peripneumony,  providing  the  patient’s 
ftrength,  age,  temperament,  and  habit,  as  well 
as  the  ieafon  and  weather,  do  not  contra-indicate 
it.  Experienced  pradfitioners  do  not  hefitate  to 
draw  blood,  at  the  firft  bleeding  to  the  extent  of 
twelve,  fifteen,  or  even  twenty  ounces  ; nay,  fome, 
after  a fhort  interval,  permit  the  fame  quantity  to 
flow  from  the  fame  opening  f , and  affirm,  that 
in  this  manner  the  difeafe  is  cut  fhort  at  the  be- 
ginning, However,  the  ftrength  of  the  patient 
muft  be  principally  kept  in  view,  as  being  necef- 
fary  for  the  conco&ion  and  excretion  of  the  mat- 
ter, which  ought  to  take  place  generally  at  the 
height  of  the  difeafe,  and  after  its  turn,  by  the 
expectoration.  It  is  better  to  let  blood  near  the 
part  affedied,  or  from  the  fide  which  correfponds 
to  the  pain,  as  more  certain  and  ready  revulfion 

i 

is  the  confequence,  according  t,o  the  obfefvation 
of  almoft  all  phyficians  J ; and  it  may  be  repeat- 
ed as  long  as  the  feverity  of  the  pain,  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  hardnefs  of  the  pulfe,  feem  to 

require. 

* See  Commentary  on  Inflammation , Vol.  I.  f Sims,  Epbl.  Us, 

£ Although  blood  drawn  from  the  affe&ed  fide  commonly 
proves  more  ferviceabie,  this  does  not  happen  fo  uniformly  as  fome 
fuppofe.  For  Rozier  remarks,  that  Gefner,  in  a fpecies  of  epide- 
mic and  malignant  pleurify,  found  bleeding  from  the  arm  ufelefs, 
while  from  the  foot  it  proved  of  the  higheft  fervice. 
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126.  But  if  the  congeftion  of  the  lungs  appear 
to  be  fo  great,  that  not  only  the  infpiration  is 
much  affected,  but  alfo  the  return  of  the  blood 
from  the  head  retarded,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  jugular  veins  become  turgid,  the  face  livid 
and  red,  and  an  inexpreffible  anxiety,  accompa- 
nied with  an  obfcure  pulle  and  delirium,  comes 
on,  there  is  not  a more  efficacious  remedy  than 
opening  one  of  the  jugular  veins  This  very 
quickly  relieves  the  head,  and  produces  revul- 
fion  * from  the  lungs,  by  emptying  the  vena  azy- 
gos, and  confequently  the  bronchial  vein. 

* Moft  authors  contend,  that  no  revulficn  can  take  place 
in  difeafes  of  the  cheft  } but  they  are  deceived,  for  the  bron- 
chial artery  arifes  either  from  the  aorta  under  its  arch,  or  from 
the  firft  of  the  inferior  intercoftals,  or  from  the  fuperior 
intercoftals.  The  "blood  which  flows  back  by  the  bronchial 
vein  and  intercoftal  veins,  is  carried  to  the  vena  azygos.  But 
when  the  axillary  and  bronchial  veins,  in  confequence  of  opening 
the  vena  baftlica,  are  emptied,  the  blood  is  derived  in  greater 
abundance  into  the  correlponding  arteries.  Hence  lefs  flows 
into  the  intercoftal  arteries,  and  confequently  into  the  bronchial 
one.  Thus  the  revulfion  from  the  lungs,  which  is  denied  by  fome, 
takes  place.  But  likewife  the  vena  cava,  becoming  fomewhat  lefs 
full,  gives  room  to  the  vena  azygos,  into  which  it  may  fooner 
empty  itfelf,  and  caufes  it  to  receive  from  the  arteries  wrhich  end  in 
it  a greater  quantity  of  blood.  In  this  manner  both  the  lungs 
and  thorax,  when  inflamed,  may  be  relieved  by  opening  a vein  in 
the  arm  or  neck.  Laftly,  the  bronchial  artery  communicates  every 
where  with  the  fmall  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  A revul- 
fion mult  therefore  neceffarily  take  place  from  them  alfo.  Placen- 
tini,  in  his  book  concerning  the  employment  of  venefe&ion,  takes 
notice  of  this  (p.  88.  89.). 

127,  But  if  this  remedy  afford  no  relief,  or  if 
the  fatnefs  of  the  neck  prevenf  its  being  em- 
ployed, feme,  with  Arasteus  and  Huxham,  ad- 
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vif e letting  blood  from  both  arms  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  refpiring  of  cold  air,  that  the  hu- 
mours may  be  the  more  readily  thrown  off  from 
the  lungs  *.  Nor  is  it  without  advantage  to  in- 
hale by  the  mouth  the  vapour  of  vinegar  and  hot 
water  ; to  relax  the  abdomen  with  fomentations  ; 
to  dip  the  feet  and  hands  in  warm  water ; and 
In  fome  meafure  to  irritate  the  limbs  by  means  of 
ligatures  and  fri&ions. 

* Rozier  remarks,  that  arteriotomy  is  propofed  here  by  Tome, 
and  that  it  may  be  of  fervice.  But  at  the  fame  time  he  warns  the 
practitioner,  that  this  can  fcarcely  be  done  without  danger,  except- 
ing in  the  temporal  artery.  For  he  does  not  think  that  Aven- 
aioar  is  to  be  imitated,  who,  when  labouring  under  inflammation  of 
the  cheft,  opened  his  radial  artery  with  fuccefs. 

127.  It  fometimes  happens,  on  account  of  the 
rapid  lofs  of  ftrength  which  follows  bleeding, 
particularly  in  malignant  difeafes,  that  a vein  can- 
not be  opened  as  long  as  neceflary,  or  that  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient  does  not  bear  it.  In 
that  cafe,  after  one  or  two  flight  bleedings,  or 
even  immediately  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe, 
it  is  attended  with  advantage  to  apply  dry  and 
Moody  cupping-glafles  to  the  back  and  breaft,  or 
to  clap  leeches  on  the  hoemorrhoidal  veins,  efpe- 
eiatly  in  perfoiis  accuflomed  to  a difcharge  from 
them  ; and  to  exhauft  as  much  blood  as  the 
ftrength  can  bear,  and  the  violence  of  the  difeafe 
requires.  The  blood  muft  like  wife  be  drawn 
with  the  greateft  caution  in  the  peripneumony 
which  arifes  from  a metaftafis,  if  the  ftrength  be 
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fexhaufted,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  pulfe,  and 
goodnefs  of  the  whole  habit,  do  not  authoriie 
it.  Some  advife  not  opening  a vein  beyond  the 
fourth  day,  being  afraid  of  checking  the  concoc- 
tion, and  the  excretion  of  the  expectoration,  by 
which  the  difeafe  is  refolved.  But  although  the 
difeafe  frequently  arrives  at  conception  within  the 
fourth  day,  this  is  not  an  invariable  occurrence. 
Not  unfrequently  the  violence  of  the  difeale  ex- 
ceeds thofe  limits,  and  its  crudity  is  prolonged 
beyond  that  period.  When  this  happens,  provi- 
ded violent  fymptoms  of  crude  inflammation, 
especially  pain,  difficult  refplration,  great  fever, 
and  a violent  and  hard  pulfe,  continue,  blood  may 
be  drawn  at  any  time,  as  the  m 't  experienced 
practitioners  are  accuftorned  to  do.  Nay,  it  even 
ought  not  to  be  omitted  when  the  inflammation, 
after  being  allayed,  returns  again,  whatever  the 
day  be,  whether  it  be  the  feventh,  fourteenth, 
twentieth,  or  later. 

128.  As  bleeding,  therefore,  in  inflammation,  is 
confidered  as  being  by  far  the  bed  remedy,  fo 
that  our  principal  reliance  is  placed  in  it,  and 
without  it  fcarcely  any  advantage  is  derived  from, 
the  other  remedies  employed  ; it  follows  that, 
when  peripneumony  is  threatened,  it  ought  to 
be  employed  to  prevent  it.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, the  clifeafe  is  fo  flight,  and  the  fever  fo  in- 
confiderable ; the  refplration  fo  little  affeded, 
while  the  expectoration,  from  the  beginning,  be- 
ing yellow  and  tinged  with  blood,  is  freely  dif- 
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charged  ; or  the  urine  depofits  a copious  white 
fediment ; or  a copious  bilious  diarrhoea  occurs  5 
and  the  {kin  is  all  over  bedewed  with  a fweat,  in 
eonfequence  of  which  the  heavinefs  or  pain  of 
the  cheft  fo  remits,  that  it  appears  that  the  in- 
flammation is  refolved ; in  which  cafe  mod 
advife  the  bleeding  to  be  omitted,  that  the 
operations  of  nature  may  not  be  improperly 
difturbed.  And  this  ought  to  be  the  more  at- 
tended to,  the  lefs  the  relaxed  condition  of  the 
folids  and  fluids,  and  favourable  temperament  of 
the  body,  feem  to  oppofe  the  refolution. 

129,  It  is  likewife  improper  in  that  cafe  (128.) 
to  attempt  any  other  evacuation.  We  muft  then 
only  take  care  that  the  falutary  motions  and  ef- 
forts of  nature  be  performed,  which  is  effected  by 
temperate  air  and  the  frequent  renewal  of  it ; by 
inhaling  the  fleam  of  warm  water  ; by  diluent,  fa- 
ponaceous,  cooling  drink,  taken  warm  \ by  gentle 
clyfters,  and  emollient  fomentations  applied  to 
the  belly  ; by  tranquillity  and  reft ; by  weak; 
diet ; and  by  all  thofe  things  which  open  the 
pores,  corrcd  and  refolve  the  humours,  and 
promote  the  excretion  of  the  matter  which  is 
corrupted,  or  adhering  to  the  lungs,  by  expec-* 
toration,  by  the  kidneys  and  pores. 

130.  For  alleviating  the  pleuritic  pain,  the 
proper  remedies  are  external  applications  of  things 
which  prove  emollient  and  difcufling,  or  repai- 
ring ; namely,  fponges  dipt  in  a decodlion  cf 
mallows,  chamomile*  mdlilot,  and  elder-flovrers, 
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with  the  addition  of  a little  vinegar ; a bladder 
half-filled  with  oil  or  milk  ; cataplafms  of  marfli- 
mallow-roots,  of  mallow-flowers,  lint*  feed,  and 
fenugreek,  prepared  according  to  art ; liniments 
of  the  ointment  of  poplar-trees,  or  of  the  oil  oi 
violets,  water-lilly,  hyofcyamus,  and  the  like ; 
and  if  it  be  neceflary  to  employ  more  difcuffing 
than  relaxing  means,  it  is  neceflary  to  add  to 
thefe  camphor  and  faffron.  Van  Swieten  recom- 
mended the  application  of  flannel,  wet  with  an 
emollient  decoftion,  to  which  fcap  has  been 
added,  or  with  milk  and  water,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  part,  and  frequently  renewed,  that 
they  might  not  prove  hurtful  by  cooling.  vV  ith 
the  fame  view,  he  applied  to  the  part  hot 
bricks.  The  foap  is  ufed  in  the  proportion  of 
half  an  ounce  to  the  pound  of  the  dccoc&iom. 
But  if  the  pain  do  not  yield  to  thefe  remedies,  nor 
abate,  after  fcarifying  the  part  deeply,  a cupping- 
glafs  ought  to  be  applied,  and  as  much  blood 
as  poflible  drawn.  For  in  this  manner  the  in- 
flamed part,  whether  it  be  internal  or  externa!* 
is  very  quickly  relieved,  and  without  lofs  of 
ftrength.  It  is  likewife  attended  with  the  great- 
eft  advantage,  as  has  for  fome  time  been  well 
known,  to  apply  a blifter  of  cantharides,  which 
is  both  remarkable  for  its  difeufling  and  refolving 
property,  and  draws  the  humours  to  the  furface* 
in  confequence  of  inducing  an  ulcer.  But  it  h 
very  probable  that  thefe  are  employed  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  in  that  fpecies  of  pieurify  which  is 
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feated  in  the  containing  parts  of  the  bread  ( 1 05. 
no.),  and  efpecially  in  that  which  is  occafioned 
by  a rheumatic  pain  (m.),  and  proceeds  from 
cold,  than  in  the  fpecies  affedting  the  lungs 
only  ; although  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they 
poflefs  fome  revellent  property  in  this  fpecies 
alfo,  as  well  as  in  the  pleuro-peripneumonia , becaufe 
probably,  by  drawing  a greater  quantity  of  blood 
to  the  external  thoracic  veflels,  its  appulfe  to  the 
internal  veffels,  and  efpecially  to  the  bronchial 
artery  and  lungs,  becomes  lefs.  But  in  whatever 
manner  this  happens,  it  is  eftabliihed  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  thefe  remedies  fometimes  difpel  the 
pain  with  the  greateft  difpatch,  and  adt  like  a 
charm.  But  if  the  cantharides,  when  applied 
without  having  been  preceded  by  bleeding,  or 
after  blood  being  only  once  drawn,  immediately 
difpel  the  pain,  and  the  morbid  matter  has  not 
paffed  out  of  the  body  by  fweat  or  any  other  cri- 
tical evacuation,  a prudent  phyfician  will  draw 
blood  a fecond  time,  that  the  complaint  may  not 
attack  other  parts  in  confequence  of  its  tranfla- 
tion  *.  ' 

* Rozier,  1.  c. 

13 1.  But  if  the  pain  diftrefs  the  patient  fo 
much  as  to  occafion  conftant  wratching,  or  if 
the  heart  by  confent  become  fo  fpafmodically  af- 
fedted  as  to  give  rife  to  a fmall,  quick,  low 
pulfe,  and  if  the  refpiration  feem  to  be  prevented, 
it  is  neceffary  to  have  immediate  reccurfe  to  pa- 
regorics. Of  thefe3?  crude  opium,  cr  the  lauda* 
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pum  liquidum  of  Sydenham,  or  the  pllulce  ck 
cynoglojja , or  the  dicifcordium  Fracajlorii , or  the 
rupus  dc  meconio , as  having  been  frequently  em- 
ployed by  others  as  well  as  myfelf  with  fuccefs* 
hold  the  chief  rank ; and  will  be  the  more  fer- 
viceable,  if  a troublefome  cough  fhould  require 
being  allayed.  For  fometimes  fo  great  is  the  a- 
crimony  of  the  inflammatory  caufe,  and  the  ir- 
ritability of  the  parts  affected,  that  a conftant  in- 
clination to  a dry  cough  is  experienced,  com- 
pletely depriving  the  patient  of  reft.  In  which 
cafe,  demulcent,  anodyne,  and  oily  remedies  muft 
at  the  fame  time  be  employed.  Therefore,  de- 
coftions  of  marfhmallow-root,  or  barley,  or  fa- 
leb ; mucilages  of  gum-tragacanth,  or  gum-a- 
rabic, or  of  /the  feeds  of  flea-wort,  fsenugreek,  or 
bifmalva ; emulnons  of  fweet  almonds,  and  of 
the  feeds  of  white  poppy  ; lindtufles  of  frefh  lint- 
feed  oil,  or  oil  of  almonds,  and  of  the  fyrup  of 
wild  poppy,  or  marlhmallows,  may  be  employed,. 
But  when  there  is  great  congeftion  of  the  lungs9 
caufmg  ftrong  inclination  to  fleep,  there  is  danger 
of  fuffbcadcn  • or  when  fymptoms  of  cpnco&ioa. 
are  prefent,  and  the  matter  is  eafily  expectorated, 
it  is  proper  to  abftain  from  thofe  remedies  which 
contain  opium,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  muft  be 
employed  with  the  utmoft  caution,  for  the  expec- 
toration may  be  checked,  and  the  patient  fuftoca- 
ted,  by  the  employment  of  opium 

* The  opium  is  deprived  of  its  narcotic  property  by  employing 
the  method  adopted  by  Boucquet,  already  defcrihed in  the  note  up* 
on  par,  232.  of  the  fourth  volume. 
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132.  After  one  or  two  bleedings,  if  a bitter 
tafte  of  the  mouth,  the  tongue  being  covered 
with  vifcid  mucus,  if  naufea,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  crudity,  or  other  putrid  colluvies  in  the 
prima  via  be  prefent,  or  if  the  belly  be  bound, 
it  is  neceflary  to  relax  it  with  fome  gentle  medi- 
cine. The  apprehenfion  which  fome  practition- 
ers entertain  of  checking  the  expectoration  fo  ne- 
cefiary  in  thefe  complaints,  by  means  of  purging, 
is  groundlefs,  providing  the  belly  be  purged  at 
the  beginning,  while  the  difeafe  is  ftill  crude,  by 
gentle  medicines.  Lint-feed  oil,  or  that  of  o- 
lives,  or  fweet  almonds  expr#fied  without  the  aid 
of  fire,  manna,  caffia,  dried  raifins,  Glau- 
ber’s falts,  whey  prepared  with  cream  of  tartar, 
or  tamarinds  boiled  in  it,  and  the  fyrupus  aureus 
fahitivuSy  are  employed  with  the  greatefl  fuccefs, 
efpeeially  when  an  accumulated  bilious  colluvies 
flagnates  in  the  duodenum  and  neighbouring 
parts.  But  the  fafeft  of  all  remedies,  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  through  all  its  ftages, 
are  injections.  Thefe,  without  doing  any  injury, 
keep  the  belly  open,  and,  whin  it  is  bound,  re- 
lax it  with  great  relief  to  the  difeafe. 

133.  Befides  repeated  bleeding,  until  the  force 
of  the  inflammation  has  been  broken,  and  pur- 
ging, by  which  the  prima  via  are  freed  from 
fordes,  and  a flow  of  humours  is  derived  to  the 
inferior  parts ; it  is  likewife  proper  carefully 
to  attend  to  inducing  a certain  degree  of  laxity  in 
the  folids,  to  allay  the  heat  of  the  blood,  to  blunt 
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its  acrimony,  and  to  dilute  lentor,  if  any  be  pre- 
fent,  by  means  of  a ptifan  of  barley,  or  oats, 
drunk  abundantly  and  warm  ; by  infufions  of 
violet-flowers  ; of  wild  poppy  ; of  lefler  daily  5 
of  verbafcum  ; by  decodf  ions  of  the  roots  of  grafs, 
of  liquorice,  mai-ih- mallows,  raifins,  and  jujube- 
tree  ; by  emullions  of  the  cold  feeds  ; to  which 
occaflonally  may  be  added,  thofe  things  which 
poflefs  a gently  attenuant,  incilive,  and  fapona- 
ceous  property,  as  purified  or  antimoniated  nitre, 
honey,  fimple  oxymel,  the  rob  of  elder-berries, 
fyrup  of  vinegar,  and  that  of  the  juice  of  lemon, 
violets,  currants,  barberries,  and  fimilar  fruits, 
by  which  not  only  is  the  adhering  inflammatory 
matter  more  eafily  difcufled,  but  likewife  the 
tendency  of  the  blood  and  ferum  to  concrete,  cor- 
rected. 

* The  quantity  of  blood  which  ought  to  be  taken  muft  vary 
according  to  the  patient’s  age,  temperament,  habit  of  body,  and 
the  feafon.  In  adults,  Sydenham  did  not  exceed  forty  ounces.  But 
in  our  climate,  when  the  pleurify  or  peripneumony  is  exquifite  and 
genuine,  and  proves  obllinate,  while  the  flrength  is  fufficiently 
great,  and  the  patient  of  the  fanguine  temperament,  we  frequently 
proceed  to  the  extent  of  fixty  or  eighty  ounces,  or  even  more.  Nor 
is  childhood  to  be  excluded  from  this  evacuation.  For  in  children, 
the  proper  proportion  being  cbferved?-a  vein  may  in  like  manner 
be  opened,  not  once  only,  but  twice  or  thrice,  which  is  generally 
attended  with  the  greatell  advantage. 

134.  Under  this  head,  likewife,  come  the  dia- 
phoretic antimony,  without  ablution  ; camphor  ; 
fpiritus  Mindereri,  the  root  of  calegula,  and  Vir- 
ginian polygala,  and  that  of  our  own  country 
Vol,  V,  * L 
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and  of  marine  fern  boiled  in  water  ; infufions  of 
the  tops  of  the  carduus  benedi&us  f ; of  the 
genepum  Taurinenfe,  of  the  fcabiofa,  betony, 
&c.  by  which,  alfo,  a gentle  fweat  being  pro- 
moted, it  direds  the  force  of  the  difeafe  from 
the  centre  to  the  circumference  ; which  is  attend- 
ed with  advantage,  chiefly  when  fymptoms  of 
concodion  appear,  at  leaft  in  the  urine.  Nor 
does  it  feem  proper  to  intirely  exclude  here  the 
jelly  of  hartfhorn,  gently  acidulated  with  ci- 
tron, or  leinon-juice,  and  difib! ved  in  a great 
quantity  of  watery  drink,  as  it  is  faid  to  promote 
a diaphorefis.  Crabs  eyes,  boars* tooth,  and 
goats-blood,  which  have  been  fo  much  recom- 
tfnended  by  judicious  praditioners,  are  now  juftly 
ccnfidered  as  being  altogether  futile  remedies  in 
the  cure  of  pleurify.  To  thefe  fome  add  fperma- 
ceti,  of  the  emollient  and  refolvent  property  of 
which  pretty  ftrong  proofs  are  to  be  found. 

* Both  fpecies  of  polygala,  whether  that  of  Virginia,  or  that  of 
cur  own  country,  prove  jncilive  and  expeCiorant.  Its  virtues  have 
been  celebrated  by  Tennent  ( Mem.de  la  Societe  Roy.  ann.  1739.) 
and  hill  more  by  Bouvart  (ibid,  ann.  1744.).  It  is  recommended 
principally  in  the  cure  of  the  dry  pleurify,  and  feems  to  pcflefs 
lomething  of  a fpeciilc  property.  It  firft  cocabcns  vomiting ; after- 
wards it  moves  the  belly,  excites  an  expectoration,  and  Ihortiy  alfo 
proves  diuretic.  It  is  employed  in  the  following  manner : Rec. 
Poly  gal.  Virg.  unc.  1.  Decoq.  in  aquae  ccmmun.  pinta  ad  medietatis 
con'aimptionem.  Colatur.  dentur  duo  vel  tria  cochlearia  fingulis 
1 oris.  D.  Paul,  alfo,  in  his  treatife  on  peripneumony,  warmly  re- 
commends it.  bee  Extract . Tut,  Europ.  T.  iii.  an.  1762. 

f Lange  obferves  : “ In  treating  the  fevered  cafes  of  pleurify, 
after  p remixing  copious  bleeding,  and  repeating  it  according  to  cir- 
cumltanees  ire  the  dee  affeCtcd,  when  the  patient’s  advanced  age, 
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bad  living,  or  a virulent  contagion,  did  not  forbid  its  employment, 
merely  by  uhng  the  extract  of  the  carduus  benedidus , to  the  extent 
of  at  lead  four  fcruplcs  every  day,  I have  a thoufand  times  reftored 
patients  to  health.  The  efficacy  of  this  remedy  was  known  alio 
to  GeofTroy,  who  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  employing  it  at  Paris.” 
M'tjc,  Vcrit.fafcic . 1.  p.  75.  76. 

The  expectoration,  which  frequently* 
ought  to  refolve  the  complaint,  fometimes  on 
account  of  its  too  great  vifcidity  and  coherence, 
can  fcarcely  be  brought  off,  or  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty.  Sometimes,  alfo,  on  account  of  the 
irritability  and  fenfibdity  being  overpowered,  it  is 
wholly  luppreTed.  la  that  cafe,  behdes  a pret- 
ty ftrong  decoftion  oi  polygala  or  dulcamara , of 
which  a few  fpoonfuls  are  to  be  occasionally  gi- 
ven* we  mull  have  recourfe  to  oxymel  of  fquills, 
fyrup  of  tobacco,  the  fyrupus  de  eryfimo  Lobeli , 
fpirit  of  foot,  of  fal  ammoniac,  L rmes  mineral, 
elecampane  root,  or  Florentine  orris-root.  Some 
even  do  not  hefitate  to  recommend  the  tinCture 
of  eantharides  internally  *.  But  it  is  a fafer 
praCtice  to  apply  them  to  the  fkin  fo  as  to  raife 
blifters.  For  in  this  way  they  not  only  call 
forth  the  complaint,  and  excite  the  languid 
power  of  the  folids  ; but,  likewife,  by  introdu- 
cing a cauftic  fait  into  the  fyftem,  they  diifolve 
the  fiuggiffi  fluids,  and  promote  all  the  excre- 
tions f • 

Fantmi,  Breve  Jtoria  di  due  medkbe  oJferva%loni  ec.  Faenza,  1777. 
-f-  Maret  recommends  the  employment  of  bliffi  in  -L-uniy.  Pie 
obferves.  however,  that  they  may  be  employed  in  the  fturious  com* 

L 2 
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plaint,  without  venefe&ion,  which  the  real  pleurify  requires,  being 
premiled,  Mem . de  V/Icad.  de  Dijony  1'.  1.  p.  93. 

136.  Hence,  even  at  the  beginning  of  the 
complaint,  when  bleeding  cannot  be  permitted, 
(13 1.),  or  when  the  expectoration  comes  off 
with  difficulty  (134.),  or  when  the  pain  is  very 
urgent,  they  may  be  applied  to  the  breaft,  arms, 
thighs,  calves,  and  foies  of  the  feet.  For  fuch 
is  their  power,  that  they  have  frequently  been 
obierved  to  fnatch  the  patient  from  the  jaws  of 
death.  But  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  them 
depends  not  a little  on  the  feafon,  climate,  and 
conftitution  of  the  patient.  For  fometimes  fo 
far  from  proving  ferviceable  they  are  even  alleg- 
ed to  do  harm.  It  mull  be  obferved,  however, 
that  at  times  the  expectoration  is  fuppreffed  on 
another  account,  namely,  a return  of  the  feveri- 
ty  of  the  inflammation.  When  this  happens, 
the  fever,  pain,  and  difficulty  of  breathing,  to- 
gether with  the  other  fymptoms,  fuffer  an  ag- 
gravation. In  that  cafe,  when  the  pulfe  is 
ftrong,  hard?  or  great,  and  the  firength  not 
much  exhaufted,  nothing  is  more  efficacious  for 
recalling  the  expectoration,  than  a fecond  bleed- 
ing, and  next  having  recourfe  to  the  remedies 
pointed  out  in  par.  30.  et  feqq. 

137.  Hitherto  I have  been  treating  of  the 
cure  of  true  peripneumony  and  pleurify.  But  it  is 
b)  no  means  always  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to 
all  the  remedies  mentioned.  Frequently  mere 
bleeding,  and  the  copious  drinking  of  water, 
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prove  fufficient.  But  the fpurious  peripneumony  of 
the  ancients  (ic8.)>  defcribed  by  Pifo,  feems  to 
require  fparing  and  repeated  bleeding,  demul- 
cents, involving  and  thickening  remedies  ; gentle 
cathartics  of  caffia  and  manna ; blifters  ; revel- 
lents  ; and  corredors,  as  whey,  and  milk  itfelf. 
In  like  manner,  the  fpurious  peripneumony , by 
Riverius  named  pituitofa , and  by  Sydenham  no - 
thd)  requires  bleeding,  but  fiot  fo  frequently  re- 
peated ; as  alfo  gentle  cathartics,  or  at  leaft  mild 
emetics,  and  every  kind  of  revellent  and  incifive 
remedy  (133.  134.  135.).  The  malignant  and  gan- 
grenous fpecies  of  thccomplaint  ( 1 1 3. 1 14.),  fcarce- 
ly  bears  one  bleeding,  though  employed  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  difeafe.  For  when  repeated,  it  for 
the  rnoft  part  reduces  the  ftrength  ; increafes  the 
anxiety ; quickly  induces  watching  and  deli- 
rium ; as  alfo  trembling,  cold  fweats,  and,  laft~ 
ly,  even  fudden  death,  while  the  patient  is  com- 
plaining, or  converfing  with  his  friends.  Some^ 
times,  however,  certain  epidemic  conftitutions 
are  obferved,  which  are  more  favourable  to 
bleeding.  But  here  alfo  the  utmoft  caution  is 
requifite.  After  the  bleeding  employed  at  the 
very  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  vomiting  may  be 
once  or  twice  excited  by  means  of  tartar-emetic, 
largely  diluted,  and  taken  at  divided  intervals,  or  by 
means  of  oxymel  of  fquills,  or  ipecacuanha.  Af- 
terwards alexipharmacs  and  antifeptics  may  be 
employed.  Camphor,  bark,  fcprdium,  and 
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xnomile,  are  the  mod  proper  remedies  in  this 
cafe,  ft  is  likewife  lerviceable  to  infpire  the  va- 
pour of  water,  impregnated  with  fpirit  of  fal- 
ammoniac,  and  refins  gently  burnt.  The  vio- 
lence of  the  complaint,  however,  ought  to  be 
quickly  drawn  outwards  by  means  of  cantharides 
applied  to  the  bread  and  legs.  Moreover,  in 
thefe  gangrenous  and  malignant  difeafes  of  the 
bread,  the  patients  ought  to  be  allowed  more 
generous  diet,  and  even  fome  wine, 

138.  So  various  are  the  peculiar  ccnjliiutions  of 
this  difeafe  defcribed  by  authors  (137.),  that  it 
would  be  an  cndlefs  tafk  to  enumerate  them  in- 
dividually And,  what  is  a great  deal  worfe, 
they  often  baffle  the  mod  approved  method  of 
treatment  ; nay,  that  which  has  formerly  proved 
ferviceable  in  a new  epidemy  frequently  turns 
out  by  no  means  well.  Hence  the  practitioner, 
however  great  his  experience  may  be,  is  frequent- 
ly at  a lofs  what  remedy  to  employ.  It  is,  there- 
fore, requifite  that  he  fhould  inquire  into  the 
peculiar  dlipofiticn  and  epidemic  charaBer^  of  the 
reigning  difeafe,  that  by  experiment,  as  it  were, 
he  may  be  enabled  to  afeertain  the  mod  fuitable 
plan  of  treatment. 

* Jnthe  Recueil  d^Olfervaiions  de  me  dec.  already  quoted,  accounts 
of  fuch  epidemics  are  frequently  to  be  met  with.  Befides  that  onq  - 
already  quoted  from  Deplaign,  another  is  defcribed  in  the  fame 
work  (p.  2 95.)  which  was  obferved  in  0£t.  x 757- 

139.  The  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  named 
cryjipclas  pulmonum  (i  15.),  comes  next  to  be  con- 
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Tillered.  In  It  bleeding  ought  to  be  employed 
with  the  utmoft  caution,  as  it  frequently  proves 
hurtful.  It  is  prejudicial  like  wife  in  the  bilious 
pleurifies,  both  primary  and  fecondary , in  which 
emetics  and  cathartics  are  preferable.  For  as  the 
complaint  is  occaiioned  by  the  higheft  degree  of 
tenuity  and  warm  acrimony  of  the  fluids,  we  do 
not  find  the  inflammatory  gluten,  by  which  the 
blood  is  difpofed  to  concrete  and  cohere  \ nor 
are  the  vifeera  after  death  obferved  to  be  covered 
with  a mucous  membrane  (106.),  requiring  heat 
for  its  reparation.  Befides  more  fparing  bleeding, 
therefore,  it  is  efpecially  neceflary  to  employ  cold 
drinks  *,  when  the  climate,  temperament,  and 
age  of  the  patient,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
are  very  warm,  or  the  folids  are  fo  languid, 
that  they  cannot  be  reftored  to  their  former  vi- 
gour, unlefs  by  the  ufe  of  cold  drink.  It  is 
Jikewife  proper  occafionally  to  interpofe  cathar- 
tics, efpecially  of  the  fubacid  kind,  in  order  to  e- 
vacuate  the  bilious  or  warm  colluvies  from  the 
bowels.  The  chief  of  thefe  are,  tamarinds,  cry- 
ftals  of  tartar,  and  acidulated  whey. 

* Bertini  in  a cafe  of  pleurify  (probably  of  the  eryfipelatous  kind), 
employed  cold  water  with  advantage  (Mart.Ghifi,  Lett.  wed.  lent.  1. 

P*33  •)•  $ee  Deplaign’s  method  ( Recueil  d'otfervations  de  medec . T.  vii. 
Juillet,  p.  168. 

401.  Sometimes  not  only  in  the  eryfipelas  pulmo- 
num , but  alfo  in  peripneumonies  and  bilious  and  ar- 
dent pleurifieSy  the  fever  is  fo  violent,  that  even 
aft^r  feveral  bleedings  it  remits  little  or  nothing,  and  ' 
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the  pulfe  continues  remarkably  frequent  and 
ftrong.  I look  upon  the  mod  convenient  reme- 
dy for  allaying  the  exceffive  violence  of  the 
fever  to  be,  fulphuric  acid  fweetened  with  fix 
times  its  quantity  of  the  fyrup  of  violets,  to  be 
taken  to  the  extent  of  one  fpoonful  every  hour, 
a large  draught  of  water  being  always  drunk  a- 
bove  it.  Tifibt  likewife,  I find,  recommended 
this  remedy.  For  all  acids  powerfully  dirnimfh 
the  irritability  of  the  heart,  correct  the  alkalef- 
cent  acrimony,  and  remarkably  allay  the  heat 
of  the  blood  *.  Hence,  when  the  febrile  mo- 
tion becomes  immoderate,  it  may  be  readily 
reftored  by  thefe  means.  But  the  more  acrid 
acids  aggravate  the  cough,  and  thofe  of  the  vege- 
table kingdom  likewife  coagulate  the  blood,  or 
predifpole  it  to  coagulation  f . They  ought  to 
be  employed,  therefore,  with  the  utmoft  caution, 
and  their  indifcriminate  ule  fhould  be  avoided. 

* See  Vol.  I.  Concerning  Fevers,  par.  295.  \ end  Vol.  II.  par. 
£*7  1,  in  the  note.  f See  Vol.  IV.  Of  Dlfeafes  of  the  Chefly  par.  34, 

and  1.  c.  Vol.  I. ; and  Vol.  II.  par.  130. 

1 41.  The  bajiard pieurify  ( 1 1 c.)  requires  nearly 
the  fame  remedies  as  thofe  of  the  genuine  com- 
plaint mentioned  in  par.  1 24.  and  thofe  which 
follow".  If,  however,  the  latter  do  not  terminate  in 
relolution,  it  is  apt  to  go  on  to  an  abfeefs,  which, 
pointing  outwards,  frequently  betrays  itfelf  by  a 
foft  fweliing,  and  ought  then  to  be  opened  for 
the  fpcedy  evacuation  of  the  matter  The  fpu- 

ymis  fpecies,  again.,  which  may  alfo  be  named 
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rheumatic  (in.),  raufl;  be  treated  like  rheumatic 
affections,  with  one  or  two  bleedings,  with  dry 
and  bloody  cupping-glaffes,  with  emollient  fo- 
mentations, with  gentle  cathartics,  and,  laftly, 
with  diluents  and  mild  diaphoretics.  Moreover, 
the  fixed  pains,  unaccompanied  with  fever,  which 
affeCt  fcorbutic.,  venereal,  and  hypochondriacal 
patients,  as  they  are  the  effects  of  another  difeafe, 
are  to  be  cured  by  removing  the  primary  com- 
plaint. The  phyfician  muft  therefore  treat  them 
with  antifcorbutic,  antivenereal,  antihypochon- 
driacal,  carminative,  and  laxative  remedies. 
Sometimes  the  pain  of  the  fide,  even  when  unac- 
companied with  fever,  is  fo  fevere  and  fixed,  that 
it  cannot  be  removed,  unlefs  by  applications 
{113.),  particularly  of  cantharides,  and  by  indu- 
cing an  ulcer  to  be  kept  open  for  a length  of 
time.  Such  a remedy  has  likewife  been  of  fer- 
vice  when  the  pain  has  been  feated  in  the  inter- 
coftal  nerves,  and  appeared  to  be  of  the  convul- 
five  kind.  But  the  convulfive  pain  requires 
emollient,  antihyfterical,  and  anodyne  remedies. 
When  the  complaint  arifes  from  depraved  dige- 
{lion,  bile  or  worms  ( 1 1 1.)^  emetics,  gentle  ca- 
thartics, and  anthelminthics,  are  chiefly  to  be 
employed.  If  it  be  occafioned  by  an  intermit- 
ting fever,  and  recur  periodically,  after  bleeding, 
and  cleanfing  the  primes  vies,  we  mull  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  peruvian  bark  f.  When  it  fuper- 
venes  uppn  fmall-pox  and  mealies  (112.),  it 
ought  to  be  removed  as  quickly  as  poffible,  by 
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opening  a vein,  left  the  confequence  of  delaying 
Inch  a remedy  be  the  patient’s  fudden  death. 
The  remaining  fecondary  and  fymptomatic  fpe- 
cles  of  the  complaint  (112.),  are  to  be  treated  as 
depending  upon  putrid,  bilious,  or  gaftric  fever  ; 
on  gout  or  rheumatifm  ; on  phthifis  pulmonalis ; 
on  the  miliary  miafma  ; on  catarrh  ; on  a meta- 
ftafis ; on  hydrothorax ; on  fuppreffion  of  the 
milk  or  lochia ; and  other  difeafes.  It  may  be 
proper  here  to  obferve,  that  unfkilful  and  inatten- 
tive phyficians,  when  they  fall  in  with  putrid 
and  bilious  pleurifies,  which  arife  from  a putrid 
colluvies  of  the  primes  vice,  or  are  fymptoms  of 
bilious  fevers,  frequently  confider  and  treat 
them  as  a primary  difeafe,  in  confequence  of 
which  fcarceiy  one  patient  is  preferved.  This 
happens  particularly  in  certain  epidemics,  in 
which  thofe  who  afeertain  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe draw  blood  fparingly  and  cautioufly,  or  place 
more  reliance  upon  emetics  or  cathartics,  and 
thus  preferve  moft  of  their  patients. 

* Sec  our  addition,  or  G'tunta  alia  ojfervcm,  xxviii.  delict)  par.  2. 
dc*  Sagg.  di  med.  prat,  di  Pier.  Paolo  Dallarmi. 

•j-  See  alfo  another,  Giunta  al  conjulto  3.  par.  iii.  of  the  fame 
work.  Fayence  edit. 

CONCERNING  IMPOSTHUME,  EMPYEMA,  SCIR. 

RHUS,  AND  GANGRENE. 

142.  Whatever  method  of  cure  be  employed, 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe  is  fometimes  fuch,  that 
it  either  quickly  proves  fatal,  or  palTes  into  other 
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lingering  complaints.  Inflammation  of  the  lungs 
or  cheft,  therefore,  when  it  does  not  terminate  in 
refolution  within  fourteen  or  twenty-two  days,  and 
is  not  removed  by  expc&oration,  according  to 
Hippocrates,  goes  on  to  fuppuration . If  the  pus 
which  is  formed  be  not  fpeedily  expe&orated, 
but  accumulated  within  the  lungs,  as  it  were  in 
a cyft,  fuch  an  abfeefs  is  named  a vomica , or  im- 
pofthume  * ; in  the  fame  manner  as  a fimilar  col- 
lection of  pus,  fucceeding  to  tubercles  of  the 
lungs,  or  to  the  congeftion,  which  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  a catarrhal  afFeCtion,  or  to  a wound, 
contufion,  or  fpitting  of  blood,  or  is  formed  in 
any  other  vifeus,  is  alfo  named  vomica.  But  if 
the  pus  pafs  from  the  lungs  or  pleura,  into  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  occupy  that  empty 
fpace,  the  difeafe  takes  place  which  we  name  em- 
pyema : although  the  fame  name  is  applied  to  a 
coiieCiion  of  pus  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  from 
whencefoever  derived,  whether  from  the  mediafti- 
num,  pericardium,  or  diaphragm,  or  from  the 
liver  or  fpleen  itfelf,  or  from  fluids  effufed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  there  becoming 
putrid.  Frid.  Cafimir  Medicos  f obferved  an 
empyema  in  confequence  of  the  pericardium 
having  fuppurated  and  become  corroded ; and 
Morgagni  J mentions  an  inftance  of  its  ha- 
ving arifen  from  an  effufion  of  pus,  from  an 
abfeefs  of  the  liver,  palling  through  the  dia- 
phragm into  the  thoracic  cavity.  I myfelf  have 
ken  the  complaint  cccafioned  by  pus  pafling  in 
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like  manner  from  the  fpleen,  after  eroding  the 
diaphragm,  into  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax.  I 
ascertained  the  prefence  of  the  complaint  by  the 
fwelling  of  the  fpleen,  which  had  been  affected 
with  an  inflammatory  pain,  fuddenly  difappear- 
ing,  and  by  the  difficult  refpiration  which  en- 
fued,  and  the  greater  quantity  of  pus  difcharged 
from  the  opening,  which  had  been  formed  in  the 
left  cavity  of  the  cheft,  in  confequence  of  the 
pleura  having  undergone  fuppuration. 

* L.  I.  Demorb.  n.  24,  f Obferv.  med.  vol. ii.  p.648. 

Be  fed.  et  cauf.  morb.  epift.  2 6.  n.  24. 

f Richa  ( Corflit . epid.  Taprln.  alter.)  deferibes  pleurjnes  and  pe- 
ripneumonies,  which  fucceeded  to  epidemic  eryfrpelafes,  and  readily 
palled  on  to  impofthumes.  In  par.  61.  he  mentions  the  cafe  of  a 
nun,  who  fpit  up  the  follicle  of  an  impohhume.  He  names  thefe 
vomic#  fattcvlattf  which  are  formed  by  the  expanfion  of  any  pulmo- 
nary vehcle  hlkd  with  pus.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  the  vefiels  dif- 
perfed  around  the  veficle  may  pour  blood  into  any  of  them,  and 
there  form  a colledtion  of  pus.  And  in  par.  63.  he  fays,  that  pus 
is  formed  either  by  the  blood  or  lymph,  and  that  it  varies  according 
to  the  matter  from  whence  it  is  formed.  He  likewife  diftinguilhes 
true  pus  from  that  which  i§  purulent. 

J It  likewife  appears,  from  an  obfervation  of  M.  Thomfon,  to 
be  found  in  Com.  Lips.  vol.  viii.  P.  iii.  p.  404.  that  blood  may  be 
poured  into  the  pericardium  without  any  rupture. 

143.  It  is  a proof  that  fuppuration  is  com- 
mencing (142.),  if,  while  the  excruciating  pain 
ceafes,  the  fever  flill  continue ; or  if,  without 
any  manifeft  caufe,  it  fuflfer  an  irregular  exacer- 
bation, being  milder  in  the  day-time,  and  more 
fevere  in  the  evening,  fometimes  accompanied 
with  rigors  and  flulhing  of  the  cheeks ; and* 
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laftly,  if,  in  place  of  a pain  in  the  part  formerly 
afifeCied,  a fenfe  of  weight  be  felt  there.  It  is  far- 
ther proved,  if  the  expectoration,  which  is  thrown 
off  fparingly  from  the  beginning,  be  accompanied 
with  a fevere  cough,  at  fifft  faltifh,  and  afterwards 
becoming  fweeter  ; if  the  breath  be  fetid,  and 
the  difficulty  of  refpiration  continue.  When  the 
fuppuration  is  completed,  copious  thin  fweats 
break  out  upon  the  cheft  and  neck  ; the  cough, 
and  the  defire  to  cough,  harafs  the  patient  with- 
out any  remarkable  expectoration  ; the  eyes  be- 
come hollow,  and  the  nails  adunque  ; the  cheeks 
become  flufhed  ; the  extremities  of  the  fingers  are 
unufually  warm  ; the  appetite  is  loft  ; a colli- 
quative diarrhoea  fometimes  comes  on,  and  puf- 
tules  break  out  all  over  the  body.  But  if  the  fup- 
puration take  place  on  one  fide  only,  the  patient, 
when  he  turns  upon  the  found  fide,  perceives  a 
fenfe,  as  it  were,  of  a weight  above  him  ; the 
fide  alfo  in  which  the  fuppuration  has  taken  place, 
is  generally  warmer  than  the  ether,  and  is  fre- 
quently painful,  and  fwelled  externally.  More- 
over, the  pus  effufed  into  the  cavity  of  the  tho- 
rax betrays  i'tfelf  by  a fluctuation  or  noife,  when 
the  body  is  fuddenly  fhaken  or  turned  round,  un- 
lefsthe  whole  cavity  be  completely  filled ; in  which 
cafe  no  fluctuation  or  noife  can  be  perceived.  In. 
that  cafe,  the  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
a flow  fever,  are  perpetually  prefent ; the  dia- 
phragm is  depreflfed,  in  confequence  of  which  it 
raifes  the  hypochondria  and  epigaftriuoi  with 
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a fenfe  of  weight,  caufing  them  to  fwell  out  fa 
as  to  refemble  abdominal  obftrudtions  or  afcites*, 
as  I myfeif  have  frequently  obferved  ; the  feet, 
and  likewife  the  face,  fwell  $ the  urine  depofits 
fome  white,  fetid,  or  vifcid  fediment ; a putrid 
tafte  is  felt  in  the  mouth,  from  which  a fimilar 
breath  proceeds ; the  body  waftes,  and  the  other 
phenomena  of  tabes  take  place.  From  the  ob- 
fervations  of  diftinguifhed  authors  f it  appears, 
that  the  dyfpnoea,  which  by  fome  has  been  con- 
ridered  as  an  invariable  fymptom  of  empyema, 
is  fometimes  abfent,  and  that  the  patient  can  lie 
with  freedom  on  either  fide.  Laftly,  according 
to  Avenbrugger,  the  thorax,  in  empyema,  when 
ftruck  in  the  lower  and  back  part,  fends  out  an 
cbfcure  found. 

* Van  Swieten,  par.  302.  303.  f Panaroli,  Marchetti, 

Le  Dran,  Morgagni,  and  others.  See  Clorh . med.  Ven . vol.  ii, 

P*  35°*  tp-79- 


144.  Impofthumes  generally  burft  upon  the 
twentieth  day  from  the  firft  acceffion  of  the  pain 
or  weight,  or  from  the  firft  attack  of  the  fever 
or  rigor  ; fometimes  on  the  fortieth , or  even  fix - 
tieth  day  ; as  we  learn  from  the  Coacee  Preenctiones . 
I myfeif  have  obferved  them  break  much  later, 
that  is,  even  three  months  after  the  commencement 
of  the  complaint,  the  pafient  afterwards  com- 
pletely recovering.  The  perfons  who  recover  are 
fuch  as,  immediately  on  the  burfting  of  the  vo- 
mica, are  freed  from  the  fever,  and  freely  dif- 
charge  a white  pus,  without  fmell,  i mouth,  net 
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variegated,  and  well  digefted,  and  are  not  attack- 
ed with  a diarrhoea.  The  contrary  happens, 
when  fymptoms  the  oppofite  of  thefe  occur. 

145.  When  an  impofthume  forms  gradually, 
and  without  any  manifeft  caufe,  or  arifes  fponta- 
neoufly,  it  fometimes  lurks  in  the  conftitution,  ac- 
cording to  Tulpius,  fo  as  to  betray  itfelf  by 
fcarcely  any  marks.  It  is  attended^  however, 
firft  with  a flight  dry  cough,  and  afterwards  with 
a moift  one.  Afterwards  the  refpiration  becomes 
more  uneafy,  the  breath  fails,  and  the  body 
waftes,  although  in  the  mean  time  what  is  ex- 
pectorated manifefts  neither  pus  nor  blood.  Hoff- 
man * affirms,  that  it  is  indicated  by  the  follow- 
ing marks;  a long  continued,  fixed  pain,  impe- 
ding the  refpiration,  which  is  neither  alleviated 
nor  removed  by  bleeding,  or  other  remedies,  but 
holds  on,  accompanied  with  a dry  cough,  quick 
pulfe,  fetid  breath,  emaciation,  lofs  of  ftrength 
and  appetite,  and  copious  fweating.  The  lize 
of  the  impofthume  is  inferred  from  the  greater 
degree  of  dyfpnoea,  extreme  anxiety,  and  hard 
pulfe,  fometimes  intermitting  in  the  ereCt  pofture. 
Unzer  however,  from  extenfive  experience  has 
fhewn  that  the  fymptoms  of  impofthume  are  al- 
together ambiguous.  Eut  when  one  is  about  to 
break  it  is  almoft  uniformly  attended  with  rigors 
and  fever. 

* Med.  fyft.  f Promptuar.  Hamburg,  vol.  ix.  p.309.  Ss'i 
Comment . Lipf.  vcl,  ii.  P.  iii.  p.  480. 

146.  On  an  impofthume  buriiing,  the  patient 
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is  either  fuddenly  fuffocated,  in  confequence  of 
the  quantity  of  pus  preffing  upon  and  obftrudting 
the  air-veffels  of  the  lungs ; or,  if  he  efcape  this 
danger,  fhortly  afterwards,  the  vital  powers  be- 
ing intirely  overcome,  he  finks  or  is  cut  off 
by  a flow  confumption  f.  It  appears,  however, 
from  the  obfervation  of  eminent  men,  that  by  far 
more  efcape  from  that  impofthume  which  fuc- 
ceeds  to  peripneumony  or  pleurify,  although  a 
great  quantity  of  pus  be  difcharged  at  once, 
than  when  the  pus  is  difcharged  from  finaller  ab- 
le effcs  J.  Empyema  has  been  feldom  obferved  to 
be  removed  by  abforption  and  metaftafis ; it  very 
rarely  opens  a paflage  for  itfelf  through  the  cor- 
roded lungs,  and  is  thus  expedtorated  ; more  fre- 
quently it  paffes  through  the  pleura  and  intercoftal 
mufcles,  and  is  gradually  difcharged  outwards. 

* Van  Swieten,  § 1204.  1205.  f Hippocrates,  Meade, 

Van  Swieten,  &c.  See  Van  Swieten,  § 2106. 

J See  Dallarmi,  'Sagg.  di  med.  prat.  P.  iii.  p.  262.  2 63.  Willis 
obferved  a particular  fpecies  of  vomicae,  which  are  callous  and  con- 
tinue t-o  pour  out  pus  for  feveral  years.  *f-  See  Richa,  §62. 

Conjlit.  epid.  Tauten. 

147.  The  prefence  of  an  impofthume  being 
detedied  by  the  marks  peculiar  to  it  (142.  143* 
et  feq.),  its  burfting  by  fome  is  promoted  by 
means  of  pe&orals,  lubricating  and  emollient  re- 
medies ; by  inhaling  the  vapour  of  vinegar  or 
warm  wine  ; by  finging ; by  (baking  the  body, 
and  mounting  up  flairs  : by  fternutatories ; or 
even  by  vomiting.  But  the  phyheian  ought  to 
be  very  careful  in  employing  the  three  laft  re- 
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medies,  and  ought  to  weigh  well  the  condition 
of  the  patient’s  ftrength  and  other  fymptoms. 
The  evacuation  of  the  matter,  when  it  has  c nee 
commenced,  mu  ft  be  promoted  by  the  remedies 
elfewhere  propofed,  in  treating  ot  cough  (chap,  h), 
or  phthifis  puimonalis  (chap.  III.).  Alter  the  ca- 
vity of  the  impofthume  has  been  well  cleanfed  by 
means  of  vulnerary  remedies,  we  mu  ft  have  re- 
courfe  to  vegetable  diet,  milk,  and  peruvian 
bark,  to  promote  its  healing  *.  Lime-  water, 
alfo,  when  an  impofthume  difeharges  pus  too 
long,  and  cannot  be  eafily  dried  up,  either 
taken  alone,  or  mixed  with  water,  is  celebrated 
by  authors  of  no  fmall  note.  With  the  fame 
view,  tobacco  is  recommended  by  Ettmuller  as  a 
detergent  and  at  the  fame  time  healing  reme- 
dy  f. 

* See  Dallarmi,  Sagg.  dt  med.  prat.  p.  2.  ofierv.  xxvii.  and 
thofe  which  follow. 

j-  In  Schroderi  Dilucld . Phytolog . 

148.  In  treating  an  empyema , we  muft  quickly 
have  recourfe  to  the  paracentefis,  which  has 
fometimes  been  attended  with  fuccefs  *.  It  is 
performed  in  the  back  between  the  ninth  and 
tenth  ribs,  five  or  fix  inches  from  the  fpine.  The 
ancients  performed  this  operation  in  the  fide,  be- 
tween the  fixlh  and  feve?ith  ribs.  It  is  likewife 
fometimes  done  in  the  part  of  the  fide  where  the 
fwelling  is.  Hippocrates  propofed  perforating  the 
diaphyfis , or  body  of  fome  of  the  ribs.  A perfon 
Vol.  V.  M 
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labouring  under  a iuppuration  from  pleurify 
had  the  fide  afiedled  perforated,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  completely  recovered,  and  lived 
feveral  years  f . I rnyfelf  have  feveral  times  pro- 
ved the  fuccefs  of  this  operation  Sometimes, 
however,  it  has  been  of  no  avail.  In  the  cafe  of 
a patient  labouring  under  a bilious  pleurify, 
which  was  often  fucceeded  by  hydrothorax , a fur- 
geon,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  operation  of  pa- 
racentefis,  drew  off  a large  quantity  of  ferura, 
but  next  day  the  patient  was  cut  offjj.  That 
happens  chiefly  when  the  luugs  are  in  a great 
meafure  corrupted  and  eaten  through.  Some  ob- 
ject to  the  operation,  becaufe,  as  the  pleura  fre- 
quently adheres  to  the  lungs,  the  latter  may  be 
wounded.  In  which  cafe  the  fide  ought  to  be 
opened,  not  by  pundture,  but  by  incifion ; after 
which  the  lungs  are  to  be  gently  put  afide  with 
the  fingers,  or  the  handle  of  the  fcalpel  §.  Wil- 
lis has  reftored  feveral  patients  by  forming  an  if- 
fue  where  the  bread  is  generally  opened,  and 
keeping  it  up  for  a length  of  time  If.  The  an- 
cients did  the  fame  by  means  of  burning  the  part* 
The  Egyptians,  as  Alpinus  informs  us,  perform  the 
burning  as  follows  **.  They  wrap  up  a piece  of 
cotton,  in  the  form  of  a pyramid,  in  a piece  of  li- 
nen, and  place  its  bale  on  the  part  to  be  burnt. 
They  then  apply  a light  to  its  apex,  and  allow  it  to 
burn  down,  until  the  ikin  below  becomes  as  much 
mrnt  as  poffible.  Hippocrates  lias  fliewn  what 
kind  of  pus,  to  prove  fierviceable,  ought  to  be 
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difcharged,  in  confequencc  of  opening  or  burn- 
ing the  part.  He  obferves : “ Patients  labouring 
under  empyema,  when  their  cheft  is  burnt  or 
opened,  if  a difeharge  of  pus  which  is  fparing  and 
white  take  place,  recover ; but  if  it  be  bloody, 
dark-coloured,  or  fetid,  they  are  carried  offff.” 
In  the  mean  time,  antifeptics,  and  the  mildeft 
balfamics,  muft  be  given  internally  ; while  exter- 
nal applications,  poffeffing  a cleanfing  and  healing 
property,  are  at  the  lame  time  employed.  Pa- 
tients who  have  undergone  fuppuration  of  the 
;? lediajlinum  or  pericardium  (103.),  are  to  be 
treated  nearly  in  the  fame  manner.  Tor  the  pus 
collected  under  the  fternum  is  drawn  off  by  per- 
forating it,  or  by  means  of  a pyulcum  How  it 
ought  to  be  drawn  from  the  pericardium  will  be 
pointed  out  in  the  following  chapter  ( 1 9 1 . 192.). 

* Van  Swieten,  Ludwig,  Bayort  de  jfonqueres  Thes.  Paris , an. 
1 762.  Qrtefchi,  Giorn.  di  mod.  c.  ii.  p.  350.  f Gnidetti, 

Bijfcrt.  ii.  p.  187.  % Dallarmi,  Sagg.  di  med.  prat . where  ex- 
amples are  adduced  by  Burferius  in  the  additions . |j  Guidetti, 

1.  c.  § 12.  p.  1S7. 

$ Werner  cured  an  empyema  by  an  inc'ifion  made  in  t'  e right 
fide  of  the  thorax.  He  fixed  his  fcalpel  between  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  ribs,  about  four  inches  from  the  vertebrae,  in  fiich  a manner 
as  to  perform  the  incifion  along  the  direction  oi  the  ribs?  near  the 
upper  fide  of  the  eleventh  tib.  to  avoid  injuring  the  intercojlal  artery • 
Immediately  on  dividing  the  intercofial  mufcles,  twenty  ounces  o 
pus  were  difcharged.  On  introducing  the  finger  within  the  cavity 
of  the  thorax,  the  lungs  were  no  whc're  found  adhering  to  the  picu- 
xa.  Inftantly  upon  the  difeharge  having  taken  place,  the  jymm 
toms  were  relieved,  and  the  patient  (hortly  afterwards  recovered. 
See  Comment,  l^ip. . vol.  iii.  P.  i.  p.  45. 
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If  P harm.  rat.  fe&.  i.  c.xi.  p.  120.  **  De  mcd.  JE*ypt. 

l.iii.  c.12.  Ortefchi,  1.  c.  an.  1754.  n.  44.  p.  350.  ffAph. 
44.  fe£L  vii.  It  Riolan.  Enchirid . anat . lib.  iii.  c.  iv.  p.  206. 

[Lourd  alfo  may  he  confulted , <whofe  doElrine  concerning  the  efficacy  of 
the par acentfis  is  explained  at  the  end  of  the  following  chapter , par.  191.— ■ 
German  Editor], 


349.  When  the  inflammation,  however  (io8.), 
is  neither  refolved,  nor  terminates  in  fuppuration 
(142.),  and  does  not  immediately,  or  within  a 
few  days,  extinguifh  life  (99.  115.  116.);  then 
either  fcirrhus  or  gangrene  puts  a period  to  the 
inflammation.  When  this  happens,  a lingering 
complaint  is  occafioned,  particularly  if  the  indu- 
rated part  be  not  confined  to  a narrow  fpace.  A 
fenfe  of  wreight  is  felt  there  ; the  refpiration  is 
difficult,  particularly  when  the  body  is  in  mo- 
tion ;]  the  patient  can  lie  either  on  one  fide  or  on 
the  back  only,  on  account  of  being  attacked  with 
pain,  cough,  or  oppreffion  of  the  breathing. 
But  if  fmall  feirrhous  tumours,  the  confequence 
of  inflammation,  be  fpread  over  various  parts  of 
the  lungs,  in  that  cafe  they  are  diftinguiffied  ra- 
ther by  a frequent,  dry  cough,  aggravated  by  any 
motion  of  the  body,  or  long  fpeaking,  than  by 
the  prefence  of  other  fymptoms.  Frequently, 
alfo,  in  thefe  patients  the  pulfe  is  fmall,  irregu- 
lar, and  frequent.  That  affection  is  generally 
bad,  which  can  be  removed  neither  by  gum,  nor 
foap,  nor  hemlock,  nor  by  other  remedies,  as 
the  preparations  of  mercury  *.  If  the  other  fe- 
quel  take  place,  namely,  gangrene,  it  proves  fa- 
tal* This  happens  when  a violent  inflammation 
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at  the  beginning  has  either  been  neglected,  or 
has  been  exafperated  by  calefacient  remedies. 
When,  therefore,  gangrene  commences,  the  pain, 
without  any  manifeft  caufe,  then  difappears,  in 
place  of  which  a weight  is  felt  in  the  cheft, 
and  the  ftrength  is  greatly  exhaufted ; the  pulfe 
becomes  very  fmall,  weak,  quick,  and  irregular; 
the  face  pale,  wan,  and  fometimes  of  a mixed 
colour  between  red  and  blue  ; the  extremities  be- 
come cold ; the  expectoration  is  blue,  black,  and 
often  fetid  ; the  fide  which  was  affected  with  the 
pain  becomes  difcoloured  with  a black  or  livid 
fpot ; the  mind  is  affected ; and  fhortly  death 
clofes  the  fcene.  Such  a fequel,  when  threatened, 
can  fcarcely  be  prevented.  We  are  not,  how- 
ever, to  omit  employing  mod;  of  the  antifeptics 
and  cordials  of  which  I have  already  made  men- 
tion  (137.). 

* The  reader  ought  here  to  call  to  mind  the  observations  deli. 
'Jtered  by  the  author  in  par*  78.  of  the  Commentary  cn  Inflammation^ 
j>ar.  389.  Vol.  III.  and  elfewhere. 

PARAPLEURITIS. 

150.  Sometimes  the  bajlard  pleurify  (no.) 
^w-which  is  a true  inflammation  affecting  the  picu- 
ls and  external  parts  of  the  thorax — terminates 
neither  in  an  abfcefs , nor  in  gangrene , nor  in  real 
Jcirrhus , nor  is  it  altogether  refolved  ; but  mod 
of  the  fymptoms  abating,  the  patient  feems  to  be 
fo  far  reftored,  that  nothing  remains  but  a palp* 
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which  continues  for  a long  time,  and  is  more  or 
lefs  fevere.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  he  is  di-- 
ftreffed  with  this  pain  of  the  fide,  and  can  fcarce 
recover  his  former  ftrength.  Soon  afterwards, 
about  the  evening,  he  complains  of  an  unufual 
and  diftreffing  degree  of  heat,  which  gradually 
paffes  into  a flight  continued  fever,  every  day 
fuffeiing  an  aggravation  in  the  afternoon.  It 
is  named  an  amphimerina . At  its  height  a dif- 
charge  of  fweat  takes  place,  which  very  much 
reduces  the  ftrength.  During  the  remiffion, 
however,  which  takes  place  in  the  morning, 
none  flows,  contrary  to  what  happens  in  phthifical 


patients. 

Iji.  Moreover,  fuch  as  labour  under  this  af- 
fefiion  can  fcarcely  lie  on  the  fide  affeded,  and 
-regulate  their  breathing  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
move  and  raife  their  bread  as  little  as  poffible,  that 
they  may  not  too  much  aggravate  the  pain,  which 
is  increafed  by  a full  infpiration,  while  the  inter- 
coftal  mufcles  aft  fo  as  to  raile  the  ribs.  It  can- 
not, however,  happen,  that  while  the  cheft 
is  fo  much  compreiTed,  the  lungs  not  being  dif- 
fidently expanded  become  turgid,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  congeftion  of  blood,  requiring  fre- 
quent fighing  and  yawning  to  be  freed  from  the 


anxiety.  They  have  no  hoarfenels  ; but,  when 
they  with  to  fpeak  for  any  length  cf  time,  they 
become  fatigued  and  broken  winded.  The  pulie, 
at  whatever  hour  it  is  felt,  is  found  to  be  quick 


■/> 
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nd  final!,  The  blood,  when  drawn,  ccr.gu.Lv 
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firmly,  becomes  indurated,  and  covered  with 
the  inflammatory  crufl.  Such  are  the  fymptoms 
peculiar  to,  and  almoft  invariably  attending,  this 
complaint. 

152.  To  thefe  fymptoms  (15 1.)  are  fometimes 
added,  a dry  cough  ; or  a thin  fcanty  expectora- 
tion, fometimes  ftreaked  with  blood,  on  account 
of  the  difficult  tranfmiffion  of  fluids  through  the 
comprefied  lungs ; headach  ; frequent  yawning  ; 
and,  laftly,  fome  emaciation,  which,  however, 
iiipervenes  very  flowly,  and  only  when  the  dif- 
eafe  has  proceeded  to  fuch  a length  that  a puru- 
lent and  bloody  expectoration  begins  to  be 
thrown  off  more  abundantly. 

153.  This  affedion  of  the  bread  has  been 
named  by  Zeuianu,  a phyfician  of  contidcrable 
celebrity  of  Verona,  in  a little  work  which  he 
publithed  on  it  in  the  year  1766,  parapleuritis , 
which,  however,  as  he  himfelf  remarks,*  more 
frequently  confifts  merely  in  a pain  of  the  fide, 
left  by  the  baftard  pleurify,  at  one  time  continued, 
at  another  time  intermitting  ; fometimes  only  felt 
on  changes  of  the  weather,  or  on  violent  motion 
of  the  body.  Not  unfrequently,  after  fome  fpace 
of  time,  it  is  refolved  fpontaneoufly,  and  ceafes 
intirely  ; fometimes,  however,  it  diftreffes  the  pa- 
tient for  feveral  months  together,  going  through 
the  courfe  which  I have  already  pointed  out,  until 
it  induces  fatal  ulcers  in  the  infide  of  the  cheft,  or 
in  the  lungs  themfeives. 

154.  Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  this  affe&ion 

M 4 
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is  an  incipient  fecondary  phthifis  pulmonalis.  Tor 
Zeuianus  contends,  that  it  differs  from  that  com- 
plaint, becaufe  in  phthifis  the  pulfe  is  generally 
weak  and  foft ; becaufe  the  fweat  flows  either  at 
night,  or  after  fleep,  efpecially  in  the  morning ; 
becaufe  the  patient  lies  more  eafily  upon  the  fide 
affeCted  ; becaufe  a thick  and  purulent  expectora- 
tion is  difcharged  ; becaufe  the  pain,  if  there  be 
any,  feems  more  obtufe,  and  more  internally  fi- 
tuate  \ and  the  emaciation  proceeds  with  rapi- 
dity. While  in  parapleuritis  the  pulfe  is  fome- 
what  hard  and  ftronger,  and  all  the  other  fymp-r 
toms  (150.  151.  152.),  as  I have  already  fhewn, 
are  almoft  the  oppofite  of  thefe. 

155.  As  it  feems  to  proceed  from  the  inflam-* 
xnatory  gluten  being  collected  and  flicking  in  the 
hde  which  had  been  afteCted  with  pleurify,  it  is 
to  be  difeuffed  chiefly  by  bleeding  cautioufly  re- 
peated. For  the  blood,  wThen  drawn,  exhibits 
the  buffy  coat.  Nor  is  there  any  danger  of 
its  reducing  the  ftrength  more  and  more,  as 
experience  has  fhewn,  that  this  remedy  is 
borne  well,  and  attended  with  advantage. 
Moreover,  in  order  to  completely  eradicate  the 
difeafe,  attenuant,  incifive,  and  refolving  reme- 
dies, efpecially  thofe  which  were  recommended 
in  the  cure  of  pleurify  (133.  134.),  muft  likewife 
be  had  recourfe  to.  Sometimes  alfo  it  will 
be  neceffary  in  an  obftinate  cafe  to  admimfter 
Venice  foap,  millepedes,  gum-ammoniac,  faffa- 
fras-waod,  burdock-root,  that  of  fmallage,  bark, 
§nd  mountain-reed  $ infufions  of  the  leaves  of  the 
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abfinthium  Alpinum,  carduus  benediCtus,  and  the 
like.  For  I have  often  employed  thefe  remedies 
with  great  fuccefs.  Whether  or  not  is  that  para- 
pleuritis a fpecies  of  incipient  phthifis,  which  is 
removed,  according  to  authors  of  note3  by  fmall* 
but  repeated  bleedings  ? 

\ 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  DIAPHRAGM. 

156.  I have  already  obferved  (103.),  that  in 
pleurify  the  diaphragm  is  not  unfrequently  af- 
fected with  inflammation.  It  is  highly  probable, 
however,  that  the  diaphragm  of  itfelf  becomes  in- 
flamed primarily.  This  is  affirmed  to  be  a rare 
occurrence.  Huxham  aflerts,  that  fuch  a difeafe 
is  more  frequently  found  than  is  commonly  belie- 
ved ; while  Lieutaud  is  of  opinion,  that  it  does 
not  at  all  differ  from  pleurify.  This  much,  at 
any  rate,  is  certain,  that  particular  fymptoms  are 
obferved  when  the  diaphragm  is  affeCted  with 
inflammation,  which  differ  very  widely  both 
from  the  genuine  and  fpurious  pleurify.  Inflam- 
mation of  the  diaphragm,  therefore,  which  fome 
propofe  denominating  paraphrenitis , is  indicated 
by  a very  acute  fever  ; by  an  excruciating  pain 
about  the  falfe  ribs,  ftretching  to  the  loins  and 
back,  and  furrounding  them  as  it  were  with  a 
girdle  ; by  a dry  cough,  aggravating  the  pain  ; 
by  the  refpiration  being  generally  final]  and  fre- 
quent, very  feldom  great  and  flow,  fometimes  by 
its  being  irregular  and  inordinate  ; by  a rednefs 
of  the  cheeks,  and  a palpitatictn  in  the  hypo- 
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chondres ; by  diftenfion  and  pain  of  the  fame, 
and  by  their  frequently  being  drawn  upwards 
and  inwards  * ; by  fighing,  or  an  effort  to  figh  ; 
by  a very  quick,  frnall,  hard  pulfe  ; and,  laftly,  by 
tremors,  fubfultus  tendinum,  convulfions,  the  ri- 
Jus  fardoniciiSy  panting,  hiccup,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  by  delirium  and  madnefs.  Boerhaave  f 
is  of  opinion,  that  delirium  is  an  invariable  con- 
comitant of  inflammation  of  the  diaphragm. 
But  the  obfervations  of  Morgagni  and  others 
oppofe  this  opinion  ±.  Sarcone  j|  remarks  ve- 
ry properly,  that  inflammation  of  the  dia- 
phragm is  not  invariably  attended  either  with 
delirium,  or  the  rifus  fardonicus,  or  the  other 
fymptoms  mentioned  by  Van  Swieten  and  Boer- 
liaave  §.  I alio  have  obferved  the  abfence  of 
thefe  fymptoms  in  real  inflammation  of  the  dia- 
phragm Morgagni,  therefore,  with  reafon 
concludes,  that  delirium  is  fotnetimes  abfent  from 
it,  while  at  others  times  it  is  found  accompany- 
ing  it  **. 

* The  hypochondres  are  drawn  inwards,  both  by  the  diaphragm 
being  contracted  and  drawing  in  the  falfe  ribs,  and  abb  by  the  peri- 
toneum, with  which  the  lower  part  of  the  diaphragm,  and  the  hypo- 
* chondres  themfelves,  are  lined,  being  inflamed  and  attracted  j which 
was  the  opinion  of  Riolan.  Enchir.  anal.  1.  3.  c.  v. 

j - Aph.  dc  cog.  & cur.  morb.  § 909.  J De  fed.  et  caiiff. 

TKorb.  ephi.  vii.  n.  14.  ||  Part,  i.  p.  209.  IJior.  ragion.  de  nal.  ec. 

§ In  Boerhaav.  Aph.  § 909.  ej[  Dfeafes  of  the  Head , Vol.  111. 

par.  214.  et  feq.  **  L.  c. 

157.  This  dangerous  and  fatal  malady  muft  be 
immediately  oppofed  by  the  moft  powerful  reme- 
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dies.  For  the  more  violent  the  caufes  which 
have  induced  it  are,  and  the  acrimony  ol  the 
blood  which  is  combined  with  it  is,  the  more  im- 
minent is  the  danger.  Our  expectations  almoft 
entirely  reft  on  bleeding,  clyfters,  fomentations, 
and  antiphlogiftic  remedies*.  But  Huxham, 
notwithftanding  that  he  drew  nearly  an  hundred 
ounces  of  blood  within  four  days,  and  employed 
many  other  remedies,  was  unable  to  lave  any 
one  labouring  under  inflammation  of  the  dia- 
phragm :|\  So  much  does  the  violence  ot  the 
complaint  elude  the  utrnoft  power  of  medicine! 

'*  See  Vol.  III.  Of  Difeafes  of  the  Head,  par.  215.  et  feq. 

f Epld.  vol.  ii.  p.  11. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

OF  DROPSY  OF  THE  CHEST,  PERICARDIUM, 

•AND  LUNGS. 

158.  Too  great  an  eftufion  of  the  ferous  and 
lymphatic  fluid  into  any  cavity  of  the  body,  and 
its  being  collected  and  ftagnating  there,  is  pro- 
perly named  hydrops , Hence,  if  a collection  of 
the  ferous  fluid  take  place  in  the  cavities  of  the 
head,  thorax,  pericardium,  .abdomen,  uterus, 
omentum  *,  or  tunica  vaginalis  teftium,  hydro- 
cephalus, hydrothorax,  hydrops  pericardii,  afei- 
tes,  and  hydrocele,  arife,  concerning  which  I 
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have  already  fpoken  partly  elfewhere  f,  and  fhall 
partly  treat  at  prefent. 

* Dropfy  of  the  omentum  fometimes  occurs  alone,  unaccom- 
panied with  afcites.  At  firft  only  a fluctuation  is  perceived  in  it, 
when  its  layers  have  become  indurated  by  the  prefiure  of  the  water. 
Portali,  Mem.  de  V Acad.  Roy.  an.  1770  &:  1771,  p.541. — When, 
however,  the  omentum  burfts,  which  happens  alfo  in  confequence  of 
emetics,  afcites  arifes.  Id.  ib. — Likewife  an  inftance  of  dropfy  of  the 
peritoneum  is  to  be  found  in  the  Aft.  Hefoet.  vol.  vi.  p.  186. — Si- 
milar inftances  are  to  be  found  in  Littri,  (Mem.  de  I'Acad.  Roy . 
vol,  vii.),  and  in  Chomel,  Ibid.  p.  107. 

f See  Vol.  III.  Chap.  2.  Of  Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida. 

159.  There  are  certain  progreffive  degrees  to- 
wards dropfy,  properly  fo  called,  which  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  know,  as  they  are  fometimes  confounded 
with  dropfy  itfelf.  For  if  the  veffels  of  any  kind 
become  turgid  with  ferum,  fo  as  to  render  the 
whole  body  white,  they  occafion  the  difeafe  named 
Icucophkgmatia.  Some  refer  this  to  the  cachexia , 
others  to  anafarca . Cachexy  confifts  in  a bad 
habit  and  difcolbration  of  the  whole  body.  Ana - 
Jarca , again,  happens,  according  to  fome,  if  a 
vifeid  humour  flicks  not  only  in  the  veffels,  efpe* 
dally  the  lymphatics,  but  is  alfo  diffufed  through 
the  fpaces  of  the  cellular  membrane,  caufmg  fuch 
a fwelling  of  the  body  as  does  not  fo  readily 
yield  to  the  preffure  of  the  finger,  nor  retain  the 
impreffion  long  ; although  it  is  to  be  confeffed, 
that  all  are  not  agreed  concerning  this.  For  Lud- 
wig is  of  opinion,  that  in  the  leucophlegmatia 
the  tumour  is  harder,  and  in  anafarca  Ibfter ; in 
which  refpedt  he  meets  with  the  concurrence  of 
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Van  Swieten  *.  For  the  latter  mentions,  that 
in  the  leucophlegmatia  a more  phlegmatic  fluid, 
and  in  anafarca  a thinner  and  more  watery  one, 
occafions  the  complaint ; that  in  the  leucophleg- 
matia, the  whole  body  is  more  uniformly  fwelled, 
and  foft  like  pafte ; while  in  anafarca  the  fwelling 
begins  from  below,  and  gradually  rifes  upwards* 

* In  Boerhaav.  Aphcr,  § 72. 

160.  If  moll  of  the  veflels,  and  fpaces  cf  the 
cellular  membrane , in  fome  particular  part  of  the 
body,  as  in  the  feet,  hands,  head,  face,  eye-lids, 
cheeks,  fauces,  fcrotum,  &c.  become  fwelled, 
and  the  fwelling  be  foft,  cold,  white,  and  dimple 
on  being  prefled,  it  obtains  the  name  cf  oedema, , 
and  is  a kind  of  incipient  dropfy.  According, 
therefore,  to  the  part  which  the  ferous  collodion 
occupies,  various  kinds  of  dropfy  arife.  Thus,  if 
the  whole  body  be  affeded,  it  is  named  univerfal 
dropfy  ; if  only  a part,  partial. 

1 6 1.  Every  dropfy  has  a twofold  origin; 
namely,  either  from  a faulty  condition  of  the  in- 
tire  mafs  of  blood,  or  from  a bad  conftitution  of 
the  folids.  It  proceeds  from  the  firft  caufe,  if 
the  ferous  part  of  the  blood  much  exceed  the 
other  parts,  or  feparate  from  them,  fo  as  either 
to  exfude  through  the  inorganic  pores  of  the  vef- 
fels,  or  to  fill  the  lymphatics  too  much,  or  to 
pafs  through  the  exhalants  into  the  minute  cells 
and  cavities  of  the  body,  and  to  accumulate 
there  ; or  if  its  acrimony  be  fuch  as  to  corrode 
the  minute  veflels,  and  pafs  from  thence  into 
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empty  fpaces.  It  proceeds  from  a bad  organiza- 
tion of  the  folids,  if  the  extreme  veflels  become 
fo  much  relaxed  as  to  admit  too  great  a quantity 
of  ferous  fluid,  and  pour  more  of  it  into  the  dif- 
ferent cavities  than  the  abforbents  can  take  up  ; 
or  if  they  be  fo  overloaded  and  ftretched,  that 
being  almoft  expanded  into  hydatids,  they  are  at 
length  lacerated , and  pour  out  a part  of  their 
fluid. 

1 62.  The  effufed  fluid  will  not  be  taken  up 
by  the  abforbents,  if  it  he  thick  and  vifcid  ; if 
their  mouths,  being  ohftrufled  or  contrafted, 
oppofe  its  entrance  ; if  they  labour  under  atony, 
and  therefore  do  not  promote  its  propulflon  ; if 
any  impediment  be  found  on  the  greater  veins 
and  their  trunks,  fucli  as  obflrudtion,  fwelling, 
polypus,  compreflion,  great  organic  injuries,  and 
the  like,  in  confequence  of  which  the  return 
of  the  blood  to  the  heart,  and  therefore  the  exo- 
neration of  the  abforbents  into  the  greater  veins, 
may  be  retarded,  or  altogether  checked.  This, 
in  fadl,  very  frequently  appears  from  the  dif- 
fedlion  of  dead  bodies,  in  which  it  has  very 
often  been  difcovered,  that  the  caufe  of  dropfy, 
particularly  of  the  chert  and  pericardium,  (con- 
cerning which  we  chiefly  treat  here),  was  fome 
injury  in  the  greater  veins  about  the  prsecordia, 
preventing  the  free  return  of  the  fluids  to  the 
heart. 

163.  From  thefe  remarks  (1 61.  162.)  it  is 
eafily  collected  how  manifold  the  remote  caufes 
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of  clropfy  maybe;  as  intermitting  fevers,  and 
other  chronic  difeafes ; immoderate  evacuations, 
efpeciaily  of  blood  ; a taint  and  obftruttion  or 
the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  and  other  abdominal 
vifeera  ; fuppreffion  of  the  perfpiration  and  u- 
rine  ; exceffive  drinking,  efpeciaily  of  cold  wa- 
ter when  the  body  is  warm  * ; repelled  itch  ; 
afthma  ; various  tumours,  particularly  indurated 
glands  ; aneurifms  ; varices  ; polypous  concre- 
tions ; a malconformation  of  the  chert  ; and  other 
things  difturbing  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood, 
or  its  proper  mixture  and  elaboration  in  the  lungs 
and  heart  ; efpeciaily  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
feurvy,  &c. 

* Morgag.  epift.  xvi.  ami  Hippocr.  Epidcnu 

164.  After  thefe  general  remarks,  we  proceed 

to  hydrothorax , or  dropfy  of  the  chert.  It  was 
named  by  Hippocrates  The  ferous,  or 

watery  fluid,  is  contained  in  one  or  other,  or  in 
both  cavities  of  the  chert  ; or  is  included  in  fome 
cyft  or  iac,  when  fome  of  the  cellular  intexftices 
behind  the  pleura,  or  about  the  lungs  and  peri- 
cardium, or  in  the  mediaftinum  itfelf,  are  fo  ex- 
panded, and  receive  the  watery  fluid  hi  fuoh  a 
manner,  as  to  refemble  bladders  and  fa £3  full  of 
water.  The  firft  is  named  fimpiy  hydrothorax  ^ 
or  hydrothorax  non  free  at  us  ; the  latter  ency  fled 
dropfy , or  face  at  us,  'They  are  both  of  them  diffi- 
cultly recognifable,  but  the  eneyfted  fpecics  much 
more  fo. 

165.  The  fymptoms  of  Ample  hydrothorax,  aCT 
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cording  to  Duverney,  are  as  follows  * : The 
greateft  difficulty  of  breathing ; the  being  capable 
of  lying  eafily  on  the  fide  affeCted,  if  only  one 
fide  fuffer,' while  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  lie 
upon  the  found  fide;  the  refpiration  being  lefs 
impeded  when  the  neck  is  raifed,  or  the  body 
bent  forwards ; and,  laftly,  the  facies  hypocra- 
tica.  To  thefe  fymptoms  fome  add,  oedematous 
fwellings  of  the  feet ; unquenchable  thirft,  or  at 
leafl:  drynefs  of  the  fauces ; extenuation  of  the 
fuperior  extremities ; the  urine  not  correfponding 
with  the  quantity  of  ingefta,  being  generally 
fcanty,  red,  thick,  and  turbid  ; panting  in  amend- 
ing an  acclivity,  or  in  lying  down,  or  during 
fleep,  which  at  night,  in  particular,  is  fo  much 
aggravated,  that  the  patients  are  obliged  to  ftart 
out  of  bed,  and  go  to  the  window  to  breathe 
the  frelli  air ; a dry,  flight  cough,  which  efpe- 
cially  accompanies  the  orthopnoea  at  night;  a 
fmall,  quick  pulfe  ; a fenfe  of  fluctuation  in  the 
bread,  when  the  patient  drifts  his  pofture  in  bed, 
or  is  fhaken  ; palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  the 
like. 

* Mem.  de  V Acad,  des  Selene,  edit.  Ven.  vol.vii.  p.  15 1. 

\ 

1 66.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  thefe 
fymptoms  fcarcely  occur,  unlefs  when  the  difeafe 
has  advanced  pretty  far ; and  that,  when  they  do 
appear,  they  are  very  ambiguous,  as  De  Haen, 
after  Morgagni,  has  {hewn  * ; may,  that  the  re- 
fpiration itfelf,  at  firft,  is  not  much  affedled,  as 
Zimmerman  alfo  has  remarked  f.  Feburi  agrees 
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with  De  Haen,  as,  in  a note  on  that  paflage  of 
Zimmerman,  he  declares  +,  that  fometimes  hy- 
drothorax is  pointed  out  by  no  fymptoms  what- 
ever, until  the  patient  be  brought  to  the  point 
of  death ; and  he  is  furprifed,  that  in  fuch  a cafe 
no  difficulty  of  breathing  took  place,  unlefs  a 
little  before  death.  But  although  I am  willing  to 
allow,  that,  for  various  reafons,  this  may  fome- 

1,  1 

times  happen,  it  is  frequently,  however,  a doubt- 
, ful  point,  whether  the  hydrothorax  exifted  pre- 
yioufly,  or  fupervened  a fficrt  time  before  death. 
Hence  we  muft  not  always  conclude,  that  thofe 
1 patients  who  are  reported  to  have  lain  freely  in 
any  way,  and  to  have  enjoyed  eafy  refpiration, 
were  really  hydropic  ; but  rather,  that  they  only 
fell  into  the  complaint  towards  the  clofe  of  their 
exiftence,  in  confequence  of  which  their  cheft* 
after  death,  has  been  found  full  of  water. 

* Rat.  med.  -f-  Trait,  de  Vexper.  vol.  ii.  p.  31.  f Ibid, 


167.  But  Morgagni  * is  of  opinion,  that  a 
fmall,  low  pulfe,  and  a dry  cough,  or  one  which 
is  nearly  fo,  attended  with  a flight  catarrhal  ex- 
pectoration, when  they  occur  together,  are  not 
fymptoms  of  hydrothorax,  but  rather  of  fome 
other  difeaie  which  may  be  combined  with 
dropfy  of  the  cheft.  Nor  does  he  agree  with 
thofe  who  ccnfider  the  fudden  interruption  of 
the  fleep,  attended  with  a fuffbeating  fenfation, 
as  a pathognomonic  fymptom  f ; for  Helvich 
and  De  Haen  |j,  have  proven,  by  inftances  addu- 

Vol . V.  N 
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ced,  that  it  is  often  found  with  other  fymptomg 
of  hydrothorax,  and  that  it  is  alfo  often  abfent  ; 
and  fubjoins,  that  this  fymptom  is  likewife  com- 
mon to  other  difeafes  of  the  cheft,  namely,  of 
the  lungs,  heart,  aorta,  pericardium,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  fpafmodic  affedtions  of  thefe  parts,  and 
that,  if  it  can  be  ever  reckoned  a pathognomonic 
iymptom  of  hydrothorax?  it  is  then  only,  accord- 
ing to  Vicar,  when  it  has  preceded,  not  followed, 
cedematous  fwellings  of  the  feet  §. 

* De  fed.  et  cauff.  morb.  ep\fl.  xvi.  n.  9.  et  feq.  -f-  RiveriuS, 
Prax.  med.  1.  viii.  c.  v.  Carol.  Pifo,  JDe  morb . a feros . colluv.  ort . 
Jde  hydr.op.  peBor.  ^ Ephem.  N.  C.  cent.  10.  obf.  32.  jj  Rat . 
med.  P.  v.  p.  44.  and  P.  vi.  p.125.  § L.  c.  n.  xi. 

168.  Although,  when  only  one  cavity  of  the 
cheft  is  filled  with  water,-  the  patient  cannot  lie 
upon  the  found  fide,  as  Duverney  (165.}  has 
obferved,  (till  it  fometimes  happens,  that  he  can 
lie  and  breathe  only  upon  the  found  fide.  This 
feems  to  take  place  chiefly,  when  the  fide  of  the 
lungs  which  correfponds  with  the  fide  free  from, 
water,  has  become  morbidly  affected,  fo  as  to  be 
almoft  incapable  of  performing  refpiration,  and 
when  the  lung  in  the  fide  filled  with  water  is 
found,  and  almoft  alone  performs  its  office.  It 
is  not  furprifing,  therefore,  if  an  hydropic  patient 
lies  more  eafily  upon  the  fide  free  from  water, 
when  the  lung,  floating  in  the  water,  is  lefs 
preffed  upon  by  its  being  collected  principally  to- 
wards the  mediaftinum,  in  confequence  of  which 
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it  is  more  freely  expanded  for  the  infpiration  of 
the  air, 

169.  But  if  the  collection  take  place  in  both 
fides  of  the  cheft,  though  more  copioufly  in  the 
one  than  in  the  other,  what  I have  juft  pointed 
out  by  no  means  happens.  For  it  is  then  more 
convenient,  as  it  appears,  to  lie  upon  the  fide 
which  is  more  affeCted,  and  fuller.  Sometimes, 
too,  there  may  be  great  difficulty  of  breathing, 

* . although  the  ferum  contained  in  the  thorax  be 
very  fparing,  provided  it  abound  with  falts,  or 
be  contaminated  with,  any  other  kind  of  acri- 
mony. For  in  that  way  the  lungs  are  fo  velli- 
cated  and  ftimulated,  that  the  refpiratory  organs 
are  thrown  into  fpafmodic  contractions,  and  the 
refpiration  is  almoft  equally  injured  as  when  the 
lungs  are  comprefled  with  a large  collection  of 
water. 

170.  but,  though  there  be  no  real  pathogno- 
monic fymptoms  of  hydrothorax,  let  it  not  be 
imagined,  that  the  complaint  can  lurk  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  admit  of  detection.  For  my 
own  part  I am  of  opinion,  that  we  are  to 
truft  neither  to  one  or  two  fymptoms,  but  that 
we  ought  to  cautioufly  weigh,  firft  each  of  the 
fymptoms  individually,  then  all  of  them  together, 
before  pronouncing  our  judgment  concerning  the 
complaint.  If,  therefore,  upon  a careful  exami- 
nation at  the  beginning,  many  of  the  fymptoms, 
which  I have  already  pointed  out  as  diagnoftis 
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marks  be  found  conjoined,  why  fhould 

the  prefence  of  the  complaint  be  doubted  ? If, 
for  inftance,  the  caufes  of  empyema  have  not 
been  prefent,  while  thofe  which  are  known  to 
be  capable  of  inducing  hydrothorax,  have  been 
prefent ; if  the  refpiration  be  difficult,  or  become 
panting,  or  require  being  performed  with  the  neck 
railed  up  ; if  it  fuddenly  interrupt  the  fleep  with 
a threatening  of  fuffocation ; if  the  difficulty  of 
lying  on  one  or  other  fide  become  greater  ; if 
feme  fluctuation  be  perceived  in  the  cavity  of  the 
cheft,  though  far  from  the  region  of  the  heart ; 
if  oedematous  fwellings,  efpecially  of  the  lower 
extremities,  or  ferotum* ; a cough,  efpecially  a dry 
one  } third  and  fcanty  urine  be  conjoined  ; if 
the  fide  affeCled  exhibit  an  oedematous  fwelling 
externally,  which  fometimes  happens  f ; or  if 
the  fcapula  and  correfponding  arm  become  fwelt- 
ed  and  torpid  t,  which  is  a more  frequent  occur- 
rence ; there  will  be  no  reafon  to  require  more 
decided  proofs  of  the  prefence  of  hydrothorax. 
But  the  diagnofis  of  the  eneyfted  dropfy  (164.)  is 
much  more  difficult,  as  Tonini  ||  has  obferved  it 
without  third:,  fcanty  urine,  oedematous  fwell- 
ings of  the  feet,  or  great  difficulty  of  breathing. 

* Riverius,  Be  hydrop . fed.  c.  i.  IJificr.  Vratijl.  merb.  1699^ 
2 y CO.  Hoffman,  Be  hydrop.  obf.  vii.  f Willis,  Pharm.  rat . 

c.  xvii.  p.  2.  Font  an.  Obi.  anat.  med.  30.  38.  Buechner,  Aft. 
PL  C.  vcL  vi.  obf.  30.  Morgagni,  1.  c.  1.  2.  De  morb . thorac. 
t Morgagni,  1.  c.  Carol.  Pifo,  1.  c.  ||  Atti  del  Accad.  dey 

fjficerth  de  Siena } vol,  ii.  p.  232.  See  an  obfervation  of  Maloet’s. 
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Mem.  tie  VAcad . Roy.  de  Paris , vol.  vii:  p.  171*  A 

jfoldier  labouring  under  ency/led  dropfy  of  the  lungs  was  affected  with, 
the  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing  ; a flow  fever  ; fwellings  of  the 
arms,  hands,  legs,  and  feet  ; turbid,  yellow  urine;  a troublcfome 
cough ; incapability  of  lying  down,  for  he  was  always  obliged  to 
fit  , but  no  fludluation  was  prefent. 

171,  Nor  does  the  hydrocardia,  or  dropfy  of 
the  pericardium,  more  readily  appear.  It  gene- 
rally occurs  when  the  fluid  of  the  pericardium, 
With  which  the  heart  is  lubricated,  increafes  fo 
much  as  to  derange  and  impede  the  adtion  of  the 
heart.  Sometimes,  however,  not  an  aqueous, 
but  a purulent'  fluid,  is  difeovered  in  the  pericar- 
dium, which  produces  nearly  the  fame  effect. 
Hence  two  kinds  of  dropfy  cf  the  pericardium 
are  noticed  by  Avenhrugger  namely,  a watery 
and  a purulent  fpecies.  According  to  him,  the 
purulent  differs  from  the  watery  fpecies,  became, 
in  the  former,  the  water  puts  on  the  appearance 
of  turbid  whey,  and  the  matter,  which  is  fuppu- 
fed  to  be  purulent,  adheres  to  the  heart,  like  fim- 
briae. Others,  again,  deny  that  this  is  a real  pu- 
rulent matter,  as  it  has  only  the  appearance  of 
pus.  Each  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  however, 
whether  the  dropfy  be  aqueous  or  purulent,  be- 
trays itfelf  by  the  fame  marks.  Barrere,  in  his  Ana- 
tomical Obfe.rvations,  although  he  believes  it  to 
be  difficult  to  diftinguifh  between  this  difeafe  and 
dropfy  of  the  cheft,  mentions  that  it  is  accompa- 
nied with  certain  fymptoms  by  which  its  pre- 
fence may  be  certainly  pointed  out.  'Such  are, 
sl  comprefficn  and  fenfe  of  narrows efs  in  the  fore* 

N3 


19$  OF  DROPSY  OF  THE  CHEST,  &C. 

part  of  the  cheft,  where  the  pericardium  is  fr- 
tuate  ; the  refpiration  being  rendered  more  diffi- 
cult, in  confequence  of  the  fwelling  of  the  peri- 
cardium ; a cough,  for  the  moft  part  dry  and 
troublefome  ; inordinate  motion  of  the  heart ; 
palpitation ; fyncope,  fometimes  preceded  by  a 
fenfe  of  fuffocation  ; oedema  of  the  feet ; pale- 
nefs  of  the  face  ; a fmall,  quick,  and  often  irre- 
gular pulfe ; difficulty  of  lying  down,  and  a 
threatening  of  fuffocation,  occafionally  recurring. 
But  how  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  thefe 
fymptoms,  will  appear  from  the  obfervations  of 
Morgagni,  fhortly  to  be  adduced. 

* Inventum  novum  ex  percufiione  thoracis  humani  interni  pec- 
tons  morbi  detegendi.  Vindob. 

172.  To  the  fymptoms  mentioned  by  Barrere 
(171.),  it  feems  proper  to  add,  to  make  the  diag- 
*hofis  more  complete,  a particular  fenfation,  as  if 
the  heart  were  knmerfed  in  water,  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  practitioners,  the  patients 
commonly  complain  *.  The  fad  is  confirmed 
by  Senac  f , who  obferves,  that  he  had  not  met 
with  a more  certain  fymptom  of  hydrothcrax, 
than  a particular  undulatory  motion  between 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  ribs,  efpecially  felt 
by  the  patient,  or  phyfician,  on  applying  his 
hand  when  the  heart  moves  and  palpitates.  Van 
Swieten  remarks,  that  this  undulation  is  much 
more  obfcure  when  the  pericardium  is  intirely 
full.  Such  a palpitation,  however,  accompanied 
with  a fenfe  of  undulation  and  fluctuation.,  was 
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neither  remarked  by  Diemerbroeck  X his  Pa- 
tients, nor  by  Barrere,  in  five  perfons  labouring 
under  the  complaint,  whom  he  attended* 

* This  was  obferved  by  Hercules  Saxonia,  in  a Venetian  ( Med, 
praft . 1.  ii.  c.  viii.)  } and  by  Raym.  Jo.  Fortis,  in  a perfon  of 
lixty  years  of  age.  Cotifil.  cent.  ii.  confil.  46.  ■f-  Du  cceur . 

lib.  iv.  c.  v.  tom.  ii;  p.356.  % Anatom . 1.  ii.  c.  v. 

173.  t have  already  fet  down  (171.),  on 
the  authority  o£  Barrere,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
among  the  fymptoms  of  dropfy  of  the  pericar- 
dium. But  Morgagni  % denies  that  it  is  an  uni- 
form fymptom  of  this  dropfy,  affirming  that,  if 
ever  it  appeared,  it  took  place  when  the  fluid 
with  which  the  pericardium  abounds,  proves 
hurtful  from  its  acrimony,  irritating  and  vellica- 
ting  the  heart,  or  when  a polypus  of  the  heart  is 
conjoined  with  dropfy  of  the  pericardium.  Pal- 
pitation of  the  heart,  therefore,  as  it  is  frequently 
abfent  from  this  complaint,  cannot  be  a pathog- 
nomonic fymptom  of  it.  Moreover,  when  the 
watery  fluid  is  not  gradually,  but  fuddenly  eflu- 
fed  within  the  pericardium,  and  diftends  it  great- 
ly, in  confequence  of  its  fize  it  prefies  down- 
wards upon  the  diaphragm,  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  its  appendages  being  protruded  and  diftrad- 
ed,  excite  an  excruciating  pain  in  the  loins.  This 
pain,  therefore,  might  feem  to  belong  to  dropfy 
of  the  pericardium  : but  neither  does  this  pain 
uniformly  accompany  hydrocardia,  as  Morgag- 
ni has  {hewn,  in  a particular  obfervation  f. 
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Laftiy,  the  fame  learned  writer,  having  collected 
the  obfervations  of  feveral  phyficians,  concerning 
hydrocardia,  and  weighed  them  well,  concludes, 
that  neither  fainting,  nor  cough,  nor  difficulty 
of  breathing,  are  invariably  found  conjoined  with 
it  J.  For  frequently,  while  the  patients  are  fi- 
lent,  or  at  reft,  they  lie  with  the  utmoft  tran-  - 
quillity  in  any  pofture,  but  efpecially  with  their 
head  down,  which  has  been  taken  notice  of  by 
Franc.  Hyppolytus  Albertinh 

* Eptjl.  anat,  ‘med.  xvi.  n.  23.  f Ibid.  n.  45.  J Ibid.  n.  4 6. 

174,  The  thlrfl  alfo,  which  generally  diftrefles 
hydropic,  patients,  is  for  the  moft  part  abfcnt  in 
hydrocardia.  But  by  its  abfence  dropfy  of  the 
pericardium  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  hydro- 
thorax, as,  in  this  laft,  the  thirft  has  fometimes 
been  found  to  be  wanting.  Nor  is  the  oedema 
of  the  feet  fo  peculiar  to  hydrothorax,  that,  by 
this  fymptom,  it  can  be  certainly  diftinguifhed 
from  hydrocardia.  For  although,  in  hydrocardia, 
the  feet  very  feldom  fwell,  this  does  not  fo  rarely 
happen  as  the  cough  or  thirft  *.  But  the  fluc- 
tuation, if  it  be  perceived  any  where,  as  fome- 
times may  happen,  affords  a fymptom  which  is 
not  to  be  overlooked.  We  mud  therefore  guard, 
with  the  utmoft  diligence,  againft  any  fallacy,  or 
miftaking  the  fymptoms  for  thofe  of  empyema  f. 

* Morgagni,  1.  c.  n.  46.  f Id.  l.c.  n.  24.  & 31). 

175.  Not  a few  writers  of  great  reputation  have 
perfuaded  themfelves,  that  hydrocardia  is  indica- 
ted by  emaciation,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  flow  fever. 
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palenefs  of  the  face,  languor  of  the  eyes,  and  cold- 
nefs  of  the  extremities,  and  truft  not  a little  to 
thefe  marks  : but  thefe  fymptoms,  for  the  moft 
part,  are  obferved  to  be  common  to  other  fpecies 
of  dropfy  of  the  cheft.  Vieuffens  confiders  as  a 
fymptom  of  the  greateft  importance  in  this  com- 
plaint, a lead  colour  of  the  eye-lids  end  Ups , al- 
though it  does  not  always  follow  dropfy  of  the 
pericardium,  nor  is  it  always  feparated  from  other 
difeafes  of  the  cheft  *.  Morgagni  alfo  confiders 
as  doubtful  fymptoms  of  this  dropfy,  “ the  weight 
oppreffing  and  conftridting  the  heart,  or  the 
weight  of  the  heart,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  prs> 
cordia,”  mentioned  by  Graetz,  Albertini,  Lan- 
cifi,  Hoffman,  Fantoni  the  father,  Sehfeibert 
and  Fifcher  : firft,  becaufe  they  are  not  noticed 
in  the  accurate  obfervations  of  Vieuffens,  and  by 
Olaus  Borrichi  are  profeffedly  excluded  ; and, 
next,  becaufe  they  were  intirely  wanting  in  thofe 
cafes  which  he  took  from  the  hiftory  of  Valfal- 
va,  or  which  he  himfelf  enumerated  ; and  if  ever 
they  have  been  obferved,  as  it  may  be  found  in 
the  works  of  Gerbe2,  Bonet,  Keller,  Reiman,  in 
that  cafe  not  only  dropfy  of  the  cheft,  but  other 
difeafes  alfo,  from  which  thefe  fymptoms  might 
have  been  derived,  were  prefent  f. 

* Morgagni,  1.  c.  n.  47.  f Id.  ib. 

17 6.  As  hydrocardia,  therefore,  is  frequently 
conjoined  with  other  difeafes  of  the  prsecordia,  it 
neceflarily  follows,  that  it  can  fcarce  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  any  fymptoms,  in  confequenceAof  the  marks 
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of  each  complaint,  or  fometimes  of  feveral  being 
confufed  and  oppofed  to  each  other,  as  Alberti- 
ni  * appropriately  and  candidly  confefles,  taught 
by  the  obfervations  which  he  had  made.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  he  adduces  in  point  feveral  remarks, 

confirmed  by  long  and  extenfive  practice,  to 

*» 

eftablifh  the  faCt,  which  it  will  be  attended  with 
advantage  to  lay  before  the  reader.  u If,”  fays 
he,  w the  dropfy  of  the  pericardium  be  folitary, 
pure,  and  fimple,  it  may  at  leaft  in  fome  mea- 
fure  be  pointed  out  by  the  pulfe  being  compara- 
tively foft,  rather  frequent,  and  generally  fmall  f , 
fuch  as  is  felt  if  the  heart  be  flaccid  and  lax,  and 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  pericardium  be  vifcid, 
fluggifli,  watery,  and  infipid.  But  if  it  be  acrid 
and  faline,  in  addition  to  the  fmallnefs  and  fre- 
quency of  the  pulfe,  a vibration  and  tenfion  fu- 
pervene.  If,  however,  it  be  very  abundant,  and 
in  fome  meafure  opprefs  the  heart,  then  the 
pulfe  becomes  fmall,  quicker,  and  low.  But  it 
is  not  very  intermitting  and  irregular,  unlefs  o- 
ther  morbid  ftates  of  the  prsecordia  be  combined 
with  the  hydrocardia.”  He  adds  : a That  there 
is  either  no  cough,  or  a gentle  and  dry  one,  or 
one  which  throws  off  a lymphatic  expectoration, 
which  feems  to  be  derived  from  the  fwelling  of 
the  pericardium  comprefling  the  lungs.  More- 
over, that  the  difficulty  of  lying  down,  and  the 
neceflity  of  frequently  fitting  up,  fcarcely  ever 
happens  in  this  difeafe,  excepting  in  confequence 
of  food  or  drink,  emotions  of  the  mind,  or  mo- 
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tlon  of  the  body,  even  when  the  patient  only 
moves  himfelf  in  bed.  And  although  the  mo- 
tion of  the  heart  be  increafed  by  any  moderate 
change  of  place,  or  by  walking,  approaching  to 
a fenfe  of  tremor,  while  at  the  fame  time  a diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  or  rather  apnoea,  and  op- 
preffion  of  the  fternum,  are  combined  with  a 
kind  of  pain  and  reftleffhefs  ; that  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  notwithftanding,  are  chiefly,  if  not  intirely, 
allayed  on  the  patient  being  compofed  to  reft, 
providing  the  fluid  of  the  pericardium  be  not  fo 
acrid  as  to  conftantly  roufe  the  irritability  of  the 
heart,  or  to  have  corroded  its  furface.”  Laftiy, 
he  remarks,  that  nearly  fimilar  fymptoms  take 
place  when  the  pericardium  has  become  indurated 
any  where,  or  loofely  attached  to  the  heart,  as  if 
by  means  of  a membranous  ligament. 

* Comment . Acad.  Sclent.  Bonon . vol.  i.  p.  389. 

•f*  I myfelf  have  more  than  once  had  an  opportunity  of  obfer- 
ving  fuch  a pulfe  in  hydrocardia. 

177.  I muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  Daig- 
nan  differs  fomewhat  from  Albertini ; for  he  af- 
fterts,  that  patients  labouring  under  this  complaint 
cannot  with  eafe  continue  for  any  length  of  time 
in  the  fame  fituation,  and  therefore  frequently 
ffiift  it ; which,  it  is  probable,  happens  when  the 
patient  is  not  affected  with  the  pure  and  Ample 
complaint.  The  fame  author  remarks,  that  they 
are  more  or  lefs  frequently  feized  with  fyncope* 
according  to  the  diverlity  of  their  pofition  in  ly- 
ing ; in  which  refpedt  Albertini  agrees  with  him. 
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who  had  pointed  out  that  fymptom  before,  as  ha- 
ving been  frequently  obferved  by  him.  If  to 
thefe  fymptoms  be  added,  the  undulation , of  which 
Senac  has  made  mention,  and  the  fenfation  which 
the  patients  experience,  as  if  their  heart  were 
floating  in  water,  he  does  not  hefitate  concerning 
the  prefence  of  hydrocardia. 

178.  Morgagni,  who  is  didinguifhed  both  for 
the  depth  of  his  medical  knowledge,  and  for  his 
caution  and  circumfpe&ion  in  determining  fuch 
points,  affirms  that  many  other  things  mud  be 
taken  into  confideration.  That  we  may  not  there- 
fore depart  from  his  admonitions  and  cautions, 
if  fymptoms  of  other  difeafes  of  the  cheft,  efpe- 
cially  of  hydrothorax,  as  a fenfe  of  fiu&uation 
far  removed  from  the  feat  of  the  heart,  difficulty 
of  breathing  interrupting  the  fleep,  u-neafy  lying 
on  one  or  other  fide,  or  the  patient  being  almoft 
intirely  incapable  of  doing  it,  be  abfent ; if  the 
oedematous  fwellings  of  the  joints,  cough,  and 
third,  be  not  prefent  at  all,  or  very  flight ; on 
the  other  hand,  if  a certain  weight  be  felt  at  the 
region  of  the  heart,  and  the  heart  itfelf  be  op- 
prefTed  by  the  motion  of  the  body,  and  feem  as 
it  were  conftrided,  the  breathing  being  in  fome 
meafure  interrupted  ; and  if  thefe  fymptoms,  on 
the  body  being  redored  to  red,  fhortly  ceafe,  or 
be  diminifhed,  and  the  breathing  be  performed 
more  eafily  when  the  patient  lies  with  his  head 
low  ; if,  I fay,  all  or  feveral  of  thefe  fymptoms 
be  conjoined,  it  is  confidered  as  probable,  that 
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dropfy  of  the  pericardium  is  prefent  (1.  c.  n.  48.). 
And  this  will  be  rendered  {till  more  probable,  if 
the  patient  feel  as  if  the  heart  were  floating  in  wa- 
ter, or  experience  a fenfation  of  water  fluctuating 
in  the  pericardium,  and  not  elfewhere.  Nor  are  the 
fymptoms  adduced  in  par.  177.  as  well  as  thofe 
which,  if  not  always,  are  certainly  fometimes 
conjoined  with  hydrocandia,  to  be  overlooked. 

179.  Befides  hydrothorax  and  hydrocardia, 
the  lungs  are  liable  to  a fnnilar  affeCtion  alfo. 
For  when  the  ferum  or  lymph  ftagnates  in  the 
cellular  texture,  by  which  the  veflels  of  the  lungs 
are  united  together,  dropfy,  or  oedema  of  the 
lungs,  is  occafioned  Sometimes  fome  of  the 
cells,  or,  according  to  others,  fome  of  the  lym- 
phatics, become  fo  filled  with  aqueous  fluid, 
and  are  fo  diftended,  as  to  exhibit  cyfts,  or  hy- 
datids.,  of  a pellucid  colour,  or  full  of  variegated 
matter,  by  which  the  lungs  are  confequently 
comprefied.  Each  of  thele  affeCHons  deranges 
the  functions  of  refpiraticn  not  a little. 

* An  cedema  of  the  lungs,  as  appearing  on  diffeftion,  is  recorded 
by  Maloet,  in  the  Comment.  PAcad.  des  Scienc . Par.  an.  1732. 
p.  350.  *,  as  alfo  byJSarrere,  Obferv.  Anat.  p.  109.  and  by  Tozzetti, 
Cjfcrvaz.  p.  83.-,  by  Luca  Tozzi,  and  others. 

180.  The  fame  caufes  as  thofe  which  induce 
other  kinds  of  dropfy  (161.  162.  1 63.  j occafion 
it,  efpecial’iy,  however,  in  children,  who  are 
more  liable  to  this  difeafe,  errors  in  diet,  fup- 
preffion  of  the  itch,  :he  mealies  and  fcarlet  fever 
being  imperfedly  relolved  ; and  in  adults,  immo- 
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derate  and  hard  riding,  chlorofis,  retiring  of  cede- 
. matous  fwellings  of  the  feet,  &c.  Dropfy  of  the 
lungs  may  be  fufpe£ted,  if,  immediately  on  all 
or  fome  of  the  external  parts  of  the  body  begin- 
ning to  be  affedled  with  an  oedematous  fwelling, 
likewife  difficult  breathing  ffiould  fupervene.  For 
a fmall  quantity  of  ferum  collected  in  the  cells  of 
the  lungs  impedes  the  refpiration  more  than  a 
greater  quantity  effufed  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax.  Our  fufpicions  will  be  more  confirmed, 
if  the  face,  without  fymptoms  of  hydrothorax 
and  hydrocardia,  become  fwelled  ; if  the  feet  ap- 
pear flightly  oedematous  ; and  if  the  pulfe  become 
in  fome  meafure  ftippreffed  ; as  we  learn  from 
the  obfervations  of  Albertini  and  Simfon.  It  is 
to  be  obferved  likewife,  that  a cough,  and  a cer- 
tain difficulty  of  breathing,  are  fometimes  pre- 
fent  in  this  complaint 

* To  thefe  fymptoms  it  feems  proper  to  add,  fuch  as  we  have, 
noticed  from  Maloet,  at  the  end  of  par.  170.  after  note  Jj,  which 
may  illuflrate  the  diagnoiis, 

PROGNOSIS, 

1 8 1.  From  a confideration  of  the  caufes,  if 
thefe  can  be  difcovered,  the  prognofis  is  princi- 
pally to  be  inferred.  If  aji  organic  injury  have 
given  rife  to  the  dropfy,  it  cannot  at  all  be  difcuff* 
ed,  or  at  lead  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  ; and  if 
by  chance  it  be  difcuffed,  it  undoubtedly  returns. 
It  is  likewife  incurable  when  it  arifes  from  the 
laceration  of  the  lymphatics,  or  from  the  rupture 
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of  any  branch  of  the  thoracic  du£t,  or  from  that 
of  hydatids.  When  it  arifes  from  the  laft  caufe, 
it  attacks  the  patient  fuddenly,  and  frequently 
with  a fenfe  of  water  dropping,  or  of  fome  rup- 
ture  The  more  fcanty  the  urine  is,  the  lefs 
hopes  of  a recovery  are  there.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, the  quantity  of  urine  is  a deceitful  fymp- 
tom,  namely,  when  the  other  fymptoms  are 
not  difeuffed,  or  when  the  refpiration  becomes 
fhortly  again  oppreffed.  When  the  complaint 
proceeds  from  fever,  or  from  immoderate  evacua- 
tions, it  is  not  efteemed  to  be  equally  dangerous 
as  when  it  originated  from  no  evident  caufe* 
Likewife  the  oedema  which  arifes  as  if  in  con- 
fequence  cf  a depofition  of  febrile  matter,  is 
not  greatly  to  be  apprehended,  according  to  Sy- 
denham f.  The  oedematous  fwellings  and  ana- 
farca,  for  the  mod  part  take  place  from  caufes 
which  are  not  fo  obftinate.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, they  may  be  the  effeCts  of  fome  internal 
morbid  condition,  deeply  feated,  which  cannot 
be  removed  or  overcome.  The  expectoration  of 
blood,  which  fupervenes  in  hydrothorax,  molt 
frequently  is  the  forerunner  of  death ; for  it  is 
the  confequcnce  of  erofion,  or  great  compreffion 
of  the  lungs,  or  of  their  veffels  being  in  a great 
meafure  obftrufted.  With  refpeCi  to  the  hydro- 
cardia,  it  is  not  only  full  of  danger,  but  of  long 
continuance,  and  difficultly  curable.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  cedema  of  the  lungs,  if  it  be 
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quickly  recognifed,  is  more  eafily  refolved  by 
diarrhoea,  difeharge  of  urine,  and  anacatharfis, 

* Lower,  Willis,  and  Tozzetti,  relate  limilar  cafes. 
f Trad;,  de  hydrop . 


THE  CURE . 


1S2.  The  method  of  cure  in  dropfy  is  - mani- 
fold ; nor  is  the  fame  mode  of  treatment  applicable 
to  every  fpecies  of  the  complaint.  Often  that 
which  removes  one  fpecies,  would  be  highly  pre- 
judicial in  another.  For  it  has . been  proven,  as 
Becher  alfo  affirms  that  dropfies  have  fome- 
times  been  cured  by  means  of  aperients  ; diure- 
tics ; fudoriiics ; tonics  ; purgatives  ; emetics ; hy- 
dragogues  ; cathartics  ; mercurial  falivation  ; dry 
air,  and  expofure  to  the  fun’s  rays  ; the  dry  and 
fpirituous  bath  ; dry  meat,  and  abftinence  from 
drink  ; copious  drink  ; narcotics  ; incraffants  ; 
antifcorbutics  ; oily  undions  and  fridions  ; the 
bath  ; vapours  ; injedions  ; emollient  cataplafms ; 
bleeding;  paracentefis  ; fcarifications;  blifters,  and 
other  irritating  remedies ; the  adual  cautery ; 
the  inoculation  of  the  itch  ; and,  laftly,  merely  by 
the  powers  of  nature.  Upon  the  whole,  however, 
in  attempting  the  cure  of  dropfy,  four  indications 
prefent  themfelves  ; namely,  to  evacuate  the  ex-, 
ceffive  quantity  of  ferous  and  lymphatic  fluid  ; 
to  remove  the  obftacles  to  the  free  circulation  ; 
to  reftore  its  due  crafis  to  the  blood ; and,  laftly, 
to  ftrengthen  the  folids.  Hence,  in  leucophleg- 
zpdia,  anafarca,  and  oedematous  fwellings,  it  is 
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firft  neceflary  to  purge  the  belly  by  fome  gentle 
medicine,  as  rhubarb  ; fenna ; Glauber’s  falts, 
or  foluble  tartar  ; cryftals  of  tartar  f ; jalap  ; 
fcammony ; fyrup  of  hartfhorn  ; and  manna  ; 
by  means  of  which  not  only  is  the  fordes  of  the 
primce  vice  evacuated,  but  likewife  the  ferous  col- 
luvies  powerfully  drawn  off.  And  thefe  reme- 
dies muft  occafionally  be  repeated  with  caution, 
and  in  due  quantity,  until  the  fwelling  of  the 
parts  appears  to  intirely  fubiide. 

* Rechercb. far  V by  dr  op.  p.  3.  f Menghin,  in  tlie  Com . 

Acad.  Bonon.  relates  feveral  hiftories  of  dropfies,  which  he  clearly 
removed  by  the  continued  employment  of  cryftals  of  tartar. 

183.  But  if  lentor  and  vifeidity  of  the  fluids 
be  likewife  conjoined  with  a ferous  colluvies,  and 
if  the  vifeera  and  vefiels  be  interrupted  by  ob~ 
flrudtions, — incifive,  aperient,  and  gently  diuretic 
remedies  ought  to  be  interpofed  among  the  ca- 
thartics. To  this  clafs  belong  chiefly,  the  lixivial 
falts  of  wormwood,  of  the  ftalks  of  beans,  of  the 
lefier  centaury,  and  of  genifta  5 likewife  the  neu- 
tral falts,  as  vitriolated  tartar,  fal  polychreft,  fal 
ammoniac,  nitre,  the  arcanum  duplicatum,  the 
terra  foliata  tartari  ; and,  laftly,  the  ferulaceous 
gums,  as  gum-ammoniac,  fagapenum,  and  gal- 
banum  ; and  the  refmous  gums,  efpecially  Venice 
turpentine  ; which  laft  are  principally  ferviceable 
when  the  languid  power  of  the  foiids  requires 
being  excited  by  a gentle  and  aromatic  ftimulus. 
To  thefe  ought  to  be  added,  deco&icns  of  th? 
Vol.  V,  ° (> 
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five  aperient  roots,  of  madder,  turmeric,  eryn- 
go,  ononis,  and  Virginian  fnake-root,  as  well  as 
that  of  our  own  country  ; contrayerva,  pareira. 
brava,  faffafras  wood,  juniper,  maftich,  and  the 
like  ; the  laft  of  which,  in  particular,  are  admif- 
fible  when  the  difeafe  has  originated  from  checked 
perfpiration.  But  if  repelled  itch,  or  fupprefiion 
of  other  cuticular  difeafes,  have  preceded,  reme- 
dies prepared  from  antimony,  fulphur,  and  vi- 
pers, are  well  adapted  to  the  cure  : likewife  the 
inoculation  or  communication  of  the  itch  ; bli- 
fters ; iflues ; and  fo  forth.  And,  in  the  laft 
place,  we  ought  not  to  omit  antifcorbutic  or  antive- 
nereal  remedies,  if  the  complaint  be  kept  up  by 
fcurvy,  or  by  a venereal  taint.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  the  employment  of  diure- 
tics, by  which  anafarca  has  been  removed,  not 
unfrequently  is  in  a ftiort  time  fucceeded  by  pe- 
ripneumony,  which  quickly  proves  fatal,  as  we 
have  often  unexpectedly  found  to  happen. 

184.  In  the  fpecies  of  cachexy,  or  dropfy, 
which  fupceeds  to  exceflive  evacuations  of  blood, 
or  any  fluid,  we  mu  ft  employ  bitters,  ftomachics, 
and  ftrengtliening  remedies.  Of  thefe  the  chief 
are,  wormwood ; wrhite  horehound ; german- 
der ; the  eupatorium  of  Mefue ; fouthernwood ; 
orange-bark ; that  of  cafcarilla  and  cinchona ; 
quafly-wood  ; from  which  decoCtions,  extracts, 
wines,  tindures,  powders,  electuaries,  and  pills, 
are  prepared.  In  particular,  chalybs,  or  fteel,  is 
celebrated  3 the  employment  of  which,  however, 
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Geoffroy  fufpe&s.  Thefe  remedies,  alfo,  feem  to 
be  proper  when  the  menftrual  or  hsemorrhoidal 
flux  have  flopped,  and  thus  given  rife  to  the  com- 
plaint. 

185.  When  the  ferous  exceeds  the  other  parts 
of  the  blood,  or  feparates  from  the  mixture  of 
them,  hydragogues  and  diuretics  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed with  the  greateft  caution,  left,  by  their 
diffolving  property,  what  remains  of  the  red 
blood  fhould  become  more  and  more  diffolved. 
Laxatives,  and  refolving  and  ftimulant  remedies, 
for  the  mod  part  are  reprobated  by  Cafimir  Medi- 
But  when  the  pulfe  and  blood  are  in- 


cus 


fiammatory,  he  advifes  the  employment  of  bleed- 
ing, and  mentions  that  antifpafmodics  are  not 
to  be  difregarded  f.  In  anafarca  unaccompanied 
with  fever,  Baglivi  propofes  exciting  fweat  by  the 
vapour-bath,  and  the  fleams  of  fpirits  of  wine, 
or  by  bladders  filled  with  an  aromatic  decoftion 
applied  to  the  body  on  both  fides  J.  Cafimir 
Medicus  recommends  the  application  of  hot  cin- 
ders, and  frictions  with  oil  and  common  fait,  ac- 
companied with  the  internal  employment  of  cry- 
ftals  of  tartar  ; for  in  this  manner  the  ferum  is 
re-abforbed  into  the  veffels,  and  carried  to  the 
urinary  paffages  j|.  Others  order  the  application 
of  blifters  to  the  legs  §,  nor  do  they  fear  any  bad 
confequence  from  the  employment  of  them.  I 
find  them  propofed  in  the  anafarca  which  takes 
place  in  pregnant  women  H ; becaufe  in  them 
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diuretics  are  confidered  as  being  almoft  nugatory, 
if  not  hurtful ; while  cathartics,  on  account  cf 
the  rifk  of  inducing  abortion,  are  dangerous  ; for, 
in  confequence  of  the  fwelled  ftate  of  the  uterus, 
the  veins  are  fo  comprefled,  that  the  return  of 
the  blood  through  them  is  retarded,  or  even  pre- 
vented, in  confequence  of  which,  either  an  eflfu- 
fion  of  ferurn  takes  place  into  the  adipofe  cells, 
or  the  due  abforption  from  them  (162.)  is  not 
performed 

* Com.  Lipf.  fuppl.  2.  to  decad.  p.  221.  f Id  ib.  t Frau, 
nad.  lib.  i.  c.  13.  ||  Gbferv.  med.  vol.  ii.  p.  696.  § Targ. 

Tozzetti,  Offer  va%.  p.  83.  Com.  Lipf.  De  reb . in  fcient.  nat, 

cl  med.  gej}.  vol.  v.  P.  iv.  p.  648. 

**  Certain  remedies  in  anafarca,  afcites,  and  leucophlegmatia, 
propofed  by  the  author,  are  to  be  found  in  Vol.  II.  par.  92.  & 149. 
which  may  be  confulted. 

186.  Befides  blifters  for  procuring  an  outlet  to 
the  ferous  humour,  incifions  alfo  ought  to  be  * 
made  in  the  Ikin.  They  ought  to  be  formed  up- 
on the  lower  part  of  the  tibia,  two  inches  above 
the  ankle,  fo  as  to  penetrate  to  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, but  not  to  reach  beyond  it.  But  inflam- 
mation, pain,  and  fometimes  even  gangrene, 
are  frequently  the  confequence  of  fuch  flight 
wTounds.  To  prevent  this  accident,  they  ought 
to  be  fomented,  as  is  generally  recommended, 
with  a deco&ion  of  emollient  herbs,  to  which 
have  been  added  fpirits  of  wine  and  camphor ; or 
if  gangrene  be  rather  apprehended,  fuch  a dan- 
ger mult  be  prevented  by  the  employment  oi  an- 
tifeptics  and  cordials.  Fothergili  * prefers  fcarifi- 
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cation,  by  means  of  a cupping-glafs,  to  incifions, 
as  being-  fafer,  and  lefs  liable  to  this  inconve- 
nience. I myfelf,  long  before  Fothergill  had 
propofed  it,  employed  this  remedy,  and  thus  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  the  ferious  confequences 
which  are  occafioned  by  the  incifions.  But  as 
every  rilk  of  inflammation  and  gangrene  is  not 
prevented  by  fcarification,  Lawrence  devifed  ano- 
ther remedy,  namely,  a Angle  incifion  near  the 
ankle,  fmall  but  deep,  to  prevent  the  too  great 
difeharge  of  fluids  and  fphacelus  f.  This  eva- 
cuation alfo  may  be  employed  in  the  cafe  of  af- 
cites  For  nature  has  frequently  been  obferved 
to  attempt  it  of  her  own  accord  ||.  But  after  the 
ferous  colluvies  has  thus  been  drawn  off,  the  flac- 
cid and  relaxed  parts  ought  to  be  ftrengthened 
by  bandages,  that  frefli  fluid  may  not  flow  into 
them,  as  Van  Swieten  appropriately  fuggefts. 

* Com . de  reb.  in  feient.  nat.  et  med.  geQ.  vol.  xviii.  p.  396. 

t dt  hydrop . p.  49.  Sc  57.  J Meade,  Monit.  et 

prxe.  med.  c.  viii.  ||  J 28. 

§ It  feems  proper  here  to  fubjoin  the  method  employed  by  Tif- 
fot,  which  we  found  among  the  author’s  papers.  In  the  firft  place, 
he  difapproves  of  the  application  of  cantharides,  which  are  recom- 
mended by  others,  as  proving  injurious  in  confequence  of  their  acri- 
mony. For  the  acrid  humour  flowing  out  irritates  the  Ikin,  and 
inflames  it.  Hence  the  danger  of  gangrene.  I find  fcarifications 
alfo  liable  to  the  fame  obje&ion,  efpecially  in  a habit  with  ill-con- 
ditioned fluids.  He  therefore  applies  to  the  legs  the  root  of  bryony , 
cut  into  fmall  flips,  and  afterwards  flightly  pounded  and  heated, 
which,  by  the  gentle  irritation  it  affords,  is  capable  of  drawing  off 
the  ferum.  The  firft  application  brings  off  nothing,  but  after  twelvq 
liours  it  is  renewed,  until  the  duration  of  the  flow  appear  certain* 
Epijl*  var.  arg«  p.  144. 145. 
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187.  Sometimes  cathartics  (182.),  even  of  the 
more  acrid  kind,  fcarce  at  all  excite  the  bowels. 
In  that  cafe  the  juice  of  the  iris  palujlris , taken 
to  the  extent  of  eighty  drops,  in  any  fyrup,  eve- 
ry two  hours,  is  faid  to  have  drawn  off  a great 
quantity  of  ferous  fluid,  and  afterwards  given  in 
a fmaller  dofe,  to  have  reftored  the  patient  The 
infpiflated  juice  of  the  berries  of  dwarf-elder, 
without  producing  acrimony  and  heat,  is  reported 
by  feveral  to  have  proved  ferviceable,  by  roufing 
all  the  excretions  f.  Anafarca,  attended  with  dif- 
ficult refpiration,  which  at  the  fame  time  indi- 
cated oedema  of  the  lungs  j,  when  fucceeding  to 
errors  in  the  diet,  or  repelled  itch,  or  exceflive  mo- 
tion, and  hard  riding,  or  fuppreflion  of  the  men- 
fes,  has  frequently  been  cured  by  Albertini  ||  by 
means  of  gentle  hydragogues,  diuretics,  fteel,  vi- 
per-foup,  and  occafionally,  which  would  appear 
ftrange  to  fome,  by  bleeding  itfelf.  And  with 
yegard  to  bleeding,  when  plethora  is  fufpedl- 
ed  to  be  prefect,  and  the  habit  is  otherwife  good, 
it  is  frequently  neceflary  at  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  efpecially  in  oedematous  fwellings 
of  the  feet,  or  recent  anafarca.  The  fafeft  of 
all  kinds  of  bleeding  is  that  which  is  obtain- 
ed from  the  veins  of  the  anus,  by  means  of 
leeches. 

* Edlnb . med.  ejfays , vol.  v.  p.  107.  f TilTot,  epifr.  138. 

± Com.  aft.  Sclent.  Bonon.  vol.  i.  1.  c.j  ||  Lieberkuehn  forced 

y/ater  colle£ted  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  lungs  to  defcent}, 
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by  means  of  the  pediluvium,  through  the  cellular  fubftance  to  the 
legs,  and  next  employed  ftrcngthening  remedies.  Tiffot,  1.  c. 
p.  146. 

188.  Like  wife  certain  external  remedies  pro- 
mote the  cure.  Gentle,  long-continued,  and 
gradually  increafed  fridtion,  has  frequently  pro- 
ved ferviceable.  When  the  oedema  does  not  de- 
pend upon  an  internal  morbid  ftate,  but  is  rather 
kept  up  by  laxity  of  the  veflels  and  cellular  mem- 
brane, refolving  flours,  heated  in  an  oven,  a fand 
bath,  and  the  powders  of  difcufling  and  {Lengthen- 
ing herbs,  ought  to  be  applied  warm.  Likewife 
burdock-leaves,  applied  round  the  legs,  draw  out 
a great  quantity  of  ferum.  But,  according  to 
Ludwig,  this  is  perhaps  more  effectually  done  by 
the  root  of  the  raphanus  rufticanus,  bruifed  and 
applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet.  The  leg:  a ’ fo 
ought  to  be  {Lengthened  by  means  of  {Long  li- 
nen cloth  wrapped  hard  round,  that  the  fluid  may 
not  find  accefs  to  the  tumour.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  guard  againft  thofe  things  which  power- 
fully difcufs  or  reprefs  fwellings  of  the  feet,  if 
the  oedematous  fwellings  appear  to  be  fymptoms 
of  dropfy  of  the  cheft,  abdomen,  or  of  any  other 
internal  affedtion.  For  the  vitiated  or  abundant 
humour,  when  forced  to  the  internal  part,  is  fol- 
lowed with  bad  confequences.  Hence  Hamil- 
ton * was  of  opinion,  that  the  oedematous  dwell- 
ing of  the  feet  and  hip-joints,  which  fupervenes 
in  fevers,  ought  to  be  oppofed  by  the  interna! 
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employment of  fpirit  of  feurvy-grafs.  He  ad  mini- 
ftered  twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  this  fpirit  in  a pro- 
per vehicle,  occafionally  interpofmg  purging  of  the 
belly.  Lange  f recommends  fait  of  tartar  to  the  ex- 
tent of  fifteen  grains,  and  fometimes  to  a fcruple, 
given  every  day  in  the  morning,  for  a week,  drink- 
ing over  it  an  infufion  of  bruifed  juniper-berries. 
Van  Swieten  J has  left  us  an  ufeful  caution,  name- 
ly, that  purgatives  prove  hurtful  when  the  oede- 
matous  fwelling  fupervenes  upon  intermitting  fe- 
vers before  they  are  removed  ; but  that  friftion  || 
proves  ferviceable,  and  wine  prepared  with  bit- 
ters and  aromatics.  In  which  refpedl  Ludwig 
agrees  with  him  §. 

* Dz  febr , miliar . c.ix*  f Mifcel.  verit.  fafe.  i.  p.  68 . 

t § 753-  ||  c^n'  § 96.  § TifTot,  in  the 

epiitle  quoted,  p.  139.  fays,  “ That  it  is  no  new  thing  to  rub  afcitic 
patients  with  oil.  The  abdomen  is  rubbed  for  an  hour,  morning 
and  evening,  with  the  hand  dipped  in  oil  of  olives,  and  a few  days 
afterwards,  in  confequence  of  the  patient  making  water  profufely, 
the  fwelling  fubfides.” 

189.  Many  of  the  remedies  enumerated  above 
(182.)  are  proper  Hkewife  in  hydrothorax  and 
hydrocardia.  In  thefe  complaints,  however,  diu- 
retics are  more  extolled,  among  which  a chief 
place  is  held  by  the  pulvis  afellorurn,  or  the  juice 
exprefled  from  them  ; turpentine  ; balfam  of  Co- 
paiva,  or  the  peruvian  balfam  ; fpirit  of  fweet 
fait,  or  nitre ; fquill-root  ; the  wine  and  oxymel 
of  fquills  ; the  liquor  of  the  terra  foliata  tartari  ; 
the  volatile  fait  of  amber ; the  milk  of  gum-am- 
moniac, and  the  like.  It  is  proper  to  obierve, 
however,  that  the  fquill-root,  as  it  ads  with  a 
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certain  cauftic  principle,  frequently  irritates  the 
delicate  ftrudture  of  the  lungs  too  much,  and,  as 
it  were,  inflames  them.  On  which  account 
Wagner  endeavours  to  in  fome  meafure  correft  it 
by  the  addition  of  nitre,  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — Rec.  Rad.  fcilL  s.  p.  gr.  iv.  ad  gr.  x.  nitri 
purifflmi  gr.  viij.  ad  gr.  x.  *.  It  is  likewife  corredt- 
ed,  as  Lange  informs  us  f , by  the  flowers  of 
caflia,  mixed  with  nitre.  Others,  in  order  to 
blunt  its  poifonous  and  acrid  nature,  add  to  it 
the  root  of  vincctoxicum ; and  this  is  done  chiefly 
by  Heifler,  Rahn,  and  Cattaneus  J.  The  oxy- 
mel  Colchicum  is  recommended  by  Stdrck  for 
the  cure  of  every  fpecies  of  dropfy,  and  particu- 
larly for  hydrothorax  and  other  ferous  difeafes, 
and  various  cures  are  related.  Of  it  not  more 
than  a drachm  or  two,  or  at  moil  half  an  ounce 
a-day,  is  at  intervals  given.  Scopulus  jj  mentions, 
that  by  means  of  this  oxymel  he  had  cured  an 
old  woman  of  fixty-five  years  of  age,  who  had 
fallen  into  a dropfy ; but  that  he  had  employed  it 
without  fuccefs  in  two  other  hydropic  cafes. 
Among  the  diuretic  remedies,  Sydenham’s  medi- 
cated wine  does  not  rank  laft.  It  is  thus  prepa- 
red : — Rec.  Ciner.  genyl.  lib . j.  Inf  mid.  frigid,  in 

vim  Rhenan.  lib.  iv.  Add.  fol.  Abfinth.  vulgaris 
m.  j.  Delude  filtrat.  liq.  unc.  iij.  dentur  bis  vcl 
icr  in  die  horis  medicis . For  by  means  of  this  re- 
medy feveral  hydropic  patients  are  faid  to  have 
been  reitored.  It  appears,  however,  to  be  better 
calculated  for  the,  removal  of  afcitcs, 
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* Regnaudot  propofes  a formula  ftmilar  to  that  of  Wagner 
sgainft  anafarca  and  other  fpecies  of  dropfy,  which  is  thus  compo- 
led  : — Rec.  Rad.  fcillae  recent,  p.  j.  v.  gr.  ferup.  iv.  Salis  de 
duob.  part.  iij.  v.  g.  drach.  iv.  In  mortario  marmoreo  fubigantur 
rite  fimul,  donee  fiat  malfa  aequalis.  Ex  hac  f.  pil.  gr.  xij.  et  fic- 
cari  finantur.  Dohs  n.  iv.  bis  in  die.  Superbibenda  infuf.  plantar, 
aperient,  cum  vin.  alb.  q.  s.  Serum  ladlis  cum  antifcorbuticis  in- 
terdiu  detur.  Hifl.  de  la  Soe . Roy.  de  med.  vol.  ii.  p.  226. 

f Mifcel.  verit . fafe.  I.  p.  66.  The  dried  fruit  of  the  laurus 
kcjlanica  baccis  calliculatis , lately  brought  to  us,  are  named  the  flowers 
of  the  cafia  cinnammomea. 

J liflot,  in  the  epiflle  quoted,  fays,  Ci  That  fquills  are  a great 
remedy  in  dropfy,  when  given  in  a dofe  fo  as  to  a&  on  the  kidneys 
(p.114.).  But  they  prove  hurtful  by  weakening  the  ftomach, 
which  is  afterwards  ftrengthened  by  the  employment  of  the  bark. 
In  the  fecond  place,  they  are  an  acrid  remedy,  and  excite  univerfal 
pains  \ nay,  they  even  derange  the  nerves,  which  may  be  prevent- 
ed by  the  addition  of  camphor.  In  the  third  place,  they  diffolve 
and  diflipate  the  blood  : when,  therefore,  the  fluids  are  thin,  they 
ought  to  be  employed  with  caution.  Hence  frequently  the  bark 
ought  to  be  immediately  flibjoined.  T hey  prove  hurtful  when 
there  is  an  old  feirrhus  conjoined  with  a flight  fever,  for  ulceration 
is  apt  to  follow  (135.  136.).  Pure  or  crude  fquills  are  to  be  pre- 
ferred. Twro  or  three  grains  of  fquills,  beat  up  with  fugar,  prove 
of  the  greatefl  fervice  in  hydrothorax.  When  heated  they  lofe 
much  of  their  flrength  *,  they  rnuft  therefore  be  then  given  in  a 
greater  dofe.  The  injury  done  to  the  ftomach  is  prevented  by  the 
addition  of  aromatics.  The  vinegar  of  fquills  is  an  infufferable  re- 
medy. The  wine  is  more  powerful,  but  all  do  not  bear  it.  The 
oxymel,  in  a proper  dofe,  is  inferior  to  no  preparation,  particu-%. 
larly  when  conjoined  with  nitre,  or  aneutral  fait  (137.138.). 
j|  Flora  Carmol.  vol.  i.  p.  266. 

igo.  Petrus  Salius  Diverfus*  fpeaks  clearly  con- 
cerning dropfy  of  the  lungs  and  dropfy  of  the 
cheft  ; and  although  the  more  violent  cathartics 
are  univerfaily  reprobated,  he  mentions  that  he 
has  himfelf  been  very  fucceisful  in  evacuating  the 
ferous  humours  by  employing  the  elaterium  and 
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juice  of  the  roots  of  elder,  perhaps  of  the  dwarf  fpe- 
cies.  He  employed  the  former  to  the  extent  of  four 
grains,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  an  ounce  and  a half. 
He  advifes  them,  however,  to  be  repeated,  becaufe 
they  cannot,  by  a fingle  evacuation,  draw  off  the 
whole  matter.  After  drawing  off  the  matter,  he 
recommends  inquiring  into  the  caufe  of  its  gene- 
ration, that  if  poffible  it  may  be  removed.  In 
general  he  propofes  employing  cauteries  in  the 
arms  and  thighs,  to  prevent  a relapfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe  f . 

* De  ajfed.  part,  c.v,  f Ibid.  p.  223. 

1 9 1.  But  it  is  better  immediately  to  drawoff 
the  water,  efpecially  if  it  be  recent,  or  colle&ed 
in  confequence  of  the  burfting  of  hydatids,  by 
means  of  the  paracentefis  *.  In  hydrothorax  the 
punfture  is  commonly  made  between  the  ninth 
and  tenth  ribs,  five  or  fix  inches  from  the  fpine. 
Hippocrates,  as  we  formerly  hinted,  ufed  to  perfo- 
rate the  diaphyfis , or  body  itfelf,  of  fome  of  the 
ribs,  by  means  of  a trepan.  But  Sharp,  an  ex- 
pert Englifh  furgeon,  is  of  opinion  th  ;t  it  is  bet- 
ter performed  as  formerly,  between  the  fixth  and 
feventh  ribs,  at  an  equal  diftance  from  the  fter- 
num  and  vertebrae,  w hich  place,  1 find,  is  likewife 
preferred  by  Olaus  Acrellius  But  he  relies 
little  upon  this  operation,  unlels  the  fource  of  the 
fuperabundant  ferum  can  be  flopt  up.  But  wl<fen 
there  are  hopes  of  a fuccefsful  iffue,  he  fays  that 
we  ought  to  have  fpeedy  recourfe  to  the  operation. 
Moreland  mentions  the  cafe  of  a pregnant  wo- 
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man  labouring  under  dropfy,  from  whom  feven 
pounds  of  limpid  water  were  extracted  by  an  in- 
cifion  made  between  the  fixth  and  feventh  ribs. 
In  confequence  of  this  fhe  fainted  ; but  afterwards 
did  well,  and  the  wound  clofed  within  a month. 
She  had  a fuccefsful  delivery  at  the  proper  pe- 
riod. 

* Lourd  CJourn.  de  med . men/  Mali.,  an.  1782.  p.408.)  pro-  4 
poles  paracentefis  in  hydrothorax,  as  an  ufeful  operation,  and  liable 
to  no  danger,  providing  it  be  performed  in  good  time,  and  before 
any  injury  has  been  fuftained  by  the  lungs.  He  thinks  that  it 
ought  rather  to  be  performed  by  means  of  a trocar,  than  the  inftru- 
ment  named  in  French  bljiouri , if  it  be  introduced  with  fuch  circum- 
Ipedlion,  that,  immediately  on  entering  the  vacuum,  and  no  farther 
red  fiance  being  perceived,  it  is  immediately  drawn  out  again.  He 
confefles,  indeed,  that  it  becomes  of  no  avail  if  the  pleura  adhere 
to  the  lungs  , but  he  does  not  therefore  fuppofe,  that  an  incifion  is 
performed  more  advantageoufly,  fmce  it  is  not  fo  eafy,  as  they  per- 
haps affirm,  to  feparate  the  pleura  from  the  lungs.  He  mentions 
its  having  been  in  this  manner  performed  repeatedly  with  fuccefs  in 
both  hdes  of  the  cheft.  It  is  performed  as  follows  : A punffure  is 
made  four  inches  under  the  inferior  angle  of  the  fhoulder-blade,  and 
five  inches  from  the  fpine,  which  place  correfponds  with  the  fpace 
between  the  third  and  fourth  falfe  ribs,  counting  from  below.  The 
operation  for  empyema  is  alfo  performed  in  the  fame  place.  Nor 
ought  the  fyncope,  which  fometimes  fjpervenes  after  the  puncture, 
to  deter  the  praftitioner  from  the  operation.  Shortly  afterwards  it 
intirely  ceafes.  Ibid.  vol.  xxvii.  p.303.  This  operation  has  been 
fuccefsfully  performed  by  Hippocrates,  Willis,  Lower,  Bourdelin, 
Bargeron,  Morand,  Duverney,  Senac,  and  others. 

f Com.  de  rcb.  in  fcient.  nat . et  med.  gejl.  vol.  xv.  p.  425. 

% * Tran/aft . Philo/,  vol.  Ivi.  p.  3 02.  Martin  prefers  performing 
the  operation  of  paracentefis  by  means  of  a lancet,  rather  than  a 
trocar.  Com.  Lips.  vol.  xv.  p.  31. 

192.  I could  with  that  the  fame  operation 
were  employed  in  hydrocardia  as  in  hydrotho- 
rax. Rician  obferves  * : a In  it  (namely  the 
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pericardium)  a large  colle&ion  of  fluid  takes 
place,  which  induces  fuffocation  and  overwhelms 
the  heart.  If  that  ferum  cannot  be  evacuated  by 
means  of  hydragogues,  may  we  not  perforate 
the  fternum  at  the  diftance  of  an  inch  from  the 
enfiform  cartilage , as  the  pericardium  is  annexed 
to  that  part  for  fufpending  the  heart.  A doubtful 
recovery  is  furely  preferable  to  pofitive  defpair.’* 
After  Riolan,  nearly  the  fame  method  of  draw- 
ing off  the  water  is  recommended  by  Senac  j~ ; 
but  he  neither  approves  of  the  perforation  of  the 
fternum,  nor  of  the  part  propofed.  He  caufes  a 
trocar  to  be  introduced  between  the  third  and 
fourth  ribs,  near  the  fternum,  fo  as  to  be  palled 
obliquely  towards  the  enfiform  cartilage.  In  this 
manner  the  larger  blood-vefiels,  and  other  parts 
which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  wound,  are  avoid- 
ed. But  whether  this  puncture  has  been  ever  at- 
tempted, and  what  ifiue  it  has  had,  I mull  confefs 
that  I am  ignorant.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  however, 
that  it  were  attempted  by  a fkilful  and  experien- 
ced furgeon,  firft  upon  the  dead,  and  afterwards 
upon  the  living  fubjedt.  Nor  would  any  other 
method  of  cure  be  required  in  the  hydrocardia 
purulenta  which  fucceeds  to  fuppuration  of  the 
pericardium  or  heart  (171.)  f. 

* Enchirid.  anat . lib.  iii.  c.  iv,  p.  206.  f Eu  cocur.  1.  c. 

193.  In  {hort,  in  whatever  way  the  water  be 
extradted  by  means  of  the  paracentefis  (191. 
192.),  the  greateft  quiet,  and  the  fpareft  diet, 
ought  to  be  enjoined  for  feme  days,  that,  in  coni' 
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fequence  of  the  motion  of  the  fluids  being  ren- 
dered as  gentle  as  poflible,  the  mouths  of  the  vef- 
fels  may  be  enabled  to  contract  themfelves  the 
more  eafily.  Strengthening  remedies  mull  then 
be  employed,  the  ufe  of  which  is  likewife  necef- 
fary  when  the  dropfy  has  been  difcufled  other- 
wife.  Its  proper  crafis  mull  next  be  reftored  to 
the  blood,  and  tone  to  the  folids  (182.).  Un- 
der this  head  come  peruvian  bark  and  orange 
peel ; cafcarilla  ; bland  aromatics  ; wormwood ; 
Rheniih,  Burgundy,  and  red  wine  ; and  efpe- 
cially  the  preparations  of  iron,  the  adtion  of 
which  is  to  be  promoted  by  riding  in  a carriage 
or  on  horfeback,  by  fridtion,  change  of  air,  tra- 
velling, living  in  the  country,  hilarity  of  mind,  and 
the  like. 

194.  The  food  in  general  ought  to  be  of  a 
dry  kind  : hence  roafted  flefti  ought  to  be  given 
in  preference  to  boiled.  The  bread  ought  to  be 
toafted.  Pot-herbs  which  promote  a flow  of 
urine  ought  not  to  be  excluded,  as  afparagus, 
hops,  fennel,  parfley,  parfnips,  goats-beard,  ar- 
tichokes, turnips,  onions,  and  leeks.  The  pa- 
tient ought  to  abftain  as  much  as  poflible  from 
copious  drinking  ; for  I have  known  the  mod 
obftinate  dropfies  cured  merely  by  fuch  abftinence. 
Sometimes,  however,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
even  copious  drinking  has  been  of  wonderful 
fervice  in  cafes  in  which  too  great  denfity  and 
ientor  of  the  fluids  have  been  prefent.  Becher 
recommends  copious  * drinking,  and  his  tonic 
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pills.  If  any  wine  be  allowed,  it  ought  to  be 
medicated  with  the  abfinthium  ponticum,  or 
juniper-berries,  or  millepedes.  To  allay  the  thiril 
wThen  it  is  moft  urgent,  the  mouth  and  fauces 
ought  to  be  wafhed  with  vinegar  and  water.  A- 
cid  cherries,  four  prunes,  or  dices  of  lemon  or 
citron,  fprinkled  with  fugar,  ought  to  be  kept  in 
the  mouth.  The  air  ought  to  be  pure,  dry,  and 
elaftic.  Eodily  motion  in  fimple  anafarca  and 
oedema,  particularly  when  a fedentary  life  has 
occafioned  the  complaint,  will  be  proper.  But 
it  is  hurtful  in  dropfy  of  the  cheft  or  peri- 
cardium. A fea-voyage,  however,  can  prove 
hurtful  to  no  perfon,  and  is  eafily  borne. 

* Milman  ( Animadv.  de  nat.  bydrop,  ejufque  curallon Lond.  &£ 
Vienn.  an.  1779.)  fupports  Becher’s  opinion  concerning  the  life  of 
copious  drinking  in  dropfy,  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  to  be 
conformable  to  the  doCtrine  of  Hippocrates.  He  excludes  all  kind, 
of  watery  fubtility  from  the  caufes  of  dropfy,  and  contends  that  n- 
tony  and  obftru&ion  are  always  the  caufe  of  the  complaint.  He 
doubts  whether  the  flow  of  humours  into  the  abdomen  after  the 
operation  of  paracentefis  can  be  prevented  by  external  compreflion, 
and  is  perfuaded  that  its  utility  becomes  more  evident  if  any  part  of 
the  water,  which  is  afterwards  gradually  to  be  drawn  off,  be  left  in  the 
cavity.  Hence  he  approves  of  the  method  of  extracting  the  wa- 
ter at  intervals,  and  removes  fever al  objections.  His  method  of 
cure  is  this  : If  the  patient  be  not  very  weak,  be  endeavours  to 
difpel  the  water  by  means  of  purgatives,  given  every  other  day,  or 
twice  a- week.  He  gives  a powder  cornpofed  of  half  a drachm  of 
the  root  of  jalap,  and  feven  grains  of  calomel , in  the  intermediate 
days  he  gives  a faline  draught,  cornpofed  as  follows -Rec.  Aq. 
menth.  fimplic.  unc.  j,  aquse  purse  unc.  B.  Sal.  tartar,  gr.  xv. 
Acet.  deftill.  drachm,  vj.  vel  quant,  fatis  ad  falis  faturationem  • aq. 
piperis  Jamaicenf.  drach.j.  Syrup,  fimplic.  unc.  j.  M.  f.  haufh 
To  this  mixture  he  added  forty  drops,  or  one  drachm,  of  vinegar  of 
fquillsp  and  it  was  repeated,  every  fix  hours.  Along  with.  the  cathar- 
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tics  lie  gave  a decoction  of  oats  and  weak  broths.  Eat  purgatives  do 
not  always  anfwer,  in  confequence  of  reducing  the  ftrength  too 
much  ; in  which  cafe  he  has  recourfe  to  diuretics.  Laying  afide  the 
cathartics,  he  gives  a falir.e  draught  with  the  vinegar  of  fquills,  and 
a great  quantity  of  water,  with  a little  diuretic  fait,  and  frequently 
within  the  fpace  of  forty  hours  a copious  difcharge  of  urine  takes 
place.  The  drink  which  he  recommends  cGnflfts  'of  half  an  ounce 
of  cream  of  tartar  diffolved  in  two  pounds  of  barley-water,  to  which 
has  been  added  fyrup  ad  gratam  dulcedir.em , and  an  ounce  or  two  of 
brandy.  He  affirms,  that  given  in  this  way,  together  with  the  fa- 
line  draught,  it  ffiortly  excites  a flow  of  urine,  which  it  does  not 
otherwife  do,  until  a long  time.  A deco&ion  of  Virginian  fnakc- 
root  is  fufficiently  wTeii  calculated  for  exciting  the  adlion  of  the 
bowels  and  kidneys. — Rec.  Rad*  Seneckse  unc.  femis,  aq.  feiqui- 
lib.  Decoq.  ad  lib.  j.  cola.  Dentur  iij.  unc.  bis  vel  ter  in  die.  He  re- 
commends cathartics  at  the  beginning,  and  diuretics  in  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  DIFFICULT  RESPIRATION,  and  particularly  of 

ASTHMA. 

195.  The  natural  refpiration  is  that  which  is 
performed  readily  and  eafily,  almoft  intirely  by 
the  diaphragm  and  a motion  of  the  thorax,  which 
is  fcarcely  obfervable  ; while  deranged  or  difficult 
refpiration  is  that  which  in  any  meafure  fwerves 
from  this.  It  deviates  from  its  natural  ftate,  ei- 
ther in  flownefs  or  frequency,  or  in  greatnefs  or 
fmallnfcfs,  or  violence,  or  in  the  irregular  order, 
number,  velocity,  and  duration,  both  of  the  in- 
fpiration  and  expiration.  Hence  it  is  faid  to  be 
deranged  when  it  is  too  great  or  too  final! ; when 
it  is  too  long  or  too  fhort  j when  it  is  too  flew  or 
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too  quick  ; when  it  is  too  frequent  or  the  reverfe  ; 
when  it  is  too  violent  or  too  languid  ; as  alfo 
when  it  is  irregular,  inordinate,  interrupted,  and 
the  like. 

196.  But  palling  over  thefe  diftitnftions,  which, 
for  the  moft  part,  are  either  not  difeafes,  or  only 
fymptoms  of  them,  we  fhall  treat  of  thofe  inju- 
ries of  the  refpiration  which  render  it  difficult, 
and  which  of  themfelves  refemble  a fevere  difeafe. 
This  fpecies  of  complaint  is  diftinguifhed  into 
four  degrees,  as  it  were,  to  each  of  which  phyfi- 
cians  have  given  a peculiar  name.  Thefe  are, 
dyfpncea , ajlhrna , orthopncea , and  apncea . It  is 

named  dyfpncea , when  the  refpiration  is  only 
flightly  injured.  But  when  the  refpiration  and 
expiration  are  more  difficultly  performed,  ac- 
cording to  the  difference  of  the  manner,  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  affe&ion,  it  is  named  either  afthma 
or  orthopncea . In  it  frequent  refpiration  is  con- 
joined with  panting,  a hilling  found,  and  a cer- 
tain uneafmefs  at  the  cheft  ; but  afthma,  for  the 
moft  part,  ought  to  be  recurrent  and  chronic. 
In  it  the  refpiration  is  fo  difficult,  that  the  patient 
is  not  only  obliged  to  fit,  and  with  a gieat  effort 
to  breathe  in  the  ere£t  pofture,  but  is  alfo  forced  to 
draw  his  breath  as  if  fnoring.  Laftly,  if  the  brea- 
thing appear  alrnoft  iuppreifed  or  overcome,  while 
the  found  of  the  voice  is  nearly  intirely  interrupted, 
accompanied  with  a fmall,  irregular,  flow  pulfe, 
anxiety,  weight  at  the  cheft,  and  lometimes  pain 

Vox.  V.  P • 

k. 
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there,  the  complaint  is  then  named  apncea  and 
catarrbus  fuffocativus . 

197.  In  thefe  affections  (tq 6.)  Tome  fuppofe 
that  the  infpiration  only  is  affeded,  not  the  expi- 
ration ; and  that  they  are,  therefore,  improperly 
referred  to  the  refpiration,  which  confifts  of  both 
of  them.  But  in  my  opinion  they  labour  under 
a confiderable  error.  For  it  more  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  the  infpiration  is  injured,  becaufe,  as 
will  fhortly  appear,  more  caufes  occur  which 
prove  injurious  to  the  infpiration  than  to  the  ex- 
piration. But  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  laft 
alfo,  although  much  lefs  frequently,  is  fometimes 
vitiated,  or  checked,  as  I fhall  fhew  hereafter. 
As,  therefore,  almoft  innumerable  circumftances 
are  required  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  re- 
fpiration, as  appears  from  phyfiology,  and  as 
fome  are  fubfervient  to  infpiration,  and  others  to 
expiration,  whenever  any  of  them  fhall  become 
deficient,  the  refpiration  alfo  will  neceffarily  be 
injured.  The  caufes,  therefore,  of  deranged  re- 
fpiration, mud  be  very  numerous  ; but,  to  pro- 
ceed in  order,  I will  firft  begin  with  thofe  which 
check  the  infpiration,  and  fhall  afterwards  pro- 
ceed to  fuch  as  interrupt  the  expiration.- 

198.  The  infpiration  is  injured  by  the  air  be- 
ing deficient,  either  in  quantity  or  quality,  or  by 
its  being  vitiated  by  means  of  foreign  or  noxious 
vapours  * ; by  the  larynx,  trachea  f , or  bronchia 
becoming  Indurated,  rigid,  or  fpafmodically  con- 
traded,  or  obltruded,  ftraitened,  or  compreff- 
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ed,  by  means  of  mucus,  lymph,  pus,  fwelling, 
abfcefs,  polvpus  calculi,  lumbrici,  and  other 
foreign  bodies ; by  the  veficles  of  the  lungs 
being  obftruded  with  dull,  hairs,  phlegm, 
blood,  or  other  humours,  or  by  means  ol  ito- 
nv  concretions,  fcirrhus,  tubercles,  voinicse,  a b« 
fceffes,  oe  lema,  or  any  other  congellion,  even 
bloody  ; by  their  being  oppreflfed  and  loaded  ex- 
ternally in  confequence  of  hydrothorax,  hydro- 
cardia,  empyema,  emphyfema  ||,  hydatids,  tu- 
mours of  the  inediaftinum  and  pleura,  and  dila- 
tations of  the  heart  and  auricles,  or  ot  the  aorta  ; 
by  the  pulmonary  vdfels  being  loaded  with  a 
glutinous  humour,  or  with  concrete  or  too  vifcid 
blood ; by  the  intercolfal  mufcles,  and  others 
which  irritate  and  dilate  the  cheft,  being  affected 
with  paralylis  or  any  other  difcafe,  or  by  their 
being  inflamed  and  rendered  immoveable  ; by 
the  nerves  going  to  them,  being  limiiarly  affected  ; 
by  the  diaphragm  in  like  manner  being  rendered 
paralytic  ; by  the  abdominal  vilcera  being  forced 
up  againft  the  feptum  tranfverfum,  or  into  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax  ; by  the  ftonuch  being  dif- 
tended  with  flatus,  or  the  abdomen  with  water, 
obftruding  the  defcent  of  the  diaphragm  ; and, 
laltly,  by  air  pafling  into  the  cavity  of  the  tho- 
rax, and  becoming  expanded,  or  by  any  large 
tumour  preventing  the  dilatation  of  the  lungs  §. 

* The  air,  when  it  is  deficient  in  quantity,  or  too  ra  e ’s  in- 
capable of  filling  the  lungs  and  dilating  the  thorax,  it  mav  aUb 
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abound  with  noxious  vapours  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  fuddenly  ren- 
der the  nerves  paralytic,  and  thus  induce  a palfy  of  the  mufcles 
railing  the  thorax. 

f See  Vol.  III.  Chap.  xvii.  Of  Angina , par.  375.  376.  423.  et 
feq.  J Polypi,  fuch  as  grow  in  the  nollrils,  frequently 

befet  the  afpera  arteria  and  bronchia  ) or  are  fometimes  even  ex- 
pelled by  means  of  a violent  cough.  See  Waren’s  obfervations  in 
the  Land.  Med.  Tranf.  vol.  i.  p.407. 

||  Haller  (Qpufc.  Path,  obhix.)  and  others,  throughout  their  works 
have  obferved,  that  lumbrici  have  formed  a paflage  to  themfelves 
from  the  fauces  into  the  larynx  and  afpera  arteria.  See  Herbin, 
fourn.  di  med,  Nov.  1778,  p.432.  § Meckel,  in  particular, 

has  obferved  difficult  refpiration,  and  at  laffc  death  itfelf,  occafioned 
by  a colleflion  of  air  in  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax  5 Mem . de 
VAcad*  des  Scienc.  de  Berlin,  1759,  p.  42.  Such  vras  the  quantity 
and  expanlion  of  the  air,  that  the  diaphragm  was  preffed  down  on 
the  right  fide,  and  the  liver  protruded  all  the  way  to  the  intehi- 
num  caecum.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  air  had  paffed  from  the 
lungs  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The  fame  author  (Ibid.  p.  44.) 
found  a lleotomatous  tumour,  weighing  four  pounds  and  three  ounces, 
which  adhered  to  the  upper  furface  of  the  diaphragm,  and  had  dif- 
placed  the  pleura,  the  lobes  of  the  left  lung,  and  the  heart  itfelf, 
towards  the  right  fide,  pulhing  the  Itomach  and  fpleen  towards 
the  umbilicus  and  ilium. 

199.  The  expiration^  is  diminifhed  or  impe- 
ded by  means  of  elaftic  air  entering  into  the  lungs, 
and  overcoming  their  contractility  ; by  too  great 
laxity,  fluggithnefs,  and  debility  of  the  lungs  ; 
by  a bony  rigidity  of  the  bronchia,  on  account 
of  which  they  not  only  cannot  be  dilated,  but 
cannot  collapfe  and  reftore  themfelves ; by  a 
fpafmcdic  and  involuntary  contraction  of  the  in- 
tercoftal  mufcles,  and  others  which  raife  the  tho- 
rax, being  too  long  continued  ; by  a fpafm  of  the 
diaphragm,  in  like  manner,  being  too  long  conti- 
nued 1 by  a paralyiis  or  deftruCtion  of  the  fterno- 
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coftal  and  other  depreffing  mufcles  ; by  laxity, 
refolution,  or  cutting  of  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
and  fimilar  caufes.  The  expiration  is  likewife 
impeded  by  the  diaphragm  being  drawn  down,  in 
confequence  of  the  increafed  fize  of  the  liver  or 
fpleen,  which  is  fometimes  fo  great  as  to  occupy 
not  only  the  hypochondria,  but  alio  the  hypoga- 
ftrium. 

* The  external  and  internal  intercoftal  mufcles,  which  are 
twenty-two  in  number,  elevate  the  ribs  : but  the  diaphragm,  while 
it  contra£ls  itfelf,  is  deprefied.  Thus  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  is 
dilated  in  breadth  and  length.  But  when  a full  infpiration  is  made, 
or  attempted,  the  dilatation  of  the  thorax  is  effected  by  the  combi- 
ned powers  of  the  mufculi  fcaleni,  fterno-maftoidei,  by  the  pofterior, 
fuperior,  and  anterior  ferrati  and  pe&orales,  us  alfo  by  the  cervi- 
cales  defcendentes,  and  probably  by  others  inserted  into  the  thorax, 
clavicles,  and  fcapulae.  By  thefe  mufcles  is  infpiration  performed. 
Expiration,  again,  is  effe&ed  by  means  of  the  elallicity  and  weight 
of  the  ribs,  by  the  retaining  power  of  the  bronchia  and  pulmonary 
veficles,  by  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  bronchia  and  afpera  arteria, 
by  the  mufculi  fternocoftales  of  Lieutaud,  or  the  triangulares  of 
others,  by  the  abdominal  mufcles,  and,  laftly,  in  a violent  effort, 
by  means  of  the  longiflimus  dorfi,  facro-lumbalis,  and  quadratus 
lumborum.  See  Haller,  Elem.  phys.  vol.  iii.  lib.  viii.  feft.  iv.  j vL 
to  xi.  likewife  § xx.  to  xxiv. 

2oo.  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  difficult  refpira- 
tion  is  frequently  the  offspring  of  other  difeafes  ; 
and  that  afthma  does  not  proceed  merely  from  a 
fluggifh  and  vifcid  matter  obftrudling  the  lungs, 
as  was  formerly  fuppofed  by  fome,  but  from  al- 
moft  innumerable  other  caufes  (198.);  to  which 
is  to  be  referred  the  too  flow  motion  of  the 
blood  from  the  heart  into  the  arteries  ; of  which 
kind  are  relaxation  of  the  ftru&ure  of  the 
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ties  of  the  heart  5 rigidity,  or  a bony  hardnefs  of 
V e valves  at  the  mouth  of  the  aorta;  the  aorta 
irfelf  being  too  fmall,  or  obftrudted  by  means  of 
a polypus,  a tumour  *,  or  other  fuch  impedi- 
ments,  either  internal  or  external.  For  the  blood 
remaining  in  the  pulmonary  veflels  oppreffes  and 
overwhelms  the  vehicles  of  the  lungs. 

* Trombell,  a furgeon  of  Bologna,  living  in  the  town  of  Lugo, 
in  the  diftridt  of  Ferrara,  from  this  caufe,  being  feized  within  a 
few  days  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  an  intermitting  pulfe, 
was  carried  off.  .Fie  had  long  laboured  under  orthopnoea,  flight 
fainting-fits,  and  irregularity  of  the  pulfe.  Kis  body  was  differed 
by  that  excellent  phyfician  Brunori,  who  difcovered  at  the  mouth 
of  the  aorta  a tumour  as  large  as  a pigeon’s  egg,  occupying  the 
membranes,  and  all  the  cavity  of  the  artery.  From  it  a few  fpoon- 
fuls  of  pus  were  difcharged.  But  the  lungs  were  turgid  with 
blood,  and  fome  effufion  was  prefent  in  the  thorax,  probably  the 
caufe  of  the  excruciating  pain  of  the  cheft,  with  which  the  patient 
was  diflrefled  before  his  death.  [The  hiftory  has  been  extracted  from 
a letter  fent  by  Brunori  to  P»Iinardi,  a phyfician  of  Fayence,  found 
among  the  authors  papers,  which  we  have  thought  proper  to  infert 
in  this  place,  Germ.  Edit.'], 

201.  Difficult  refpiration,  therefore,  according 
as  it  arifes  from  morbid  ftate.s  of  the  lungs  or  tho- 
rax, or  from  injuries  of  other  diftant  parts,  is 
fometimes  idiopathic , fometimes  fyrnpathetic,  and, 
according  to  the  diverfity  of  its  origin,  at  one 
time  primary , at  another  fecondary , and  at  other 
times  fymptomatic . But  afthma  in  particular,  on 

account  of  its  caufe,  is  diftinguiffied  into  humid 
or  humoral,  and  dry,  or  convuljive,  fpafmGdic,  and 
flatulent . Some  alfo  divide  it  into  /anguineous , 
pituitous , purulent , and  Jcirrhous ; nay,  Iroin  tii£ 
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manner  of  its  duration,  into  continued,  fixed,  peri~ 
odical , and  Jhifting . The  and  convulfive  fpe- 
cies  are  in  general,  but  improperly,  coniidered  as 
being  one  and  the  fame.  For  any  convulfive 
afthma  may  happen  to  be  dry ; but  it  does  not 
follow  that  every  dry  afthma  depends  upon  con- 
vulfion  or  fpafm,  if  the  caufes  enumerated  in 
par.  198.  199.  be  called  to  memory. 

202.  The  more  remote  a es  which  precede 
afthma,  whether  of  the  humid  or  dry  kind,  are 
plethora  in  the  vigour  of  life  ; a ferous  or  pitui- 
tous  colluvies  ; abundance  of  mucus  and  rigidity  of 
the  fibres  in  old  people;  moift  and  cold  air;  metal- 
lic fumes  ; and  thofe  of  fulphur  and  arfenic  * ; the 
humour  of  arthritis,  gout  and  itch;  e matter  of 
fmall-pox,  herpes  and  ulcers,  transferred  to  the 
cheft ; fuppreflion  of  the  hemorrhoidal  and 
menftrual  flux  ; acidity  of  the  primed  vice,  par*- 
ticularly  in  hypochondriacs  and  children  ; bad- 
conditioned  fluids  of  any  kind  f ; acrid  ingefia,  as 
poifonous  mufhrooms,  hemlock,  and  other  plants  ; 
preparations  of  lead  ; hyfieria  and  hypochondria - 
fis  p Laftly,  certain  employments,  as  thofe  of 
millers,  ftone-cutters,  tobacconifts,  fieve-makers, 
grain-meafurers,  wool,  flax,  and  cotton  carders, 
and  fuch  like. 

* The  internal  membrane  of  the  bronchia  is  fo  fenfible,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  inhaling  of  acrid  vapours,  the  breathing  is  im- 
mediately obflructed,  the  mufcular  fibres  connecting  the  cartilagi- 
nous fegments  of  the  bronchia  being  fpalmodically  conftri&ed, 
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Hence  either  a fatal  peripneumony  fuddenly  arifes,  cr  if  the  patient 
efcape  this,  an  aflhma,  which  is  almoft  incurable,  and  remains  for 
the  reft  of  life.  Van  Swieten,  § 824.  Acr,  humiditate , etc. 

f Baglivi  has  remarked,  that  moft  afthmas  are  connected  with 
the  ftomach.  Append,  de  AJlhmat. 

f In  fuch  patients  afthma  may  be  induced,  in  confequence  of  the 
ftomach  being  diftended  with  wind,  or  from  a fpafm  of  the  dia- 
phragm, either  on  account  of  jts  being  forced  upwards,  fo  that  it 
cannot  defcend,  or  on  account  of  its  being  fpafmodicaliy  drawn 
downwards,  in  fuch  a manner  that  it  cannot  be  relaxed  and  elevated, 
fo  as  to  perform  the  expiration.  Felicius,  Del  prefag . medic,  p.  166. 


THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

203.  Difficult  refpiration  (195.)  appears  of  it- 
felf,  and,  from  what  has  already  been  faid,  various 
degrees  of  it  may  be  detected  (196.).  But  the 
caufes  of  the  complaint  for  the  moft  part  lie  hid, 
or  are  very  obfcure.  When  the  practitioner, 
therefore,  is  called  to  flich  patients,  he  ought  to 
inquire  carefully,  whether  the  complaint  be  con- 
ftantly  prefent,  or  return  at  intervals  ? Whether  it 
be  primary,  or  the  fymptom  of  another  difeafe  ? 
Whether  the  nerves  be  affe&ed  fo  as  to  give 
grounds  for  fufpe&ing  the  prefence  of  paralyiis, 
convuliion,  or  fpafm  ? Whether  the  blood  be 
morbid  in  quantity  or  quality  ? Whether  there 
be  prefent  fymptoms  of  hydrothorax,  or  hydro- 
cardia,  of  empyema  or  any  organic  injury  af- 
fecting the  larynx,  afpera  arteriay  lungs,  heart, 
or  great  veffels  in  its  neighbourhood  ? Laftly, 
whether  the  mufcles  of  refpiration  be  affeCted,  or 
the  thorax,  by  confent  with  other  parts,  and  e- 
Specially  with  the  abdomen. 
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&04.  He  muft  next  inquire  whether  the  afth- 
ma  be  moift  or  dry,  or  convuliive  ? The  moift 
fpecies  is  charaCterifed  by  a moift  cough,  a lul- 
ling found,  and  fnoring,  the  difcharge  of  feme 
fluid  being  followed  with  relief*  it  is  alfo 
fometimes  aggravated,  lometimes  mitigated,  ac- 
cording as  the  collection  of  fluid  is  either  in- 
creafed  or  diminifhed  : but  it  never  intermits,  un- 
lefs  when  the  difeafe  is  completely  refolved*  la 
the  dry  a/thmay  either  no  cough  is  prefen  t,  or 
there  is  one  without  any  expectoration.  In  the 
convulfive  and  fpafmodic  kind , there  are  not  want- 
ing fymptoms  of  a convulfive  nature,  and  of  the 
nerves  being  affeCted  either  at  the  beginning  of 
them,  or  in  the  courfe  of  their  diftribution,  as  in 
the  abdomen  ; no  fnoring,  or  at  leaft  no  hilling 
found  of  the  matter,  is  perceived  ; there  is  no  ex- 
cretion of  it,  or  if  there  be  any,  as  that  of  thin, 
frequently  voided,  and  watery  urine,  it  is  without 
relief.  The  complaint  generally  arifes  from  fome 
fudden  caufe,  efpecially  affeCting  the  mind  and 
nerves ; and  it  likewife  fuddenly  ceafes,  or  at 
leaft  abates,  when  it  is  leaft  expeded.  More- 
over, a fenfe  of  conftriCtion  is  felt  about  the  re- 
gion of  the  diaphragm,  as  if  it  were  ciofe  fur- 
rounded  with  a girdle  ; and  the  fleep,  if  it  fuper- 
vene,  for  the  moftpart  affords  relief  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  other  fpecies  of  all  lima  are  not 
relieved.  But  a principal  and  not  unfrequent 
fymptom  of  the  convuliive  aftiima  is,  that  fre- 
quently the  greateft  fmallnefs  of  the  pulfe  is 


«34 


OF  ASTHMA,  Sec. 


difeovered,  from  which  fymptom  alone,  I have 
not  feldom  detected  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 

205.  The  fymptoms  which  may  be  in  com- 
mon to  every  lpecies  of  afthma,  are  anxiety  of 
the  prsecordia,  a fmall,  irregular,  intermitting, 
flow  pulfe,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  a red,  livid, 
or  pale  colour  of  the  face,  an  evening  or  nightly 
exacerbation,  or  an  aggravation  of  the  complaint 
on  every  motion  of  the  body,  an  impediment  in 
the  fpeech,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  ftarting 
out  of  bed,  and  flying  to  the  open  windows, 
violent  * agitation  of  the  fcapulse,  fhoulders,  cla- 
vicles, and  abdomen,  ftretching  of  the  aim  of  he 
nofe,  trembling,  the  dread  of  fuflfocation,  and  the 
like. 

* From  this  agitation  of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  probably  arifes 
the  pain  of  which  patients  labouring  under  a fevere  afthma  frequent- 
ly complain  in  the  abdominal  and  epigaftric  region, 

THE  PROGNOSIS . 

\ 

20 6.  Every  difficulty  of  breathing  is  attended 
with  danger : which,  however,  is  greater  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  degree  of  violence  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  the  variety  of  caufes  which  may  have 
given  rife  to  it.  The  orthopnaa  is  generally  at- 
tended with  mod  danger.  Afthma  is  generally 
ohftinate  and  of  frequent  recurrence,  and  although 
it  may  fometimes  appear  from  the  beginning  to 
be  flight,  it  is  for  the  mod  part  the  forerunner 
of  hydrothorax,  or  of  fome  other  chronic  com- 
plaint. It  is  fcarcely  ever  cured  in  advanced 
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life,  efpecially  after  having  continued  long  ; or 
it  readily  pafies  into  the  catarrhus  fiffotativiis , 
and  apncea.  The  converfion  of  the  dry  into  the 
humid  complaint,  accompanied  with  an  eafy  ex- 
pectoration of  phlegm,  is  a favourable  progno- 
ftic  : while  the  reverfe  is  indicated  by  this  change 
happening  with  lofs  of  (trength,  for  it  would  then 
afford  a proof  of  the  approach  of  the  catarrhus fuf- 
focativus , or  that  the  paffage  of  the  blood  through 
the  lungs  will  be  altogether  interrupted.  The  con- 
vulfive  or  fpafmodic  aflhma  is  a truly  acute  difeafe, 
and  frequently  refills  the  heft  remedies.  But  it  lel- 
dom  proves  fatal,  unlefs  the  brain  or  heart  beat  the 
fame  time  feverely  injured.  u Patients  labouring 
under  afthma,  or  cough,  who  become  hunch- 
backed, are  carried  off  before  puberty  Di- 
ftortion  of  the  fpine,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
are  relieved  by  a flow  of  blood  f.  Refpiration, 
which  cannot  be  performed  but  with  the  neck 
erect,  occafions  dry  dropfy  J.” 

* Hippoc:  Aph.  46.  fett.  vi.  f Coac.  Pranot.  311. 

J Coac.  424. 

207.  To  this  place  may  be  referred  this  prog- 
noftic  of  Hippocrates  : “ Of  thofe  who  are  ftran- 
gled,  but  not  yet  dead,  fuch  as  foam  at  the 
mouth  do  not  recover  For  fo  great  appears 
to  have  been  the  force  of  the  fuffocation, 
that  during  the  effort  of  refpiring,  all  the  mucus 
of  the  fauces  and  trachea,  not  being  expreffed 
and  intimately  mixed  with  the  air,  has  paffed 
into  foam,  while  the  veliels  of  the  brain,  being 
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either  ruptured  or  enormoufly  dilated,  have  depri- 
ved all  the  nerves,  even  thofe  immediately  fubfer- 
vient  to  life,  of  their  adlion.  The  foam  about  the 
mouth  will  alfo  afford  a fatal  fymptom,  when  it  de- 
notes commencing  putrefaction  of  the  lungs,  and 
the  air  extricating  itfelf  from  them.  Likewife  the 
remark  of  Riverius  is  worthy  of  notice,  when  he 
obferves,  that  fome  perfons  liable  to  ftrangury, 
on  its  difappearing  are  frequently  attacked  with 
afthma,  and  that  on  its  return  they  are  freed  from 
the  complaint  j\  Which  may  alfo  be  affirmed  of 
gouty  patients.  For  it  very  frequently  happens, 
that  they  are  attacked  with  the  greateft  difficulty 
of  breathing,  if  they  remain  longer  than  ufual 
free  from  gout ; and  that  they  do  not  recover  un- 
til the  gout  returns  to  their  feet  or  joints. 

* Aph.  xliii.  feel.  2.  f Prax.  tned.  cap.  D;  AJlhmaie , 

THE  CURE . 

208.  The  cure  muff  be  accommodated  to  the 
caufes*  Faffing  over  the  fpecies  of  difficult  refpi- 
ration,  which  are  the  fymptoms  of  other  difeafes, 
and  the  alleviation  of  which  is  to  be  expected 
from  the  cure  of  thefe  difeafes,  I fhall  proceed  to 
thofe  which  require  a peculiar  treatment.  If  the 
air,  therefore,  have  occafioned  a difficulty  of 
breathing,  it  ought  to  be  corre&ed  by  artificial 
means,  or  a change  of  it  ought  to  be  enjoined. 
If  poifons  or  noxious  vapours  occaiion  fufpicion, 
the  known  acrimony  ought  to  be  obviated  by 
remedies  oppofed  to  it,  or  the  expuliion  of  them, 
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if  it  be  practicable,  attempted  as  quickly  as  pof- 
fible.  If  the  complaint  depend  upon  a paralyfis, 
or  fpafm,  all  the  remedies  propofed  in  chapter  viii. 
Vol.  III.  concerning  convulfive  affeCtions,  will 
alfo  be  proper  in  this  cafe.  But  particularly 
when  it  is  the  convulfive  and  fpafmodic  afthma, 
vegetable  oil,  employed  after  the  manner  of  an 
alterative,  proves  of  remarkable  fervice,  and  like- 
wife  other  things  which  are  emollient  and  laxa- 
tive, together  with  anodynes,  as  the  liquor  anc- 
dynus  mineralis  of  Hoffman,  Homberg's  feda- 
tive  fait,  the  fuccinated  liquor  of  hartihorn,  vola- 
tile fait  of  amber,  camphor,  mufk,  and  opium. 
A cataplafm  of  onions  boiled  in  oil  of  olives,  ap- 
plied externally,  is  faid  by  fome  to  contribute  to 
relax  the  fpafm  of  the  intercoftal  mufcles.  Tra- 
velling and  changing  the  air  for  that  which  is 
more  faluhrious,  as  Baglivi  warmly  recommends  % 
are  efpecially  proper  in  this  place.  In  the  dry 
or  convulfive  afthma  perfumes  and  vapours  are 
recommended  by  Louis  f. 

* JDc  morb.  fuccejfwn.  c.  xii.  f Mem.  de  PA+ad.  Roy . dr 

Chir.  vol.  v.  ann.  1774.  p.  549. 

209.  In  the  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing,  if 
it  come  on  fuddenly,  or  fupervene  in  a fubjefi: 
not  exhaufted  with  age  and  difeafe,  whatever  its 
caufe  be,  it  is  proper  to  let  blood  from  a vein  in 
the  arm;  and  ft  ill  more  if  plethora,  flufhing  of 
the  face,  or  the  fuppreffion  of  any  evacuation, 
feem  to  require  it.  Nor  ought  the  pra&itioner  to 
be  deterred  from  it  by  a finall,  obfcure,  and  con- 
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traded  pulfe,  or  by  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
if  other  fymptoms  do  not  contra-indicate  it. 

210.  Sordes  in  the  prim#  via,  when  fymptoms 
of  it  appear,  and  feem  to  keep  up  the  difeafe, 
ought  to  be  expelled  by  vomiting  or  purging. 
Vomiting  alfo  has  the  effed  of  powerfully  fha- 
king  from  the  lungs  whatever  be  adhering  to 
them.  Moreover,  in  the  humid  afthma,  the  ex- 
* pedoration  of  the  thick  and  vifcid  phlegm  is  to 
be  promoted  by  oily,  incifive,  and  faponaceous 
remedies.  In  particular  are  recommended,  be- 
tony,  fcabiofa,  marfh  mallows,  hyffop,  elecam- 
pane, Florentine  oris  root ; fpermaceti ; gum- 
ammoniac  ; Venice  foap  ; lintfeed  oil  ; honey, 
oxymel,  and  vinegar  of  fquills  ; fyrup  of 
tobacco,  and  hedge  muftard ; millepedes,  the 
infufion  of  them,  or  the  exprefiion  of  them 
from  white  wine  ; volatile  alkali  ; balfamic  re- 
medies, and  thofe  prepared  with  turpentine. 
Like  wife  the  flowers  of  fulphur  are  here  recom- 
mended. Fonfeca  * inclofed  a fcruple  of  the 
flowers -of  fulphur,  and  the  like  quantity  of  the 
thus  mafculinum , in  the  heart  of  a fweet  apple, 
hollowed  for  the  purpofe.  Afterwards  he  caufed 
it,  when  clofed  up,  to  be  roafted  with  the  fkin, 
upon  hot  cinders,  and  gave  it  thus  prepared,  and 
deprived  of  its  fkin,  every  other  day,  for  eight 
or  ten  different  times.  He  likewife  prepared  an 
eledtuary  in  the  following  manner  Rec.  Sac- 
char , diainargariton . frigid,  diapenidior . ana  unc . j. 
flor.  fulpb . pulv.  drach . iij.  ml  defpum.  q.  s.  f. 
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eleEl.  molle.  Dos . dracb . j.  &V  w/  ter  in  die . Il 
the  form  of  tablets  be  preferred,  they  may  be 
prepared  as  follows  : — Rec.  Sacchar.  rofat . unc.  j. 
jlor . fuiph . drach.  j.  M.  f.  s.  a.  labelled.  But  if  the 
fluid  ob ft ru cling  the  lungs  appear  to  be  rather  fe- 
rous  and  acrid,  than  thick  and  vifcid,  in  that  cafe, 
befides  oleaginous  remedies,  mucilages,  emulfions, 
decodlions  of  barley  and  hydrogala  are  preferred, 

* Confil.med.  lvlii. 

21 1.  Squill-root  is  recommended,  on  account 
of  its  incifive,  expectorant,  and  diuretic  proper- 
ty *.  Hefle  employed  it  from  three  to  twelve 
grains  j\  Likewife  white  horehound,  in  the  cafe 
of  vifcid  and  fluggifh  fluids,  proves  powerfully 
incifive  and  folvent.  Some  prefer  the  juice  of  it5 
others  the  powder  ; fome  recommend  the  fyrup* 
and  others  the  conferve.  But  Lange  q derived 
more  advantage  from  the  powder  of  the  leaves. 
The  tendered  extremities  of  the  twigs*  are  faid  to 
be  better  calculated  for  that  purpofe.  The  fmoke  of 
tobacco  has  been  recommended  from  experience* 
It  draws  off  the  expectoration,  and  cleanfes  the 
lungs  efficacioufly.  In  place  of  it,  however,  with 
the  fame  view  may  be  fubflituted  the  achillea 
montana , which  is  faid  to  have  frequently  been  of 
great  fervice  j|. 

* See  Animadv.  de  fctlla  in  adverf.  med.  pracl.  Ludwig,  vol.  ii, 
P.  iv.  c.  4.  p.  695.  f Lommcrc . litt.  Norimb.  an.  1739.  hebd.  34. 
X Mifcel.  verit.  fafe.  i.  p.  57.  |j  Mem.  dell'’  Aecadi  dl  Paris;. 

Edit.  Venet.  vol.  ix.  p.  25. 

212.  All  acids  ftimulate  the  lungs,  excite 
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coughing,  prove  incifive,  and  promote  the  ex- 
pectoration. Sometimes,  however,  the  vegetable 
acids,  on  account  of  the  admixture  of  mucous 
parts,  do  not  operate  fufficiently,  efpecially  in 
old  people  whofe  fenfibility  has  become  blunted. 
Hence  Farr,  in  the  afthma  and  cough  of  fuch 
people,  prefers  the  employment  of  foffil  acids, 
both  internally  and  externally  *.  But  long  be- 
fore him,  they  were  recommended  by  Floyer  f , 
efpecially  fpirit  of  nitre,  and  water  acidulated 
with  the  fumes  of  fulphur.  Cantharides  have  ac- 
quired celebrity  from  long  experience.  When 
applied  to  the  {kin,  as  is  well  known,  they  not 
only  excite  blifters,  from  which  a fluid  is  dif- 
charged,  but  they  likewife  introduce  fomething 
into  the  blood,  by  which  its  lentor  is  attenuated. 
Hence  fame  practitioners  employ  them  repeat- 
edly, and  in  different  parts,  that  their  power 
may  be  imparted  to  the  blood.  Klaumin,  as  he 
relates,  by  means  of  them,  always  reftored  phleg- 
matic and  old  people  to  their  former  health  J. 
They  are  found  to  be  principally  efficacious,  how- 
ever, when  a metaftaiis  has  given  rife  to  the  dif- 
eafe. 

* De  acid,  virib.  p.123.  f Meade,  De  imper.  fob.  et  fan. 

p*  19.  or  29.  % Ephem . N.  C.  \ and  Crantz,  Mat.  med. 

213.  When  fuffocation  is  threatened,  befides 
bleeding,  of  which  I have  already  fpoken,  it  has 
frequently  been  of  fervice  to  immerle  the  feet 
or  hands,  as  it  may  be  more  convenient,  in 
warm  water  j to  employ  frictions  and  cupping- 
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glafles  on  the  limbs,  and  to  inhale  the  vapour 
of  warm  water.  On  the  complaint  being  over- 
come, the  phyfician’s  care  muft  be  directed  to 
prevent  its  recurrence.  With  this  view,  iiTues 
formed  in  the  arms,  thighs,  or  between  the 
ihoulders,  are  employed  which  are  recommended 
by  others  befides  Meade  It  is  likewife  necef- 
fary  to  correct  the  blood  in  various  ways  ; with 
which  view  many  things  may  be  uled,  but 
efpecially  whey  and  milk ; the  foups  of  frogs, 
fnails,  and  vipers  j~  ; the  juices  of  cooling  and 
antifcorbutic  herbs  ; the  decodiions  of  the  woods  ; 
the  hot  bath  ; the  cold  bath  ; riding  on  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a carriage  ; paffing  into  the  pure  air 
of  the  country.  For  the  good  eftedts  faid  to  arife 
from  the  exhalations  fent  forth  by  the  earth  bro- 
ken by  the  plough,  or  from  fulphureous  pits, 
although  they  do  not  reft  upon  certain  experi- 
ments, do  not  feem  altogether  to  be  defpifed. 
Such  remedies,  therefore,  according  to  the  diver- 
fity  of  the  caufes,  may  be  employed  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  the  difeafe ; to  which,  alfo, 
if  a proper  dietetic  regimen  be  added,  there  will 
be  the  greater  certainty  of  keeping  off  the  com- 

* Monk,  ft  precept.  m:d.  c.  v. 

f See  par.  142.  in  note  Vol.  III.  for  in  that  paffage  the  ufe  of  vi- 
per-foup  is  defended  by  the  author,  at  confiderable  length,  againft 
certain  perfons  who  had  called  its  efficacy  in  queltion.  \Germ.  Edi- 
tor.'] 

214.  Hanged  or  drowned  perfons  attain  the 
Vol.  V. 
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higheft  degree  of  apncea.  Thefe,  however,  pro- 
vided they  be  not  completely  dead,  may  fome- 
times  be  reftored  to  life.  It  may  not  be  amifs, 
therefore,  to  point  out  their  proper  treatment. 
Their  body  ought  to  be  vigoroufly  rubbed  all  over, 
and  for  a long  time  ; the  veins  of  the  arm  or  neck 
fhould  be  opened,  in  order  that  fome  ounces  of 
blood  may  flow  ; dry  cupping- glafles  are  to  be 
applied ; acrid  clyfters  administered  ; the  fmoke 
of  tobacco  or  air,  mufl  be  thrown  in  by  the 
mouth  (the  noftrils  being  ftopt  to  prevent  its 
return),  and  by  the  anus  ; acrid  fubftances  mud 
be  put  into  the  noftrils,  and  the  mouth  fomented 
with  warm  wine.  In  the  cafe  of  hanged  perfons, 
the  neck  ought  to  be  chafed  with  oil  and  warm 
wine ; but  drowned  perfons  require  being  fo- 
mented with  a uniform  and  temperate  heat.  It 
has  fometimes  been  attended  with  advantage  to 
cover  the  whole  body  with  hot  afhes  or  fand. 
Nor  muft  I omit  mentioning  the  treatment  of 
fucli  perfons  as  have  undergone  fuiTocation,  or 
apparent  death,  in  confequence  of  certain  poi- 
fonous  vapours  or  fumes,  as  thofe  of  charcoal, 
of  common  fewers,  and  other  kinds^  of  mephitis. 
They  mull:  be  removed  as  quickly  as  poffible  into 
the  open  and  cold  air,  with  their  head  elevated, 
and  their  mouth  opened  wide  ; they  muft  be 
fprinkled  with  cold  water,  and  the  recovery  at- 
tempted nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  cafe 
of  perfons  whofe  animation  has  been  fufpended 
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by  fubmerfion  or  ftrangulation.  Afterwards, 
according  to  circumftances,  other  exciting,  re- 
vellent,  and  evacuant  remedies  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed. 

* I have  lately  learned  from  Pratolong  an  inftance  of  a drown- 
ed perfon  having  been,  by  his  advice,  for  the  firft  time  recovered, 
at  Genoa,  an.  1777,  by  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  being  thrown  up  his 
anus. 

f Carminati,  De  animal . ex  mephit*  et  nox'ris  halitibus  intent u» 


CHAPTER  VII. 

s 

CONCERNING  FAINTING. 

215.  When  the  vital  and  animal  functions  are 
impaired  in  fuch  a manner,  that  a perfon  fudden- 
ly  feels  himfelf  deprived  of  ftrength,  becomes 
pale  and  cold,  while  the  pulfation  of  the  artery 
ceafes,  and  the  patient  appears  like  one  about  to 
die,  or  already  dead,  he  is  then  faid  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  fynccpe . But  as  there  are  various  de- 
grees of  this  affe&ion,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
enumerate  them.  The  flighted:  of  all  is  that 
which  is  named  Eaxiw,  or  lofs  of  ftrength,  from 
ex/olvo.  This  is  followed  by 
or  animi  deliquium . Syncope  is  a ft  ill  more  fe- 
vere  degree  of  the  complaint : it  is  a Greek 
term,  which  has  prevailed  in  medicine  ever  lince 
the  days  of  Galen,  and  lignifies  a fudden  and 
complete  deprivation  of  the  ftrength,  from  K07TTO 
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fcindo . Laftly,  the  moil  fevere  of  them  all 
is  the  fyncope  conjoined  with  afphyxia  j~,  or  cef- 
fation  of  the  pulfe  all  over  the  body.  We  {hall 
fpeak,  however,  more  particularly  of  afphyxia 
in  the  following  chapter,  as,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  not  properly  referred  to  fainting.  For  gene- 
rally in  afphyxia , fenfe,  motion,  and  heat  re- 
main, which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  in  the  fe- 
vere fyncope. 


* The  fynonyms  are  lipothymia , lipopfychia , and  apopfychia , from 
faro),  derdinqUQ,  and  animus , or  4-vZy')  anima. 

216.  The  proximate  caufe  of  the  complaint 
appears  to  be  impaired  motion  of  the  heart  and 
blood,  or  its  being  more  or  lefs  interrupted.  For 
when  the  motion  of  the  heart  becomes  languid 
or  fufpended,  a languor  or  fufpenfion  of  both 
the  vital  and  animal  functions  takes  place  ; in 
which  I have  mentioned  the  nature  of  fainting 
to  confift.  The  predifpofing  caufes  are,  hidden 
and  violent  emotions  of  mind  ; pungent  odours ; 
fevere  pams  in  forne  parts  * ; both  violent 
fpafm  and  paralyfis  of  the  heart  f ; com- 
preffion,  or  irritation,  of  the  nerves  of  the 
heart  J ; convulfions  beginning  in  the  brain, 
or  el  few  here,  and  propagated  to  the  heart  it- 
f elf ; final!  bones  in  the  falciform  procefs,  pref- 
ling upon,  irritating,  and  pundturing  the  brain,  of 
fuch  kind,  and  placed  in  inch  a lituation,  as  may 
convulfe  and  benumb  the  nerves  going  to  the 
heart,  or  which  confent  with  itj]  ; exceffive  evacua- 
tions of  all  kinds  \ pcifons  3 malignant  and  pefti- 
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lential  fevers  ; tlie  warm  bath  ; the  hidden  trail  (i- 
tion  from  a cool  to  a warm  place,  or  from  a 
warm  to  a cold  one  ; plethora,  both  real  and  ap- 
parent ; the  return  of  the  blood  to  the  heart  be- 
ing impeded,  or  increafed  refinance  to  the  pro- 
pelling power  of  the  heart ; vitiated  fluids ; acri- 
mony and  other  depraved  ftates  of  the  blood  ; ir- 
ritation of  the  ftomach,  particularly  of  the  pylo- 
rus ; putrid,  acid,  alkalefcent  crudities  in  the 
'primes  vied ; a bilious  colluvies  ; worms  of  all 
kinds,  particularly  the  round  and  tape  worm  ; 
hyfteria  and  hypochondriacs  ; and,  laftly,  a mor- 
bid ftructure,  and  vitiated  hates  of  the  heart  and 
neighbouring  parts. 

* Sen  at,  Iju  coeur.  1.  iv.  f Morgag.  Epljl.  anal . xxiv. 

n.  13.  X Id.  ib.  n.  5.  |]  Id.  ib.  n.  6.  7. 


217.  Among  thefe  a chief  rank  is  affigned  by 
Alberti ni  and  Morgagni  to  the  dilatation  of  the 
vena  cava  and  right  auricle  of  the  heart,  efpe- 
cially  if  at  the  fame  time  the  beginning  of  the 
nerves,  or  the  nerves  of  the  heart,  be  attested 
idiopathically  or  fympatheticaily  * ; and  the  next 
to  polypi  of  the  right  and  left  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  efpecially  when  an  effufiori  of  ferum  into 
the  cavities  of  the  brain  takes  place  at  the  fame 
time  f,  or  when  the  heart  is  ulcerated  £,  in  which 
cafe  a pain  likewife  is  for  the  moft  part  felt  in  its 
region  |j  \ likewife  to  preternatural  expanfion  and 
dilatation  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery. 
For  in  that  cafe  the  heart  requires  a greater  effort 
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to  propel  the  blood  through  the  arteries,  as  its 
propulfion  is  by  no  means  fupported  by  the  fy- 
ftole  of  the  arteries.  But  if  at  the  fame  time  the 
brain  happen  to  be  compreffed  with  water,  or  in 
any  other  way,  the  languid  adion  of  the  heart 
will  neceffarily  the  more  readily  yield  to  the  re- 
fiftance  of  the  blood  §. 

* Epljl.  anal.  med.  xxv.  n.  3.  f Id.  ib.  n.  4.  J Id.  ib. 
n.  17.  20.  21.  22.  ||  Id.  ib.  n.  11. 

§ Carcaffon  obferved  a cancerous  ulcer  of  the  heart , accompanied 
with  Tipothymia  and  fyncope.  The  hidory  of  the  cafe,  as  it  is  re- 
corded in  the  Hijl.  de  la  Soc.  Roy.  de  Med.  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  252.  is 
as  follows.  A girl  of  twenty- two  years  of  age,  labouring  under 
lues  venerea,  was  cured  by  the  rubbing  in  of  mercury.  She  was 
relieved  of  all  her  complaints.  There  only  remained  a kind  of 
■weight  in  the  inlide  of  the  ched,  oppofite  to  the  left  bread:,  between 
the  fifth  and  fixth  true  ribs  5 of  which  fhe  complained  before  em- 
ploying the  mercury.  For  five  or  fix  months  after  completing  the 
mercurial  courfe  fhe  conflantly  complained  of  the  fame  weight  5 
but,  in  addition  to  it,  a pungent  pain  at  the  fame  part,  from  the 
centre  of  the  bread  to  the  middle  of  the  dernum  of  the  fame  fide, 
had  come  on.  She  compared  this  pain  to  the  pricking  of  a needle. 
For  a year  afterwards  file  continued  to  be  affedled  with  a voracious 
appetite,  accompanied  with  lientery.  The  pulfe  was  fmall,  fre- 
quent, and  intermitting.  During  the  fevere  pains  it  ceafed  for 
a few  feconds.  Frequent  fits  of  lipothymia  and  fyncope  occurred. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  complaint  die  could  not  deep,  unlefs  in  the 
eredt  podure,  inclining  fomewhat  backwards  upon  the  left  fide,  or 
upon  the  fore-part  of  the  ched.  The  pain,  which  continued  for 
two  years,  increafed  gradually.  The  attacks  of  fyncope  became 
more  frequent  j and  fhe  likewife  complained  more,  efpecially  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  her  life.  A year  before  her  death  the  morbid 
appetite  was  fucceeded  by  loathing  of  food.  On  diffedlion  an  ulcer 
appeared,  &c. 

218  Nor,  perhaps,  is  it  far  from  the  truth  to 
fuppofe,  that  fometimes  air  evolved,  and  diilend- 
ing  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  is  the  reafon  why, 
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its  fyftole  being  impeded,  fyneope  follows,  as  was 
obferved  by  Graetz  according  to  Morgagni  f. 
Likewife  dropfy  of  the  pericardium,  or  any  con- 
nection of  it  with  the  heart,  has  fometimes  been 
obferved  to  impede  the  motion  of  the  latter  £ ; 
whether  that  takes  place  in  confequence  of  its 
fibres  becoming  foft  and  enervated  by  the  fur- 
rounding water,  or  becaufe,  in  confequence  of 
the  compreffion  and  weight,  the  heart  is  fo  bound, 
that  it  cannot  freely  dilate  itfelf.  Whatever,  in 
fhort,  whether  immediately  or  remotely,  may 
check  or  reprefs  the  motion  of  the  heart,  will  a£t 
as  a remote  caufe.  A fatal  fyneope  is  likewife  fud- 
denly  induced  by  rupture  of  the  heart.  Ludwig  || 
adduces  an  inftance  of  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart 
having  been  burft  by  an  external  blow,  and  occa- 
fioning  fudden  death.  Likewife  Langhans  § has 
obferved  the  left  auricle  of  the  heart  burft  by 
means  of  a polypus  contained  within  it ; and  Die- 
tericus  Mummfenius  of  Hamburgh  mentions 
its  having  become  corrupted  Iroin  the  fame  caufe. 

Di/fertat.  de  hydrop.  perl  card,  in  proem.  f L.  c.  n.  13. 

% Id.  ib.  n.  15.  1 6.  ||  Adverf.med.  Par.  i.  p.  234.  § Si 'ft. 

Helvet.  vol.  ii,  *[  Differ  t-.  inaug.  De  corde  rupto,  Lipf.  1764. 

/ • 

DIAGNOSIS . 

2x9.  The  eclyfis , or  threatening  of  iipothymia, 
is  preceded  by  confufion  of  the  head,  heavinefs, 
and  vertigo  ; by  dimnefs  of  fight ; by  palenefs  of 
the  face  and  lips ; coldnefs  of  the  extremities ; 


Iofs  of  ftrength  ; fweat  breaking  out  on  the  fore- 
head and  neck  ; anxiety  of  the  praecordia  ; a fmall, 
weak,  frequent,  variable,  and  fuddenly  change- 
able pulfe  : all  of  which  fymptoms  are  aggravated 
upon  the  actual  commencement  of  lipothymia. 
In  fyncope , however,  there  is  a fudden  and  total 
lofs  of  ftrength  ; the  refpiration  becomes  obfeure  ; 
the  pulfe  extremely  fmall,  or  altogether  fuppreff- 
ed  ; the  face  turns  pale  and  livid  ; the  whole 
body  is  bedewed  with  a cold  fweat,  and  itfelf 
feels  cold  ; the  patients  neither  fee,  hear,  nor 
fpeak,  but  fall  down  ; their  limbs  become  relaxed, 
as  if  by  paralyfis  ; fometimes  they  are  fpafmodi- 
cally  convulfed  ; the  noftrils  become  fharp  ; the 
eyes  hollow  and  inverted  ; the  temples  fink  ; and, 
it  the  fyncope  attain  its  height,  which  feme  name 
afpbyxia , the  face  likewife  becomes  greenifh. 

220.  Befides,  fyncope  differs  from  apoplexy 
by  the  pulfe,  refpiration,  and  colour  of  the  face, 
which  in  general  in  apoplexy  are  preferved,  or 
are  fometimes  even  increafed  ; while  in  fyncope 
they  are  deficient.  It  likewife  differs  from  epi- 
lepfy,  becaufe,  in  the  latter,  all  the  limbs  are  al- 
ternately convulfed,  but  do  not  become  motion- 
ids,  and  the  patient  foams  at  the  mouth.  Laftly, 
it  differs  from  the  hyfterical  fuffocation,  becaufe, 
in  the  latter,  the  refpiration  frequently  feems  to 
ceafe,  though  not  the  pulfe,  unlefs  fyncope  hap- 
pen to  be  conjoined  with  it.  Lipothymia  and 
fyncope  are  fubject  to  the  fame  varieties  as  .other 
complaints.  Hence  it  is  named  primary,  fecondx- 
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ry,  fymptomatic , hyjlerical , ccnvulfive,  and  idiopa- 
thic. That  fpecies  which  depends  upon  organic 
injuries  of  the  heart  itfelf,  or  neighbouring  parts, 
has  obtained  the  peculiar  name  of  fyncopc  car - 
diaca. 

PROGNOSIS. 

221.  c<  Thofe  who  are  frequently  fubjeft  to  fe- 
vers fainting-fits,  without  any  manifeft  caufe,  are 
fuddenly  cut  off*.”  For  they  feem  to  labour  under 
a polypus,  or  aneurifm,  or  other  organic  injury, 
by  which  the  motion  of  the  heart  and  blood  is  at 
length  completely  interrupted.  Frequently,  alfo, 
the  fudden  burfting  of  the  heart,  or  its  veffels, 
and  the  rapid  effufion  of  blood  into  the  cavity  of 
the  pericardium  or  thorax,  proves  a caufe  of  Hid- 
den death.  “ If  convulfions  and  fainting  fuper- 
vene  on  the  menftrual  flux,  it  is  a bad  fign  j\” 
For  convulfions  proceeding  from  inanition,  gene- 
rally prove  fatal  ; nor  can  the  heart,  when  a luf- 
ficient  quantity  of  blood  is  not  prefent,  renew  its 
motion.  But  the  diverfity  of  the  caufes  likewife 
cccafions  a diverfity  in  the  prognofis. 

* Hippocr.  aph.  41.  fe£t.  2.  f Aph.  50.  fe£t.  5. 

THE  CURE. 

222.  The  cure  is  twofold,  either  that  adapted 
to  the  paroxyfm,  as  it  is  called,  or  that  which  is 
employed  out  of  it.  In  the  paroxyfm  the  motion 
of  the  blood  and  heart  mud  immediately  be  exci- 
ted. The  face,  therefore,  ought  to  be  inftantly 
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fprinkled  with  cold  water.  For  when  the  fibres 
are  contracted  with  cold,  the  blood  is  propelled 
through  the  veins  into  the  heart,  and  revives  its 
motion.  In  this  manner  alfo  is  the  nervous  in- 
fluence excited,  fo  as  to  call  into  adtion  the  irri- 
tability of  the  heart.  The  fame  effedt  is  produ- 
ced by  volatile  remedies  applied  to  the  nofe,  as 
the  fpirit  of  balm,  and  Hungary  water ; the 
mcft  acrid  vinegar ; volatile  falts  ; fpirit  of  fa! 
ammoniac,  urine,  and  hartfhorn  ; and  oil  of  am- 
ber. We  mult  guard  againft  hurting  the  patient, 
however,  by  ftrong  odours,  or  fcernutatories. 
For  there  are  fome  perfons  who  can  by  no  means 
bear  them,  whether  they  be  agreeable  or  other- 
wife,  or  who  are  thrown  into  convulfions  by 
them,  which,  in  the  cafe  of  the  hyflerical  or  con- 
vulsive lipothymia,  is  attended  with  material  in- 
jury. Vinegar  and  volatile  falts  are  borne,  alinofl: 

% 

by  every  perfon.  Likewife  the  mo  ft  generous 
wine,  fpirit  of  balm,  the  confeElio  alkermes , and 
volatile  falts,  or  various  mixtures  of  thefe,  may 
Be  employed  with  caution  internally  at  proper  in- 
tervals. But  we  mull  be  guarded  in  our  employ- 
ment of  cordials  when  the  fyncope  has  fucceeded 
to  an  hemorrhage,  for  the  liberal  employment  of 
them,  by  exciting  the  vis  *vitce  too  much,  would 
be  apt  to  renew  the  hemorrhage. 

223.  If  the  complaint  arife  from  malignant  and 
poifonous  caufes,  it  muft  be  oppofed  by  means 
of  alexipharmacs  and  antitodes,  fuch  as  theriac, 
contrayerva,  Virginian  fnake-root,  wine,  peru- 
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vian  bark,  efpecially  if  the  lipothymia  or  fyncope 
be  a fymptom  of  a dangerous  fever.  Caftor  oil* 
camphor,  and  other  antihyfterical  remedies  are 
proper,  if  it  proceed  from  the  uterus  ; but  if  from 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  thofe  remedies  are  to 
be  employed  which  remove  or  corredt  the  caufe. 
Violent  pain  requires  fedative  and  anodyne 
means ; and  plethora,  polypus,  aneurifm,  or  ter- 
ror, indicate  bleeding.  Nor  ought  fridlion,  dry 
cupping-glafles,  and  acrid  clyfters  to  be  omitted, 
when  the  complaint  is  of  long  handing  ; and  the 
other  revelients  are  not  fuperfluous,  if  it  be  fuf- 

pedted  that  the  brain  is  primarily  affedled. 

✓ 

224.  When  the  paroxyfm  is  not  prcfent,  the 
caufes  muft  be  completely  removed  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  the  complaint.  In  general,  cor- 
dial, reftorative,  and  volatile  remedies  are  recom- 
mended, as  exciting  the  blood  and  heart,  repair- 
ing the  fluids,  or,  if  it  be  neceflary,  refoiving 
them.  To  which  objedt  the  regimen,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  patient’s  living,  ought  to  be  intirely 
diredted. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

\ 

OF  ASPHYXIA, — and  two  MORBID  STATES  of  tub 

PULSE,  ALLIED  TO  IT. 

225.  Afphyxia,  as  I have  already  obferved,  is  a 
reflation  of  the  pulfe,  of  fuch  a nature,  that  the 
arteries  no  where  throughout  the  body,  at  !caft 
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to  the  touch,  appear  to  move.  It  is  received  in 
this  fenfe  by  Galen,  and  others  who  have  follow- 
ed his  footfteps  But,  as  in  fevere  fyncope, 
the  pulfe  is  frequently  obferved  to  be  abfent, 
forne,  but  efpecially  fuch  as  derive  the  puliation, 
of  the  arteries  from  the  fyftole  of  the  heart,  have 
conjoined  afphyxia  with  fyncope  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  hold  it  to  be  as  it  were  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  that  difeafe.  It  is  not  furprifing,  there- 
fore, that  Sauvages  has  comprehended  apparent 
deaths  under  the  fingle  name  of  afphyxia , though 
he  be  oppofed  by  the  authority,  particularly  oi 
Lanciil,  who,  in  his  book — De fubitaneis  mortihus , 
— names  perfons  labouring  under  fuch  a fyncope, 
not  afphyflici , but  pfeudomortuL 

* Galen,  1.  i.  De  prafag.  ex  puljib.  c.  ii.  & 1.  i.  De  differ,  puts.  c.  3. 
Bond.  Medicin.  Septentrion.  T.  i.  1.  ii.  fe£t.  xxi.  c.  2.  et  fepulchret . T.i. 
1.  2.  fe£l.  ix.  Gif.  i.  iv.  vii.  xlvr.  ex  Bartholin  De  lacl.  theor . c.  14. 


226.  Sauvages  is  alfo  oppofed  by  Morgagni, 
who  afierts  that  afphyxia  is  prefent  when  the 
pulfe  is  io  much  diminifhed  that  it  can  no 
longer  be  felt ; and  adds,  that  the  patients  (till 
retain  their  fenfes,  fpeak,  and  move,  and  that  they 
do  not  become  perfectly  cold  ; in  which  refpeef 
they  molt  evidently  differ  from  perfons  in  a 
ftate  of  fyncope,  and  apparent  death  He 
inconteftibly  proves  this  opinion  concerning  af- 
phyxia, not  fo  much  by  the  cbfervations  in- 
ferted  in  the  Sepidchrctum  of  Bonet,  or  taken 
from  the  papers  of  Valfalva,  as  by  feveral  of  his 
own,  and  not  a few  of  others,  collected  from  dike- 
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rent  quarters.  For  he  in  the  fame  place  mentions  f 
o.fphyx'uz,  not  to  fay  of  one  or  two  clays,  but  ot  much 
longer  continuance,  fuch  as  have  been  prolonged 
for  upwards  of  forty  days,  or  even  for  four 
months,  without  the  refpiration,  power  of  fpeech, 
fenfation,  motion,  ftrength,  or  heat  being  ab- 
fent  j.  Moreover,  in  the  Adverfaria  ||,  he  not 
only  quotes  from  Ballonius  §,  an  initance  of  an 
afphyxia , which  continued  for  fourteen  days  be- 
fore death,  hut  likewife  two  cafes  from  Riolan  ^1, 
of  perfons  who  lived  for  fixteen  years  without 
any  pulfe  ; a fimilar  cafe  to  which  Ron  feus 
mentions  having  feen  “ For  the  patients  re- 
tain the  ufe  of  their  internal  and  external  fenfes 
fufficiently,  they  fpeak  with  eafe,  they  turn  them- 
felves  from  fide  to  fide  *|'f  ; feme  even  raife 
themfelvcs  readily  + J ; and,  as  our  countryman 
Ramazzini  has  obferved  ||jj,  a young  Jew,  whofe 
pulfation  all  ever  the  body  had  ceafed  for  four 
days,  was  fo  robuft  and  afiive,  that  on  the  very 
day  of  his  death  he  rofe  out  of  bed,  and  drelfed 
himfelf  §§.”  Hence  he  very  properly  concludes, 
<c  that  afphyxia  may  exift  without  lyncope,  but 
that  the  latter  cannot  be  without  the  former 


Ep.  Anat.  tried,  xxiv.  n.  i.  ix.  f N.  viii.  ix. 

X Haller’s  obfervations  confirm  the  fa£t,  vol.  iii.  Oper.  minor . 
p.  306.  R,amazzini.  Conjlit.  Epul.  an.  1692.  93.  94.  § 23.  Sclienck, 
vol.  ii.  llerryat,  Mem.  de  V Acad.  Roy.  des feienc.  cle  Paris , an.  1748. 
p.  58.  and  Com.  Lipf.  vol.  ii.  p.  iv.  p.  578. 

jj  Fernclius  mentions  an  afphyxia  of  twenty-four  hours  li  a vim- 
been  cured,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  Ramazzini,  Conjlit.  Ejid. 
§ 33-  Bartholin  ( Cent . iv.  obf.  42.)  mentions  inilances  of  perfens 

having  recovered  after  an  afphyxia  of  fix  days. 
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§ Advrrf.  ii.  animad.  44.  % Epid . 11.  *'*  Enchir . 

1.  v.  c.  46.  ff  Morgagni,  cit.  epift.  xxiv.  Ibid. 

m.  2.  DU  Ibid.  n.  6.  §§  L.  c.  n.  9.  If Epid. 

xxv.  n.  1. 

227.  Such  is  the  defeription  of  the  real  af- 
phyxia.  But  there  are  other  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint which  with  De  Haen  we  name  fpurious  *. 
Such  are  the  afphyxies  obferved  in  one  or  other, 
or  both  arms  ; while  in  the  mean  time  the  other 
arteries,  as  thofe  of  the  temple,  the  carotid,  cru- 
ral, and  arteries  eifewhere,  beat  as  ufual.  But 
thefe  partial  afphyxies  arife  either  from  the  ar- 
teries being  uncommonly  deep-feated,  or  from 
their  being  covered  with  too  much  fat ; or  from 
fome  variety  in  their  diflribution,  or  from  unufual 
fmallnefs  ; or  from  compreffion,  or  obftruction, 
or  fpafmodic  conftridtion  of  the  fubclavian  f , ax- 
illary, or  humeral  arteries.  Among  them  ought 
to  be  ranked  the  afphyxia,  which,  towards  the  end 
of  moft  difeafes,  fupervenes  in  confequence  of 
languor,  and  lofs  of  all  the  powers  of  the  fyftem, 
particularly  of  thofe  named  vital.  For  it  does  not 
happen  in  this,  as  in  the  real  afphyxia,  that  mo- 
tion, fpeech,  fenfe,  the  complexion  and  heat,  are 
equally  retained. 

* Rat.  Med.  T.  xii.  c,  2.  p.  42. 

f Congeition,  induration,  and  fwelling  of  the  lungs,  comprefs  the 
fuldavian  and  other  arteries. 

228.  As  the  origin  of  the  fpurious  afphyxies  is 
not  very  obfeure,  fo  the  explanation  of  it  does 
not  feem  difficult.  This  is  not  the  cafe,  how* 


OF  ASPHYXIA,  &C.  4 55 

V 

fever,  of  the  genuine  afphyxiee . For  little  light 
has  been  thrown  upon  this  complaint  from  anato- 
mical difleCtion.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  fame  caufes  which  induce  lipothymia  and 
fyncope  (216.  217.  218.)  here  alfo  have  a place, 
bur.  milder  in  degree.  Among  thefe,  rigidity  of 
the  arteries  feems  to  be  a very  probable  caufe,  in 
confequence  of  which  it  happens,  that  they  ad- 
mit the  blood,  but  cannot  be  diftended,  and  con- 
tract themfelves.  And  this  can  be  affirmed  more 
confidently  of  that  fpecies  which  is  accompanied 
with  a degree  of  languor  of  the  whole  body,  as 
well  as  of  the  mind.  But  how  will  fuch  caufes 

apply  properly  to  the  long-continued  afphyxia 

* ¥ 

which  constantly  preferves  the  functions  of  the 
mind  intire,  and  the  adtion  of  the  mufcles  vigo- 
rous ? Why,  on  the  motion  of  the  arteries,  the 
pulfation  of  which  can  be  felt,  ceafing,  do  not 
the  other  motions  alfo,  and  the  other  functions, 
as  in  fyncope,  become  quiefcent  ? Probably  in 
afphyxia  the  heart  and  great  vefiels  around  it  ftiil 
move  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  is  continued  through  the  lungs  and 
brain.  But  in  parts  remote  from  the  heart,  heat 
and  life  cannot  long  remain,  unlefs  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  in  thefe  alfo  iome  motion,  though  a gentle 
one,  of  tiie  fluids,  ftiil  remains.  While  the  mo- 
tion of  the  heart  and  blood,  therefore,  in  what- 
ever manner,  is  kept  up,  does  merely  the  fyftole 
of  the  arteries  ceafe,  through  the  fault  of  the 
nerves  going  to  them  ? Many  arguments,  deri* 
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ved  from  the  moft  accurate  obfervations,  feem  to 
demonftrate,  that  the  motion  of  the  arteries  does 
not  proceed  merely  from  the  adtion  of  the  heart 
But,  leaving  the  difcuffion  of  a point  involved  in 
inch  difficulties,  concerning  which  neither  Mor- 
gagni nor  DeHaen  could  draw  any  certain  conclu- 
lion,  it  is  better  to  mention  fomething  of  the  cau- 
les,  which  anatomical  diffedtion  has  difcovered  in 
the  bodies  of  thofe  who  have  died  of  afphyxia. 

* This  is  demonftrated  by  the  obfervations  of  Rhodius,  Lan- 
ciii,  Morgagni,  De  Haen,  Zimmerman,  Barthez,  and  others. 

229.  De  Haen  fays  cc  That  on  diffedtion  of 
many  who  have  died  of  afphyxia,  the  heart  and 
auricles  are  found  flaccid  and  dilated  ; that  in 
ethers  grumous, blood  is  detected,  and  that  fome- 
times  many  other  injuries  of  the  the  vital  vifeera 
are  difcovered ; that  it  is  obvious  that  fome  of  thefe 
morbid  dates  give  origin  to  afphyxia ; but  that 
the  explanation  of  the  fa£t  is  hitherto  imperfect 
and  uncertain,  as  the  fame  caufes  have  not  been 
difcovered  in  all  fubjedts  ; as  thefe  caufes  have 
not  given  rife  to  afphyxia  in  others  ; as  the  cau- 
fes, of  whatever  kind,  already  enumerated,  have 
produced  very  different  difeafes  ; and,  laftly,  as 
the  wonderful,  but  obfeure  doctrine  concerning 
the  nerves,  has  proven,  that,  without  any  veftige 
of  vital  difeafes  being  difcovered  on  diffedtion, 
thefe  may  be  excited  and  perpetuated  by  the 
nerves  alone.” 

1 

* Hat.  med.  vol.  xiL  p.  49, 
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230.  ^rom  the  anatomical  refearches  of  Morgag- 
ni we  may  certainly  infer,  that  afphyxia  fometimes 
arii’es,  not  fo  much  from  the  pericardium  adhering 
to  the  heart  by  membranous  ligaments,  as  from 
the  external  membrane  of  the  heart  itfelt  being 
indurated  and  thickened,  preventing  the  heart 
from  freely  dilating  itfelf  *,  efpecially  when  the 
pericardium  at  the  fame  time  abounds  with  water 
or  pus  ; as  alfo  from  polypi  in  the  heart,  or  at 
the  beginning  of  the  aorta  f ; or  from  ferum  col- 
lected in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  and  affeCting 
the  cerebellum  ; or  from  abfeefles  and  other  mor- 
bid hate  e the  cerebellum,  injuring  the  nerves 
going  to  the  heart  or  arteries.  Nor  can  we  ex- 
clude from  the  caufes  of  afphyxia,  a colluvies  in 
the  prim re  vicey  and  hyfterical  and  convulhve  af-» 
fe&ions. 

* Eptft.  anato  meet.  xxix.  n.  3,  f Ihid.  n.  7. 

231.  After  afphyxia  follow  two  other  morbid 
Pates  of  the  pulfe,  namely,  extreme  fmallnefs  of 
it,  conjoiued  with  weaknefs , and  an  occafional  de- 
ficiency of  it,  which  is  named  an  intermitting 
pulfe.  And  firft,  with  regard  to  the  former,  it  is 
either  natural,  and  does  not  then  portend  any  bad 
confequence ; or  it  proceeds  from  difeafe  *,  as 
from  extreme  flaccidity  and  atony  of  the  fibres  of 
the  heart  f,  from  increafed  bulk  of  the  heart* 
conjoined  with  extreme  thinnefs  and  weaknefs 
of  its  fides, — in  conlequerice  of  which  it  cannot 
V ol,  V.  R 
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expel  the  blood  with  the  requifite  force, — or 
with  water  contained  in  the  pericardium,  either 
relaxing  or  compreffing  the  heart.  For  the  heart, 
when  increafed  without  thefe,  occafions  a great, 
vibrating,  and  violent  pulfe.  But  the  water  con- 
tained in  the  pericardium,  if  it  be  acrid,  adds 
quicknefs,  and  fometimes  hardnefs,  to  it. 

* Morgagn.  epilt.  xi.  n.  13.  epift.  xxi.  n.  49.  et  xxx.  n.  15. 

232.  The  entrance  of  the  blood  alfo  into  the 
arteries  is  diminifhed  by  the  femilimar  valves  at 
the  mouth  of  the  aorta  having  become  indura- 
ted, cartilaginous,  or  offeous.  Hence  the  fmall 
weak  pulfe  may  be  eafily  underftood  to  be  deri- 
ved ; which  is  moreover  obferved  in  thofe  per- 
fons,  in  whofe  heart  the  coronary  veJTels , or  arte- 
ries proceeding  from  the  aorta,  have  acquired  a 
bony  hardnefs  *.  Likewife  fympathy  propaga- 
ted from  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  +,  from  a 
putrid  or  acrid  colluvies  there,  or  from  the  uterus 
to  the  heart  and  its  nerves  ; paralyfis  of  thefe 
nerves ; deficiency  of  the  blood  ; too  fmall  capa- 
city of  the  arteries ; a languid  fyftole ; and  dimi- 
nilhed  irritability,  beget  a weak  and  fmall  pulfe. 

* Morgagn.  ibid . n.  19.  f Id.  ib.  n.  20. 

233  Likewife  a weak  and  fmall  pulfe  will  be 
occaiioned  by  the  pericardium  being  clofely  uni- 
ted with  the  heart.  In  confequence  of  which, 
as  the  heart  can  neither  expand  nor  contract  it- 
felf  fufficiently,  there  is  no  wonder  that  the  pulfe 
becomes  weak.  Such  was  it  obferved  by  Peyer> 
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Lower,  and  Morgagni ; but  there  ought  to  be 
prefent  at  the  fame  time,  either  a deficient  quan- 
tity of  blood  ; or  languid  action  of  the  heart ; or 
great  refiftance  of  the  arteries,  as  rigidity,  hard- 
nefs,  and  narrow  diameter,  or  a fpafmodic  contrac- 
tion ; or  fuch  fulnefs  that  the  arteries  cannot  con- 
tract themfelves  vigoroufly.  Otherwife  the  puife 
might  be  quick  and  violent,  as  Dionyfius,  Freind, 
and  Lafay  * mention  it. 

* Morgagn.  epifl.  xxiv.  n.  12. 

234.  I fhali  now  proceed  to  fay  fomething  con- 
cerning the  intermitting  puife . An  intermitting 
puife  may  be  confidered  as  a very  Jljort  afphyxia . 
For  what  elfe  is  actual  afphyxia  but  an  inter- 
million  of  the  puife  remaining  for  a great  length 
of  time  ? But  intermiffion  of  the  puife  rarely  oc- 
curs by  itfelf  as  a difeafe  ; it  is  frequently  a fymp- 
tom  of  other  affeCtions,  to  afcertain  which,  a 
pretty  full  difcuffion  of  its  nature  and  caufes  will 
not  a little  contribute. 

235.  We  fay  that  the  puife  intermits  when 
the  diaftole  of  the  arteries  ceafes  at  intervals,  and 
cannot  be  felt.  For,  were  the  ceffation  of  the 
puife  of  long  continuance,  it  would  not  be  named 
intermiffion  of  the  puife , but  afphyxia . The  dia- 
ftole of  the  arteries  will  ceafe  at  intervals,  either 

if  the  heart  occafionally  do  not  tranfmit  the 

* 

blood  into  the  arteries,  or  if  the  arteries  do  not, 
receive  it,  or,  though  they  do,  not  in  that  quan- 
tity which  is  requisite  for  their  dilatation.  The 
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heart  will  not  tranfmit  the  blood  Into  the  arte- 
ries, unlefs  it  alternately  contract  and  dilate  it- 
felf,  and  unlefs  the  pafiages  through  which  it 
receives  and  tranfmits  the  blood  be  fufficiently 
tree.  The  alternate  contradtion  and  dilatation  of 
the  heart  is  interrupted,  if  the  nervous  influence, 
or  influx  of  the  blood,  be  defedtive,  or  if  any  ob- 
' ftacies  be  oppofed  to  the  heart  which  may  pre- 
vent its  moving  itfelf  outwards.  It  will  not  re- 
ceive the  blood,  nor  tranfmit  it  freely,  if  the  due 
quantity  be  deficient,  if  the  paflfages  be  ob- 
ftrudted  or  comprefled,  or  if  their  ftrudture  re- 
cede in  any  way  from  the  natural  ftate,  inter- 
rupting or  deranging  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  in  various  ways.  If  thefe  adt  or  take 
place  by  intervals,  or  occafionally  only,  the  dia- 
ftole  of  the  arteries  alfo  will  occafionally  ceafe, 
that  is,  the  pulfe  will  intermit. 

236.  But  although  the  heart  be  both  well  con- 
ftrudted,  and  its  adtion  properly  performed,  ftill 
the  pulfation  may  intermit  through  the  fault  of 
the  arteries ; that  is,  if  the  mouths  of  them  be 
too  narrow  ; if  their  coats  do  not  yield  fufficient- 
ly to  the  impelling  power  ; if  they  cannot  readily 
contract ; if  the  nervous  power,  or  irritability  in 
them,  be  either  languid,  or  affedt  them  fpafmodi- 
cally  \ if  the  aorta,  at  its  beginning  and  arch,  be 
fo  dilated,  that  the  valves  cannot  fhut,  fo  that, 
when  it  is  contradled,  the  blood  is  forced  back 
into  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart ; in  that  caie, 
an  intermiffion  of  the  pulfe  will  take  place, 
and  the  mere  readily  according  as  the  ven- 


OF  ASPHYXIA,  &C.  2(jl 

tricle  of  the  heart  is  more  dilated.  The  inter- 
mifli on  of  the  pulfe,  from  this  caufe,  is  fyn- 

chronous  with  the  diaftole  of  the  heart : while 
in  other  cafes,  it  is  fynchronous  with  the  fyftole 
of  the  heart  *.  For  we  confider  it  as  being  fuf- 
ficiently  afcertained,  that  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  arteries  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  action  of  the  heart  alone. 

* Inftances  of  dilatation  cf  the  heart  and  aortay  attended  with 
tntermijjion  of  the  pulfe , — depending,  as  I imagine,  on  that  caufe, — 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Italian  collection  of  Tozzetti,  entitled,  Pri - 
ma  raccolta  di  ojfervazwni  mediche , p.  115.  to  1 25. 

V 

237.  The  caufes  which  in  general  induce  pal- 
pitation (of  which  in  the  following  chapter),  //- 
pothymia , fyncope  (216.  217.  2 i£.  j,  and  true  af- 
phyxia  (2  28.  et  feq.),  are  fuppofed  to  be  capable 
of  occafioning  intermitting  pulfe,  but  a£t  lefs 
powerfully,  and  for  a (horter  time.  But,  accord- 
ing to  pra&ical  obfervations,  and  anatomical  dif- 
fedtion,  the  more  frequent  and  certain  caufes  of 
intermitting  pulfe,  are  morbid  conditions  of  the 
tricufpid,  mitral,  and  femilunar  valves,  fuch  as 
rigid  or  bony  hardnefs  of  them,  efpecially  con- 
joined with  dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle,  as 

ICowper  and  Vieuffens  difcovered,  or  calculi  or 
tumours  formed  in  them,  fuch  as  Horft  and  Bel- 
lini have  feen  \ polypi  both  of  the  heart  and  ad- 
joining veflels  * ; increafed  bulk  or  ulceration  of 
the  heart,  as  is  recorded  in  the  Sepulchretum  Ana- 
; tomicum  of  Bonet,  although  this  laft  does  not 
always  occafion  an  intermitting  pulfe  f ; the  peri- 
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Cardinal  adhering  to  the  heart  or  abounding  with 
putrid  fluid  ; the  inner  coat  of  the  aorta  being 
eroded,  as  Michellotte  once  obferved  in  a noble- 
man of  diftindion  (as  will  hereafter  be  fhewn)  ; 
paflions  of  mind  by  which  the  nerves  of  the 
heart,  or  thofe  which  go  to  the  arteries  or 
mufcles  lying  over  them,  are  affeded  % ; lefion, 
cutting,  compreflion,  or  paralyfis  of  the  par  va- 
gum , or  intercoftal  nerves,  as  has  been  fhewn  by 
the  experiments  of  Valfalva  and  Molinel  ; the 
nerves  of  other  parts  being  like  wife  irritated  and 
pundured,  as  in  excruciating  pains  and  wounds; 
hypochondriacal,  hyfterical,  and  ether  nervous 
affedions  jj  ; wind  diftending  the  ftomach  ; dyf- 
pepfia  ; worms ; and  other  complaints  of  the 
vifeera  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  which, 
whether  by  compreflion  or  irritation,  being  pro- 
pagated along  the  nerves,  fometimes  interrupt  the 
motion  of  the  heart  or  arteries  ; although  the  in- 
termiflion  of  the  pulfe  is  generally  then  of  fhort 
'duration. 

u . 1 • 

'*  Morgagni,  1.  c,  n.  2 i.  n.  22.  f Id.  lb.  £ Id.  lb.  n.  20. 

Jj  In  a widow  of  thirty-nine  years  of  age,  tired  of  her  condition, 
though  of  an  excellent  habit  and  temperament,  but  for  fevera! 
years  fo  liable  to  rheumatifm,  that  (he  was  diftreffed  with  a parti- 
cular fenfation  of  cold,  from  the  thigh  to  the  foot  of  the  right  £de, 
Zimmerman  found  the  pulfe  ifnall,  wTeak,  and  (low,  in  the  right 
arm,  while  in  the  left  it  was  quick  and  (Irong.  De  I'expcr.  vol.  iL 
p.  23.  The  fame  thing  generally  takes  place  in  paralytic  limbs, 
Vogel,  Prax.  med . 

238.  Afphyxia,  fmall  and  weak,  or  intermit- 
ting pulfe,  cafiiy  appear  of  themfelves.  The 
caufes  alfo,  if  all  the  preceding  circumftances  be 
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properly  weighed,  as  well  as  the  obfervations 
which  have  been  delivered  in  other  chapters,  con- 
cerning the  difeafes  of  the  proecordia  and  thorax, 
it  will  not  be  impoffible  to  difcover.  Generally 
every  defeat,  or  languor,  or  intermiffion  of  the 
pulfe,  if  they  proceed  from  caufes  inherent  in  the 
heart  itfelf,  or  neighbouring  vefTels,  are  of  more 
importance,  and  attended  with  greater  danger, 
than  if  they  proceeded  from  another  caufe.  In- 
termiffion of  the  pulfe,  if  it  proceed  from  the 
heart  being  immediately  affcded,  may  be  diftin- 
guithed  by  applying  the  hand  to  the  heart.  For 
if,  at  the  fame  time  when  the  pulfation  ceafes, 
the  motion  of  the  heart  likewife  ceafe,  it  may 
be  certainly  pronounced  that  the  intermiffion  of 
the  pulfe  proceeds  from  the  heart,  as  the  diaftole 
of  the  arteries  is  fimultaneous  with  the  fyftole  of 
the  heart.  But  if  the  motion  of  the  heart  be 
found  to  be  regular,  and  by  no  means  interrupted, 
it  is  a proof  that  the  intermiffion  of  the  pulfe  pro- 
ceeds from  the  arteries  being  immediately  af* 
feded. 

239.  But  enough  of  thefe  affedions,  as  being 
frequently  fymptoms  of  other  difeafes,  or  confi- 
dered  as  fuch  by  nofologifts. v For  the  greater  or 
leffer  danger  attending  them,  or  the  evil  they 
denote,  depend  upon  the  diverfity  of  their  origin; 
in  the  fame  manner  as  their  cure  *,  which,  for 
the  moll  part,  will  reft  upon  that  of  the  difeafe 
of  which  they  are  a fymptom* 
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* A long-continued,  irregular  pulfe  has  been  cured  by  a fwzll 
dofe  of  opium  given  daily,  as  Morgagni  relates  in  the  Epift.  anat. 
med.  ix.  n,  7. 
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240.  The  a&ion  of  the  heart  may  not  only  be 
fcminiflied,  interrupted,  and  ceafe,  but  like  wife 
inc»*eafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  what  is  by  no 
means  obferved  by  a perfon  in  health,  while 
it  is  moving  naturally,  when  inereafed,  both  be- 
comes perceptible,  and  occafions  fome  uneafmefs. 
This  happens  when  the  heart  beats  with  uncom- 
mon violence,  ftriking  the  breaft  with  unufuai 
force,  and  pufhing  it  outwards,  fo  that  even  the 
hand,  when  applied,  is  frequently  repelled.  Nay, 
fo  great  often  is  the  motion  of  the  heart  thenf 
that  it  not  only  becomes  unpleafant  to  the  pa- 
tient’s feeling,  but  is  alfo  rendered  manifeft,  both 
to  the  light  and  hearing  of  others,  in  confequence 
of  the  heaving  and  found  * of  the  ribs.  This 
violent  and  vibrating  concuffion  of  the  heart  is 
termed  palpitation , and  by  the  Greeks  ^ax/xoc. 

* Forreft  relates,  that  a young  man,  in  confequence  of  a wound, 
was  feized  with  fuch  a palpitation  of  the  heart,  that  the  found  was 
heard  through  the  window  by  the  paflengers  going  along  the  llreet. 

241.  The  heart  cannot  pufh  the  cheft  outwards, 
unlefs  it  contrail:  itfelf  with  unufuai  violence,  or 
attempt  to  do  fo.  The  proximate  caufe  of  palplta- 
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cion,  therefore,  will  be  an  unufually  violent  fy~ 
ftole,  or  contraction  of  the  heart.  But  the  heart, 
in  order  that  it  may  contract  with  unulual  vio- 
lence, mult  be  irritate^  by  fome  more  acrid  fti- 
mulus  than  nature  can  bear,  or  at  leaft  (which  is 
likewife  probable)  the  reiiftances  to  be  overcome 
by  ir,  while  the  power  of  contraction  of  the  heart 
remains  the  fame,  ought  to  be  diminifhed.  For  in 
both  cafes  a more  violent  contraction  of  the  heart 
follows,  and  its  aCtion  is  almoft  intirely  exerted 
on  the  ribs.  But  feveral  kinds  of  ftimuli,  calcu- 
lated for  that  purpofe,  are  either  contained  in  the 
heart  itfelf,  or  feem  placed  without  it  ; or,  what 
comes  to  the  fame  thing,  the  remote  caufes  of 
palpitation  confift  in  thofe  things  which  either  ir- 
ritate the  heart,  or  afford  a caufe  of  irritation. 

242.  The  caufes  inherent  in  the  heart  are 
efpecially  thofe  morbid  conditions,  which  either 
attraCt  too  great  a quantity  of  blood  to  n,  as 
an  aneurifmatic  dilatation,  flaccidity  and  relaxa- 
tion both  of  the  heart  and  auricles  *,  and  of 
the  coronary  arteries  ; or  which  diftraCt  and 
irritate  its  fibres,  as  inflammation,  abfcefs,  tu- 
bercles, calculi,  or  fmall  bones,  formed  any  where 
in  it ; or  which  retard  the  egrefs  or  ingrefs  of  the 
blood  into  the  heart,  as  varices  and  obftruCtions  of 
the  coronary  vein  ; polypous  concretions  obftruCt- 
ing  the  auricles,  finufes,  or  great  vejfels ; flefhy  or 
ftony  bodies  formed  within  $ conftriCtion,  com- 
preffion,  or  dilatation  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
auricles,  or  fmufes ; a cartilaginous  or  bony  iu„ 
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duration  of  thefe  parts ; the  tricufpid,  femilunar, 
or  mitral  valves  having  become  indurated,  rigid, 
or  abounding  with  calculi  or  final!  bones,  growing 
together,  becoming  too  thin,  or  adhering, — for  in 
tnat  cafe  they  either  do  not  permit  the  egrefs  of  the 
blood  out  of  the  heart,  or  they  do  not  hifficiently 
prevent  the  regurgitation  of  that  which  has  paflfed 
out  X : — tumours,  of  whatever  kind,  growing  to 


the  bafe  of  the  heart,  or  lying  between  the  coats 
cf  the  arteries  going  out  of  the  heart ; fwelling, 
o hi  fi  cat  ion,  abfcefs,  or  polypus  |J,  and  fimilar 
morbid  dates  of  the  heart  itielf.  To  which  may 
be  properly  added,  too  great  irritability  and  fen- 
Ability  of  the  heart ; on  account  of  which,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  flighted  dimulus,  its  adion  is 
quickened  in  children,  young  people,  and  wo- 
men of  a delicate  habit  of  body. 


'*  When  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  is  dilated,  it  admits  too 
great  a quantity  of  blood  into  the  heart } in  confequence  of  which 
it  is  irritated,  and  palpitates. — Morgagni. 

f A cartilaginous  induration  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  or  its 

being  befet  internally  and  externally  with  ftony  tubercles , efpecially 

*>■ 

when  joined  with  increafed  bulk  of  the  heart,  has  been  obferved  by 
Morgagni  \ epid.  xxiii.  n.  io.  13.  14.  Riolan,  in  his  Anthropologies , 
has  deferibed  the  heart  of  a malefactor  as  having  been  in  a cartila- 
ginous date.  A bone  has  been  obferved  in  the  human  heart  by 
Gemma,  like  that  which  is  faid  to  have  been  extracted  from  the 
body  of  Pope  Urban  VIII.  Barthplini  ad  Fortunat.  Licetum. 
cent.  i.  epid.  Ixvi. 

± Morgagn.  Epijl.  anat.  tned.  xxiii.  n.  9.  |{  Id,  epid.  ii.  n.  15. 


243.  In  whatfoever  of  thefe  ways  it  happens 
that  the  blood  remains  in  the  heart,  whether  be- 
caufe  it  does  not  freely  pafs  from  the  right  or  left 
cavities,  or  frorp  the  coronary  veins  ; or  becaufe  it 
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is  with  difficulty  admitted  into  them,  efpecially 
into  the  left  cavities,  or  becaufe  a more  copious 
flow  takes  place,  particularly  into  the  right  cavi- 
ties ; it  will  doubtlefs  neceflarily  happen,  that  the 
irritability  of  the  heart  will  be  roufed  to  more 
violent  contraction,  the  degree  of  which  will  cor- 
refpond  with  the  irritability  and  mobility  of  the 
heart.  Thus,  for  example,  the  auricles  of  the 
heart,  when  preternaturally  dilated,  either  fend 
too  much  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  heart,  or 
being  diftended  with  blood,  comprefs  the  trunks 
of  the  pulmonary  veflels  and  aorta  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and,  retarding  the  pafiage  of  blood 
from  the  heart,  give  rife  to  palpitation.  Precifely 
in  like  manner  tumours  abundance  cf  fat,  or 
flefhy  excrefcences,  growing  at  the  bafe  of  the 
heart  f , fuch  as  Garner  has  obferved  by  com- 
prefling  the  trunks  of  the  arteries,  feem  capable 
of  inducing  palpitation.  Likewife,  in  confequence 
cf  a morbid  ftate  of  the  mitral  valves,  or  in 
confequence  of  obftrudtion  and  compreflion  of 
the  left  auricle,  or  pulmonary  and  coronary  veins; 
the  blood  being  retained  in  the  right  cavities  of 
the  heart,  or  its  whole  fubftance,  will  folicit  it  to 
more  frequent  and  violent  contractions. 

* Tumours,  which  occupy  the  fides  of  the  heart,  do  not  induce 
palpitation,  as  appears  from  the  obfervations  of  Albertini.  Like- 
wife  the  quality  of  the  matter  is  to  be  confidered,  Albertini  ob- 
ferved a bloody  tumour  unaccompanied  with  palpitation.  Com , 
Injl,  fcient.  Bonon.  vol.  i.  in  opufc. 

f Bartholin  mentions,  that  other  diftinguiihed  authors  have  ob- 
ferved fimilar  phenomena.  He  obferves ; In  fych  perfons  as 
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have  died  fuddenly,  Riolan  has  found,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
vena  cava,  flefhy  fubftances,  with  a fatty  mafs  j and,  in  a phthilical 
patient,  Worm  obferved  fome  caruncula  growing  out  from  each  ven- 
tricle of  the  heart,  which  the  celebrated  anatomift  Bauhin  like- 
wife  obferved.  I myfelf  alfo  formerly  noticed  the  fame  thing  at 
Padua.  To  fay  nothing  of  the  prieft  affefled  with  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  mentioned  by  Schenck  (lib.  xxii.  Olfervat .),  at  the  bafe 
of  whofe  heart  there  was  an  excrefcence  weighing  nx  drachms.” 

t Sepulchret.  fe6t.  viii.  obf.  23. 

244.  To  the  caufes  which  exift  out  of  the 
heart  are  referred,  diminiihed  capacity,  and 
bony % or  cartilaginous  hardnefs  of  the  aorta, 
efpecially  conjoined  with  other  morbid  ftates  of 
the  pnxcordia,  blood,  brain,  or  nerves ; aneu- 
rifm  or  polypus  of  the  fame,  and  various  kinds 
of  tumours  of  its  coats  ; a fpafmodic  eonftri&ion. 
Induced  by  an  acrid  humour  being  depofited  j% 
Secreted,  or  exfuding  ; ulceration  of  the  inner 
coat  J,  as  has  been  obferved  by  Morgagni,  Lan- 
cili,  and  in  a Venetian  nobleman,  by  my  towns- 
man Michelotte  j|  ; acrid  ferum  §,  pus,  and  ichor* 
collected  in  the  pericardium  ; a tumour,  an  ab- 
fcefs,  efpecially  at  the  bafe  of  the  pericardium; 
the  pericardium  itfelf — although  it  foinetimes  oc- 
cafions  palpitation,  Sometimes  not,  as  Morgagni  ob- 
serves If, — having  become  thick,  hard,  Surrounded 
with  fit,  cartilaginous,  bony,  adhering  cloSeto  the 
heart,  at  leaft  when  it  comprelfes  and  nearly  ftran- 
gulates  the  veffels  palling  out  of  the  heart ; the 
trunk  of  die  aorta,  immediately  under  its  arch, 
being  ccmpn  fifed  by  the  left  branch  of  the  bron- 
chia, which  lies  under  it,  being  dilated  by  inSpl- 
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ration,  as  Portali  remarks  **  ; likewife  the  pul- 
monary veffels  being  compreffed  by  tubercles, 
vomicse,  hydatids,  empyema,  hydrothorax,  or 
hydrocardia, — although  this  caufe  be  not  alone 
fufficient, — or  in  any  way  obftrudted  ; a narrow 
flat  cheft  ; the  fpine  of  the  back  being  diftorted, 
or  crooked  ; thick,  vifcid,  fluggifh  blood,  in  too 
great  quantity,  or  morbid  in  point  of  motion  and 
acrimony,  as  in  cachexy,  chlorofis,  bad-condi- 
tioned fluids,  acute  difeafes,  repelled  itch,  herpes, 
gout,  or  arthritis,  external  ulcers  dried  up,  lues 
venerea,  fcurvy,  and  cuftomary  evacuations  fup- 
preffed  ; hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  affec- 
tions, in  which  the  heart  is  not  unfrequently  af- 
fected by  confent  and  irritation  either  of  the  vef- 
fels, or  cellular  fubftance,  or  membranes,  or 
nerves ; fpafm  of  the  diaphragm,  particularly  of 
its  proceffes  or  appendages,  between  which  the 
aorta  defcends,  and  may  be  conftriCted  by  them 
being  convulfed ; depraved  digeltion  in  the  pri- 
med vice  ; worms  ff  ; flatus  J J ; unufual  exertions 
of  body,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  an  indolent  lux- 
urious life,  emotions  of  mind,  efpecially  rage, 
joy,  and  terror ; and,  laftly,  the  nerves,  both  ia 
the  brain  and  ganglia,  and  in  the  branches  of  the 
par  vagumy  going  to  the  heart,  being  irritated  cr 
otherwife  morbidly  affeCted. 

f From  the  obfervations  of  Verdris  (Eph.  nat . cur.  cent.  vi.  obf. 
51.)  it  appears,  that  enlargement,  hardnefs  and  fwelling  of  the 
heart,  are  frequently  found  conjoined  with  oflification  of  the  aorta  : 
likewife  that  the  heart,  the  coronary  veffels,  and  right  auricle,  are 
sound  enlarged,  appears  from  the  obfervations  of  Plane.  Simply 
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enlargement  of  the  right  auricle,  in  confequence  of  which  too  great 
a quantity  of  blood  is  lent  into  the  right  ventricle,  as  Gratz  men- 
tions, was  fufficient  to  induce  palpitation . Palpitation,  according  to 
Cohaufen,  is  conjoined  with  fcirrhus  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  and 
with  vifeid  and  mucous  blood,  as  alfo  with  too  much  blood,  or  that 
of  a bad  quality. 

f Frequently  an  acrid JhiiJ  is  depofited  there,  if  debility  and  re- 
laxation attraft  it.  It  is  iikewife  fecreted } if  it  be  true  that  an 
oily  mucus  diftils  from  the  coats  of  the  arteries  (as  Lancifi  and  Gor- 
ier contend,  and  which  Morgagni  does  not  deny),  fer  lubricating 
them.  SeeJ^ancifi  De  cord.  1.  ii.  prop.  vi.  Morgag.  ep.  xxiii.  n.  5. 

} Sometimes  the  aorta  is  fo  convulfed,  that  the  thicker  and 
rougher  particles,  which  of  themfelves  could  not  circulate,  are  dri- 
ven towards  the  inner  furface  of  the  artery,  flick  there,  produce 
ulceration,  and  a fenfe  of  acrid  and  burning  heat *,  which  accounts 
for  this  fenfe  of  heat,  of  which  patients  frequently  complain. 

||  Namely,  in  Aloys  Fofcar,  who,  on  that  account,  had  been 
liable  before  his  death  to  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  aorta,  and  to 
an  irregular  and  intermitting  pulfe.  See  Comment,  inftit . fcient . Bonon. , 
vol.  i.  p.  419. 

§ Morgagni,  epift.  xvi.  n.  23.  Epift.  xxiii.  n.  23. 

**  Mem . de  l' Acad.  Roy.  des  Scienc.  an.  17 69. 

ff  Morgagni  does  not  confider  it  as  being  a w7ell-eflabiifhed 
fa6V,  that  w7orms  have  been  found  in  the  pericardium  ; and  thinks 
that  no  conclufion  can  be  drawTn  from  the  obfervations  of  Sylvius, 
Hartman,  Ballonius,  Haller,  and  Riolan.  The  Epift.  already 
quoted,  xxiii.  art.  xv.  Likewife  Epift.  xxiv.  n.  23.  He  is  rather 
of  opinion,  that  worms  vellicating  the  cardia  draw  the  heart  into 
confent.  Epift.  xxiii.  n.  15.  Several  notes  upon  c.  x.  par.  i$2i 
Concerning  the  difeafes  of  the  lower  belly , appear  to  be  in  point. 

JJ  A difeharge  of  wTind  from  the  ftomach  alleviates  a palpita- 
tion. The  ftomach  and  inteftines  being  diftended  with  air  prefs 
againft  the  diaphragm  and  heart  lying  above  them.  The  exigence 
of  air  in  the  heart  and  pericardium,  alleged  by  Morgagni,  is  not. 
Sufficiently  demonft  rated.  Ibtd% 
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THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

24 y The  fymptoms  which  are  alinoil  peculiar 
to  palpitation,  are  to  be  got  from  the  obfervations 
already  laid  down  in  par.  240.  It  mu  ft  be  ob- 
ferved,  moreover,  that  fometimes  the  motion  of 
the  heart,  when  the  palpitation  is  uncommonly 
violent,  by  its  force  luxates  and  breaks  the  ribs 
themfelves,  a fa£t  which  Fernelius  and  Bellini  at- 
teft ; that  the  voice  and  refpiration,  when  the 
complaint  is  uncommonly  violent,  are  interrupt- 
ed ; that  anxiety  of  the  praecordia,  vertigo,  tin- 
nitus aurium,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  fainting, 
interruption  of  the  fleep,  and  alarming  dreams, 
frequently  come  on  ; and  that  the  pulfe,  which, 
when  the  complaint  is  fighter,  is  fcarcely  quicker 
than  ufual,  now  becomes  intermitting,  or  at  leaft 
very  irregular,  fmall,  and  oblcure.  But  fome 
authors,  as  Bellini  and  Lieutaud,  affirm,  that 
every  variety  of  the  pulfe  may  be  conjoined  with 
palpitation  ; or  that  the  pulfe  is  fometimes  flow, 
at  other  times  frequent,  at  other  times  quick, 
great,  fmall,  ftrong,  weak,  unequally  irregular, 
intermitting,  and  fo  forth ; according  as  the  heart 
is  contra&ed  in  one  way  rather  than  another,  and 
the  blood  propelled  into  the  arteries  with  various 
force,  in  different  quantity,  and  with  different 
quicknefs,  or  according  as  the  capacity  and  refin- 
ance of  the  arteries  oppofe  a greater  or  leffer  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  free  paffage  of  the  blood.  For  it 
may  happen,  that  the  heart  may  contraft  very 
frequently,  and  the  pulfarions  of  the  arteries  hill 
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be  few ; becaufe,  at  every  contraction  of  the 
heart,  fo  much  blood  is  not  tranfmitted  to  the  ar- 
teries as  is  required  to  fill  and  dilate  them  pro- 
portionably ; or  becaufe  it  is  not  received  from 
the  arteries  in  fuch  a way  that  the  vibrations  of 
the  arteries  correfpond  with  the  motions  of  the 
heart. 

246.  Palpitation  likewife  differs  in  refpeCt  to 
its  degree,  manner,  duration,  and  origin.  Hence 
one  is  flight,  another  great,  one  uniform,  another 
irregular ; it  is  continued  or  intermitting,  and 
recurs  at  certain  intervals  or  hours,  or  it  is  ac- 
cidental ; or  idiopathic  ; or  fympathetic  ; or  con- 
vulfive.  Some  likewife  affert,  that  it  differs  from 
tremor  of  the  heart.  For  as  they  fuppofe  that 
the  pulfe  correfponds  with  the  motion  of  the 
heart,  and  know,  that  in  palpitation  of  the  heart 
it  may  be  flow,  they  fay  *,  that  it  is  manifeft  that 
palpitation  cannot  confift  in  tremor , becaufe  tre- 
mor of  the  heart,  that  is  to  fay,  its  frequent  con- 
traction, ought  likewife  to  occafion  a frequent 
pulfe.  But  they  feem  to  labour  under  an  error, 
and  among  them  Balloni  is  not  confident  with 
tiimfelf.  For  he  confefles,  that  fometimes  palpi- 
tation is  conjoined  with  a very  quick  motion  of 
the  heart,  and  that  fometimes  it  is  accompanied 
with  a flow  pulfe  (245.).  But  does  not  a very 
quick  motion  of  the  heart  convey  the  idea  of 
tremor  ? Why,  therefore,  may  not  tremor 
of  the  heart  be  referred  to  palpitation  ? This 
feems  in  fome  meafure  to  be  hinted  by  Senac  f 
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and  Lieutaud  t,  of  whom  the  one  affirms,  that 
palpitation,  when  it  is  flight,  may  be  confounded 
with  tremor  of  the  heart,  which  is  fufficiently 
manifefted  to  confift  in  a certain  languid  date  of 
the  heart,  by  the  weak,  irregular  pulfe,  lofs  of 
ftrength,  fainting,  and  cold  fweats,  the  forerun- 
ners of  death.  But,  in  palpitation,  the  aftion 
of  the  heart  feems  to  be  increafed,  while  in  the 
tremor  which  precedes  death  it  is  diminiihed  ; 
which,  in  fa £t,  may  be  confidered  as  forming  no 
flight  diftindion  between  the  complaints.  Jt 
might  be  replied,  however,  that  tremor  is  not  al- 
ways conjoined  with  languor  of  the  vital  powers, 
and  that  not  unfrequentiy  it  is  excited  by  a con- 
vulfive  affection  of  the  heart,  which  is  a kind  of 
increafe  of  the  irritability  ; and  that,  if  ever  it  do 
fucceed  to  deficiency  of  the  ftrength,  the  defed  of 
the  ftrength  is  fupplied  by  the  celerity  of  the  mo- 
tion : that  it  is  therefore  not  to  be  feparated  from 
palpitation. 

* Bellini.  f Trait . du  coeur,  J Hift.  anat% 

247.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the  diagnofis  of 
palpitation  is  eafy,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
variety  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  is  produced 
could  be  diftinguifhed  with  equal  precifion.  A re- 
trofped  alone  of  paft  circumftances  feems  to  con- 
tribute moll  to  attain  a knowledge  of  their  diffe- 
rences. If  the  palpitation  depend  upon  plethora, 
upon  vifcid  blood,  and  relaxation  of  the  folids, 
or  if  it  depend  upon  acrimonies,  both  the  prece- 
Vol.  V,  S 
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ding  fymptoms,  and  thofe  conjoined  with  the 
complaint,  will  point  out  to  us  the  prefence  of 
plethora,  bad-conditioned  fluids,  cachexy,  chlo- 
rofiSj  icurvy,  lues  venerea,  and  retention  or  repul- 
iion  of  acrid  things.  It  it  proceed  from  imperfect 
chy lification,  from  worms,  from  hyfteria  or  hy- 
pochondriafis,  from  wind  in  the  ftomach,  or 
from  injuries  of  the  brain  or  nerves, — the  fvmp- 
toins  of  e^ch  of  thefe  affedlions,  which  I have 
frequently  pointed  out,  will  be  prefent.  And  in- 
deed, in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  per  ions, 
there  frequently  occurs  a particular  conftridtion 
about  the  cardia,  on  account  of  which  the  food 
pa i Fes  with  difficulty  into  the  ftomach.  This  con- 
ftridtion  generally  arifes  from  a fpafrn  of  the  fu- 
perior  orifice  of  the  ftomach  or  of  the  oe  fop  hag  us, 
which  not  unfrequently  is  propagated  to  the  fau- 
ces ; fometimes,  however,  it  proceeds  from  a con- 
vulfion  of  the  diaphragm,  through  which  the  cefo- 
phagus  pa  (Fes.  Likewife  a fpafmodic  pain  pa  lies 
to  the  back  and  (boulders,  or  even  to  the  arms, 
inch  as  is  excited  by  aneurifrns,  although  in  this 
cafe  no  fymptoms  of  fuch  a morbid  ftate  be  pre- 
fent. 

248.  The  fymptoms  of  the  remaining  caufes, 
as  thofe  of  hydrothorax,  hydrocardia,  and  other 
difeafes,  to  which  the  thorax  and  lungs  are  liable, 
have  already  been  delivered  el fe where  *.  But 
the  proper  place  for  difeuffing  polypous  concre- 
tions, aneurifrns,  varices,  and  other  organic  in- 
juries of  the  prsecordia,  will  be  in  chanter  X. 
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and  XI.  Morbid  thicknefs,  or  adhefion,  or  fweli- 
ing  of  the  pericardium,  can  fcarcely  be  afcer- 
tained.  Generally  with  thefe  the  motion  of  tlie 
heart  is  deranged,  or  fymptoms  of  a varicofe  kind, 
of  which  we  fhall  hereafter  fpeak,  are  fometimes 
found  5 although  there  is  always  reaton  for  the  • 
phyfician  doubting,  whether  the  deranged  mo- 
tion, or  palpitation,  proceed  from  an  injury  of 
the  pericardium,  or  rather  from  a morbid  date 
of  feme  of  thofe  parts  which  are  placed  under 
and  within  it,  and  are  not  fo  much  redrained  by 
it  in  their  motions,  that  thefe  do  not  become 
feniible.  Nay,  fometimes  along  with  thefe  even 
the  bulk  of  the  heart  has  been  found  increafed,  by 
Albertini  j* . But  morbid  dates  of  the  pericardium 
are  generally  attended  with  fymptoms  common 
to  morbid  dates  of  other  parts  ; fo  that,  in  pro- 
nouncing his  judgement,  the  phyfician  becomes 
careful  in  proportion  to  his  acquaintance  with 
the  appearances  on  diiTection.  Albertini,  how- 
ever, in  morbid  dates  of  the  pericardium,  has 
fometimes  obferved  that  the  pulfe  is  more  deran- 
ged, that  fainting  is  more  apt  to  fupervene,  and 
that  a fenfe  of  weight  and  heat  is  perceived  at  the 
fternum  X*  Meckel  |j  is  of  opinion  that  the  fol- 
lowing fymptoms  are  fufficient  to  delect  adhefion 
of  the  pericardium  to  the  heart ; namely,  the 
pulfe  becoming  irregular  and  increafed,  and  fome- 
times intermitting,  upon  any  motion  of  the  body, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  being  frequently 
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ftrong,  and  towards  its  end  always  weak  ; after- 
wards frequent  palpitation  of  the  heart ; anxious 
refpiration  ; the  voice  being  frequently  fuddenly 
interrupted ; hemoptyfis ; con  (rant  rednefs  of 
the  face ; remarkable  anxiety,  increafed  upon 
every  expanfion  of  the  abdomen  ; derangement 
of  the  internal  fenfes  ; emaciation  and  defec- 
tive nutrition,  while  the  caufe  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  exift  in  the  abdominal  vifcera.  And 
this  opinion  he  endeavours  to  fupport,  not 
only  by  phyfiological  and  pathological  reafon- 
ing,  but  likewife  by  practical  obfervations.  In 
general,  morbid  Oates  of  the  heart  and  neigh- 
bouring parts  occafion  a more  cbftinate  and  con- 
ftant  affedion.  We  are  not,  however,  entitled 
to  conclude  from  its  interruption  and  ceflation, 
that  the  palpitation  depends  upon  other  caufes. 
For ’t  happens,  that  fometimes  organic  injuries 
for  iome  time  ceafe  to  ad,  but  are  apt  to  be  re- 
vived by  changes  of  the  feafons,  or  by  an  error 
in  the  diet,  or  by  cxercife,  or  unufual  motion  cf 
the  body, 

* Chapter  V.  of  this  volume,  Of  D'feafes  of  the  Chef . 

-f-  Comment,  infit.fcient.  Bonon.  vol,  i.  p.  384.  % L. 

||  Hif.  de  V Acad.  Roy.  des  Scitnc.  et  Belles  Lei  i res } ann.  17553 
Berlin,  p.  76. 

PROGNOSIS. 

249.  On  afcertaining  the  nature  of  the  cauies, 
it  may  be  eafily  forefeen  what  the  event  will  be. 
In  acute  difeafes,  if  palpitation  take  place,  with 
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fvmptoms  of  conco&ion,  it  generally  promifes 
the  wiffied-for  crilis  : otherwife  it  portends,  that 
the  difeafe  is  becoming  worle,  and  that  the  pne- 
cordia  are  oppreffed.  In  plethoric  patients,  and 
young  people,  it  frequently  precedes  epiftaxis  or 
hemoptoe.  W hen  it  proceeds  fro  n a {lighter 
caufe,  which  may  eafily  be  difcuffed,  or  readily 
ceafes  of  itfelf,  as,  for  inftance,  from  dyfpepfia, 
emotions  of  mind,  &c.  it  is  void  of  danger* 
Nor  is  it  very  alarming  if  it  arife  from  convulfive 
affections,  as  in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal 
people,  or  from  dyfcrafy,  crudity,  or  plethora  of 
the  blood  ; providing  it  be  affailed  with  the  pro- 
per remedies*  That  palpitation  which  is  occa- 
sioned by  a metaftafis,  by  the  fupprefiion  ot  a 
cuftomary  evacuation,  or  by  an  hemorrhage, 
caufes  more  trouble.  Laftly,  that  which  arifes 
from  an  organic  injury,  either  admits  of  no  cure, 
or  a very  difficult  one,  which  is  fcarcely  of  any 
duration,  and  the  degree  of  the  danger  will  cor- 
refpond  with  the  nature  cf  the  organic  injury. 
This  is  inferred  likewife  from  the  accompanying 
fymptoms,  namely,  the  difficult  refpiration,  the 
cedematous  fwellin^  of  the  feet,  the  anxietv  of 
the  prcecordia,  and  the  weakneis,  or  fmallnefs,  of 
the  puHe.  Generally  it  proves  very  diftreffing 
to  thofe  who  have  paffed  their  fortieth  year. 
Such  perfons  feldom  arrive  at  old  age,  being  ge- 
nerally cut  off  by  a hidden  death.  For  being  at- 
tacked either  with  an  acute  fever,  or  dropfy,  or  a 
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fudden  fit  of  fyncope,  they  are  carried  off  *.  Ia 
general,  a palpitation  which  happens  frequently 
is  not  to  be  flighted  ; efpecially  if  it  fucceed  to 
mental  affeCtions  of  long  (landing,  or  take  place 
after  the  refolution  of  certain  difeafes,  accompa- 
nied with  much  naufea,  and  a vomiting  of  bile, 
and  if  the  vomiting  do  not  remove  the  naufea  and 
palpitation,  as  is  well  known  to  perfons  labouring 
under  black  bile,  and  induration  of  the  fpleen. 

* Nic.  Pifo,  lib.  ii.  De  mcrb.  cog,  et  cur,  p.  207. 

r 

THE  CURE . 

250.  The  method  of  cure  ought  to  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  diverfity  of  the  caufes.  The  d cu- 
ter op  athic,  or  fymptomatic  palpitation,  is  cured  by 
the  remedies  accommodated  to  the  difeafe  on 
which  it  depends.  In  general  we  muft  endea- 
vour to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  the  prsecordia  ; every  kind  of  irritation, 
or  irritating  caufe,  ought  to  be  removed  and  cor- 
rected ; exceffive  fenfibility  or  irritability  muft 
be  allayed  ; and,  laftly,  the  heart  and  neigh- 
bouring parts  ought  to  be  ftrengthened.  By  al- 
moit  universal  confent  bleeding  is  recommended 
5n  the  cure  of  palpitation,  and  indeed  it  is  often 
neceffary  in  patients  labouring  under  it.  But 
when  the  ftrength  is  reduced,  or  when  the  pre- 
fence of  dropfy  is  fufpedted,  or  when  the  pulfe 
has  become  enfeebled  in  confequence  of  hemor- 
rhages and  evacuations,  it  is  with  good  reafon 
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to  be  coniidered  as  pernicious.  Nor  is  it  of  muca 
iervice,  although  it  fometimes  alleviates  the  com- 
plaint, in  the  idiopathic  fpecies.  But  in  the  fpe- 
cies  of  palpitation  preceded  by,  or  accompanied 
with,  plethora,  youth,  a good  habit  of  body, 
fupprefled  evacuations,  exceffive  motion  of  body 
or  mind,  or  terror,  it  is  extremely  beneficial  to 
let  blood  from  the  arm,  foot,  or  hemorrhoidal 
veins.  Li  he  wife  when  it  proceeds  from  a poly- 
pus or  aneurifm , and  the  bad  habit  of  body  has 
not  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  contra-indicate  it, 
than  it  there  is  not  a more  efficacious  remedy  for 
preventing  the  more  fevere  fymptoms,  and  in- 
ftant  fuffocatlon. 

251.  If  indigeftion,  worms,  obftrufiion  of  the 
abdominal  vifeera,  or  too  great  fulnefs  of  the  fto- 
mach,  have  occafioned  the  complaint,  gentle  ca- 
thartics, clyfters,  anthelminthics,  and  aperients,  are 
to  be  employed.  It  is  likewife  ferviceable  to  purge 
the  belly,  in  order  to  remove  complaints  of  the 
head,  if  any  fuch  have  arifen  with  the  palpit  ition. 
Lentor,  vifeidity,  and  acrimony  of  the  bio.  d,  re- 
quire the  juice  of  fuccory,  dandelion,  buglofs, 
hops,  balm,  brook-lime,  nofe-fmart,  or  broths 
prepared  with  thefe  plants ; goat-whey,  milk, 
medicated  waters,  both  mineral  warm  baths,  and 
acidulated  or  chalybeate  waters.  When  repelled 
cutaneous  difeafes  have  given  rife  to  palpitation, 
befides  the  diluents  and  correflives  a little  before 
mentioned,  it  is  proper  to  employ  crude  anti- 
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mony,  flowers  of  fulphur,  decodions  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  of  bark,  of  rough  bind-weed,  foap-wort, 
viper  foup,  and  the  bath. 

252.  In  hypochondriacal  and  hyfterical  pa- 
tients, bitters  and  ftomachics,  as  wormwood,  ger- 
mander, fouthernwood,  cafcarilla,  quaffy-wood, 
Peruvian  bark,  rhubarb,  the  elixir  proprietatis  Pa- 
racelfi,  and  chalybeates,  are  employed  ; which 
laft  are  likewife  moft  proper  when  the  ftrudure 
of  the  heart  and  great  veffels  has  become  relaxed 
and  enlarged.  Nor  mud  we  omit  cordial  and 
analeptic  remedies,  if  lofs  of  ftrength,  or  too 
fmall  a quantity  of  blood,  have  occafioned  the 
difeafe.  But,  if  nervous  affedions  be  the  caufe, 
anodynes  and  ftimulants  may  be  employed  ; par- 
ticularly cooling  powders,  nitre,  the  Uqucr  cincdy- 
mis  mineralis  of  Hoffman,  fuccinated  hartfhorn, 
oil  of  amber,  Homberg’s  fedative  fait,  camphor, 
caftor,  water  of  the  flowers  of  oranges,  of  teil- 
tree,  of  peppermint,  green  nuts  rediftilled,  mufk, 
and  opium,  although  this  laft  be  here  reprobated 
by  Lieutaud. 

253.  1 he  manner  of  living  ought  to  be  accom- 
modated to  the  indications.  Over-fulnefs  of  the 
ftomach,  and  a variety  of  difhes,  ought  to  be  a- 
voided.  The  flipper  ought  to  be  light.  Wine 
fhould  be  either  intirely  iorbiddcn,  or  correded 
with  chalybeate  water.  The  patients  alfo  are  to 
remain  as  quiet  as  poffible,  efpecially  thofe  who 
labour  under  any  organic  injury,  or  their  motion 

ought  to  be  very  gentle,  inch  as  may  neither 

• 
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prove  fatiguing,  nor  quicken  the  motion  oi  the 
blood  too  much.  But  hypochondriacal  and 
hyfterical  patients  derive  the  greatefl  advantage 
from  exercife  and  motion,  provided  they  have 
recourfe  to  them  gradually.  Study,  venery,  e- 
motions  of  mind,  rage,  grief,  and  melancholy* 
are  carefully  to  be  avoided. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CONCERNING  POLYPUS  OF  THE  HEART 

AND  AORTA. 

254.  Since  anatomy  began  to  be  cultiva- 
ted with  fuch  ardour  (from  the  commencement 
of  the  fixteenth  century),  difledtors  have  fre- 
quently found  in  the  paffages  of  the  blood  cer- 
tain firm  and  tenacious  concretions,  refembling  a 
piece  of  flefh,  membrane,  or  lard,  to  which,  on 
account  of  feme  refemblance  between  them  and 
the  polypi  of  the  nofe,  they  have  given  the  name 
of  polypus  * ; a difeafe  which  was  either  wholly 
unknown  to  the  ancients,  or  of  which  the  exig- 
ence was  barely  conjectured  ']'. 

* Haller  is  of  opinion  that  Vefali  and  Beniveni  firft  difcovered 
polypi  on  diffection  } but  Morgagni  doubts  whether  they  were  ac- 
tual polypi,  or  rather  excrefccnses , as  Marcellus  Donatus  and  others 
have  named  them.  Hence  he  afcribes  the  merit  of  the  difcovery  to 
Kelidaeus  Paduanus,  who  flourilhed  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixr 
teenth  century,  and  afterwards  to  Coyter,  and  Canan,  an.  jcy  t. 
to  Ballonius,  1575.  to  Smeti,  157 6.  and  to  Eraftus,  1580. 
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f Galen  probably  conjeOured  the  exiftence  of  this  difeafe,  a? 
he  defcribes  the  complaint  of  Antipater  under  the  name  of  flight 
tbjlrudions  of  the  arteries . 

4 ■ 

255.  Polypi  are  frequently  found  in  the  great- 
er fpaces  through  which  the  blood  paffes,  name- 
ly, in  the  cavities  of  the  heart  and  trunk  of  the 
aorta,  efpecially  if  they  be  preternaturally  dii- 
tended.  The  concretions  found  there  (254  ), 
vary  in  their  nature  and  form.  They  generally 
confift  of  a number  of  concentric  ftrata,  or  la- 
mellae, like  the  layers  of  an  onion.  Not  unfre- 
quently  white  points  refembjing  veffels,  if  the 
lamellae  be  red,  or  red  points  if  they  be  white, 
are  noticed  in  them.  Others  put  on  the  appear- 
ance of  a mucous  and  pituitous  coagulum,  or 
even  of  grumous  blood,  overfpread  with  a white 
matter  like  jelly,  or  they  refemble  black  blood, 
or  feme  tenacious  body  compcfed  of  thefe,  fome- 
what  fibrous  and  membranous,  and  of  different 
colours.  They  likewife  almoft  all  adhere  to  the 
fides  of  the  veffels  and  fmufes,  but  not  every 
where  in  the  fame  manner.  For  fometimes  they 
are  at  freedom  in  feme  part,  and  float,  fending 
out  proceffes  into  the  neighbouring  veffels,  and 
in  various  ways  interrupt  the  courfe  of  the  blood. 
Sometimes  they  remain  more  firmly  fixed  in  dif- 
ferent fituations.  Laftly,  they  fometimes  ftretch  as 
it  were  a new  inner  coat  along  the  concave  fur- 
face  of  the  veffels,  or  are  fo  perforated  with  fmall 
holes,  or  excavated,  that  the  blood  is  allowed  to 
pal's  through  them, 
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256.  The  proximate  caufe  of  thefe  concretions 
fee  ms  to  be  fome  diminution  or  ceflation  of  the 
motion  of  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  which 
its  gelatinous  and  mucous,  or,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, fibrous  parts,  become  coagulated.  For  it  is 
well  known  that  the  blood,  when  it  has  loft  its 
motion,  becomes  coagulated,  and  that  that  is 
principally  owing  to  its  concreicible  and  mucous 
part,  with  which  the  craflamentum,  ferum,  and 
lymph,  abound.  Whatever,  therefore,  dimi- 
nifhes,  retards,  and  reftrains  the  motion  of  the 
blood,  or  increafes  its  property  of  concreting,  or 
weakens  the  ftrength  of  the  folids,  will  occaiiou 
that  ftagnation  upon  which  we  have  faid  po- 
lypous concretions  depend.  Fainting-fits,  and3 
ftill  more  actual  fyncope,  hold  the  firft  rank  a- 
mong  the  remote  caufes  ; while  the  fecond  is  held 
by  fudden  fear  and  violent  terror.  For  if  we 
duly  weigh,  how,  in  fainting,  and  fudden  and 
violent  fits  of  terror,  the  motion  of  the  heart  is 

* fupprelTed  or  retarded,  and  how,  during  the  re- 
peated languid  tremors  of  the  heart,  of  its  valves 
and  veffels,  it  is  fhaken,  it  will  at  once  appear 
evident,  that  polypous  concretions  will  neceifarily 
arife,  as  appears  from  the  very  clear  experiments 
of  Ruyfch  and  De  Haen. 

257.  Moreover,  while  the  circulation  *of  the 
blood  through  the  praecordia  is  oppofed  by  con- 
ftridtion,  induration,  compreffion,  or  fvveliing 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  or  aorta  ; by  difeafes  of 
the  lungs,  as  difficult  refpiration,  afthma,  perip- 
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neumony,  pleurify,  phthifis,  dropfy  of  the  cheft,. 
and  pericardium  ; and  likewife  by  long-continued 
fpafm,  or  paralyfis,  of  the  mufcles  fubfervient  to 
refpiration  ; and  other  impediments  of  this  kind 
which  check  or  retard  the  free  motion  of  the 
blood,  and  prevent  the  auricles  and  finufes  of 
the  heart  from  emptying  themfelves ; the  forma- 
tion of  a polypus  is  favoured. 

258.  The  following  caufes,  by  increafing  the 
lentor  of  the  blood,  and  its  difpofition  to  con- 
crete, predifpofe  to  the  production  of  a polypus  ; 
namely,  lues  venerea,  arthritis,  and  fcurvy  ; the 
repelling  of  fcabies,  and  other  cuticular  com- 
plaints; grief;  acids,  efpecially  of  the  mineral 
kingdom ; fermented  fpirits ; coagulating  poi- 
fons,  particularly  preparations  of  lead  ; poifonous 
vapours;  peftilential  and  contagious  fevers ; crude, 
vifcid,  auflere,  and  difficultly  digeft ifclc  aliments  * 
a cold  feafon  and  climate  ; or,  on  the  other  hand, 
exceflive  heat  ; drinking  of  cold  water  ; plethora  ; 
too  great  a quantity,  or  exceffive  deniity,  of  the 
ferum  and  lymph  ; a Header  habit  of  body, 
which  Hoffman  accufes ; exceffive,  though 
nfual  evacuations ; and  efpecially,  according  to 
Van  Swieten,  great  lofs  of  blood  of  any  kind. 

259.  Thofe  things,  again,  which  impair  the 
force  of  the  folids,  and  predifpofe  the  blood  to 
concrete  any  where,  are,  efpecially,  want  or  mo- 
tion ; a fluggifh  and  indolent  life,  in  which  the 
body  is  in  a hate  of  languor,  the  elafticity  of  the 
fibres  ccafes?  the  circulation  of  the  fluids  becomes 
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fluggifti,  End  their  clue  liquiclit  y is  loll:.  Intenfe  cares 
and  ftudies  a£t  in  a fimilar  manner.  Under  this 
head  chiefly  falls  an  aneurifmatic  and  varicofe  dila- 
tation of  the  auricles  and  ventricles  * cf  the  heart, 
or  of  the  veflels  attached  to  them.  The  blood 
ftagnates  chiefly  in  thofe  places  in  which  the 
impelling  force  of  the  veflels  is  too  fmali,  or  their 
capacity  too  great.  Now,  too  great  capacity,  and 
too  fmali  an  impelling  power,  without  doubt, 
take  place  both  in  aneurifmatic  and  varicofe  affec- 
tions. 

* In  the  body  of  our  dillinguiflied  and  much  lamented  ambaila- 
dor,  Fiimian,  the  thorax  was  found  much  depreffed,  and  the  peri- 
cardium, which  contained  a fmali  quantity  of  fluid,  was  fo  furround- 
ed  with  fat  (which  was  too  inches  thick),  that  it  was  compreffed  by 
it  on  all  hands.  Hence  the  heart  appeared  to  be  fmali  and  flaccid, 
and  the  auricles  likewife  fmali.  The  fides  of  the  left  ventricle  were 
extremely  thin  and  almoft  cartilaginous,  thofe  of  the  right  fomewhat 
lefs  extenuated,  but  exceedingly  flaccid.  Within  the  cavity  was 
found  a large  polypus,  which  with  two  branches  entered  the  cava 
and  pulmonary  artery,  and  was  externally  grumous  and  black,  but 
internally  white,  fibrous,  and  tenacious,  It  was  fuppofed  that  the 
internal  part  had  been  of  long  (landing,  while  the  external  was 
recent,  and  cccafioned  by  death.  For  if  the  white,  hard  part  had 
been  a recent  concretion,  the  part  confining  of  cruor  above  and 
below  would  have  appeared  the  fame,  as  Morgagni  fuppofes,  pfeudo> 
polypi  being  formed  in  dead  bodies,  both  eredl  and  fupine.  Eut  it 
was  internal,  and  refembled  a nucleus , furrounded  by  a recent  con- 
cretion, or  pfeudopolypus.  It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  concluded, 
that  the  one  was  a recent,  the  other  an  old,  concretion.  Eut  the 
extenuation  and  thinnefs  of  the  Tides  cf  both  ventricles,  and  the  flac- 
cidity  of  the  right,  feem  to  indicate,  that  the  heart  had  been  formerly 
aneurifmatic  ; and  that  afterwards  being  confined  to  a narrow  fpace 
by  the  preflure  of  the  furrounding  fat,  it  appeared  to  be  of  a fmali 
fize.  From  which  morbid  Rates,  the  author,  in  his  Italian  Journal 
for  1782,  explains  the  fymptoms  attending  the  difeafe;  and  thq 
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patient’s  death  itfelf.  We  have  extracted  thefe  few  remark*, 
left,  by  transcribing  the  intire  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  the  full  ac- 
count of  the  difleftion,  and  the  corollaries  deduced  from  them, 
weftiould.be  led  too  far  from  the  fubject.  \_Note  of  German  EdU 
to\] 

260 . When  ever,  therefore,  it  happens,  that 
the  grumous  blood — whether  from  fainting,  or 
terror,  or  enlargement  of  the  cavities  through 
which  the  blood  paffes,  or  from  inequality,  con- 
ftri&ion,  or  compreffion  of  them,  or  from  any  other 
raufe  in  the  heart,  or  neighbouring  veffels — lofes 
Its  motion,  and  remains  faft  there,  a gradual  accre- 
tionof  fome  of  it  to  the  heart  takes  place,  particularly 
of  the  fibrous  part,  and  of  the  moft  concrefcible,vifi- 
cid  portion  of  the  ferum,  feparating  from  the  other 
parts,  and,  on  account  of  the  diminifhed  motion, 
coagulating  ; and  thus,  in  confequence  of  frefh 
particles  being  applied  in  a fibrous  or  reticular 
manner,  and  being  united  by  mutual  attraction, 
©r  entangled  in  the  windings  and  villi  of  the 
heart,  or  tendons  of  the  valves,  folid  polypi  of 
various  hardnefs,  fize,  and  colour,  are  formed  ; 
according  as  a greater  or  leffer  adheiion,  or  length 
of  time,  or  a greater  or  leffer  addition  of  master, 
or  the  red  or  white  part  of  the  blood,  have  con- 
curred in  their  formation.  That  this  is  the  fa£t, 
feems  to  be  demonftrated  by  the  very  ftrudure 
of  polypi,  which  frequently  inclofe  grumous  blood 
as  a nucleus,  and  completely  refemble  a congeries 
of  pellicles  applied  to  each  other,  fuch  as  Mai- 
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pighi  obferved  upon  an  ultimate  examination  of 
their  compofition. 

261.  Nor  am  I difpofed  to  alter  my  opinion 
by  the  arguments  adduced  againft  the  formation 
of  polypi  in  living  animals  by  Kerch  ring, 
Lieutaud,  Pafta,  Fantoni,  Ruyfch,  Swenck,  and 
others,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  polypous  con- 
cretions of  every  kind,  which  are  found  in  the 
heart  and  great  veffels  of  dead  bodies,  adhering  to 
its  fijdes,  valves,  and  columns  carneay  are  formed 
of  the  concrefcible  part  of  the  blood  at  death,  or 
at  lead  immediately  after  it.  For  although  I do 
not  deny  that  they  are  frequently  formed  at  a 
performs  death,  or  fliortly  after,  in  confequence 
of  the  blood  dagnating,  cooling,  and  becoming 
coagulated  ; dill  there  are  irrefragable  arguments 
by  which  we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  polypi 
are  likewife  formed  in  a perfon  during  life,  and 
continue  for  a length  of  time. 

262.  And,  did,  to  reply  to  the  obje&ions  of  fuch 
as  eppofe  this  opinion,  I may  obferve,  that  Kerck- 
ring  did  not  deny  every  kind  of  formation  of  po- 
lypi, but  only  that  which  is  derived  from  all  the 
parts  of  the  blood,  not  fuch  as  arifes  from  the  white 
and  concrefcible  parts;  which  he  hasdonefo  feebly, 
according  to  Morgagni  that  Malpighi  found  no 
difficulty  in  making  a much  more  powerful  defence 
of  their  formation  f . Nor  is  the  caufe  adduced  by 
Lieutaud  lefs  feeble  J,  ashe  denies  that  polypi,  fuch 
as  break  out  in  the  nofe,  that  is,  fungous,  fldliy 

excrefcences?  were  ever  diicovered  by  him  in 
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dead  bodies,  of  which  he  mentions  having  dififeft- 
ed  a vaft  number  ; for  I do  not  here  fpeak  of  the 
fleihy  and  fungous  tumours  growing  in  the  heart 
or  velTels,  as  appears  from  what  I have  already 
faid, — although  fieihy  excrefcences,  or  farcomata, 
which  he  had  obferved,  have  been  feen  by  Ve- 
fali  and  Beniveni,  according  to  Marcellus  Dona- 
tes, and,  ladly,  by  Wifeman,  in  a girl  of  fixteen 
years  of  age, — but  concerning  thefe  concretions 
which  are  formed  by  coagulated  blood,  or  by  its 
concrefcible  part.  Moreover,  the  objections  of 
Paha  apply  rather  to  thofe  who  believe  that  all  po- 
lypi difeovered  in  dead  bodies  had  long  exided 
in  them  when  living,  or  to  thofe  who  have  over- 
looked, or  not  fufliciently  inveftigated,  other  caufes 
to  which  the  difeafe,  and  even  the  patient’s  death, 
might  with  more  reafon  have  been  aferibed,  or 
who,  trufling  to  doubtful  and  fallacious fymptoms, 
and  fuch  as  are  in  common  to  other  affections, 
have  raflily  and  improperly  taken  the  exiftence  of 
polypi  for  granted. 

* EpiJ. ?.  anat.  met i.  xxiv.  n.  27.  - f Oper.  Po/lhumt 

■£  Precis  de  Medicine , liv.  1.  cap.  De  la  fyncope , p.  275. 

263.  Which  objedions  are  fo  far  from  dag- 
gering me,  that,  on  impartially  conlidering  every 
particular,  theyfeern  to  be  perfedly  confident  with 
reafon.  It  does  not,  however,  follow  from  them, 
that  we  fhould  conclude  the  formation  of  polypi  in 
living  animals  to  he  neither  true  nor  poffible.  For 
we  obferve,  in  the  fird  place,  that  aneurifms , which 
at  fird  were  attended  with  a great  puliation,  frg- 
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quently  in  progrefs  of  time  gradually  lofe  all 
pulfation  ; and  that  this,  as  all  agree  happens 
becaufe  the  cavity  of  an  aneurifm,  in  confequence 
of  the  blood  (lowly  concreting,  and  a polypous 
cruft  being  gradually  formed,  is  lined  as  it 
were  with  a new  coat ; which  has  been  fre- 
quently demonftrated  upon  an  aneurifm  of  the 
arm  or  poples  being  either  accidentally  or  inten- 
tionally opened.  For,  on  the  aneurifmatic  fac 
being  opened,  immediately  not  only  polypous  con - 
cretions  of  various  kinds  have  been  difcharged  f, 
but  have  alfo  appeared  to  have  lined  the  intire 
inner  furface.  In  the  fecond  place,  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  Langhans  relates  % having  obferved 
the  left  auricle  of  the  heart  burft  by  a polypus , 
which  was  of  fuch  bulk  and  ftrength,  that  it 
could  by  no  means  be  reckoned  newly  produced  ; 
nor  can  we  believe  that  it  could  have  been  formed 
at  the  very  period  of  the  patient’s  death,  as  it  is 
quite  obvious,  that  whatever  fluid  blood  was  in 
the  auricle,  or  entering  it,  before  its  burfting, 
ought  to  have  quickly  flowed  out  on  its  being 
ruptured,  and  that  none  of  it  could  be  retained  in 

1 

it,  unlefs  what  had  long  before  become  firmly 
united  and  coagulated. 

* Van  Swieten  on  Boerhaave’s  Aphorifms , § 176.  p.  236.  De 
Haen,  Rat.  meet.  Part  iv.  c.  2.  Mafotti,  JJell  aneurifma  del popiite , 
p.  28.  f ACt.  Ilelvet.  vol.  ii.  J Ibid.  p.  123* 

264.  In  the  third  place,  it  is  confirmed  beyond 
a doubt,  by  a well-contrived  experiment  of  Lan- 
Vql.  V.  T 
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cifi.  He  tied  up  one  of  the  iliac  arteries  of  a li- 
ving dog ; fifteen  days  afterwards  he  opened  the 
veflel,  and  found  in  it  a polypous  concretion,  above 
the  ligature  *.  Nor  is  it  any  objedion,  that  the 
fame  experiment,  on  being  repeated  by  another 
anatomift  of  great  celebrity,  did  not  anfwer.  For 
Pafchal  Ferraria  f tried  the  fame  thing,  by  tying 
up  a branch  of  the  iliac  artery  of  a lamb,  and 
clearly  obferved  the  fame  refult.  Likewife,  be- 
fore his  time,  Petit  had  noticed  this  in  perfons 
who  had  fufFered  amputation  of  any  limb  : for, 
on  the  fecond  day  after  amputation,  fometirnes 
alio  upon  the  twentieth  or  thirtieth,  he  diicovered 
polypi  in  the  arteries  of  the  amputated  limb,  which 
had  been  tied  up,  as  ufual,  to  prevent  the  blood 
from  flowing 

* De  aneuryj.  prop,  xxxviii.  p.  127.  f Dells  morti , e ma- 

laitte  fubitanei,  2nd  edit.  p.  39.  et  feq.  Neapoli,  1767.  J Mem,, 

de  l' Acad,  des  Selene,  ann.  1731. 

265.  Are  thefe  polypous  concretions  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  failure  of  life,  or  to  the  coagula- 
tion of  the  blood  fucceeding  to  death  ? If,  there- 
fore, both  the  ufual  puliation  of  aneurifms,  on 
polypi  being  formed  within  them,  very  frequent- 
ly difappears,  and  aneurifms  of  external  parts,  on 
being  opened  in  the  living  fubjed,  fhew  them- 
felves  to  be  full  of  polypi,  and  the  auricles  of  the 
heart,  when  ruptured,  fometirnes  exhibit  polypi 
formed  within,— and  experiments,  made  both  in 
living  animals  and  in  men,  demonflrate  their 
exiftepce, — we  may  certainly  infer,  that  the  pc- 
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fypi  which  are  formed  in  the  heart,  and  blood- 
veffels  too  much  dilated,  or  in  any  other  way  in- 
jured, are  not  all  the  effects  of  the  failure  of  life, 
or  of  the  fupervening  of  death,  as  they  are  by 
fome  fuppofed  to  be, 

266.  But  if  the  authority  of  fuch  as  deny  the 
exiftence  of  polypi  may  be  refuted  by  authorities 
of  equal  weight,  we  may  bring  into  view  the 
names  of  Pechlin,  Malpighi,  Smelly,  Vater,  Lang- 
guth,  Schacher,  Hoffman,  Senac,  Van  Swieten, 
Morgagni,  Haller,  and  others,  authors  of  exten- 
five  learning,  deep  anatomical  knowledge,  and 
practical  experience,  all  of  whom  both  defend  the 
exiftence  of  polypi,  and  have  either  themfelves 
feen  fuch  as  had  long  exifted  in  the  living  body, 
or  mention  them  as  having  been  feen,  on  the  au- 
thority of  others.  And  although  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  blood  newly  drawn  fometimes  concretes 
into  a very  hard  mafs,  adhering  with  confiderable 
force  to  the  glafs  veffel  (which  Pafta  obje&s),  ftill, 
with  the  illuftrious  Haller,  we  remark  *,  that  coa- 
gula  which  are  too  hard  and  white,  and  therefore  not 
fuddenly  formed, efpecially  thofe  found  in  the  right 
auricle,  in  the  valves  of  the  veins,  chord ce  tendine<zy 
and  procefles  of  the  heart,  interwoven  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  cannot  be  feparated  without  la- 
ceration, or,  laftly,  fixed  as  it  were  with  their  roots 
among  the  reticulated  fibres  of  the  heart, — which, 
with  many  others,  the  author  has  feen, — (hew 
quite  a different  nature  and  manner  of  cohering 
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from  what  thofe  do  which  are  faid  to  be  eithetf 
recently  formed  in  dead  bodies,  or  in  the  blood 
drawn  from  a vein, 

* Phyfioldg . lib.  v.  fe£L  i.  § u. 

267.  Befides,  what  do  fymptoms  preceding  a 
polypus  being  found  in  the  dead  body  denote  ? 
65  Do  not  thefe,”  fays  Haller  *,  u manifeftly  con* 
firm  the  fa£t,  that  in  the  living  fubjeft  there  was 
prefent  an  impediment  in  the  cavities  of  the  heart, 
which  was  not  formed  latterly,  and  during  the 
patient's  death  ; and  that  the  heart  palpitated  on 
account  of  imperfeftly  emptying  itfelf,  being  ne- 
ver able  to  free  itfelf  from  that  ftimulus,  which, 
arifing  from  the  polypus,- — a thick  body  fituate 
in  the  internal  cavity, — could  not  but  roufe  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  Add  to  this,  that  Morgagni 
himfelf,  who  has  with  the  utmpft  care  collected 
together  and  reviewed  all  the  arguments  againfi 
the  formation  of  polypi  in  the  living  body,  does 
not  deny  the  formation  of  polypi  of  all  kinds. 
Tor  both  formerly  in  his  Adverfaria  Anatomic  a 
Secunda , in  the  fecond  animadveriion,  and  lately 
In  his  Epjiola  Anatomic  a Me  die  a,  xvii.  n.  g.  as 
alfo  in  his  xviii.  n.  23.  and,  laftly,  in  his  xxiv. 
n.  30.  he  relates,  that  polypi  may  be  formed  be- 
fore death,  efpecially  in  aneurifms  forming  a fac, 
and  that  he  has  fornetimes  actually  feen  them 
formed.  Nay,  he  thinks  it  very  difficult  to  iup- 
pofe, — if  the  motion  of  the  blood,  although  it  be 
not  intirely  ftopt,  ftill  ihould  be  retarded,  as  in 
great  aneurifms, — that  nothing,  at  leaft  after  a 
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length  of  time,  fhould  feparate,  concrete,  and 
adhere  from  the  mafs  of  blood,'  either  proceed- 
ing thither  too  flowly,  or  being  even  alrnoft  ftag- 
llant,  in  aneurifmS  forming  facs.  For  it  is  very 
probable,  that  the  whole  quantity  of  blood  will 
not  readily  return  through  the  fame  orifice  of  the 
fac  through  which  it  was  eafily  impelled.  But 
although  he  affirms,  that  the  blood  may  fome- 
times  become  coagulated  in  aneurifms,  he  denies 
that  this  happens  in  the  heart,  although  preter- 
naturally  enlarged*  on  account  of  the  fibres  of 
the  heart  being  more  irritable,  and  therefore  al- 
ways re-a&ing  more  powerfully  than  thofe  of  the 
arteries,  fo  that  the  blood  ean  never  become  qui- 
efcent  in  itf.  But  thofe  who  objedl  to  the  for- 
mation of  polypi  on  this  account  ought  to  confi- 
der,  that  polypi  may  be  formed,  not  only  in  con- 
fequence  of  deficient  motion,  but  alfo  that  they 
arife  from  a tremulous  one,  fuch  as  in  fyncope 
or  great  fear  affefts  the  heart,  as  De  Haen  has 
clearly  demonftrated  ; to  fay  nothing  of  foreign 
bodies  introduced  into  the  blood,  and  caufing  it 
to  coagulate.  From  all  which,  if  I miftake  not, 
it  appears  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  formation 
of  polypi  is  not  altogether  incompatible  with  the 
living  ftate. 

* P hyjidog . 1.  c.  f Cit.  epi/l.  KxW.  n.  30. 

268.  As  fome  polypi,  therefore,  are  formed 
during  the  period  of  death,  and  others  long  be- 
fore that  time,  it  appears  that  two  kinds  of  them 
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are  to  be  reckoned,  the  one  confiding  of  true  po- 
lypi, which  have  been  formed  during  life,  and 
have  in  fad  occafioned  the  difeafe  ; the  other  of 
fpurious  polypi,  which  are  only  formed  at  the  pa- 
tient’s death.  The  former  con  flic  of  a firm,  te- 
nacious, eladic,  and,  as  it  were,  fibrous  fub- 
ftance,  and  adhere  firmly  to  the  fides,  columns, 
and  valves  of  the  heart,  or  to  the  fides  of  the 
veffels,  fo  that  they  fometimes  cannot  be  fepa- 
rated  without  laceration  ; while  the  latter,  occa- 
lioned  by  death,  have  the  appearance  of  a foft 
jnafs,  which  can  eafily  be  feparated,  very  fimi- 
lar  to  coagulated  blood,  or  the  inflammatory 
crud,  as  it  is  called ; or  they  referable  red 
grumous  blood  below,  and  gelatinous,  whitifh, 
cr  yellowifli  above.  Which  divifion  is  fo  much 
approved  of  by  Morgagni,  that  he  even  points 
out  the  method  in  which  the  polypi  found  in 
dead  bodies  ought  to  be  referred  to  one  or  other 
kind  On  the  whole,  he  is  of  opinion,  that 
thofe  which  are  formed  in  facciform  aneurifins 
take  place  before  death,  if  they  extend  and  adhere 
in  every  direction,  fo  as  not  to  feem  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  pofiure  of  the  patient  or  dead  bo- 
dy ; likewife,  if  they  be  of  a dark  or  old  colour, 
and  unufually  dry  fubftance  ; and  that  by  thefe 

f 

diftin&ions  the  true  differ  from  the  fpurious,  or 
pfeudopolypi,  formed  in  the  heart  or  veffels  at 
death ; as.  thefe,  on  the  contrary,  correfpond 
exadtly  with  the  difference  of  pofiure  in  which  a 
perfon  has  died  or  lain,  the  red  part  being  placed 


295 


OF  POLYPUS  OF  THE  HEART,  &CV 

underneath,  while  the  whitifh  gluten,  or  glutin- 
ous coagulum,  appears  above. 

* Epijl.  anat.  med.  xvii.  n.  27. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

269.  Having  thus  explained  the  real  nature 
and  origin  of  polypi,  I muft  now  enumerate  the 
fymptoms  by  which  their  prefence  in  the  praecor- 
dia  is  fuppofed  to  be  afcertained.  Their  principal 
marks  are  fuppofed  to  be,  an  intermitting  or  irre- 
gular pulfe ; violent  pulfation  ol  the  carotid  and 
fubclavian  arteries  ; palpitation  of  the  heart ; lipo- 
thymia  and  fyncope  ; difficulty  of  breathing  ; and 
oedematous  fwellings  of  the  feet.  But  how  un- 
certain thefe  fymptoms  are,  as  being  common  to 
many  other  difeafes  and  caufes, — infomuch  that 
they  cannot  be  reckoned  pathognomonic  fymp- 
toms  of  polypus, — will  appear  perfectly  manifeft, 
partly  from  what  has  been  delivered  concerning 
morbid  refpiration,  dropfy  of  the  cheft  and  peri- 
cardium, lipothymia  and  fyncope,  afphyxia,  fmall, 
weak,  and  intermitting  pulfe,  and,  laftly,  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart ; partly  from  the  obfervations 
to  be  delivered  in  the  following  chapter,  concern- 
ing aneurifms  and  varices  of  the  praecordia.  Nay, 
a true  medical  hiftory  relates*,  and  1 myfelf 
have  more  than  once  obferved,  that  fome  of  thefe 
fymptoms, — not  excepting  the  intermitting  or  ir- 
regular pulfe,  which  has  otherwife  been  confi- 
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dered  generally  as  being  an  uniform  concomitant 
of  polypus, — have  at  times  been  wanting  in  per- 
fons  in  whom  a polypus  has  been  difcovered. 
Moreover,  Albertini  very  judicioufly  remarks  j% 
that  thicknefs  of  the  pericardium,  or  its  cohefion 
with  the  hearl,  frequently  affumes  the  fymptoms 
of  polypus,  and  leads  to  miftake  ; and  that  thefe 

morbid  affections  cannot  be  certainly  diftinguifh- 

* 

ed,  unlefs  it  be  confidered  as  a fufficient  diftinc- 
tion,  that  in  polypus  the  puife  generally  recedes 
more  from  the  natural  one,  and  that,  on  apply- 
ing the  hand  to  the  fpot  of  the  heart,  a more  ma- 
nifeft  motion  is  perceived,  while  fainting  is  not 
fo  apt  to  occur  as  in  them, 

* Albrecht  Thaer,  Nov.  ad.  p/jyf.  med.  acad.  Cafar . Leopold . 
Carolin.  N.  C . vol.  i.  ann.  1757.  p.  6.  Morgagni,  Epijl.  cit.  xxiv. 
n.  28.  Trew,  Nov.  ad.  med.  &c.  vol.  ii.  obf.  53.  Com.  de  reb, 
in  fcient.  nat.  et  med.  gejl . vol.  vii.  P.  i.  p.  114. 

f Concerning  feveral  morbid  dates  of  the  refpiraticn,  among 
his  Opvfcula , vol.  i.  Com . injl.  fcient.  et  art.  Bonon.  p.  385. 

270.  Nevertlielefs,  if  the  caufes  which  are 
capable  of  inducing  polypus  have  preceded,  if 
fymptoms  of  other  affe&ions  of  the  praecordia  be 
abfent,  or  indications  of  fuch  as  are  readily  con- 
joined with  polypi  be  not  wanting ; and  more- 
over, if  the  puife,  though  not  intermitting,  be 
unequally  irregular  ; if  palpitation  of  the  heart ; 
anxiety;  extreme  uneafinefs  y difficult  refpira- 
tion  ; cough  ; and  an  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  cheft, 
(which  laft  fymptoms  indicate  that  the  blood  does 
not  pafs  freely  from  the  left  ventricle  ol  the  heart 


OF  POLYPUS  OF  THE  HEART,  &C.  £97 

into  the  aorta,  or  that  its  return  from  the  lungs 
is  retarded  in  the  pulmonary  vein  or  left  auricle), 
gradually  attack  the  patient,  and  diftrefs  him  un- 
remittingly, we  fhall  have  reafon  to  fufpeft  the 
polypus  to  be  within  the  aorta,  or  left  finus  of  the 
heart,  or  left  auricle  *.  But  if  the  refpiration  be 
little  affeded  ; the  pulfe  languid  and  fmall ; if 
1 the  patient  be  diftreffed  rather  with  tremor  of 
the  heart  and  anxiety,  than  violent  palpitation  ; 

. and  if  the  veins  of  the  neck  throb  and  fhew  a 
kind  of  undulatory  motion,  it  is  more  probable 
that  the  polypus  is  contained  in  the  right  cavi- 
ties of  the  heart.  Albrecht  Thear  f , in  a patient, 
in  whofe  right  ventricle  he  found  a great  poly- 
pus ftretching  outf  into  the  pulmonary  artery, 
while  in  the  left  there  was  a lefs  one,  running 
more  than  a foot  into  the  aorta,  accompanied 
with  great  enlargement  of  the  heart, — had  cb- 
ferved  difficult  refpiration,  and  the  greateft  an- 
xiety, with  occafional  faintings,  or  intermiffion 
of  the  pulfe. 

* Albertim,  1.  c.  p.  391.  f L.  c. 

27T.  Of  thefe  fymptoms  fome  are  conftantly 
prefent,  and  others  recur.  The  pulfe,  in  parti- 
cular, is  almoft  always  unequally  irregular  ; nay, 
during  the  difficulty  of  refpiring,  which  generally 
comes  on,  or  is  aggravated,  upon  any  motion  of 
the  body,  though  flight,  or  on  a change  of  the 
air,  efpecially  when  the  fouth  wind  blows,  it  be- 
comes obfcure,  intermitting,  and  fails.  But  the 
tremor,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  dyfpnoea. 
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return,  or  are  aggravated,  at  irregular  periods, 
threatening  fuffocation,  lipothymia,  and  adlual 
fyncope.  But  whenever  the  intermiffion  or  irre- 
gularity of  the  pulfe  ceafes,  we  mud  not  fup- 
pofe  that  the  polypus  alfo  does  fo.  For  I have 
already  remarked,  that  during  the  prefence  of  a 
polypus  in  the  praecordia,  fometimes  no  irregula- 
rity or  intermiffion  of  the  pulfe  was  difcoverable 
(269.)  ; that  is  to  fay,  when  the  fize,  ftru&ure, 
or  pofition  of  the  polypus  is  fuch  as,  though  it 
deranges  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  does  not  do 
fo  to  an  enormous  extent 

* Albertini,  1.  c.  p.  390. 

272.  Malpighi,  befides  the  intermitting  pulfe, 
and  frequent  fainting,  has  like  wife  frequently 
feen  conjoined  with  polypus  of  the  heart,  a vi- 
brating pulfe,  dilatation  of  the  veffels  of  the  neck, 
ftraitening  of  the  prcecordia,  torpor  of  one  or 
other  arm,  and  an  obfcure  pulfe  in  the  fame,  to- 
gether with  a fpafmodic  pain  in  the  fternum  *. 
Hoffman,  however,  afferts,  that  a fixed  pain  is 
perceived  at  firft  about  the  heart,  with  a fenfe  of 
compreffion  ; but  that  when  the  difeafe  has  been 
of  fome  (landing,  in  addition  to  thefe  fymptoms, 
more  frequent  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  a 
very  irregular  pulfe,  frequently  intermitting  at 
intervals  f,  come  on.  Some  add,  cedematous 
fwellings  of  the  feet ; fome  a red,  fome  a purple, 
and  others  a cachectic  colour  of  the  face,  accom- 

. p 

panied  with  fwelling  of  the  eye-lids ; panting, 
apt  to  come  on  while  the  patient  is  fpeak- 
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ing;  the  blood,  when  drawn,  being  tenacious, 
firm,  and  inflammatory  ; bad-conditioned  fluids  ; 
and  other  confequences  of  the  derangement  of 
the  circulation  through  the  praecordia  But  I 
have  already  (hewn  (269.)  with  what  caution 
thefe  marks  are  to  be  trufted. 

* L.  c.  f Li.  c.  % De  Haen,  Macoppe,  Malpighi. 

PROGNOSIS. 

273.  A polypus  is  generally  confidered  as  being 
incurable.  Frequently  it  induces  fudden  death  *, 
or  the  fuffocating  catarrh  j~.  Sometimes  it  cuts 
off  the  patient  by  a flow  death,  and  by  hydrotho- 
rax and  hydrocardia,  into  which  thofe  perfons  , 
are  efpecially  liable  to  fall,  whofe  face  is  fwoln, 

or  in  whom  oedematous  fwellings  of  the  feet,  or 

. • * 

a cacheftic  habit  of  the  body,  have  fupervened. 
Riolan,  Riverius,  and  others  i,  record  inftances 
of  perfons  labouring  under  polypus  having  pro- 
longed their  miferable  exiffence  for  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  years.  But  although  this  difeafe  be  affirmed 
to  be  incurable,  ftill,  if  it  be  recent,  and  the 
polypous  concretions  have  not  yet  become  indiffo- 
luble,  De  Haen  and  Langhans  ||,  from  whom 
Albertini  does  not  feem  to  have  differed  much, 
do  not  lofe  all  hope,  and  fuppofe  it  practicable  to 
remove  the  complaint  by  a proper  method  of 
cure ; nay,  they  even  record  inffances  of  fome 
having  been  cured. 

* Tulpius  and  Bartholin  mention  death  having  been  fuddenly 

occalioned  by  a polypus  of  the  left  ventricle ; and  Wepfer  by  one 
sf  the  aorta,  f Kirften.  i A lingering  death  having 
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been  occafioned  by  a polypus,  is  recorded  in  the  Act.  Acad.  Nat. 
Curiof.  ||  Rat.  med.  p.  ii.  c.  viii.  AB.  Helvet.  vol.  ii.  p.  133. 

THE  CURE . 

274.  The  cure,  therefore,  refts  upon  the  indi- 
cations of  refolving  the  lentor  of  the  blood ; of 
reftoring  to  it  its  proper  fluidity,  and  equable  cir- 
culation through  the  veffels  ; of  attempting  the 
folution  of  the  polypus,  or  at  leaft  of  preventing 
its  increafe  ; and  of  mitigating  the  effects  which 
arife  from  it.  Hence  bleeding,  and  indeed  re- 
peated, efpecially  in  plethoric  and  fanguine 
temperaments,  is  confidered  as  being  belt  adapted 
both  for  preventing  polypus,  and  for  diffolving 
it  when  it  is  already  formed,  as  alfo  for  difcufiing 
or  allaying  its  fymptoms.  But  in  the  employ- 
ment of  it,  fome  bounds  muft  be  obferved,  and 
due  attention  muft  be  paid  to  the  concomitant 
circumftances ; that  the  vigour  may  not  be  too 
much  reduced  to  the  patient’s  great  detriment, 
that  the  ftrength  of  the  veffels  may  not  be  weak- 
ened, or  the  due  crafis  of  the  blood  deftroyed  ; 
which  I have  not  unfrequently  lamented  to  ob- 
ferve  from  the  blood  being  rafhly  and  inconfide- 
rately  drawn.  The  phyfician  ought  net  always  to 
be  deterred  from  it,  by  the  obfeurenefs  of  the 
pulfe,  by  the  debility,  or  by  a cachedtic  habit ; 
for  when  the  patient  feems  to  be  oppreffed  and 
fuffocated,  he  is  frequently  furprifmgly  relieved 
by  cautious  bleeding  ; and  it  is  better  to  attempt  a 
doubtful  remedy  than  none  at  all.  On  the  whole, 
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however,  nothing  roufes  the  languid  motion  of 
the  heart  more,  or  procures  a paffage  for  the  col- 
lected and  ftagnated  blood,  or  refolves  the  con- 
cretion of  it  when  begun,  better  than  fpeedy 
bleeding,  as  the  experiments  made  by*  Haller  up- 
on living  animals  dernonftjrate. 

275.  By  this  means,  therefore,  are  we  to  ob- 
viate the  violent  palpitation  which  fupervenes  on 
orthopnoea  and  fyncope.  In  cacheCtic,  hydropic, 

, debilitated  patients,  and  in  thofe  affeCted  with  vifee- 

ral  obftruCtions,  it  is  fafer  to  let  blood  by  means  of 

leeches  applied  to  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  or  dry 

and  fcarifying  cupping-glaffes  applied  to  the  back 

and  legs-  Likewife  friftions  and  painful  ligatures, 

immerfing  of  the  hands  and  feet  (if  the  oedematous 

fvvellings  permit  it)  in  warm  water  ; ftrong  frnells 

applied  to  the  noftrils,  and  fimilar  remedies,  may 

be  employed  with  advantage,  as  circumftances 

may  require.  Nor  is  it  improper  fometimes  to 

employ  cordial  and  gently  refolving  remedies,  or 

*» 

even  fedatives,  and  paregorics  ; when  the  languid 
powers  of  life  are  to  be  roufed,  or  fpafmodic  and 
convulfive  affections  feem  to  require  being  allayed. 

276.  Whatever  likewife  oppreffes  the  abdomi- 
nal vifeera,  and  compreffes  the  veflels  going  thi- 
ther, or  is  an  obftacle  to  the  free  motion  of  the 
diaphragm,  muft  be  removed  with  all  difpatch. 
The  belly,  therefore,  muft  be  kept  free  from 
faeces  and  flatus,  by  means  of  clyfters  and  gentle 
laxatives,  of  which  I have  elfewhere  made  fre- 

, ouent  mention.  We  muft  next  employ  thofe 
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things  which  dilute,  corred,  and  attenuate  the 
denfity  of  the  blood  and  lymph,  and  obviate  the 
caufes  from  which  the  difeafe  has  proceeded.  Nitre, 
vitriolated  tartar,  the  terra  foliata  tartariy  or  its 
fpirit,  fal  polychreft,  honey,  oxymel,  and  gum- 
ammoniac,  prove  remarkably  incifive.  On  ac- 
count of  their  faponaceous,  and  at  the  fame  time 
corrective  property,  we  may  employ,  in  the 
fpring-time,  ptifans  of  barley,  fow-thiftle,  che- 
veril,  and  fuccory  ; and  in  the  fummer-time,  me- 
dicated  waters  drunk  abundantly,  and  for  a length 
of  time ; under  the  guidance,  however,  of  a 
judicious  practitioner,  for  by  means  of  them  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood  is  diluted,  all  the  veflels  are 
unloaded,  the  circulation  of  the  fluids  is  pro- 
moted, the  cfcillations  of  the  fibres  are  roufed,  and 
the  too  great  propenfity  of  the  blood  to  concrete 
prevented. 

277.  Senac  prefers  fpirit  of  fal-ammoniac,  fait 
of  tartar,  Venice  foap,  lime-water  prepared  by 
properly  burning  oyfter-fhells ; and  of  thefe  he 
defires  to  be  taken,  for  a length  of  time,  as  much 
as  feems  calculated  to  the  degree  and  obftinacv 
of  the  complaint.  We  muft  begin  with  a fmall 
dofe,  and  gradually  proceed  to  a larger.  They 
poffefs  fo  great  a power  of  refolving  polypus,  that 
very  large  and  hard  polypi,  extraded  from  dead 
bodies,  and  immerfed  in  lime-water,  mixed  with 
Venice  foap  and  fait  of  tartar,  have  been  diflol- 
ved  io  a very  fihort  time  *. 

* See  Senac,  Trait,  du  coeur . vol.  iv. 
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278.  Langhans  recommends  as  approved  07 
(experience,  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  a- day,  a 
powder  cornpofed  of  a fcruple  of  Virginian  fnake- 
root,  twelve  grains  of  purified  fal-ammoniac,  and 
the  like  quantity  of  pure  nitre.  He  next  pre- 
fcribes  having  recourfe  to  the  employment  of 
fteel,  with  the  addition  of  gentle  aromatics. 
Steel  will  be  found  mod  ferviceable  when  de- 
bility of  the  folids,  bad  digeftion,  and  a cacheftic 
, habit,  indicate  the  ufe  of  ftrengthening  remedies. 
De  Haen  alfo  boafts  f , that  he  has  reftored  to 
health  not  a few  labouring  under  polypi,  merely 
by  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen.  He  uled  to  give 
them,  for  fix  weeks,  daily,  half  an  ounce  oi  the 
rob  of  elder-berries,  the  like  quantity  of  the  pulp 
of  tamarinds,  and  a drachm  cf  nitre,  taken  off  in 
a full  draught  of  whey.  He  added,  in  the  even- 
ing, occafionally,  the  paregoric  made  from  dia- 
codium.  We  read  of  the  exprefied  juice  of  the 
leaves  of  hops,  or  cheveril,  being  recommended 
by  Albertini  if,  to  which  he  fometimes  added  the 
milk  of  gum-ammoniac,  prepared  after  the  man- 
ner of  Barthollet,  or  a portion  of  frefh  fperma- 
ceti  ; and  when  it  was  neceflary  to  aft  more  de- 
cidedly, mixed  with  a few  grains  of  the  martial 
flowers  cf  fal-ammoniac,  or  a quantity  of  the  cf- 
fential  fait  of  fome  of  the  diffolving  plants.  On 
this  account  alfo  are  recommended,  Virginian  and 
common  fnake-root ; dulcamara  ; arnica  ; extraft 
of  hemlock  and  wolfsbane  ; tinfture  of  antimony, 
and  the  like  remedies,  pofleffed  of  an  attenuant 
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property.  But  I am  of  opinion,  with  Boer- 
haave  ||,  Albertini  §,  and  other  judicious  pradi- 
tioners,  that  the  decodions  of  the  woods,  mer- 
cury, and  volatile  falls,  as  roufnig  the  adion  of 
the  heart  and  arteries  too  much,  or  rarefying  the 
blood,  and  increafing  its  motion,  when  the  pre- 
fence of  a polypus  is  fufpeded,  either  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  employed,  or  with  the  utmofl  caution, 
after  a due  confideration  of  every  particular. 

* L.  c.  f L.  c.  , f L.  c.  ||  InJ ?.  mcd.  $ 826. 

§ L.  c.  Albertini  obferved  a man,  in  confequence  of  ufing 
fweet  mercury  to  falivate  himfelf,  attacked  with  an  obftinate  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart  \ as  alfo  another  who  died  of  an  aneurifm  of  the 
praecordia,  both  from  the  ufe  of  calomel,  and  from  taking  quickfil- 
ver  5 and,  laftly,  a third  perfon,  from  rubbing  in  mercury,  was 
fsized  with  an  enlargement  of  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart,  and 
dropfy  of  the  pericardium,  in  confequence  of  which  he  died. 
Hence  Paree  has  remarked,  that  internal  aneurifms  frequently  hap- 
pen in  thofe  who  have  repeatedly  undergone  mercurial  fridion  for 
the  cure  of  lues  venerea ♦ Likewife  the  employment  of  the  corrcfive 
jubhmate  ought  to  be  fufpefted,  as  appears  from  the  remarks  of  Bo- 
jielli  on  Baffani. 


279.  With  refped  to  the  manner  of  living, 
pot-herbs,  ripe  fruits,  and  frefh-’water  fifh,  are 
preferable  to  animal  food.  Every  thing  glutinous, 
acid,  or  auftere,  and  fermented  ipirits,  nay,  pure 
wine  itfelf, — unlefs  the  fufpicion  of  a cachedic 
habit,  or  debility  of  the  flomach,  require  other- 
wife,  in  which  cafe  it  may  be  diluted  with  cha- 
lybeate water, — -ought  to  be  difcarded,  as  being 
liable  to  increafe  the  thicknefs  of  the  blood,  or  to 
coagulate  it,  or  rarify  and  agitate  it.  For  this 
:afon  likewise,  exerciie  of  the  body,  eipeciaily 
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in  afcending  an  acclivity,  is  fufpedted  to  be  hurt- 
ful* But  gentle  riding,  in  pure  dry  air,  when 
the  weather  is  calm,  may  be  permitted.  Vio- 
lent emotions  of  mind  alfo,  and  their  caufes, 
muft  be  carefully  avoided,  efpecially  love,  hatred, 
grief,  and  rage.  For  fome  of  them  derange  the 
natural  functions,  others  injure  and  interrupt,  or 
excite  too  much,  the  motion  of  the  heart,  and 
roufe  its  irritability;  in  confequence  of  which, 
either  crude  and  impure  fluids  are  tranfmitted 
into  the  blood,  or  the  lentor  increafing,  a pre- 
difpofition  to  ftagnation  is  occafioned,  or  the 
veflels,  on  account  of  the  too  great  impetus,  are 
preternaturally  dilated,  fo  that  the  polypus  be- 
comes more  apt  to  increafe,  or  they  fuddenly 
burft. 


CHAPTER  XL 

CONCERNING  ANEURISMS  AND  VARICES  OF 

THE  PRiECQRDIA. 

280.  WhatS  in  Latin  is  denominated  arteries 
dilitatiQ , by  the  Greeks  is  named  aneurifm , and 
by  the  Arabians  hyporifma>  or  aporyfma , or  embo- 
ryfma.  All  do  not  explain  the  etymology  of  the 
word  aneurifm  in  the  fame  manner ; for  fome 
derive  it  from  one  word,  fome  from  another 
Among  the  Greeks  and  Arabians  it  fignified  that 
Vol.  V.  ’ U 
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dwelling  of  an  artery  which  arofe  from  its  rup- 
ture or  divifion,  and  from  the  blood  being  ef- 
fufed  into  the  neighbouring  fpaces  f . In  after 
times  they  deviated  from  this  idea,  and,  adopt- 
ing that  of  Fernelius  and  Vefali,  they  came  to 
believe  generally,  that  in  aneurifm  the  artery  is 
not  bur  ft,  but  only  dilated  But  Sennert,  pro- 
bably following  Hildanus  [|,  has  affirmed,  that 
the  nature  of  aneurifm  does  not  confift  merely  in 
the  dilatation  of  an  artery,  but  alfo  in  the  burft- 
ing  of  its  internal  coat, — for  it  was  formerly  fup- 
pofed  that  an  artery  confifted  of  two  coats,— 
while  the  external  one  remains  intire  §.  But 
Freind,  rejecting  the  opinion  of  Sennert,  Fernelius, 
and  V efali,  and  adducing  many  obfervations  rela- 
ting to  the  fubjeft,  has  endeavoured  to  reftcre  the 
opinion  of  the  ancients  1[.  If  I miftake  not,  how- 
ever, he  has  not  accomplifhed  his  purpofe.  He 
only  appears  to  have  (hewn,  that  aneurifms, 
when  they  attain  the  greateft  degree  of  dilatation, 
at  length  burft,  not  that  they  previoufly  ccnfift 
in  the  rupture  of  an  artery. 

* Hieronymus  Montius,  as  Lancili  mentions  ( De  aneurif.  in  ge~ 
r.er.  lib.  i.  propof.  i.),  has  converted  the  word  aneuryfma  into  ener- 
« vatio , from  a privative,  and  nervus.  But  Sylvaticus  ( Trad,  de 

aneuryf.)  derives  it  from  the  word  'Ev^vva,  dilato.  Laftly,  M.  Au- 
relius Severinus  ( De  nov.  obferv.  abfc.  c.  7 . p.170.)  is  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  to  be  derived  from  Evgvmv,  eJJIuere , or  exilire . The  ety- 
mology of  Sylvaticus,  however,  feems  to  be  preferable  to  theirs. 

Galen  ( Lib.  If  agog,  dejin.  mcd.  et  de  turn.  prat,  natur.  cl.  iii. 
c.  xi.)  obferves  : “ An  aneurifm  is  the  relaxation  of  a venous  vefiel, 
or  the  difTufion  of  the  fpiritual  matter  under  the  fiefh,”  &c.  And 
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clfewhere  j “ When  an  opening  is  made  in  an  artery,  the  affe&icn 
is  named  an  aneurifm  : it  takes  place  when  the  artery  is  wounded,'9 
8tc.  From  the  words  of  Galen  it  is  inferred,  that  he  compre- 
hended under  the  name  of  aneurifm  both  dilatations  of  the  veins  and 
arteries,  as  well  as  the  rupture  of  thefe  veffels.  He  there  adds  one 
of  many  caufes  of  the  complaint,  wounding  ; which  he  explains 
more  clearly  in  the  book  Decur.  rat.  per  fang.  miff.  22.  &.  23.  $ ob- 
ferving,  that  a wounded  artery  is  very  apt  to  be  attacked  with  aneu- 
tifm.  See  Qribafius,  Coiled.  wed.  lib.  vii.  c.  xiii.  & xiv.  Aetius, 
Tetrab.  iv.  Term.  ii.  c.  li.  andferm.ii.  c.  x.  Adtuarius,  the  fon  of 
Zacharia  ( Meth.  med.  lib.  iii.  c.ii.),  mentions,  that  by  this  name 
the  Greeks  understood  limple  dilatation  of  an  artery. 

f See  Bonet,  Sepulcbret.  anat.  lib.  iv.  fedl.  2.  ||  Freind, 

H\Jl.  med.  § Id.  ib.  | L.c. 

» * < « 

281.  It  is  now,  however,  perfectly  well  ascer- 
tained, that  arteries,  upon  the  cellular  covering, 
with  which  they  are  ftrengthened,  being  remo- 
ved or  deftroyed,  immediately  fvvell,  and  become 
preternaturally  extended,  without  any  divifion  or 
laceration  of  the  inner  coat  having  taken  place  : 
nor  can  it  by  any  means  be  denied,  that  aneu- 
rifms  have  fometimes  fuddenly  been  occafioned 
by  a wound,  punclure,  or  contulion  ; nor  is  it 
unreasonable,  or  repugnant  to  experience,  to  fup- 
pofe,  that,  on  the  internal  ftrudure  of  the  arte- 
ries being  relaxed,  eaten  through,  or  lacerated, 
they  fliould  fweii  out,  and  form  a tumour, 
Hence  three  kinds  of  aneurifms  are  eftablifhed  : 
one  confiding  merely  of  the  dilatation  of  an  ar- 
tery ; another  confiding  in  the  artery  being  rup- 
tured, or  in  any  way  opened,  and  pouring  forth 
blood  ) and  a third  arifmg  from  both  caufes,  no- 
il 2 
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ticed  by  Hunter  * ; although  by  fome  it  is  re- 
jected as  fictitious  f. 

* Medic,  olferv.  and  faquir . by  a Society  of  Ph'yfcians  in  London, 
vol.  i.  art.  37.  f The  authors  of  the  Europ.  liter,  journ.  vol.  iv, 
an.  1758.  p.  114. 

282.  The  aneyriffn  belonging  to  the  firft  kind 
by  furgical  writers  is  named  true;  the  fecond 
fpecies  is  called  fpurious  * ; and  the  third,  as  con- 
fifting  of  both  thefe  kinds,  has  been  named  by 
Hunter  mixed  f.  Some  add  a fourth  kind,  namely, 
the  varicGfe  aneurifm , which,  they  fay,  takes 
place  when  an  artery  and  vein  contiguous  to  each 
other  are  lb  perforated,  that  the  blood  palling 
from  the  former  into  the  latter  caufes  a throbbing 
j welling  £ ; as,  for  inltance,  if  the  vena  baf~ 
lica , when  bruifed,  communicate  with  a wound 
of  the  brachial  artery  lying  below  jj.  Again,  the 
fpurious  a7ieurifm  is  diftinguifhed  into  dijfufe  and 
circumfaibed.  The  former  takes  place,  when  , 
the  blood,  being  effufed,  fpreads  widely  through 
the  cellular  membrane  ; the  latter,  when  the 
blood  is  forced  out  of  the  cellular  fubftance,  or 
aponeurotic  membrane  lying  above,  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  be  collected  in  a narrow  fpace  §.  The 
fpurious  aneurifm  is,  moreover,  divided  by  Fou- 
bert  into  primative  and  fecondary ; of  which  the 
one  arifes  immediately  after  the  injury  of  an  ar- 
tery, and  the  other  does  not  follow  for  fome 
days  after 

* Platner,  Injtit.  chir.  $ 420.  421.  (f).  f L.  c* 

t White  and  Thomas,  Comm,  Lipf.  vol.  xviii.  P.  iii.  p.  408  } and 
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Foubert,  Mem.  del' Acad.  Roy.  de  Chir . vol.fi.  p.  535*  II  C°m' 
L'rpf.  1.  c.  § Hunter,  1.  c.  L.  c.  (f).  Aetius  had 

already  diftinguifhed  aneurifiris  into  true  and  falfe ; and  Hunter  is 
deceived  in  making  Paulus  ALgineta,  who  flourilhed  in  the  eighth 
century,  the  author  of  that  diitin&ion. 

283.  But  Lieutaud  feems  to  approve  of  the 
diftin&ion  of  aneurifms  into  true  and  falfe^  only 
when  they  are  external  *.  Which  might  like- 
wife  be  faid  of  other  nice  diftin&ions.  It  is  not* 
however,  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  every  kind  may 
happen  any  where  ( 1 8 1 . 182.)  ; and,  if  any  dif- 
ficulty arife,  I imagine  that  it  conlifts  intirely  in 
accurately  diftinguifhing  thefe,  as  fuch  as  are  in- 
ternally fituite  frequently  efcape  being  detected, 
either  by  the  eyes  or  hands.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable, however,  that  true  aneurifm  happens  more 
frequently  in  the  internal  parts,  an  * the  (puxious 
in  the  external,  and  efpecially  in  the  joints,  as 
Platner  very  properly  fuggefts  f. 

* Free,  de  med.  1.  i.  p.  146.  f L.  c.  j 422.  An  mftance 
of  falfe  aneurifm  of  the  of  the  internal  parts  may  be  found  in  Tabar- 
lini  (Olf.  anat.  n.  viii.  p.  16.). 

284.  From  thefe  general  remarks  the  nature  of 
aneurifm  will  readily  appear.  It  is  either  an  ar- 
tery preternaturally  dilated  into  a fwelling  ; or  it 
is  a fwelling  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  rupture  or  divifion  of  an  artery  pouring 
out  blood  ; or  it  is  the  combination  of  thefe.  This 
morbid  date  is  in  common  to  the  veins  alfo.  Hence 
they  either  lofe  their  proper  figure,  and  acquire 
greater  capacity , or,  being  burft,  or  divided,  thev  pour 

U3 
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blood  into  the  neighbouring  cellular  membrane. 
The  firft  of  thefe  morbid  ftates  is  properly  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  varix , the  other  by  that  of 
eccbymofis,  or fugillatio . Fori  do  not  agree  with  thofe 
who,  under  the  fingle  name  of  aneurifm , compre- 
hend both  the  affections  of  the  veins  and  arteries. 

285.  I fhall  therefore  proceed  to  fpeak  of  thefe 
affedions,  both  of  the  aneurifmatic  and  vari- 
cole  kind,  but  of  thofe  only  which  take  place 
chiefly  in  the  prsecordia,  extending  the  Ipace 
of  the  prsecordia  more  than  Celfus  has  done  * ; 
with  the  view  that  almoft  the  whole  aorta,  which 
is  more  frequently  affeCted  with  aneurifm,  and 
the  vena  cava,  which  is  liable  to  varix,  may  be 
conveniently  comprehended  in  the  fame  fpecies. 
But  before  entering  on  the  fubjeCt,  it  is  proper 
to  premife  fomething  concerning  the  divifion 
adopted  by  Lancifi  in  enumerating  the  aneurifms 
of  the  prsecordia.  He  alfo  has  divided  aneurifms 
into  true , or  legitimate , and  bafiard , or  [pur ions  ; 
employing  thefe  words,  however,  in  a fenfe  alto- 
gether different  from  that  in  which  they  are  ufed 
by  furgical  and  medical  writers,  which  I have  al- 
ready obferved.  For  he  gives  the  name  of  legiti- 
mate, both  to  thofe  which  arife  from  relaxation 
of  the  texture  of  the  arteries,  and  to  thofe  occa- 
sioned by  a folution  of  their  continuity.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  names  thofe  aneurifms 
fpurious , which  have  been  occafioned  at  firft,  not 
by  debility,  relaxation,  or  refolution  of  the  fibres 
of  the  villi  forming  the  arteries,  but  by  an  in- 
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Creafed  impetus  of  the  blood,  which  the  ufual 
ftrength,  or  power  of  refiftance  of  the  arteries,  is 
incapable  of  bearing  without  being  burft  afunder  ; 
fo  that  relaxation  or  rupture  of  the  villi,  or  coats, 
follows  as  the  effett,  but  by  no  means  as  the  ori- 
ginal caufe  of  the  aneurifin,  and  thus  they  may 
readily  pafs  into  true  aneurifm  f . It  is  proper 
alfo  to  obferve,  that  the  true  aneurifms  of  Lan- 
cifi  by  Sauvages  are  named  pajfive , and  the  falfe 
by  him  called  aftive 

* Lib.  ii.  c.iii.  lib.  iv.  c.i.  & viii.  lib.v.  c.  xxvi.  f De 
aneuryf.  in  gener.  lib.  i.  prop.  v.  J Nofol.  metb.  vol.  i.  cl.  i. 

ord.  v.  gen.  2. 

286.  But,  with  deference  to  Lancifi,  who  is 
otherwife  a molt  excellent  writer  concerning  thefe 
affe&dons,  the  aneurifms,  or  dilatations,  of  the  ar- 
teries to  which  the  prascordia  are  liable,  may  be 
diftinguifhed  principally  into  two  kinds,  whatever 
their  origin  be ; namely,  into  thofe  in  which  the 
artery  is  expanded  beyond  the  limits  of  nature  in 
any  direction,  and  into  thofe  which  are  occafion- 
ed  by  any  part  of  an  artery  protuberating  like  a 
fac  from  the  fide  of  a velfel.  For  there  can  fcarcely 
be  any  aneurifm  of  internal  parts,  from  which 
one  or  other  of  thefe  kinds  of  dilatation  can  be 
abfent.  This  divifion  of  aneurifm,  into  facciform 
and  not  facciform  *,  was  propofed  by  Morgagni 
whom  Schreiber  £,  Valcarenghi  ||,  and  others 
afterwards  followed.  But  befides  the  arteries,  the 
heart  alfo  may  be  dilated  in  various  ways ; and 

U 4 
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why  may  we  not  name  fuch  dilatations  with  Bal- 
lonius  § and  Lancifi  *[[,  as  well  as  many  others, 
aneurifms , dividing  them  in  like  manner  into  fac- 
ciform , and  not  facciform  ? 

* Thofe  which  are  not  facciform , we  may,  with  Sauvages,  like- 
\vife  name  cylindroidea . f Adverf  anat . ii.  Aort.  animadv . xxxviij. 
and  mcd . xvii.  n.  27.  J Lipf  ann.  173 1. 

menf  Aug.  p-  377-  378.  j|  Deaneuryf.  obf.  1.  § Co/^7.  109. 

L.  c.  prop.  11. 

287.  The  heart,  to  begin  with  it,  is  dilated, 
fometimes  intirely,  fometimes  « nly  partially,  and 
not  unfrequently  is  at  the  fame  time  liable  to 
other  morbid  conditions,  as  polypi,  far  comat  a , 
various  kinds  of  tumours,  and  alfo  erofion  of  its 
external  furface.  Inftances  of  the  intire  heart 
being  increafed  in  bulk,  and  preternaturally  di- 
ftended,  are  very  frequently  to  be  met  with  in 
authors  *•  Sometimes  dilatation  is  conjoined 
with  the  greateft  degree  of  extenuation  or 
flaccidity  of  its  fides ; fometimes  the  thicknefs 
and  ftrength  of  them  is  increafed,  with  a di- 
latation of  all  the  cavities ; fometimes  only  its 
fize  feems  to  be  increafed,  without  the  fize  of 
its  cavities  becoming  greater  than  ufual.  Some- 
times, likewife,  the  coronary  arteries  and  veins 
are  ohferved  to  be  aneurifmatic  and  varicofe.  It 
is  frequently  fo  much  extended,  as,  like  a bul- 
lock’s heart,  to  equal  in  bulk,  or  exceed,  a head 
of  tolerable  fize,  or  it  is  three  or  four  times  its 
natural  fize  f . 
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* The  firfl  authors  who  have  noticed  iuch  enlargements  are, 
Nicolaus  Maffa,  an.  1534.  Intro  dud.,  arat . c.  28.  \eiali,  De  hum. 
corp.  falrica , l.i.  c.  5.  Carolus  Stephanus,  Diff.  part.  corp.  hum » 
l.ii.  c.  33.  Ballonius,  Fpid.  1.  ii.  in  Conjl.  autum.  an.  1573* 
Andreas  Laurentius,  Ilifi.  anal,  corp,  hum.  1.  ix.  q UwVi  • 1 3 • Who- 
ever  wants  more  ample  information  may  confult  Bonetus,  Sepulchr „ 
anal,  Schenck,  Pratyrifeon , or  Ohf.  de  mcrar.  &c.  Lancili,  De 
motu  cord  s et  aneurif.  Kings-Macoppe,  De  aort.  polyp.  Morgagni,  De 
fed.  et  cauff.  morh . Senac,  Trait,  du  coeur.  Pali  a,  De  cord,  polyp,  in. 
dub.  <evocat.  Valcarenghi,  De  aort . nneuryj . obf.  3.  Matani,  lie 
aneiir  f.  precord,  vitiis.  Van  Swieten,  Comment,  in  Bcerhaav.  aph.de 
cog.etcu \ Lieutaud,  //;’/?.  anat.  med.  De  Haen,  Rat.  med.; 

where  may  likewife  be  found  iniiances  of  dilatation,  not  only  cf 
the  heart , but  alfo  of  the  aorta , vena  cave,  and  other  veffels. 

f Nicolaus  Maffa  and  Ballonius,  in  the  paffages  quoted. 

288.  Sometimes  only  fome  parts  of  the  heart, 
or  one  or  two  particular  parts,  are  ftretched  out 
to  i immenfe  bulk.  The  right  auricle,  in  par- 
ticular, is  liable  to  this  morbid  ftate,  fo  as  fome- 
times  to  acquire  the  fize  of  half  a heart,  fome- 
times  of  a whole  one,  and  fometimes  that  of  the 
head  of  a new-born  infant.  Likewife  the  right 
ventricle  becomes  diftended,  as  well  as  the  left, 
and  the  auricle  of  the  fame  fide,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  fometimes  its  rupture  is  threatened,  or 
aftually  follows.  But  Lancifi,  as  well  as  Mor- 
gagni, has  obferved  more  dilatations  of  the  left 
ventricle  than  of  the  right ; but  fewer  of  the  left 
auricle  than  of  the  right  *.  Van  Swieten,  how- 
ever, afiirms  the  contrary  f.  Sometimes  only 
the  right,  fometimes  the  left  cavities,  fometimes 
both  together  are  enlarged,  as  may  be  found  in 
the  anatomical  obfervations  of  medical  writers, 

* EpiJLanat . med.  xviii.  n,  5.  f j 176. 
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289.  Moreover,  of  the  arteries  fituate  in  thd 
jprcecordia,  thofe  which  are  principally  affedled 
with  aneurifm  are  the  pulmonary  artery ; the 
bronchial  artery  ; the  aorta,  both  at  its  beginning, 
in  its  arch,  and  in  the  defcending  trunk  ; the 
fubclavian,  carotid,  and  axillary  arteries  ; the 
cceliac,  hepatic,  fplenic,  and  mefenteric  arteries  ; 
the  emulgent  and  iliac  arteries  ; and  their  branches. 
But  it  moil:  frequently  happens,  that  the  arch  of 
the  aorta  is  aiTedted,  both  on  account  of  its  being 
nearer  the  aclion  of  the  heart,  and  on  account  of 
its  receiving  the  whole  impetus  of  the  blood,  with 
its  arch.  Frequently  aneurifms  of  the  arteries 
are  eroded,  either  in  confequence  of  there  being 
depofited  in  them  an  acrid  humour,  or  one 
which  is  rendered  acrid  by  ftagnation,  and  pour 
out  blood  into  the  pericardium,  into  the  cavity  of 
the  cheft,  or  other  neighbouring  parts,  both  la- 
cerated, eroded,  and  ruptured.  Matani  * wit- 
neffed  the  rupture  of  the  pulmonary  artery  in 
a perfon  while  laughing  over  his  cups.  Tabar- 
rini  obferved  it  eroded  and  pouring  blood  into 
the  pericardium  f ; Morgagni  found  the  aorta 
nearly  corrupted  £ ; and  Mery  law  it,  on  account 
of  its  increafed  lize,  beginning  to  feparate  from  the 
bafe  of  the  heart  ||.  Le  Prott  § obferved,  in  a cou- 
rier who  had  died  fuddenly,  the  bronchial  artery 
affedted  in  the  fame  manner.  Sometimes  they 
become  bony  within,  or  are  lined  with  bony 
fcales.  Wepfer  If  died  in  confequence  of  the  aorta 
{jeing  diftended  into  an  aneurifm,  on  having  be- 
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come  offified  here  and  there.  Morgagni  **  and 
Valfajva  ff  mention  the  aorta  having  become 
indurated  with  an  aneurifin  three  inches  in  dia- 


meter, and  covered  in  the  infnle  with  bony  plates  ; 
and  Albertini  obferved  it  covered  with  a bony 
cruft  Xt-  Ruyfch  ||  j|  and  many  others  make  men- 
tion of  a monftrous  aneurifm  three  inches  above 
the  heart,  accompanied  with  erofion  of  the  inner 
coat  of  the  aorta,  which  not  unfrequently  happens, 
efpecially  in  perfons  labouring  under  lues  venerea. 
Not  unfrequently  the  oefophagus  and  trachea  are 
comprefied  with  an  aneurifm  of  the  aorta.  A dilata- 
tion of  it  compreffing  the  oefophagus  and  trachea  is 
mentioned  by  Ramazzini  §§  ; and  another  which 
fo  adhered  to  the  oefophagus,  that,  in  confequence 
of  the  erofion  of  the  latter,  blood  pafled  into  the 
ftomach  after  the  burfting  of  the  aneurifm,  is 
mentioned  by  Matani  W.  Near  the  heart  it  is 
frequently  fo  dilated,  that  it  grows  out  to  an 
immenfe  fize.  Laurence  formerly,  and  lately 
Fafchal  Ferraria,  mention  its  orifice  having  be- 
come fo  much  enlarged  in  an  aneurifmatic  heart, 
that  it  was  capable  of  admitting  one's  arm  ***. 


* Bcprac.  morl.  p.  120.  f Obferv.  anat.w . 8.  J Fptfl . 

anat.  med.  xvii.  n.  28.  |]  Hijl.  acad.  Parf.  an.  1716.  p.  51. 

§.  Com.  acad.  Bonon.  *vol.  i.  p.  345.  De  Haen,  in  his  lift , 

Rat.  med.  P.  iv.  p.  15.  **  Epijl.  cit.  n.  17.  fj-  Mor- 

gag.  ib.  n.  23.  JJ;  Com.  acad.  Bonon.  vol.  i.  p.  402. 

ji||  Obferv.  Chir.  n.  38.  §§  Morgag.  epift.  xviii.  n.  17. 

*]*[  De  aneuryf.  morb.  p.  1 20.  ***  Belle  mcrt.-  malat.  fubit. 

j>.  89. 

290,  Sometimes  a!fo  aneurifms  ftretch  to  va 
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rious  diftant  parts,  break  the  bones  lying  oppofite 
to  them,  obliterate  cartilages,  rendering  every 
thing  around  them  carious.  Morgagni  *,  and 
before  him  \'ater  y,  Schreiber  y,  and  Flack  jj, 
defcnbe  an  aneurifmadc  fac,  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
aorta,  of  an  oval  figure,  larger  than  a kid’s  head, 
juft  before  the  common  beginning  of  the  fubcla- 
vian  and  carotid  artery,  attended  with  a fra&ure 
and  caries  oi  the  right  clavicle,  and  with  the 
deftrudiion  of  the  four  firft  ribs,  at  the  part  where 
they  continue  long  cartilaginous.  Sandifort  § de- 
fences a facciform  aneurifm  twTenty-one  inches 

and  a quarter  in  circumference,  and  ten  and 

* 

a quarter  in  diameter,  between  the  fecond  and 
third  true  ribs,  arifmg  from  the  fore  and  right 
fide  of  the  aorta,  and  protuberating  in  the  right 
fide  of  the  thorax,  while  it  extended,  on  the 
left,  beyond  the  fternum,  two  inches  diftant  from 
the  clavicle  ; defeending  all  the  way  to  the  right 
papilla,  and  internally  ftretching  to  the  left  ven- 
tricle of  the  heart,  full  of  polypous  blood,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  patient’s  pulfe  had  been 
weak  and  final!.  Another  facciform  aneurifm 
in  the  right  fide  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  which 
had  ariien  after  great  exertion  of  the  voice  and 
body,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Mifcellanea  Varie  Li- 
terature, publifhed  at  Luca  which  protuberated 
to  the  right  hde  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  burft 
out  between  the  fecond  and  fourth  ribs, — the 
third  being  intirely  deftroyed, — equalling  the 
fize  of  a goofe’s  egg.  Similar  to  this  was  that 
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which  Morand  faw  which  had  opened  a paf- 
fage  to  itfelf  from  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  between 
the  fecond  and  third  ribs,  and  likewife  between 
the  third  and  fourth,  and  railed  a double  tumour 
externally.  That  one,  alfo,  is  worthy  of  notice, 
which  is  publilhed  by  Littre,  as  having  arifen  in 
the  arch  of  the  aorta  in  confequence  of  exceffive 
reaching,  which  had  continued  for  four  days. 
In  the  middle  it  occupied  the  thorax,  in  the  up- 
per part  it  extended  to  the  neck,  afeending  all 
the  way  to  the  lower  jaw.  Morgagni  relates, 
that  in  a man  accuftomed  to  play  with  the  wood- 
en ball,  and  addided  to  the  copious  ule  of  wane, 
the  anterior  fide  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  had  expand- 
ed itfelf  into  a large  aneurifm,  which  had  partly 
deftroyed  the  top  of  the  fternum,  and  extremities 
of  the  clavicles  refting  upon  it,  and  had  partly 
rendered  them  carious,  and  had  at  length  broken 
out  at  the  upper  part  of  the  fternum,  under  the 
appearance  of  a large  boil  Guattani  has  re- 
corded an  inftance  of  an  aneurifrn  of  the  aorta 
having  arifen  in  confequence  of  violent  terror,  in 
a man  of  fifty  years  of  age,  attended  with  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  fever,  celfation  of  the  left 
pulle,  and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  exhibiting 
a tubercle  as  large  as  a pigeon’s  egg  above  the 
left  clavicle  JJ.  Albertini,  out  of  Vcfali,  has  cle- 
ft: ri  bed  an  aneurifm  in  the  aorta  of  a nobleman, 
about  the  vertebrae  of  the  back,  protuberating 
there  into  a fwdling  j|  j|.  Inftances  of  aneurifms 
of  the  fubclavian,  carotid,  axillary  s 
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bronchial  artery,  of  the  defcending  aorta,  and  of 
the  coeliac,  fplenic,  hepatic,  and  other  arteries, 
may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Valfalva,  Mor- 
gagni, Nenci,  Beauffier,  Fantoni,  Le  Prott, 
Haller,  Lancifi,  in  the  Parifian  TranJ. a&ions , in 
Boucher,  Bander,  Matani,  Tabarrani,  and  many 
others. 

* Epift.  anat.  med.  xviii.  n.  25.  f Ephcm . N.  C.  decad.  iii. 

n.  ix.  obf.  162.  ^ Nov.  Comment,  dead.  Scient.  Petropolit.  vol.  iii, 

phyf.  n.  iv.  ||  Ephem.  not.  curiof.  cent.  v.  obf.  74.  § Nov, 

aCt.  phyf.  med.  N.  C.  vol.  iv.  p.  21.  Vol.  ii.  p.  184, 

**  Mem.  de  V dead.  Roy.  de  Par.  an.  1707.  ff  Epift.  anal , 

med.  xxvi.  n.  9.  De  aneurif.  intern . Jjjj  Com , injl , 

feient.  et  art . Bonon.  vol.  i.  p.  402.  et  feq. 

291.  The  veins  in  the  prsecordia,  efpecially  the 
vena  cava  and  pulmonary  vein,  are  fubjedt  to 
varices.  Inftances  of  this  kind  alfo  frequently  oc- 
cur in  the  writers  already  quoted.  A vaft  dila-  , 
ration  of  the  vena  cava , with  a very  great  en- 
largement of  the  heart,  is  mentioned  in  the  Mif- 
cellanea  Natur.  Curiof.  tom.  v.  decad.  1.  obferv. 
xl.  ; as  alfo  an  inftance  of  enlargement  of  the 
vena  cava  and  right  auricle,  diftended  with  blood, 
in  a man  of  fifty-four  years  of  age,  who  died 
fuddenly,  is  related  by  Lancifi  * ; not  to  men- 
tion Morgagni,  Albertini,  and  others.  More- 
over Paree,  and  feveral  after  him,  make  mention 
of  the  dilatation  of  the  pulmonary  vein.  The 
vena  azygos  itfelf  is  not  exempt  from  this  affec- 
tion. Heraclitus  Manfredi  f,  in  a phthifical  pa- 
tient,  found  its  trunk  imraenfdy.dilated  to  the. ex- 
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tent  of  a fpan,  fo  that  even  after  its  burding, 
which  happened  about  the  middle  of  its  length, 
it  refe rubied  the  vena  cava  in  width.  But  an 
obfervation  of  Portali’s  claims  our  notice  if.  He 
mentions,  that  in  the  body  of  a hypochondriac, 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  hemorrhoidal  flux 
being  fupprefled,  had  fallen  into  a flow  fever, 
which  carried  him  off,  the  vena  porta  was  fo  di- 
lated as  to  refemble  one  of  the  inteflines,  accom- 
panied with  a very  heavy  and  fcirrhous  liver  |J. 

* Dsfub.  mort . obf,  i.  p.  243.  Sc  obf.  iv.  p.  281.  f Morg; 
eplj}.  anat.  med.  xxvi.  n.  29,  J Hijl  anat.  rued.  T.  K 

, P-  I25* 

jj  Likewife  tlie  eoafa  brcvia  are  liable  to  varices.  Tills  appears 
from  obfervations,  and  efpecially  from  one  of  Columbus,  De  re 
anat.  1.  xv.  p.  292.  In  Cardinal  Cibo,  the  vein  which  ftretches 
from  the  fpleen  to  the  mouth  of  the  ltomach  was  of  remarkable 
magnitude,  and  on  burfting  filled  the  ftomach  and  inteflines  with 
blood,  occasioning  the  patient’s  death  •,  although,  while  he  lived, 
he  had  loft  fome  pounds  of  blood  by  vomiting  and  ftool.  BrafTa- 
vola  was  prefent  at  this  difle&ion. 

292.  We  fha!l  now  proceed  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  caufes  from  which  thefe  morbid  dates 
originate.  Of  thefe  fome  dilate  the  heart  itfelf, 
or  particular  parts  oi  it,  or  the  vena  cava , or  pul- 
monary vein,  or  artery  ; fome  are  very  apt  to  in- 
duce aneurifm,  both  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  aorta. 
To  the  m A fet  belong  mod  of  the  caufes,  which, 
as  I have  already  obferved  (242.  243,  244.),  in- 
- duce  palpitation  oi  the  heart.  The  chief  of  thefe, 
according  to  the  oblervations  of  anatomids,  feem 
to  be,  narrownefs  of  the  aorta  or  edification  of 


OF  ANEURISMS  AND  VARICES. 


the  beginning  of  it,  or  of  the  femilunar  valves  ; 
narrownefs  or  induration  of  the  pulmonary  artery  ; 
preffure  of  its  valves  to  the  fides  of  the  veffel ; 
tumours,  of  whatever  kind,  in  any  way  impeding 
the  egrefs  of  the  blood  from  the  heart ; external 
erofion  of  the  heart  ; repeated  and  long-continued 
efforts  to  vomit.  Some  authors  likewife,  among 
thefe  caufes,  enumerate  air  evolved  and  expanded 
in  the  cavities  of  the  heart. 

* An  aneurifm  of  the  heart,  occafloned  by  narrownefs  of  the 
aorta,  and  induration  of  the  valves,  is  recorded  by  Meckel,  vol.  vi. 
Mem  del  Acad.  Roy.  de  Berlin , an.  1750.*,  and  by  Morgagni,  Epijl, 
anat.  mcd.  xviii.  n.  ii.  &.  n.  vi. 

I myfelf  knew  a girl  of  flxteen  years  of  age,  who,  when  labour- 
ing under  an  aneurifm  in  confequence  of  narrownefs  of  the  aorta, 
from  her  infancy  had  been  liable  to  tremors  of  the  whole  body,  to 
great  anxiety,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  irregularity  of  the  pulfe. 
At  the  time  when  her  catamenia  flowed,  all  the  fymptems  were 
aggravated,  nay,  I have  ohferved  them  increafed  by  bleeding,  or 
the  employment  of  purgatives.  At  length  fyncope  fupervened, 
and  put  a period  to  her  exiftence. 


293.  To  the  other  fet  are  referred,  a native 
and  acquired  debility  of  the  heart  or  arteries ; 


likewife  too  great  rigidity  * ; violent  motion  ; 
great  exertion  of  the  cheft,  as  in  blowing  trum- 


pets, or  playing  upon  wind-inftruments,  driving  a 
carriage,  carrying  loads,  running,  and  dancing; 
loud  ringing,  violent  and  long-continued  cough- 


ing, mental  emotions  +,  efpecially  long-  fupprefled 
rage  ; grief ; fudden  and  great  terror  ; blows  f ; 
a fail ; geftation  ; wounds  ; polypus  ; the  em- 
ployment of  mercurial  remedies  jj  ; ulceration  cf 
the  internal  coat  cf  the  arteries,  cr  deftruflicn  of 
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the  external  H ; too  much  blood,  although  this 
of  itfelf  be  feldorn  fufficient ; bad-conditioned 
fluids  ; a hereditary  taint  **  ; lues  venerea  ; hy- 
pochondriacal,  hyfterical,  rheumatic,  catarrhal, 
hemoptoic,  and  herpetic  affections  ; and,  laftly, 
immoderate  eating  and  drinking.  Lancifi  lays  fo 
much  ftrefs  on  the  lad  caufe,  that,  of  an  hundred 
aneurifms,  he  aflerts  that  at  leaft  fifty  were  occa- 
fioned  in  confequence  of  it.  Likewife  the  heart’s 
being  enlarged  gives  occafion  to  aneurifms  of 
the  pulmonary  artery  or  aorta  ; becaufe,  in  con- 
fequence of  forcing  the  blood  too  violently  into 
them,  it  muft  necelfarily  urge,  diftraCt,  and  gra- 
dually enlarge  one  or  other,  or  both  of  them. 

% 

* “ Aneurifms  in  the  aorta  feem  to  arife  from  this  rigidity,  on 
account  of  the  difeafe  never  happening  in  infants,  very  feldom  in. 
young  people,  and  very  frequently  in  people  advanced  in  life,  in 
confequence  of  the  external  coat  being  ruptured  by  the  force  of  the 
blood.”  Haller,  Opufc.  pathol.  obf.  xx. 

f On  this  principle  Albertini  accounted  for  this  complaint  not 
unfreqtiently  occurring  in  men,  while  it  rarely  happens  in  brute 
beads  (vol.  i.  Com.  inji . fcient.  et  art.  Bonon.).  What  belongs  to 
this  caufe  may  be  inferred  from  this,  that  if  fudden,  mixed,  con- 
tending, and  violent  paffions  take  place,  aneurifms  frequently  arife, 
as  it  were,  inftantiy  •,  while  varicofe  conditions  generally  take  place 
{lowly,  in  confequence  of  fimple,  long-continued,  and  fevere  cares. 

t Inftances  will  be  found  in  Lancifi,  1.  c.  prop.  21.  Van  Swie- 
ten,  Com.  In  Boerhaav.  aph.  176.  Valcarenghi,  obf.  it.  Be  Haen, 
Rat.  med.  par.  iv.  c.  ii.  5 and  others.  ||  Albertini,  1.  c. 

§ Haller,  Prim.  Ln.  n.  34.  Lancifi,  De  aneuryf.  in  gen. 

prop.  47.  **  Albertini,  lib.  cit,  n.  65.  Each  of  them 

has  obferved,  that  aneurifmatic  vitiations  cf  the  heart  and  neigh- 
bouring parts  have  defeended  intirely  from  the  fame  hereditary  taint, 
handed  down  from  father  to  fon. 


Vol.  V. 


X 
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THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

294.  It  is  doubtlefs  a very  difficult  matter  to 
ascertain  each  of  thefe  morbid  dates  (188.  to 
191.),  and  the  various  caufes  (192.  193.)  from 
which  they  have  proceeded.  But  that  the  in- 
veftigation  may  be  attended  with  lefs  difficulty, 
we  may  obferve,  with  Albertini  *,  that  in  morbid 
dates  of  the  prascordia,  independent  of  other 
fymptoms  fhortly  to  be  mentioned,  on  applying 
the  hand  to  the  thorax,  or  to  the  fpot  in  which 
the  difeafe  is,  an  unufual  motion,  either  with  or 
without  pulfation,  is  perceived,  or  not  at  all. 
Generally  the  motion,  which  has  conjoined  with 
it  an  unufual  and  long  vibrating  pulfation,  is  per- 
ceived in  a fimple  aneurifmatic  dilatation,  either  of 
the  intire  heart,  or  of  the  auricle,  or  left  ventricle, 
or  of  the  aorta,  or  fubclavian,  carotid,  axillary,  or 
other  arteries,  which  proceed  from  the  defcending 
aorta.  But  the  motion  which  is  unaccompanied 
with  fuch  a pulfation,  or  is  fcarce  perceptibly 
felt,  is  generally  conjoined  with  dilatation  in  the 
trunk  of  the  vena  cava,  or  right  ventricle  j~  ; 

or  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  or  vein ; or  of  the 

/ 

bronchial  artery  ; or  of  the  fubclavian  and  jugular 
veins.  The  obferving  of  the  prefence  or  abfence 
of  the  motion  in  thefe  complaints  is  of  the  great- 
eft  fervice  : although  it  does  not  reft  upon  fo  uni- 
form  a law,  that,  for  many  reafons,  it  may  not  be 
fometimes  very  much  varied,  in  confequence  of 
the  degree,  figure,  and  magnitude  of  the  dilata- 
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tion,  of  the  variety  of  its  fituation,  combination, 
and  other  circumftances. 

* Com.  in/},  fcient.  et  art.  Bonon.  vol.  i.  p.  83.  Tie  difficil.  refpirat, 
vitus.  In  his  Opufcula.  f Albertini  refers  dilatation  of  the 

right  auricle  of  the  heart  to  morbid  dates,  which  he  names  varicofer 
becaufe  it  induces  a motion  which  is  almoft  imperceptible,  and,  as 
it  were,  without  any  pulfation.  But  Burggrave  ( Act . acad.  nai.  cur . 
vol.  x.  an.  1754.  edit.  Norimb.  p.  140.  j and  vol.  iv.  par.  iv.  p.  684. 
Com.  Lipf. ) mentions,  that  in  aneurifm  of  the  right  ventricle,  the 
fhock  of  the  heart  is  hot  intirely  felt  under  the  left  bread,  but  un- 
der the  dernum,  and  likewife  in  the  right  fide  of  the  thorax.  To 
whofe  authority,  I ihould  alk,  ought  greater  credit  to  be  given  ? 
Albertini  confulted  experience  alone,  which  is  truer  \ while  Burg- 
grave appears  to  have  attended  to  the  nature  of  the  place.  But  the 
pulfation  feems  to  be  deducible,  not  from  the  increafed  capacity  of 
the  heart,  but  from  its  violent  contraction.  Is  this  greater  in  dila- 
tation of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  ? Is  the  right  ventricle 
in  the  right  fide,  or  behind  ? it  appears  not.  Perhaps,  therefore,  he 
indulged  too  much  in  probability.  This  appears  from  what  he  him- 
felf  confefles,  that  fometimes  the  right  ventricle  has  not  been  found 
in  a date  of  aneurifm,  wdien  the  pulfation  had  been  perceived  in  the 
right  fide,  but  the  arch  of  the  aorta  itfelf  didended  on  the  right 
fide*. 

t 

2 95.  When  the  pulfation,  however,  is  not  very- 
great,  but  moderate,  or  much  lefs  than  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  complaint  caufes,  or  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  place  renders  it  in  fome  degree  lefs 
fenfible,  the  fingers  are  to  be  preffed  to  the  neck, 
near  the  Tides  of  the  trachea,  and  under  the  cla- 
vicles, while  at  the  fame  time  the  motion  of  the 
carotids,  or  the  undulations  of  the  jugular  veins, 
are  attentively  examined  ; and  this  ought  to  be 
frequently  repeated,  efpecially  after  meals  or  exer- 
pife,  or  mounting  flairs,  that  it  may  not  efcape 
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the  obfervation  of  the  phyfician.  For  there  h a 
moderate  puliation,  and  much  fmaller  one,  or 
none  at  all,  when  the  heart,  although  in  a ftate  of 
aneurifm,  has  become  hard,  and,  as  it  were,  tendi- 
nous, or  flaccid  ; or  when  the  lides  of  the  dilated 
artery  have  become  preternaturally  indurated  ; or 
contain  within  them  an  oblong  polypous  concre- 
tion of  blood  ; or  become  completely  lined  with 
a cartilaginous  or  bony  coat.  Which  taint,  when 
it  happens,  may  be  known,  if  it  has  been  prece- 
ded by  a pulfation,  wThich  has  been  of  long 
ftanding,  but  has  gradually  ceafed,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  patient  has  become  better.  But 
when,  without  this  caufe,  the  pulfe  has  become 
more  obfcure,  it  is  then  manifeft  that  the  ftrength 
is  failing,  and  death  approaching. 

296.  Befides,  the  practitioner  mult  carefully 
inquire,  whether  the  motion  perceived  by  the 
hand  recede  from  the  natural  one,  or  not,  and 
in  what  manner,  and  how  far  it  does  fo  ? Yv  ne- 
ther it  feem  to  be  in  the  proper  feat  of  the  heart, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  ? Whether  the  part  re- 
tain its  natural  bulk,  or  ffiew  a larger  ? For  it  is 
a difficult  matter  to  difUnguifh  the  pulfation  of 
the  heart  from  the  pulfation  of  an  aneurifm  fituate 
near  it,  uniefs  all  thefe  particulars  be  carefully  in- 
veftigated.  If  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  be  without 
the  cheft,  where  the  ribs  cannot  be  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  hand,  we  muft  conlidcr  well  whe- 
ther the  diameter  of  the  artery  be  really  increaied, 
' which  a perfon  acquainted  with  anatomy  will 
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eafily  perceive, — or  whether  it  be  natural.  For 
if  the  aorta  or  coeliac  artery  beat  violently  and 
quickly,  and  if  that  take  place  without  any  in- 
creafe  of  its  diameter,  it  will  be  a proof  that  no 
aneurifm  is  prefent. 

297.  On  an  accurate  inveftigation  of  thefe 
points  (295.  296.  297.)  being  made,  either  fymp- 
toms  indicating  one  or  other  morbid  ftate  are 
difcovered,  or  none.  If  there  be  any,  they  may 
be  confirmed  ; if  none,  their  place  may  be  fupplied 
by  others  derived  elfewhere:  namely,  from  the 
morbid  ftate  of  the  refpiration  ; from  the  pulfe  ; 
from  fome  fenfe  either  of  weight  or  conftridtion, 
or  of  flight  pain,  occafionally  affe&ing  the  re- 
gion of  the  heart,  efpecially  if  inordinate  motion 
of  the  heart  precede  or  be  conjoined  with  it  ; from 
the  patient’s  lying  or  fleeping  on  either  fide,  efpe- 
cially the  left,  with  difficulty  ; from  interruption 
of  the  fleep,  efpecially  at  the  beginning,  and 
from  the  patient’s  being  occafionally  obliged  to 
fhift  his  pofture.  At  the  beginning  of  the  aif- 
eafe,  however,  or  ih’  1 ' the  ref  iration  is 

not  affedted,  unlefs  after  quickened  motion,  or  it 
is  only  flightly  fo,  and  generally  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  patient’s  firft  fleep  occafions 
fome  neceffity  for  Uniting  the  lide,  or  fitting  up  ; 
but  during  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  likewife 
the  injury  of  the  refpiration  itfelf  increafes,  or 
frequently  fmpi  a flight  cauie  is  induced.  For 
aneurifms  either  of  the  heart  or  aorta,  or  of  any 
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other  artery  within  the  thorax,  by  their  bulk 
comprefs  the  lungs,  interrupt  the  motion  of  the 
blood  through  them,  and  frequently  prefs  upon 
the  diaphragm  itfelf,  thus  interrupting  the  free 
refpiration  *.  Likewife  an  aneurifmatic  dila- 
tation of  the  aorta,  where  it  embraces  the  left 
branch  of  the  bronchia,  compreffes  that  branch 
which  is  naturally  narrow,  in  fuch  a manner  that 
the  infpiration  cannot  take  place  through  it  f. 
The  pulfation  itfelf,  in  various  ways  receding  from, 
the  natural  habit  of  the  patient  in  greatnefs  or 
fmallnefs,  in  tenfipn,  or  foftnefs,  or  vibration,  or 
frequency,  or  irregularity,  or  intermifiion,  or  in 
any  other  way,  if  it  continue  fo  uniformly,  whe- 
ther in  both  or  in  one  or  other  arm,  as  frequent- 
ly happens  in  a doubtful  cafe,  will  throw  no  fmall 
light  on  the  fubjefl ; provided  attention  be  paid  to 
the  remarks  already  delivered  concerning  af- 
phyxia,  and  fmall  and  intermitting  pulfe  (Chap. 
VIII.  of  this  Voh).  But  every  kind  of  irregular 
motion  or  pulfation  of  the  heart,  and  injury  of 
the  refpiration,  do  not  immediately  imply  a mor- 
bid (late  of  the  praecordia,  as  I have  frequently 
obferved  clfewhere.  This  is  fufficiently  evinced 
by  hypochondriacs  and  hyfteria ; chlorofis  ; in- 
creafed  action  of  the  heart ; cr  diminifhed  capa- 
city of  the  cheft  ; or  both  together  ; or  a warm 
temperament,  and  the  prime  of  youth  ; or  the 


pulfe  being  naturally  irregular,  or  intermitting, 
efpecially  in  children,  in  old  people,  in  perfons 

abouring  under  confirmed  gout,  or  when  an  at- 
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tack  of  it  is  threatened,  in  whom,  if  a fever  fu- 
pervenes,  it  becomes  natural ; as  it  recedes  from 
the  natural  ftate  in  fevers  of  a bad  kind,  without  any 
organic  injury,  and  pafles  into  an  intermitting  one. 

Morgagni,  Epiji.  cinat.  tried,  xvii.  n.  I.  "j*  Portali,  Iidem.  de 
VAcad.  Roy.  ann.  1769. 

298.’  Thefe  fymptoms,  when  either  all  or 
feveral  of  them  are  combined,  when  they  con- 
tinue long  and  uniform,  and  are  unaccompanied 
with  any  other  manifeft  difeafe  of  the  cheft,  may 
vrarn  us  of  incipient  or  already  formed  complaints 
of  the  praecordia,  and  ftill  more  it  a rheumatic 
pain,  as  it  were,  efpecially  at  the  commencement, 
be  felt  at  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax,  at  the 
fhoulders,  and  from  thence  to  the  middle  of  one 
or  both  arms,  and  chiefly  at  the  fhoulder- blade  ; 
and  laflly,  if  the  caufes  already  enumerated  (293.) 
be  prefent.  When  the  complaints  are  aggravated, 
the  crafis  and  diftribution  of  the  blood  being  de- 
ranged, not  unfrequently  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
cult refpiration,  attended  with  orthopnoea,  which 
at  length  comes  on,  the  veffels  of  the  lungs  be- 
come fomewhere  turgid  and  diftended,  or  are 
either  lacerated,  ruptured,  or  eroded,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  frequently  in  fome  the  blood 
is  diicharged  by  fpltting,  in  others  lymph  and 
ferura  come  off*.  Hence  coughing,  congefticns, 
and  pleuritic  pains  fupervene  in  peripneumony. 
To  thefe  frequently  fucceeds,  or  fometimes  pre- 
cedes, in  confequence  of  the  reflux  of  the  blood 
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being  retarded,  or  the  lymphatics  burfting,  or  a 
greater  quantity  of  fluid  being  poured  out  by  the 
exhalants  than  can  be  taken  up  by  the  abforbents, 

- — dropfy  of  the  pericardium,  thorax,  and  abdo- 
men ; and  from  fimilar  caufes,  conftant  fleep, 
confuflon  of  thought,  apoplectic  affeCtions,  ob- 
fb  u&ion  of  the  liver,  and  oedematous  iwellings. 

299.  So  far  of  the  common  fymptoms  of  aneu«r 
rifms.  We  now  proceed  to  thofe  peculiar  to 
each  kind.  When  the  heart,  therefore,  has  be- 
come aneurifrnatic  in  each  cavity,  fuch  an  affec- 
tion is  diftinguifhed  by  the  following  marks.  On 
applying  the  hand  to  the  left  bread,  the  itroke  of 
the  heart  is  not  only  perceived  there,  but  under 
the  fternum,  extending  alio  to  the  Tides  farther 
than  the  natural  flze  of  the  heart  occafions  ; and 
its  pulfations  are  fo  confounded,  that  they  can 
fcarcely  be  counted.  Nay,  an  effeCt  is  produced, 
as  if  the  whole  cheft  from  the  neck  to  the  fcrobi- 
culus  cordis  from  fide  to  fide,  were  occupied  by 
feveral  hearts,  beating  together  irregularly  ; and 
this  effeCt  is  more  or  lefs  violent,  in  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  aneurifm.  Upon  any 
motion  of  the  body,  the  refpiration  becomes 
more  laborious,  and  the  palpitation  of  the  heart 
more  troublefome  *.  The  patients  alfo  cannot 
lie  upon  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  in  which  the 
pain,  or  weight,  is  generally  felt : they  are  occa- 
sionally attacked  with  oppreffion  cf  the  chelf,  an- 
xiety, orthopnoea  f , and  flight  fainting-fits.  Some- 
times they  both  breathe  and  fwallow  more  con- 
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Veniently,  when  the  body  is  bent  forwards  Jo 
The  pulie  is  generally  great,  hard,  violent,  vi- 
brating, and  at  firft  flow,  afterwards  likewife 
hard,  but  quicker  and  more  irregular  ||.  Some- 
times, however,  it  is  natural  § ; likewife  fmall, 
fine,  and  intermitting  ; but  in  that  cafe,  exte- 
nuation of  the  fides  of  the  heart,  or  too  great  flac- 
cidity,  or  fome  other  morbid  ftate,  or  diminution 
of  the  nervous  influence,  is  conjoined  with  it.  It 
frequently,  alfo,  happens,  that  an  aneurifmatic 
heart  falls  down,  deprefling  the  diaphragm  and 
the  ftomach,  and  occalioning  uneafinefs  in  the 
region  of  the  latter.  A prolapfus  of  the  heart  is 
then  faidtotake  place,  and  its  puliation  is  perceived 
chiefly  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  or  in  the  epi- 
gaftrium,  in  fuch  a manner  that  it  is  trequently 
miftaken  for  the  puliation  of  the  coeiiac  ar- 
tery If. 


* Burggrave  in  Aft.  acad.  N.  C.  vol.  x.  ann.  1754*  edit.  Norhnh . 
•f  Morgagni,  Epi/i.  atittt.  tried,  xvii.  n.  6.  7.  8.  9.  J Idem,  epifl. 
xviii.  n.  18.  19.  [|  Idem.  cpij}.  xvii.  n.  7.  § Id.  ib. 

n.  8.  9.  Id.  ib.  n.  17.  & 18.  likewife  epift.  xv.  n.  53. 


300.  But  aneurifms  of  the  aorta,  if  they  be  con- 
tained within  the  thorax,  generally  betray  them- 
felves  by  the  pulfations,  either  above,  ortothe  right 
or  left,  far  from  the  feat  of  the  heart  ; fometimes 
likewife  they  are  manifeft  in  the  neck,  temples, 
and  back.  The  dyfpnoca  alfo  is  aggravated  by 
motion,  the  pulfe  is  hard,  rather  flow  and  vibra- 
ting, not  intermitting,  nor  irregular  (unlefs  they 
be  conjoined  with  other  morbid  ftates).  Some- 
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times  it  is  fmall  and  weak  ; and  the  patient  call: 
lie  readily  upon  either  fide  *.  Frequently,  when 
they  have  acquired  great  bulk,  they  comprefs 
both  the  trachea  and  the  bronchia,  and  efpecially 
the  orfophagus,  in  confequence  of  which,  fuffoca- 
tion,  and  in  feveral  parts  fome  impediment  to 
the  deglutition,  fupervene  f,  efpecially  when 
the  patient  lies  on  his  back.  Not  unfrequently, 
long-continued  and  fevere  pains,  which  are  re- 
iieved  by  a difcharge  of  flatus,  diftrefs  the  patient 
In  that  fide  ; in  confequence  of  which  he  is  apt 
to  believe  that  the  complaint  arifes  from  wind. 
This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.  An 
aneurifm,  rather  by  comprefling  the  cefophagus, 
whether  by  reftraining  the  flatus  in  the  ftomach, 
or  by  exciting  a fpafm,  gives  rife  to  a new  un- 
eafmefs,  which  is  at  length  relieved  by  the  dif- 
charge of  flatus,  or  the  relaxation  of  the  fpafm  J. 
Sometimes,  likewife,  the  patients  are  fenfible  of 
the  afcent  of  a kind  of  aura  ; in  confequence  of 
which  they  fuppofe  that  the  aifeafe  is  convulfive . 
But  this  opinion  is  generally  refuted  by  the  pre- 
fence of  other  fymptoms,  and  chiefly  by  the 
meceflity  the  patient  is  under  of  Hooping  for- 
ward || . 

* Morgagni,  epift.  xvii.  n.  17.  & 21. 

& 26.  Epiji.  item  xviii.  n.  22. 
to  15.  j]  Id.  epift.  xviii.  n.  18. 

301.  According,  therefore,  as  more  or  fewer, 
or  one  or  other  of  thefe  fymptoms  (295.  to  300.} 


f Id.  ib.  n.  25  . 
J Id.  epift.  xvii.  n.  14. 
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precede,  accompany,  or  follow  any  aneurifmatic 
dileafe  of  the  praecordia,  the  diagnofis  will  be 
more  or  lefs  certain,  or  doubtful.  It  is  likewile 
extremely  obfeure  when  the  motion  of  the  heart, 
as  fometimes  happens,  is  almoft  perpetually 
varying,  and  an  organic  injury  is  likewife 
found  within  the  heart,  as  in  the  neighbouring 
parts  ; and,  laftly,  when  feveral  kinds  of  morbid 
ftates  are  varioufly  combined,  fo  that  the  fymp- 
. toms  peculiar  to  each  cannot  be  diferiminated, 
until  the  body  has  been  differed.  Concerning 
which  the  greateft  acutenefs  and  deliberation  are 
neceffary. 

% 

302.  The  confideration  of  the  diameter  of  an 
artery,  when  its  puliation  gives  reafon  to  appre- 
hend the  prefence  of  an  aneurifm,  is  always  very 
neceffary,  but  efpecially  when  the  arteries  lie  more 
open  to  the  hand  ; as  thofe  efpecially  do  which 
are  fituate  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  For, 
by  attending  to  this  alone,  Albertini,  whofe  expe- 
rience was  very  great,  was  never  deceived  in  diftin- 
guilhing  an  aneurifm  from  other  morbid  conditions 
of  the  arteries.  As,  therefore,  mere  pulfation  of 
the  arteries  cannot  immediately  be  fet  down  as  a 
fyrnptom  of  aneurifm,  we  muft  guard  againft 
fufpedting  its  commencement  whenever  a great 
pulfation  is  perceived  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ab- 
domen. For  many  circumftances  may  occalion 
it.  In  the  firft  place,  the  greateft  degree  of  ema- 
ciation may  render  the  pulfations  of  the  defeend- 
ing  aorta,  and  its  ramifications,  more  manifeft. 
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Inftances  of  this  kind  will  be  found  in  the  works 
of  Berengari  *,  Martiani  f , and  others.  Like- 
wife  exceflive  fulnefs  ; compreffion  of  the  arte- 
ries ; a phlegmonic,  fcirrhous,  or  any  other  kind 
of  tumour,  fituate  in  the  pancreas,  mefsntery,  or 
elfewhere,  comprefling  the  arteries  ; obftruCtions  ; 
fpafms ; and  irritations  of  various  kinds.  Under 
this  head  come  the  Ipurious  aneurifms  of  Lancifi, 
which  confift  merely  in  an  unufually  violent  pul- 
fation  of  the  arteries,  without  dilatation.  Marg- 
graff  X obferved  a pulfation  reaching  from  the  um- 
bilicus to  the  fcrobiculus  cordis.,  fo  great  that  it 
could  frequently  be  overheard  by  the  byftanders, 
which  lafted  for  thirty-four  years.  And  as  he 
fufpeCted  that  it  did  not  arife  from  a genuine 
aneurifm  of  a remarkable  artery  in  the  mefentery, 
becaufe  it  appeared  fcarce  at  all  enlarged  in  dia- 
meter, but  from  a fpurious  one,  as  Lancifi  called 
it,  and  as,  on  account  of  its  duration,  he  confi- 
dered  it  as  incurable,  having  at  length  given 
fome  remedies, — after  a great  variety  which  had 
been  adminiftered  by  others, — -at  lead;  with  the 
view  of  correcting  the  crudity  of  the  fluids,  the 
pulfation,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  in  a fhort 
time  was  completely  removed  ||.  Tabarrani  § 
found  not  only  a pulfation  in  the  epigaftric  re- 
gion, but  likewife  a fwelling  as  big  as  the  fift, 
conjoined  with  other  fymptoms  of  genuine  aneu- 
rifm.  But,  in  place  of  it,  upon  opening  the 
body,  he  difcovered  a i welling  at  the  centre  or 
the  mefentery,  which  comprefled  the  aorta,  and 
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was  railed  by  its  pulfations.  Morgagni  records 
a remarkable  cafe  of  a middle-aged  fhoemaker, 
accuftomed  to  drink  much  wine,  who  fhewed  all 
the  fymptoms  of  an  aneurifm  of  the  aorta  within 
.the  cheft,  and,  befides,  a manifeft  pulfation  all  over 
the  body  ; in  whom,  however,  upon  difleftion, 
no  dilatation  of  the  arteries,  or  manifeft  internal 
injury  of  them,  was  any  where  difcoverable  ^f. 

* Comment . ix.  Super  Jtnat.  Mundini.  f Ep'id.  vii.  n.  3. 

X Aft.  N.  C.  vol.  vi.  obf.  13 1.  ||  Morgagn.  epift*  xxxix.  n.  20. 

§ Olferv . anat.  med.  ii.  n.  9.  Epijl,  anal.  med.  xxiv.  n.  34. 


303.  Likewife  the  diagnofis  of  the  morbid 
fixates  referable  to  the  varicofe  kind  feems  to  be 
difficult.  For  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  thofe 
which  occalion  a motion  free  of  pulfation,  or  a 
very  flight  and  obfcure  one  ; it  is  ftill  more  dif- 
ficult to  afcertain  fuch  as  have  not  only  an  ob- 
fcure,  but  likewife  a deep-feated  and  confufed 
motion ; and  mod  difficult  of  all  to  difcover  thofe 
which  are  attended  with  none,  or  fcarce  a veftige 
of  any.  Of  this  number  are  thofe  which,  arifing 
within  the  pericardium,  are  fo  checked  by  the 
pericardium  itfelf,  either  greatly  indurated,  or 
firmly  adhering  to  the  heart,  that  their  motion 
is  not  at  all  perceived  by  us.  A dilatation  of  the 
trunk  of  the  vena  cava,  or  of  the  right  auricle  of 
the  heart,  or  of  all  its  right  cavities,  according  to 
Lancih  * and  Albertini  f , with  whom  alio  Mor- 
gagni agrees  J,  is  generally  attended  with  a great 
and  regular  pulfe.  It  appears  from  obfervationf 
however,  that  it  has  likewife  fometimes  been  ir- 
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regular  [|  ; nay,  fome  authors  inform  us,  that  a 
varicofe  aneurifm  is  denoted  by  a fmall,  and  by 
no  means  vibrating  pulfe.  In  it,  moreover, 
ftraitening  and  oppreffion  of  the  heart,  together 
with  fainting,  diftrefs  the  patient,  which  laft 
fometimes  terminates  in  the  fyncope  cardiaca » 
Many  circumftances,  however,  occafion  great 
variations  in  thefe  fymptoms  ; namely,  firm  ad- 
hefion  of  the  pericardium  to  the  heart  ; other  or- 
ganic injuries  conjoined  with  it  ; a different  and 
morbid  proportion  of  the  parts  contained  in  the 
prsecordia  ; the  action  of  the  heart  being  either 
natural  or  morbidly  increafed  ; the  difeafe  itfelf, 
according  as  it  is  either  fimple  or  complicated,  re- 
cent or  of  long  ftanding,  and  the  like.  Alber- 
tini  §,  on  opening  the  body  of  a man,  who,  in 
confequence  of  quick  walking,  ufed  to  be  feized 
with  oppreffion  of  the  heart  and  fainting,  with  a 
low  pulfe,  found  bony  concretions  occupying  the 
finus  falcatus  and  right  auricle  of  the  heart, — 
which  is  frequently  liable  to  dilatation, — while  it 
was  fo  dilated  as  to  appear  rather  membranous 
than  mufcular.  He  has  likewife  feen  others  who, 
in  an  advanced  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  contrarv  to 
what  generally  happens  in  it,  could  neither  rife 
out  of  bed,  nor  fit  up,  without  being  attacked 
with  oppreffion  of  the  breathing,  and  fainting  ; 
and  who*  were  therefore  obliged  to  almoft 
conftantly  lie  down.  Similar  inflances  are  re- 
corded by  Morgagni,  and  efpecially  two  worthy 
of  remark,  of  which  onell  ffiews  the  right  auricle 
dilated  to  the  fizc  cf  a large  purfe,  with  increafed 
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bulk  of  the  heart,  in  confequence  of  which, 
during  the  laft  days  of  the  patient’s  life,  fucli 
an  orthopnoea  was  induced,  that  he  could  not 
even  complain  of  the  oppreffion  of  the  breaft, 
while  the  pulfe  was  of  its  natural  ftandard  ; the 
other  in  which  very  great  enlargement  of  the 
right  auricle  was  fucceeded  by  orthopnoea,  a hard, 
quick,  and  final  1 pulfe,  and  dropfy  of  the  cheft, 
pericardium,  and  abdomen. 

i 

* De  ancuryf.  lib.  i.  f L.  c.  p.  390.  J Eptjl.  amt.  med. 
xviii.  n.  27.  ||  Morgagni,  ibid.  § L.  c.  Morgagni, 

epiit.  xviii.  n.  8.  9.  **  Ibid.  n.  10. 

1 204.  Lancifi  mentions  as  a pathognomic  fymp- 

tom  of  preternatural  dilatation  of  the  right  auricle 
and  ventricle,  either  pulfation  or  fluctuation  of 
the  jugular  veins.  For  he  (hews,  that  in  confe- 
quence of  dilatation  of  the  right  auricle  and  ven- 
tricle, the  orifice  in  common  to  them,  which 
is  provided  with  the  tricufpid  valves,  is  fo  dilated, 
that  thefe  being  ftretched,  and  neceflarily  open- 
ing, a portion  of  the  blood  is  forced  back  by  the 
conftridion  of  the  ventricle  through  their  chinks 
into  the  vena  cava ; giving  rife  to  an  evident  di- 
latation of  the  jugular  veins,  and  fhortly,  owing 
to  the  relaxation  of  the  ventricle,  to  a fimilar  alter- 
i nate  conftridion,  which,  by  incautious  obfervers* 
may  be  miftaken  for  a dilatation  and  conftridion 
of  the  carotids.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered* 
that  this  fymptom  is  fometimes  conjoined  with 
! chlorofis  alone  ; with  pregnancy  ; with  the  tri- 
j pufpid  valves  not  being  ftretched,  but  only  being 
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forced  out  by  the  blood,  during  a ftrong  contrac- 
tion of  the  heart  (as  happens  in  palpitation),  and 
propagating  the  concuflions  to  the  blood  of  the 
veins  * ; with  too  fmall  capacity  of  the  left  ven- 
tricle, or  with  any  other  obftacle  oppofed  to  the 
paflage  of  the  blood  from  the  heart,  exerting  its 
effedt  upon  the  right  cavities  of  it ; and,  laftly, 
with  fome,  if  not  all  of  the  tricufpid  valves  having 
become  fliff  or  inflexible,  or  with  erofion,  rup- 
ture or  relaxation  of  their  cords,  in  confequence 
of  which  they  either  do  not  fufficiently  (hut  the 
orifice  to  which  they  belong,  or  if  they  do,  they 
may  ftiil  be  forced  outwards,  and  inverted,  and 
repel  the  blood  into  the  veins  f . 

* Homberg.  Memoir.de  PAcad.  des  fcisn.  ann.  1704.  from  this 
caufe  obferved  a palpitation , not  only  of  the  jugular  veins,  but  iike- 
ivife  of  the  veins  of  the  arm.  f Morgag.  epilt.  xviii.  n.  9.  10. 


305.  That  we  may,  therefore,  avail  ourfelves 
properly  cf  this  fymptom,  we  muft  guard  againft 
mi  flaking  for  an  alternate  pnlfation  of  the  jugular 
veins , what  is  only  a kind  of  turgefcence  of  them, 
fucdeeding  to  a violent  infpiration  and  expira- 
tion or  that  tremulous  motion  fometimes  ex- 
cited by  the  vibrations  of  the  carotid  arteries  clufe 
to  them.  We  ought  next  to  inquire,  whether 
the  palpitation  and  concuflion  of  the  jugular  veins 
be  conjoined  with  anxiety  and  palpitation  ot 
the  heart,  fainting,  a great  and  irregular  pulfe, 
and  other  fymptoms  of  thefe  affedlions  (303.). 
For  this  fymptom  will  then  denote  a dilatation  of 
the  right  cavities  of  the  heart ; otherwise  not. 

w 
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But  as  the  jugular  veins . may  throb  and  beat, 
either  on  account  of  a morbid  ftate  of  the  right 
auricle,  or  of  the  right  ventricle,  Morgagni  points 
out  the  method  of  diftinguifhing  them.  He  ob- 
ferves : “ You  may  conclude  that  they  throb 
from  the  contraction  of  the  right  ventricle,  if,  at 
the  fame  time  that  you  fix  your  eyes  upon  them, 
on  applying  your  fingers  to  the  temporal  arteries, 
or  thofe  of  the  wrift,  you  evidently  perceive  the 
veins  rife  at  the  fame  infant  with  the  artery  ; 
while  the  contrary  happens,  if  they  do  not  beat 
in  confequence  of  the  contraction  of  it,  but  of 
that  of  the  right  auricle  f 

* Valfalva  cbferved  the  jugular  veins  to  fubfide  during  infpira- 
tion,  and  rife  during  expiration,  while  Morgagni  noticed  the  con- 
trary to  take  place.  Epiit.  xix.  n.  33.  f Epfl.  anat . 1 ned. 

xviii.  n.  12. 

PROGNOSIS. 

306.  Aneurismatic  and  varicofe  affe&ions 
are  very  dangerous  and  difreffing,  efpecially  when 
they  have  been  of  long  (landing,  or  have  given 
rife  to  other  complaints.  For  no  cure  has  hither- 
to been  difcovered  for  them.  On  the  whole, 
young  and  robuft  people,  on  being  attacked  with 
thefe  complaints,  are  fooner  cut  off ; while  filch 
as  are  advanced  in  life,  or  of  a debilitated  habit, 
fupport  their  violence  longer.  Women  alfo  bear 
them  better  than  men.  Monks  are  f.  equemly 
affected  with  thefe  complaints,  and  likewife  bear 

Vol.  V.  y 
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them  for  a length  of  time.  Sometimes  the  com- 
plaint, in  confequence  of  an  hereditary  taint,  is 
tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon.  Albertini  records  an 
inftance  of  five  brothers  having  been  carried  off  by 
thefe  complaints,  fome  fuddenly,  and  others  flowly. 
Thofe  who  die  fuddenly  are  cut  off  either  in  a 
ftate  of  fyncope,  or  in  confequence  of  the  fudden 
burfting  of  the  aneurifm  or  varix.  Sometimes, 
if  the  rupture  at  firft  be  not  considerable,  but 
pour  out  blood  flowly  from  a narrow  opening,  the 
patients  furvive  it  for  a few  hours,  at  length  gra- 
dually finking  under  it.  Sometimes,  likewife, 
without  any  rupture  happening,  being  feized 
with  an  afphyxia,  or  cefiation  of  the  pulfe,  they 
drag  out  their  exiftence  for  a few  days  longer. 
When  taken  early,  however,  thefe  complaints 
may  be  alleviated  at  leaf!:,  if  not  removed,  and 
fome  hopes  remain  of  prolonging  the  patients 
life.  Nay,  if  they  can  be  diftinguifhed  in  a naf- 
cent  ftate,  they  might  even  be  partly  got  under, 
and  prevented  from  proceeding  fo  rapidly  to  a 
fatal  termination. 


THE  CURE. 

^07.  The  cure  ought  to  be  directed  to 
diminifliing  the  impetus  of  the  blood  upon  the  vef- 
fels,  and  increafing  their  refiftance  ; to  correding 
the  whole  mafs  of  fluids,  if  they  labour  under 
any  taint ; to  repair  the  morbid  ftrudure  of  the 
organs  ; and  to  reftore  to  its  original  and  proper 
condition  whatever  preternatural  concretion  01; 
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adhefion  has  formed  any  where.  We  mud  en- 
deavour, however,  while  we  attempt  to  blunt  the 
force  of  the  fluids  flowing  into  the  veffels,  or  to 
increafe  that  of  the  veffels  ailing  again  on  them, 
not  to  exceed  bounds,  but  only  to  effeit  as  much 
as  is  neceffary  ; which,  I confefs,  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  do.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  begin  the 
cure  with  a very  fpare,  bland,  and  cooling  diet ; 
with  the  greateft  quiet  both  of  body  and  mind  ; 
with  watery  drink  ; and  bleeding.  How  much 
is  to  be  aferibed  to  bleeding  appears  from  an  ob- 
fervation  of  Garzia.  He  allowed  the  blood  to 
flow  in  a man,  whofe  artery  he  had  opened, 
until  fyncope  came  on  ; and  then,  after  in  a great 
meafure  exhaufting  the  veffels,  he  applied  a com- 
prefs  to  the  wound,  which  foon  healed,  without 
any  aneurifm  following.  The  quantity  to  be  drawn 
ought  to  be  accommodated  to  the  patient’s  age, 
temperament,  habit,  and  ftrength,  and  to  the 
climate,  leafon,  and  other  circumftances ; and  it 
ought  to  be  repeated  as  may  be  found  neceffary. 
Generally  when  the  difeafe  is  incipient,  or  not 
far  advanced,  that  is,  when  it  has  not  paffed  its 
height,  it  is  ferviceable.  It  proves  hurtful,  how- 
ever, in  an  advanced  (late  of  the  complaint,  when 
it  has  gone  beyond  that  period  *.  It  likewife 
affords  the  moll  immediate  relief  in  violent  affec- 
tions of  the  refpiration  and  oppreffion  at  the 
heart,  particularly  if  expeftoration  tinged  with 
blood,  or  pure  blood,  be  paffed  ; but  it  muff  be 
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employed  fparingly  and  cautioufly,  that  there  mar 
he  room  for  employing  it  again,  which  frequent- 
ly becomes  neceffary,  and  that  the  patient  s 
ftrength  may  not  fink  under  it.  It  is  likewife 
employed  with  great  advantage  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  to  prevent  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of 
the  complaint.  Nor  ought  any  fwelling  of  the  ex- 
tremities to  deter  the  practitioner  from  it.  For  fre- 
quently, after  the  drawing  of  blood,  upon  a freer 
circulation  being  reftored,  fuch  fwelling,  as  being 
the  effect  of  a morbid  condition  of  the  parts,  is 
made  to  difappear  f.  This  remedy,  however, 
is  contra-indicated  by  a fwelled  face,  by  a cachec- 
tic habit,  or  by  a venereal,  or  fcorbutic  taint  of 
the  fluids,  which  announce  that  the  complaint  is 
about  to  pafs  into  dropfy  or  anafarca.  We 
ought  to  defift  from  it,  alfo,  when  it  no  longer 
brings  with  it  the  ufual  alleviation.  Morgagni  £ 
alfo  tells  us,  that  we  ought  to  guard  againft  bleed- 
ing a patient  much  againft  his  will.  For  it  fome- 
timcs  happens,  that  during  the  operation,  or 
fhortly  afterwards,  the  aneurifm  burfts,  and  the 
patient  expires  ; which,  it  feems  probable,  lmay 
be  deiived  from  the  increafed  velocity  of  the 
blood  occafioned  by  venefeCtion. 

* Albertini,  1.  c.  p.  394.  f Morgagni,  eptjl.  med.  xvii. 

n.  31.  32.  % *&• 

308.  It  is  hurtful,  alfo,  to  purge  the  belly  with  . 
powerful  cathartics.  For  it  is*  well  known  that 
fame  patients,  in  confeouence  of  the  imprudent 
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employment  of  fuch  remedies,  have  been  cut  oft 
during  their  very  operation,  or  fhortly  after.  I he 
timely  employment  of  gentle  laxatives  and  cly- 
flers  proves  harmlefs.  Nay,  when  the  ditiicuity 
of  breathing,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  exter- 
nal parts  are  aggravated,  it  is  proper  to  employ, 
clyfters  alone  compofed  of  prunel-falt,  antimo- 
niated  nitre,  or  turpentine  diffolved  with  the  yolk 
of  an  egg,  or  honey  of  rofes.  Sometimes  alio 
fpafmodic  affeCtions  of  the  belly  require  very 
gentle  and  anodyne  injections. 

3c 9.  Likewife  acrid  diuretics  ought  to  be  very 
cautioufly  employed,  as  experience  has  fhewn, 
that  by  means  of  them  the  motion  of  the  blood  is 
excited  too  much,  or  nephritic  pains  induced,  or 
hydropic  fwellings  foznetimes  fo  much  increafed, 
that  the  refpiration  is  almoft  overpowered,  or,  al- 
though the  patients  at  firfl:  appear  to  be  relieved 
by  a copious  difeharge  of  urine,  they  are  feme- 
times  notwithftanding  exhauftedwith  a fudden,  or 
at  lead  not  a flow  refolution  of  the  ftrength,  and 
unexpectedly  cut  off.  The  following  are  con- 
fidered  as  being  extremely  mild,  and  aimed  void 
of  harm,  namely,  fyrup  of  turpentine,  efpecially 
prepared  with  fugar  of  rofes,  or  quinces  ; the  infu- 
fion,  or  powder  of  millepedes;  nitre  ; and  the  fpirit 
of  the  terra  foliata  tartari ; — which  are  extremely 
well  accommodated  to  the  complaint,  efpecially 
i in  anxiety  of  the  cheft,  with  an  increafed  oede- 
t matous  fwelling  of  the  parts#  In  that  cafe,  alfo. 
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oxymel  of  fquills,  Spanifh  honey,  the  volatile  fait 
of  amber,  or  its  eflence,  may  be  employed.  But 
Albertini  particularly  recommended  the  juice  of 
plantain,  both  recently  expreflfed,  and  alfo  boiled 
to  one  half,  and  caufed  it  to  be  drunk  either  pure, 
or  mixed  with  the  powder  of  the  fhells  of  fnails. 
In  the  fame  manner,  likewife,  all  heating  and  exci- 
ting remedies  ought  to  be  avoided.  Likewife  the 
remedies  poffeffing  a ftrengthening  and  vulnerary 
property,  as  it  is  called,  ought  to  be  of  a mild  kind  ; 
efpecially  of  that  kind  which  preferves  the  blood 
gently  fluid,  if  it  appear  to  be  too  thick,  or,  if 
other  wife,  which  reftore  its  due  crafis  to  it.  For 
thefe  complaints  are  frequently  accompanied  with 
one  or  other  morbid  ftate,  namely,  either  too 
great  lentor,  or  too  great  fluidity. 

310.  Oi  the  clafs  of  alteratives,  therefore,  thofe 
ought  to  be  feledted  which  are  adapted  to  the 
caufes  of  the  difeafe,  and  indications  already  laid 
down.  Generally  fuccory,  dandelion,  fumitory, 
and  forrel,  prove  remarkably  cooling,  efpecially 
when  boiled  in  whey.  If,  at  the  fame  time, 
fomewhat  of  an  aflringent  property  be  required, 
or  it  be  neceffary  to  gently  draw  off'  a ferous  collu- 
vies  by  the  kidneys,  comfrey,  plantain,  agrimony, 
ground-ivy,  hypericum,  and  fimilar  plants,  may 
be  added.  But  w'hen  the  whey,  wdiether  it  be 
cows  or  goats,  or  the  deco&ions  of  the  vegetables 
juft  now  mentioned,  do  not  anfwer,  we  may 
fometimes  fubftitute  with  advantage  the  foup  of 
riyer-crabs.  and  of  the  flefh  of  frogs,  in  which 
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the  flowers  of  hypericum,  or  of  ground-ivy,  have 
been  flightly  decoded.  To  thefe,  moreover,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  combinations  with  other 
difeafes,  are  added,  fometimes  antivenereal,  and 
fometimes  antifcorbutic  remedies,  as,  the  powder 
of  coral,  or  ofteocolla,  fometimes  ftimulants  and 
antifpafmodics.  They  may  be  conveniently  re- 
ceived either  upon  quinces,  or  conferve  of  rofes, 
or  extrad  of  hypericum,  or  any  other  proper  ve- 
hicle. It  is  fometimes  ufual  to  add  the  tinttura 
viartls , extracted  by  means  of  the  juice  of  fweet 
apples,  or  iron  filings  reduced  to  a fine  powder 
above  porphyrites,  or  other  remedies,  according 
as  the  habit  of  body,  condition  of  the  fluids,  af- 
fections of  the  hypochondria,  oedematous  Iwell- 
ings,  fyphilis,  &c.  require  particular  notice. 

2 1 1.  In  the  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing, — 
which  frequently  recurs  periodically,  as  it  were, 
or  at  lead  occafionally  attacks  the  patient  more 
violently, — as  we  cannot  always  let  blood  (307.), 
we  muft  have  recourfe  to  other  remedies  to  relieve 
the  refpiration.  Among  thefe  the  principal  are, 
volatile  remedies  applied  to  the  nofe,  as  fpirit  of 
balm,  of  human  blood,  of  fal-ammoniac,  and  vine- 
gar of  wine  ; of  thefe  even  fomewhat  may  be  gi- 
ven internally,  as  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit  of  fal- 
ammoniac,  or  foot,  or  of  the  fpirit  of  fuccinated 
hartfhorn  dropped  into  water  of  hyflfop,  or  of 
maiden-hair.  Likewife  the  frefheft  oil  of  al- 
monds, or  common  olive  oil,  is  generally  env* 
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ployed  with  the  greateft  advantage,  either  by  a 
fpoonful  at  a time,  or  to  the  extent  of  a few 
ounces.  But  if  it  be  neceffary  likewife  to  purge 
the  belly,  that  the  refpiration  may  become  freer, 
before  expreffing  the  oil,  a little  rhubarb  may  be 
added  to  the  almonds.  But  the  moft  efficacious 
remedy  is  fridtion  of  the  extremities,  or  immer- 
fion  of  them  in  warm  water.  For,  in  whatever 
manner  the  blood  ftagnates  and  accumulates  in 
the  arteries  and  confequently  in  the  aneurifm  it- 
felf,  the  very  great  anxiety  excited  by  it  imme- 
diately ceafes,  upon  the  other  parts  being  relaxed 
by  means  of  the  warm  water.  Hence  immerfing 
the  arms,  hands,  and  feet  in  it,  or  wrapping  them 
up  in  wet  cloths,  both  prevents  the  paroxyfm  and 
cuts  it  fhort.  The  remedy  is  ferviceable  alfo 
when  the  left  arm,  which  frequently  happens,  is 
painful  and  torpid.  While  the  limbs  are  thus 
fomented  with  warm  water,  if  friftion  of  them 
be  conjoined  with  it,  revulfion  more  readily  takes 
place;  and  if  any  convulfion  accompany  the  com- 
plaint, it  is  refolved.  Nay,  friction  alone,  even 
dry,  allays  the  tremours,  fpafms,  and  teffing,  and 
induces  deep,  as  I have  more  than  once  obferved. 
Sometimes,  alfo,  cold  water  thrown  upon  the  na- 
ked bread:  has  been  obferved  to  afford  relief  f. 
In  the  orthepnoea,  or  violent  cough,  which  are 
occafionaily  excited,  blood  is  difeharged  from  the 
lungs,  and  fometimes  a vein  cannot  be  opened 
to  allay  it,  nor  when  opened  does  it  always  prove 
fumcient.  For  flopping  or  preventing,  therefore. 
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inch  a difcharge,  reft,  abftinence,  and  demulcent 
drink,  ought  to  be  enjoined.  Likewiie  the  con- 
crete juice  of  ground-ivy,  employed  along  with 
catechu  earth,  has  more  than  once  proved  fer- 
viceable. 

'*  Albertmi,  1.  c.  Morgagni,  epift.  xvii.  n.  27.  3 and  Senac, 
Trait,  du  coenr.  &c.  vol.  iv.  f Albcrtini,  1.  c. 

312.  But  the  chief  part  of  the  cure  and  pro- 
phylaxis is  contained  in  the  regulation  of  the  pa- 
tient’s diet.  In  place  of  wine,  which  ought  to 
be  forbidden,  unlefs  the  ftomach,  the  ftate  of  the 
patient’s  ftrength,  and  other  circumfiances  require 
it,  the  drink  ought  to  confift  of  fimple  water,  or 
of  that  which  is  prepared  with  fteel,  or  in  which 
maftich,  or  quince-tree,  or  barley,  have  been 
boiled  ; adding,  if  it  appear  necefiary,  boiled 
grapes.  The  food  ought  to  be  fparing,  very  light, 
and  only  fufficient  for  fupporting  the  ftrength. 
Pottage  of  ground  barley  or  rice,  taken  with  milk 
or  thin  foup,  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  without  any 
other  feed,  has  fometimes  proved  advantageous. 
Valfalva  and  Aibertini  inform  us,  that  after  one 
or  two  bleedings,  employing  a milk-diet  for  thirty 
or  forty  days,  while  the  patient  lay  conftantly  in 
bed,  has  feveral  times  been  obferved  to  be  at- 
tended with  the  greateft  utility.  Sleep  and  reft: 
may  be  procured  in  the  evening  by  means  of  e- 
mulfions  of  diacodium,  or  even  by  means  of  lau- 
danum, when  it  is  necefiary  to  a£t  more  deci- 
dedly, as  in  the  cafe  of  pains  and  fpafms.  In  the 
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diftreffing  pains  occafioned  by  diftenfion  of  the 
fubclavian  artery,  remedies  containing  opium  may 
be  employed  to  allay  the  fpafms.  The  laudanum 
which  goes  under  the  name  of  Van  Helmont’s 
laudanum  Uquidum , is  the  beft  form  ; and  it  is  gi- 
ven in  the  evening  to  the  extent  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen drops,  in  water  diftilled  from  the  juice  of 
lettuce  Laftly,  all  the  remote  caufes  mufl  be 
avoided. 

* Michellott,  in  Opufc.  vol.  i.  Com.  inflit . fcient . et  art.  Bonon. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

t ' ? / 

OF  DYSPHAGIA. 

l l^ROM  the  difeafes  of  the  cheft  we  proceed, 
JL  in  order,  to  thofe  feated  in  the  abdomen . 
The  firft  which  prefents  itfelf  is  dyfphagia , name- 
ly, the  difficult , or  impeded  defeent  of  the  meat , or 
drink , through  the  cefophagus  into  the  Jlomach . It  is 
of  no  confequence  whether  a pain  be  experienced 
in  it,  or  not ; or  whether  the  difeafe  be  rapid 
and  acute,  or  (low  and  lingering  *.  Neither  do 
I here  wilh  to  comprehend  under  it  thofe  impe- 
diments, which  are  more  properly  fituate  in  the 
fauces,  as  being  already  explained  in  the  chapter 
upon  angina . Nor  let  it  be  fuppofed,  becaufe 
the  oefophagus  begins  at  the  throat,  and  pafles 
through  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  that  I here  treat 
of  morbid  deglutition  improperly  : for,  if  not  in 
its  feat,  at  leaft  in  its  nature  and  connedion,  the 
oefophagus  belongs  to  the  ftomach, — which  lies 
in  the  abdomen, — as  a continued  appendix  of  it. 

* According  to  Sauvages,  dyfphagia  is  difficulty  of  fwallowing 
accompanied  with  pain.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  a fenfc  cf  pain  may 
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be  abfent  from  it  without  the  complaint  itfelf  ceafing.  Nor  by  this 
definition  is  it  fufficiently  diftinguilhed  from  cynanche , namely,  in- 
flammation of  the  pharynx,  in  which  difficulty  of  fwallowing  is  con- 
joined with  pain.  Nor  do  I agree  with  Matthew  Van  Geuns,  who 
(in  vol.  xi.  P.  i.ii,  of  the  Haarlem  Tranfadions)  gives  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  dyfphagia  comes  on  and  proceeds  fiowly,  wffiile  angina  at- 
tacks the  patient  fuddenly.  For  fometimes  dyfphagia  may  both 
happen  to  arife  fuddenly,  and  proceed  quickly,  as  will  appear  fhort- 
ly  5 and,  as  has  already  been  ffiewm,  angina  may  come  on  fiowly, 
and  continue  long.  Vol.  IV.  Chap.  XVII.  par.  408.  419.  439. 

443* 

2.  The  ingefta  defcend  Into  the  ftomach  with 
difficulty,  or  not  at  all,  if  the  paffage  be  not  open, 
or  the  powers  promoting  their  defcent  be  defi- 
cient. The  paffage  is  obftrutted,  if  it  be  com- 
preffed  externally  by  tumours  of  any  kind  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  oefophagus  or  throat  ; 
by  the  thymus  gland  ; by  the  thyroid  gland  ; by 
induration  and  fwelling  of  the  lungs  ; and  by  ob- 
ftruftion  and  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the 
back,  or  bronchial  glands  ; by  aneurifms,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  aorta  * ; by  varices  ; by  furrounding 
fat ; by  a fpafm  of  the  diaphragm  ; by  inflamma- 
tion of  it  and  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood 

of  the  oefophagus  f ; and,  laftly,  by  immoderate 

* 

bulk  of  the  liver,  and  its  ftretching  to  the  oefo- 
phagus, in  fuch  a manner  as  to  force  it  againft 
the  vertebrae  of  the  back.  The  paffage,  again, 
is  obftrudled,  owing  to  a morbid  ftate  of  the  oefo- 
phagus itfelf,  if  the  latter  be  ftraitened  in  confe- 
quence  of  fpafm,  or  inflammation,  callus,  or  fcir- 
rhus  of  its  coats,  or  fvvellings  of  the  mucous  fob* 
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licles,  or  obftrudion  of  the  glands  furrounding 
the  cardia  ; or  by  fweliings,  fcirrhus,  callus,  or 
polypus,  or  fungus,  cancer,  and  fimilar  morbid 
Hates  of  the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach  ; or  if 
it  be  clofed  up  by  extraneous  bodies  being  forced 
into  it,  being  fixed  and  flicking  there  £ ; or  if  the 
tides  of  it  have  grown  together. 

* Morgagni,  out  of  Valfalva,  quotes  an  inftance  of  an  aneurif- 
matic  fwelling  which  had  arifen  in  the  left  fide  of  the  throat,  in 
confequence  of  the  aorta  in  the  upper  part  being  expanded  into  a 
fac,  by  which  not  only  the  afpera  arteria  and  larynx,  but  likewife 
the  oefophagus  and  pharynx,  were  compiefied,  and  the  refpiration, 
fpeech,  and  paffage  of  the  food,  interrupted.  Epfl*  anat.  med.  xvii. 
n.  19.  20. 

He  adduces  another  fimilar  inftance,  in  numb.  25.  of  interrup- 
tion of  the  refpiration  and  paffage  of  the  oefophagus,  in  confequence 
of  the  prefiure  of  a large  facciform  aneurifm  of  the  arch  of  the 
aorta.  The  aneurifmatic  fac  wras  fituate  under  the  right  clavicle, 
at  the  fternum,  and  for  two  or  three  months  had  fo  increafed,  that 
it  appeared  like  another  head  rifing  out  of  the  middle  of  the  fter- 
num. A third  inftance  of  the  fame  kind  may  be  found  in  Mor- 
gagni, Epfl.  anat.  med.  xviii.  n.  22. 

f Schacht  affirms,  that  few  inftances  of  inflammation  of  the 
phagus  are  recorded.  Infl.  med.  pratt.  1.  vii.  c.  xii.  p.249.  T hree 
fuch,  however,  as  appeared  on  difle6tion,  will  be  found  in  Mpr- 
gagni,  Epfl.  anat.  med.  viii.  n.  25.  xxxvii.  n.  30.  lix.  n.  15. 

X I have  obferved,  in  the  cafe  of  a girl  labouring  under  a gaflric 
fever,  depending  on  worms,  a dyfphagia , whic  1 ;irofe  from  a collec- 
tion of  lumhrict  in  the  oefophagus,  and  nearly  occasioned  fuffocation. 
The  fa 61  appeared  on  diffe&ion. 

3.  The  powers  which  ought  to  promote  the 
defcent  of  the  ingefta  may  be  defedive  iu  feveral 
ways,  but  chiefly  if  the  mucus,  with  which  the 


3So 


OF  DYSPHAGIA. 


inner  furface  of  the  oefophagus  is  lubricated,  be 
not  fecreted  or  fupplied  by  its  follicles ; if  the 
fibres  of  its  mouth  be  ftraitened  *,  or  its  coats 
become  rigid,  cartilaginous,  or  bony  ; if  the  muf- 
cular  fibres  be  eaten  through  by  an  ulcer,  or  la- 
bour under  the  greateft  atony,  or  paralyfis,  whe- 
ther it  happens  in  confequence  of  a morbid  con- 
dition of  itfelf,  or  through  the  nerves  ; laftly,  if 
fome  part  of  the  oefophagus  be  expanded  into  a 
fac,  of  which  Grafhvis  adduces  an  initance  f,  or 
if  the  oefophagus  itfelf  be  pulled  down,  by  the  fto- 
mach  defcending  from  its  feat  ^ or  be  in  any  other 
way  elongated,  or  burft,  a cafe  of  which  was  ob- 
ferved  by  BoerhaaveJ;  or  be  perforated  by  means 
of  an  ulcer,  as  Heifter  ||  obferved  in  a phthifical 
patient. 

* As  it  appears  to  be  in  point,  we  fhall  fubjoin  an  inftance  of 
a lingular  dyfphagia,  extradled  from  the  Italian  Journal , hoping 
that  it  may  prove  acceptable  to  the  reader. 

u In  the  month  of  December  of  the  year  1782,  an  individual  of 
the  Dominican  family,  iixty  years  of  age,  died,  after  having  been  re- 
duced to  the  lad  degree  of  emaciation  by  a dyfphagia , under  which 
he  had  long  laboured,  and  the  bad  efle£ls  of  which  he  had  be- 
gun to  experience  at  a very  early  period  of  his  youth,  when  he 
could  not  fwallow,  unlefs  very  dowdy,  and  but  by  compreding  his 
throat  writh  his  hand  j and,  towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  whatever 
food  he  took,  although  intirely  liquid  or  nearly  fo,  did  not  feem 
to  reach  to  the  bottom  of  his  ftomach,  but  he  w^as  obliged  occa- 
fionally  to  reje£I  it  gradually.  Upon  difie  cling  the  body,  the  only 
organic  injury  difcovered  wTas,  a dight  conftri£lion  at  the  top  of  the 
mouth  of  the  oefophagus.  Behind  it,  namely,  where  the  pharynx 
terminates,  a funnel- like  cavity  was  found,  into  which  the  aliment 
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paffed.  Where  it  extended  wideft  was  its  opening j it  descended 
beneath,  with  a (hut  fac,  behind  the  oefophagus,  between  it  and 
the  vertebrae  of  the  neck,  fix  or  feven  inches  in  length.  When- 
ever the  food  had  reached  to  the  beginning  of  the  cefophagus, 
where  the  conftri&ion  was,  turning  from  the  right  paffage,  it  en- 
tered the  cavity  juft  mentioned,  where  it  remained  until  it  was 
forced  out  by  means  of  a fpaftn  excited  in  it.  This  fac  was  a kind 
of  hernia  of  the  inferior  and  pofterior  extremity  of  the  pharynx. 
The  other  parts  were  found.  Gianella,  an  experienced  practitioner 
of  Milan,  who  was  prefent  at  the  diflection,  communicated  the  par- 
ticulars to  me.  I do  not  recollect  that  any  perfon  has  defcribed 
a dyfphagia  ariftng  from  a fimilar  caufe.”  [Germ.  Editor 

j*  Act.  N.  C.  vol.  vi.  obf.  73.  X At  rods  nec  defcripti  prius 

morli  hijloria.  ||  Schacht,  Injl . med . praB.  lib.  vi.  c.  xii.  § 2 6. 

4.  The  remote  caufes  which  give  rife  to  thefe 
affections  (2.  3.),  of  which  innumerable  inftances 
are  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  anatomical  wri- 
ters, are,  a too  foft  and  delicate,  or  too  dry  and 
lean  a habit  of  body  ; a ftrumous,  venereal,  or 
fcorbutic  virus ; tranflations ; acrid,  poifonous, 
and  coagulating  ingefta ; cold  drink,  or  that 
which  is  too  warm,  as  warm  tea  or  coffee  ; ar- 
dent, aromatic  fpirits  ; adulterated  wines,  or  thofe 
fweetened  with  fugar  of  lead  ; the  habitual  drink- 
ing  of  particular  kinds  of  water  ; the  eating  of  fa- 
line  things,  of  the  thorn-apple,  and  probably  of 
certain  fpecies  of  mufhroom  ; the  bite  of  rabid 
animals  ; difeafes  of  the  head,  cheft,  and  nerves  ; 
errors  in  diet ; and  violent  vomiting  when  the 
flomach  is  full. 

* See  Bonet,  Sepulchr , anat,  lib.  iii.  fed.  iv.  p.  745.  ta  75^, 
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THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

5.  According  as  the  patients,  caufes,  parts 
affedted,  and  other  circumftances  vary,  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  difeafe  alfo  differ.  Every  particu- 
lar muft  therefore  be  duly  weighed,  if  we  wifh 
to  attain  a knowledge  of  the  diagnofis,  and  the 
particular  caufe  which  gives  rife  to  the  com- 
plaint. It  almoft  invariably  happens,  that  in 
this  complaint  the  aliment,  immediately  on 
entering  the  oefophagus,  is  either  repelled  by 
it,  or,  defcending  lower,  flicks  fafl  in  it,  or 
proceeds  flowly  through  the  narrow  paflage, 
with  anxiety,  and  fometimes  with  pain.  Be- 
sides, as  the  difeafe  advances,  an  unufually  co- 
pious difcharge  of  faliva  generally  takes  place, 
while  the  food  is  palling  with  difficulty,  which 
many  confider  as  being  a pathognomonic  fymp- 
tom  of  the  complaint.  But  in  this,  as  in  moil 
other  difeafes,  all  the  preceding  and  concomitant 
circumftances  muft  be  examined  with  due  care, 
before  we  can  draw  any  certain  conclufion. 

6.  Such  are  the  fymptoms  which  generally  ac- 
company the  complaint.  But  fymptoms  peculiar 
to  each  particular  caufe  are  for  the  moft  part  pre- 
fent,  and  will  not  efcape  the  notice  of  an  atten- 
tive obferver.  For  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  dyfphagia  is  occafioned  by  a great  tumour  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  cefophagus,  if  the  pa- 
tient not  only  fwallow  with  difficulty,  but  like- 
wife  feel  a particular  pain  in  the  cheft  and  part§. 
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near  the  oefophagus,  with  a fenfe  of  weight  and 
preflare,  efpecialiy  about  the  region  of  the  me- 
diaftinum  and  diaphragm,  and  likewife  with  dif- 
ficult and  fliort  refpiration,  fometimes  alfo  with 
the  dread  of  fufibcation  ; and  particularly  if  a 
probang,  on  being  introduced,  detect  an  obftacle 
in  fome  meafure  externally  fituate,  appearing  to 
comprefs  the  oefophagus  *.  Preceding  difeafes  of 
the  larynx,  afpera  arteria,  or  lungs,  and  the 
functions  of  thefe  parts  being  injured,  as  a change 
of  the  voice  ; conftant  difficulty  of  breathing, 
gradually  increafing ; a cough  ; a hilling  found ; 
fnoring,  and  the  like  ; — will  fhew  that  the  com- 
plaint depends  upon  induration  or  enlargement 
of  fome  part  of  the  larynx,  afpera  arteria,  or 
lungs.  There  is  likewife  prefent  a particular 
weight  at  the  cheft,  and,  when  a probang  is 
gently  introduced  into  the  oefophagus,  it  meets 
with  an  obftacle,  but  fuch  as  appears  to  yield 
to  it. 

* A.  P.  Nahvys,  De  morb.  cejoph.  in  A3.  acad.  Haarlem . vol.  xx, 
p.  179.  et  feqq. 

7.  When  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  that  the 
complaint  arifes  from  obftru&ion  of  the  glands 
of  the  back  fituate  near  the  oefophagus,  the  re- 
fpiration is  then  almoft  free,  and  no  fymptoms 
(6.)  of  the  voice  or  breathing  being  affe&ed  are 
prefent.  Nor  is  the  deglutition  performed  with 
pain.  Eut,  upon  inferting  a probang,  if  an  ob- 
ftacle be  any  where  difcovered,  it  occurs  about 
Vol.  V.  Z 
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the  fifth  vertebra  of  the  back ; and  generally 
feme  of  the  glands  eliewhere  are  #obftructed  and 
fwelled  ; and  the  body  feems  to  abound  with 
pit  nit  ous  humours,  or  to  be  contaminated  with  a 
fcorbutic,  venereal,  or  ftrumous  taint.  But  if  the 
deglutition  be  attended  wTith  pain,  or  a fenfe  of 
burning,  and  fymptoms  indicating  fuppuration 
or  ulceration  have  preceded,  or  accompany  it, 
(which  may  be  eafily  difcovered  by  the  marks 
laid  down  elfewhere),  it  may  be  then  conjectured 
that  the  dyfphagia  arifes  from  ulceration  of  the 
odbphagus. 

8.  But  when  a flefhy  excrefcence,  or  fungus, 
or  polypus,  occupies  the  canal  of  the  oefophagus, 
nearly  obftruCting  the  paffage,  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  defcent  of  the  ingefta,  particularly  if  they 
be  folid,  becomes  much  more  difficult ; but  that 
the  body  which  is  found,  on  introducing  the 
probang,  makes  fome  reiiftance,  which  is  over- 
come without  difficulty.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
fcirrhus  there,  when  it  is  not  fmall,  almoft  com- 
pletely prevents  the  power  of  fwallowing,  and 
hinders  the  introduction  of  the  probang,  unlefs 
it  be  forced  down  with  great  violence.  But  if, 
when  a refilling  body  is  found,  like  wife  a fharp 
and  pungent,  or  lacerating  pain,  or  heat  be  felt, 
we  may  conjecture  that  the  fcirrhus  occafioning 
the  dyfphagia,  is  palling  into  cancer,  or  already 
begun  to  be  affeCted  with  ulceration. 

9.  The  diagnofis  of  the  tumours  inclofed  in  a 
follicle,  or  cyft,  is  fomewhat  more  difficult,  as  they 
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can  fcarcely  be  diftinguifhed  from  a fcirrhus,  fun- 
gus, or  fleihy  excrefcence.  If  there  be  any  dif- 
ference, however,  between  them,  it  feems  to 
confift  intirely  in  the  greater  or  leffer  foftnefs  or 
refiftance  which  the  ingefta  or  a probang  meet* 
Rigidity  of  the  fibres  of  the  oefophagus,  as  Na- 
huys  affirms  *,  produces  nearly  the  fame  effects 
as  fcirrhus.  But  inftances  are  recorded  of  the 
oefophagus  having  become  cartilaginous,  and 
notwithstanding  allowing  the  defcent  of  the  food 
into  the  ftoinach,  without  uneafinefs  being  oc- 
cafionea  j\  Hence  mere  rigidity,  unlefs  con- 
joined with  diminifhed  diameter  of  the  oefopha- 
gus, will  not  oceafion  dyfphagia.  Moreover,  in 
the  cafe  of  mere  rigidity,  unaccompanied  with 
narrownefs  of  the  paffage,  the  probang  can  be 
more  freely  introduced. 

* AS.  Acadern.  Haarlem,  vol.  xi.  p.  179.  *f-  Morgagni, 

Eplft.  anat.  m:d.  xxviii.  n.  15.  according  to  the  obfcrvation  of  Gor- 
jiia. 

10.  If  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing  proceed 
from  exceflive  laxity,  or  paralyfis  of  the  fibres 
of  the  oefophagus,  the  ingefta  neither  oceafion 
pain,  at  leaft  deferv*ng  notice  ; nor  does  every 
thing  pafs  with  the  fame  difficulty,  for  liquids 
I are  fwallowed  more  difficultly  than  folids,  con- 
trary to  what  happens  in  the  fpecies’  occafioned 
by  obftrudtions  growing  in  the  cavity  of  the  cefo- 
I phagus  (8.).  For  both  liquids  and  folids  require 
>1  foine  affiftance,  or  irritation,  cr  particular  effort. 
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in  order  that  they  may  pafs  farther  down.  But 
when  a complete  relaxation  of  the  fibres  takes  place, 
the  ingefta  either  flick  in  the  throat,  threatening 
fuffocation,  or  regurgitate  into  the  fauces  and 
nofe.  In  this  kind  of  dyfphagia,  alfo,  the  pro- 
bang is  eafily  inferted,  and  meets  with  no  ob- 
ftacle.  It  is  accompanied  with,  or  preceded  by, 
a lax,  humid,  languid  habit  of  body ; by  torpor 
of  all  the  motions  or  functions ; by  dulnefs  of 
the  mind  ; by  comatofe  and  paralytic  afledions  ; 
and  by  apoplexy. 

ii.  Very  different  from  this  is  the  dyfphagia 
occafiotied  by  fpafm . In  it  not  only  is  the  cefo- 
phagus  either  inti  rely  or  partially  perceived  by 
the  patient  to  be  conftrided  or  ftraitened,  but 
likewife  the  probang  being  introduced  is  ftrongly 
grafped  by  the  furrounding  canal.  It  generally 
comes  and  goes,  leaving  intervals  of  refpite.  Fre- 
quently the  fpafmodic  conftridion  begins  from 
the  ftomach  itfelf ; fometimes  the  fpafm  betrays 
itfelf  at  the  fauces  and  neck,  by  a fwelling,  and 
fenfe  of  fuffocation,  and,  if  it  affeds  the  cefopha- 
gus  any  where  particularly,  it  occafions  the  fen- 
fation  of  a ball  flicking  in  the  part,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  fixed,  fometimes  riling,  and  fome- 
times defcending.  Sometimes  the  whole  length 
of  the  oefophagus  appears  to  befo  rigid  as  to  con- 
vey the  idea  of  a peg  being  fixed  in  it.  The  epi- 
gaftrium  then  frequently  becomes  fwelled  and 
tenfe ; the  appetite  generally  fails,  and  cccafion- 
ally  alfo  oppreflioa  and  anxiety  at  the  cheft  come 
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on  ; wind  is  difcharged  from  the  ftomach,  or  at- 
tempted to  be  thrown  off ; fhivering,  ftretching, 
and  yawning  intervene ; nor  are  tremours,  or 
other  fymptoms  and  caufes  of  hyfteria,  or  hypo- 
chondriacs, abfent ; among  which  the  principal 
are,  emotions  of  mind,  as  grief,  melancholy,  fup- 
preffed  anger,  and  the  like.  A pain  is  fometimes 
felt  under  the  fternum,  fometimes  it  extends  to 
the  fpine,  and  not  unfrequently  the  voice  itfelf  is 
‘ loft.  This  complaint  is  fometimes  conftantly  pre- 
fent ; fometimes  remits  ; at  one  time  it  recurs  at 
ftated  hours,  efpecially  in  the  evening,  at  another 
time  it  is  prolonged  for  fevefal  days  ; fometimes  it 
is  of  fhorter  continuance,  and  quickly  goes  off, 
although  it  is  extremely  apt  to  return  upon  any 
flight  occalion.  It  is  generally  aggravated  by  cold 
drink,  and  alleviated  by  warm.  This  fpecies,  as 
Sauvagcs  obferves,  accompanies  opifthotonos  and 
other  tetanic  affections. 

12.  Laftly,  in  order  to  diftinguifh  dyfphagia 
arifing  from  defedt  of  mucus  ; from  drynefs  of 
the  inner  furface  of  the  oefophagus ; from  the 
growing  together  of  its  coats  ; from  inflammation 
of  them  ; from  fpafm  or  inflammation  of  the  dia- 
phragm ; from  fcirrhous  hardnefs  of  the  cardia ; 
from  an  aneurifm  of  the  aorta  ; or  from  varices 
of  the  vena  cava  and  other  veins  ; from  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver ; from  elongation,  rupture,  or 
expanfion  of  the  oefophagus ; from  faturnine 
things  \ from  poifons ; from  the  folanum  ; from 
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the  thorn-apple  ; from  too  warm  or  cold  drink  ; 
from  worms,  and  other  extraneous  bodies  getting 
into  the  oefophagus  ; and  whatever  other  fpecies 
there  may  be  ; wTe  muft  pay  the  ftridteft  attention 
to  the  remote  caufes,  to  the  fymptoms,  to  the 
effects  which  follow,  to  the  part  principally  af- 
fected, and  to  the  marks  of  other  difeafes  from 
which  they  may  arife ; which  will  by  no  means 
be  difficult,  if  the  obfervations  already  delivered 
at  length  in  their  proper  places  be  kept  in  re- 
membrance. Likewife  fome  of  the  caufes  are  ap- 
plied externally,  and  are  fo  obvious  to  our  fenfes, 
that  they  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation  of  a phyfi- 
cian  who  inquires  carefully  of  the  patient  and  his 
friends,  with  refpeCt  to  what  had  been  previoufly 
done  bff  him  ; what  had  been  eaten  or  drunk  ; 
what  kind  of  life  he  had  led  ; and  fo  forth.  But 
in  a difficult  or  doubtful  cafe,  nothing  is  attend- 
ed with  more  advantage  than  confulting  hiftories 
of  fimilar  difeafes,  and  their  appearance  on  diflec- 
tion, of  which  wre  have  at  prefent  a confiderable 
number,  and  to  compare  them  with  our  own 
cafes  For  it  is  inconceivable  how  much  light 
this  throws  both  upon  the  diagnofis  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  upon  the  caufe  from  which  it  origi- 
nates. 

* Several  paffages  to  be  found  in  writers,  mentioning  hiftories 
of  dyfphagia,  depending  on  various  and  uncommon  caufes,  may  be 
confulted  in  Sauvages’  Nofclogy , cl.  vii.  crd.  3.  gen.  17. 
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13.  When  the  caufes  of  the  complaint  are 
afcertained,  we  immediately  perceive  what  appre- 
henfions  or  hopes  are  to  be  entertained,  and  what 
affiftance  may  be  expected  from  the  aid  of  medi- 
cine. For  the  degree  of  the  danger  will  depend 
upon  the  magnitude  of  the  caufe.  If,  therefore, 
it  appear  to  be  fuch  as  not  to  admit  of  being  cor- 
rected or  removed,  as  is  the  cafe  with  moft  of  the 
organic  injuries  of  which  I have  already  fpoken, 
the  patients  are  in  the  greateft  degree  of  danger, 
and  gradually  fall  off  from  want  of  food,  at  length 
finking  under  the  complaint,  completely  depri- 
ved of  ftrength.  If  there  ever  be  any  hopes  of 
recovery,  they  will  depend  on  arriving  at  a know- 
ledge of  the  caufe,  at  the  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, before,  from  its  progrefs,  it  becomes  in- 
curable. 

the  cure . 

14.  But  of  whatever  kind  the  dyfphagia  be, 
or  whatever  its  termination,  I fhall  not  omit 
mentioning  the  cure  which  appears  to  be  calcula- 
ted to  each  of  them,  that,  if  it  be  not  adequate 
to  the  removal  of  the  complaint,  it  may  at  leaf!; 
contribute  as  much  as  poffible  to  its  mitigation,  and 
to  the  prolongation  of  life.  Diminifhed  capacity  of 
the  oefophagus,  therefore,  in  any  meafure  arifing 
from  rigidity  of  the  fibres,  requires  moiftening, 
emollient,  and  lubricating  remedies,  as  deceptions 
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of  marfh-mallows,  mallows,  and  lint-feed,  fat* 
bland,  and  recent  oils  ; mucilages  of  gum-arabic  ; 
and  gum-tragacanth,  or  ftarch,  and  things  com- 
pofed  of  theie,  to  be  given  gradually  and  frequent- 
ly. We  muff  likewife  occafionally  infert  into 
the  oefophagus  a probang,  with  an  ivory  head, 
or  with  one  made  of  fpunge,  in  order  to  cautioufly 
and  gently  dilate  the  oefophagus. 

15.  If  the  cavity  of  the  oefophagus  be  obftrud- 
ed  in  confequence  of  fwelling  and  obftrudion  of 
the  glands,  or  ftraitened  and  compreffed  external- 
ly in  confequence  of  an  incipient  callus, — incifive, 
refolving,  attenuant,  and  opening  remedies  are 
indicated,  as  neutral  and  alkaline  falts,  foap,  feru- 
laceous  gums,  extract  of  hemlock,  and  mercury, 
* occafionally  interpofing  gentle  laxatives.  But 
fometimcs  fuch  is  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing, 
that  fuch  medicines  either  cannot  be  taken  by 
the  mouth  at  all,  or  not  in  the  requifite  quantity. 
In  that  cafe,  mercurial  fri&ion  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed, efpecially  if  a venereal  taint  be  fufpeded. 
In  fhort,  whatever  the  caufe  which  has  given 
rife  to  the  cbftrudion  and  fwelling  of  the  glands 
may  be,  when  the  complaint  is  recent,  rubbing 
in  mercurial  ointment  upon  the  neck,  fo  as  to 
occafion  fome  flow  of  laliva,  is  recommended  by 
Munckley  * ; who  points  out  the  utility  of  this 
plan,  by  a good  many  inftances,  which  he  ad- 
duces. 

Meef,  'Tranf publifloed  ly  the  College  of  Phyfician /,  vol  i.  p.  165, 
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16.  A fimilar  method  of  cure  is  to  be  employ- 
ed, if  the  complaint  proceed  from  other  tumours, 
fcirrhus,  or  obftrudted  or  enlarged  liver  (2.).  But 
if  they  have  pafied  into  cancers,  or  begun  to  do 
fo,  as  there  is  fcarce  any  room  for  extirpating 
them,  we  muft  guard  againft  all  thofe  things  which 
act  powerfully  and  fharply,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  employ  fuch  as  allay  acrimonies,  mitigate 
the  fymptoms,  and  in  any  way'  relift  the  cancer- 

' ous  corruption.  Of  thefe  the  chief  are  affes 
milk,  and  goats  whey  ; the  foup  of  frogs  and 
river-crabs  ; camphor,  peruvian  bark,  medicated 
waters,  the  bath,  occafional  cathartics ; and,  when 
the  pain  is  urgent,  or  inflammation  apprehended, 
bleeding,  and  the  cautious  employment  of  opium. 
Ulcers,  fieftiy  excrefcences,  and  fungi,  when  they 
are  difcovered  to  be  in  the  oefophagus,  require 
gently  detergent,  reprefling  and  drying  reme- 
dies ; and  thofe  means  alfo  are  _to  be  employed, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  correct  and  purify  various 
taints  and  acrimonies  of  the  blood,  efpecially  an- 
tifcorbutic,  antivenereal,  and  antifcrophulous  re- 
medies, fudorifics,  and  the  like. 

17.  Our  exertions  will  be  crowned  with  more 
fuccefs  in  treating  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing, 
which  arifes  from  inflammation  of  the  oefopha- 
gus, or  neighbouring  parts,  or  from  worms  ; or 
from  acrid  and  poifonous  ingefta  ; or  from  hyite- 
rical  and  hypochondriacal  fpafms.  For  the  re- 
medies for  difcuffing  and  relblving  inflammation, 
I confider  as  being  fo  well  known,  from  the  ob- 
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fervations  repeatedly  delivered  already,  as  not  to 
require  being  mentioned  here.  With  regard  to 
worms,  thefe  muft  not  only  be  deftroyed  by 
means  of  the  more  powerful  anthelminthics,  of 
which  I will  hereafter  treat  in  a diftind  chapter, 
but  alfo  muft  be  expelled  by  the  mouth  or  anus, 
by  means  of  emetics,  or  cathartics.  Acrid  and 
poifonous  ingefta  ought  to  be  fheathed  by  means 
of  fatty  and  oleaginous  remedies,  or  blunted  by 
means  of  watery  drinks  given  abundantly  ; and, 
fo  foon  as  it  can  be  done,  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled by  means  of  emetics  and  cathartics.  The 
fpafms,  when  their  origin  is  afcertained,  although 
they  generally  prove  obftinate,  and  occafion  more 
uneafinefs  than  danger,  are  not  difficultly  allayed, 
except  fuch  as  originate  in  the  brain  or  fpinal 
marrow  ; for  thefe  iaft  are  more  difficultly  re- 
moved, as  appears  from  tetanus,  opifthotonus, 
and  other  fpafmodic  affedions,  particularly  of  the 
idiopathic  kind.  But  if  they  be  occafioned  by  a 
colluvies  in  the  ftomach  ; by  depraved  digeftion  ; 
by  the  catamenia,  or  other  ufual  evacuations,  as 
that  of  the  hemorrhoidal  difcharge  ; the  remedies 
to  be  employed  are,  cathartics,  bitters,  and  to- 
nics, of  which  I will  immediately  fpeak,  or 
bleeding,  aperients,  and  remedies  for  recalling 
ufual  evacuations.  But  if  excefiive  fenfibility,  or 
irritability,  or  emotions  of  mind,  be  the  cauie, 
they  are  belt  removed  by  emollient,  oleaginous, 
and  anodyne  remedies,  efpecially  opium,  tran- 
quillity of  mind,  and  oppofite  affedions. 
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18.  Tode  mentions  a fpafmodic  dyfphagia 

which  had  been  induced,  as  he  was  perfuaded, 

» 

by  file  immoderate  ufe  of  faline  medicines.  It 
had  received  no  relief  either  from  caftor,  or  the 
effence  of  gentian,  or  peppermint-water,  or  the 
liquor  anodynus  mineralis  of  Hoffman,  or  his 
elixir  vifcerale ; which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  all  of  thofe  were  rather  calculated  to  in- 
crcafc  the  tenfion  and  irritability  of  the  fibres.  He 
removed  it,  however,  in  the  fpace  of  three  days, 
by  means  of  a watery  infufion  of  quaffy-wood, 
prepared  like  tea,  and  drunk  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  *.  It  feems  probable,  how- 
ever, that  the  benefit  was  derived  rather  from 
the  quantity  of  watery  and  tepid  drink,  by  which 
the  irritating  power  of  the  falts  was  blunted, 
and  the  tone  of  the  fibres  relaxed,  than  by  any  • 
peculiar  virtue  of  the  quaffy-wood. 

* Colled,  foe.  med.  Haunien . vol.  i.  p.  205. 

19.  The  dyfphagia  which  arifes  from  atony  or 
paralyfis  requires  remedies  the  very  oppofite  cf 
ihefe.  Relaxation,  and  diminiihed  irritability  of 
the  fibres,  vffien  the  power  of  fwallowing  is  in- 
jured by  that  caufe, — for  it  feldom'  happens  that 
it  intirely  dedroys  the  deglutition, — are  corrected 
by  ah  thole  things  which  draw  off  the  ferous  and 
pituitous  fluids,  which  by  any  acrid  ftimulus 
excite  the  mufcular  power,  and  which  ftrengthen 
the  fibres.  By  the  long-continued  employment 
of  thefe  remedies,  the  complaint,  after  continuing 
ior  a length  of  time,  being  apt  to  return,  is  re- 
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moved.  It  Is  attended  with  fomewhat  greater 
difficulty  when  the  nervous  influence  is  languid, 
as  in  paralyfis  of  the  oefophagus.  The  more  ob- 
fcure  its  origin  is,  and  the  flower  and  more  te- 
dious its  progrefs,  always  growing  worfe,  the 
lefs  are  the  hopes  of  the  patient's  recovery.  But 
when  it  fuddenly  attacks  a patient,  in  confequence 
oi  a fit  of  apoplexy,  the  event  may  be  guefled  at 
by  the  greater  or  lefler  degree  of  the  primary 
complaint,  of  which  it  is  a fymptom.  The  re- 
medies calculated  to  the  removal  of  the  complaint, 
I think  clearly  pointed  out  in  Chapter  IV.  On 
apoplexy , pan  142.  et  feqq.  where  I have  treated 
of  paralyfis,  enumerating  the  difeafes  of  the 
head. 

20.  Extraneous  bodies  falling  into  the  oefopha- 
gus, as  pieces  of  money,  nails,  (tones,  bones, 
and  the  kernels  of  fome  fruits,  and  the  like,  or 
large  pieces  of  folid  food,  not  fufficiently  chewed, 
flicking  in  it,  deferve  particular  attention,  as  re- 
quiring immediate  relief.  In  general,  the  defcent 
of  them  is  promoted  by  drinking  water  or  oil, 
and*  if  that  be  not  fufficient,  they  are  gradually 
pufhed  down,  by  gently  introducing  a probang, 
or  fimilar  inftrument.  For,  when  they  get  down 
to  the  ftomach,  they  afterwards  eafily  open  a 
paflage  for  themfelves  by  the  inteflines,  fo  as  to 
be  difcharged  downwards  in  two  or  three  days. 
They  are  feldom  retained  longer,  although  they 
have  fometimes  been  obferved  not  to  pafs  out  for 
ten  days,  or  more  ; which  may  vary  not  a little^ 
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according  to  the  fize  and  figure  of  the  body  fw al- 
lowed, or  the  matter  of  which  it  is  compofed.  I 
do  not  deny,  however,  that  fometimes  luch  bo- 
dies flop  either  at  the  pylorus,  or  in  the  other 
convolutions  of  the  inteftines,  or  at  the  valve  of 
the  colon,  and  remain  long  there,  occafioning 
the  moft  diftreffing  complaint,  as  experience  has 
too  often  (hewn.  Nothing  promotes  their  paffage 
from  the  inteftines  more  than  oleaginous,  fatty, 
and  mucilaginous  fubftances,  taken  occafionally 
in  large  quantity.  In  this  manner  I have  fre- 
quently obferved,  in  infants  and  children,  bodies 
of  fuch  a fize  and  figure,  as  were  fuppofed  to  be 
totally  incapable  of  palling  through  the  canal,  ge- 
nerally by  degrees  make  their  way  out. 

21.  Sometimes,  however,  it  happens,  that  they 
cannot  be  removed  from  their  fituation  in  the 
ocfophagus,  either  becauie  they  are  fixed  there, 
or  becaufe  an  inftrument  for  pufhing  them 
down  cannot  be  introduced.  In  that  cafe  the 
fingers,  or  a feather  dipped  in  oil,  ought  to 
be  inferted,  to  excite  vomiting.  If  thefe  means 
do  not  anfwer,  a piece  of  bread,  or  fome  kind  of 
fruit,  ought  to  be  fwallowed,  and  forced  down 
with  a great  effort,  that,  if  poffible,  it  may  pufh 
down  with  it  the  adhering  body.  But  if  this  alfo 
cannot  be  done,  or  be  attempted  unfuccefsfully, 
a ball  made  of  fpunge,  and  tied  well  to  a ftrong 
filk  thread,  muff  be  fwallowed,  and  again  drawn 
up,  in  confequence  of  which,  thorns,  needles, 
and  fmall  bones,  are  either  thruft  down,  or  again 
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pulled  up.  Laftly,  if  thefe  means  alfo  fail,  fomc 
advife  adminiftering  an  emetic  in  water,  that 
they  may  be  reje&ed  in  confequence  of  exciting 
vomiting.  For  it  is  fufficient  to  pour  a few  drops 
of  an  emetic  fluid  into  the  ftomach,  to  excite  vo- 
miting. The  propriety  of  this  plan  has  been  fre- 
quently confirmed  by  the  fuccefs  attending  it.  A 
piece  of  beef,  which  had  ftuck  in  the  middle  of 

0 

the  offophagus  of  a foldier,  by  no  contrivance 
could  be  moved,  either  upwards  or  downwards. 
Schmucker  adopted  the  fingular  meafure  of  pour- 
ing liquid  tartar-emetic  into  the  vein  of  the  arm*. 
About  half  an  hour  afterwards  it  occafioned  vio- 
lent reaching,  in  confequence  of  which  the  lump 
was  eafiiy  rejected.  I know  not,  however,  whe- 
ther this  plan  be  always  fafe  or  practicable.  The 
flefh,  without  doubt,  in  a fhort  time  would  ei- 
ther have  become  corrupted,  or  have  become 
otherwife  digefted.  fo  as,  in  confequence  cf  its 
bulk  being  diminifhed,  to  fhift  its  filiation, 
and  pafs  down  into  the  ftomach,  without  dan- 
ger. But  could  the  fame  fuccefsful  iffue  be  pro- 
mi  fed  in  the  cafe  of  harder  bodies  ? Will  it  be 
faid  that  vomiting  would  be  equally  harmlefs 
when  lharp  cutting  bodies  have  been  fwallowed, 
as  pins,  nails,  knives,  or  pieces  of  glafs  ? It  may 
rather  be  apprehended,  that,  in  confequence  of 
the  efforts  occafioned,  they  would  be  fixed  deeper, 
fo  as  to  render  their  extraction  impracticable. 
In  fuch  cafes,  therefore,  if  in  any,  the  moft 
prudent  meafures  ought  to  be  adopted,  that  the 
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practitioner  may  avoid  the  imputation  of  temerity. 
I mu  ft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  fometimes  fuch 
bodies  remain  not  far  from  the  pharynx,  fixed 
faft  in  the  oefophagus,  and  are  incapable  of  being 
extracted  by  any  means.  In  this  cafe  Guattani,  e- 
minendy  diftinguiihed  for  his  (kill  in  furgery,  has 
propofed  opening  the  oefophagus,  at  the  fide  of 
the  afpera  arteria,  for  their  extraction  f. 

* Mifcel,  ch'tr.  vol.  i.  p.  335.  Likewife  in  Com.  Lipf.  vol.  xxiv. 
p.  325.  f JDe  aneuryfm.  ad  ealcem . Sec  alfo  vol.  in.  Harum. 

inftit.  § ccclxxxvi.  ccccxxxvi.  in  the  notes. 

22.  It  remains  for  me  to  fay  fomething  con- 
cerning the  regimen  of  thofe  in  whom  the  com- 
plaint has  increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  even 
the  thinned  aliment  can  fcarcely  be  at  all  fwai- 
Jowed,  and  pafsdown  to  the  ftomach,  on  account 
of  the  extreme  narrownefs  of  the  paffage.  In 
fuch  perfons  it  is  necefiary  to  gently  dilate  the 
oefophagus  by  means  of  a probang  of  wax,  or, 
which  is  preferable,  by  a hollow  flexible  tube 
compofed  of  wax,  and  through  it,  by  means  of 
a funnel,  to  introduce  nouriihing  fluids  to  the 
ftomach.  An  inftrument  of  this  kind,  for  the  in- 
troduftion  of  aliment  into  the  ftomach,  may  be 
ieen  in  the  works  of  Mauchart,  who  contrived  it, 
and  caufed  it  to  be  made  with  this  view.  But  if, 
as  very  frequently  happens,  even  it  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted, inje&ions  of  animal  foup,  or  of  milk  and 
the  yolks  of  eggs,  and  fimilar  food,  ought  to  be  fre- 
quently.throwu  in,  that  at  leaft  in  this  way  the  life 
may  be  prolonged  as  much  as  poflible.  Nor  will  it 
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be  without  advantage,  occafionally  to  plunge  the 
whole  body  into  a tepid  bath  of  whey,  or  milk 
and  water,  or  weak  animal  foup,  with  a little 

Canary  wine,  and  to  permit  it  to  continue  fome 

% 

time  there,  that  the  abforbents  may  attract  the 
finer  parts  of  the  fluid,  with  which  the  body 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  nourifhed.  But  it  is  a 
hard  and  wretched  refource,  to  attempt  prolong- 
ing the  patient’s  exiftence  in  this  manner ; as  in 
general  our  endeavours  prove  fruitlefs. 


CHAPTER  IL 

CONCERNING  MORBID  APPETITE,  and  LOATHING 

of  FOOD. 


23.  The  appetite  is  fometimes  fo  morbidly 
increafed,  that  not  only  all  kinds  of  food  are  ta- 
ken indifcriminately,  without  occafioning  fatiety, 
. — as  happens  in  ku%o^cl9  or  the  wain,  name- 
ly, the  fames  canina , and  in  bulimus , or  the  fames 
bovina  : — but  fometimes  alfo  a longing  defire  is 
conceived  for  certain  fubftances,  both  foreign  to 
the  nature  of  food,  as  well  as  fuch  as  are  em- 
ployed in  the  way  of  aliment,  as  in  the  picay  cijfay 
citta , and  malacia . 

24.  Cynorexia  is  defined  to  be,  an  infatiable  de- 
fire for  food,  (hortly  fucceeded  by  vomiting  of 
the  ingefta,  or  the  fpeedy  difcharge  of  them  by 
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ftool.  Thus,  the  fiomach  being  freed  from  its 
exceflive  load,  a frefh  defire  for  eating  returns, 
and  the  ingefta  are  again  vomited,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  happens  in  dogs  with  a voracious  ap- 
petite. But  when  the  aliment  is  quickly  paffed 
by  (tool,  fometimes  half  digefted,  luch  an  affec- 
tion by  fome  is  named,  not  fames  canina , but 
fames  lupin  a,  or  KvxoftZm, 

25.  Cynorexia  and  bulimia  differ  in  this,  that 
in  the  latter  the  immoderate  appetite,  if  it  be  not 
fhortly  fatisfied,  is  fucceeded  by  fainting.  The 
pica,  cifa , or  citta , again,  is  faid  to  be  that  de- 

1 pravation  of  the  appetite,  in  which  an  abfurd 
longing  is  conceived  for  fubftances  foreign  to  the 
nature  of  food,  as  lime,  ftucco,  chalk,  mill-ftones, 
charcoal,  cinders,  glafs,  and  ordure  * ; while 
the  malacia  is  that  morbid  condition  of  the  fto- 
mach,  in  which  particular  kinds  of  food,  or 
condiments,  are  taken,  but  in  too  great  quantity, 
and  too  voracioufly,  fuch  as  herrings,  pepper, 
ginger,  fait,  and  the  like  f. 

* Sennert  relates,  that  there  was  a woman  who  ufed  to  eat 

9 T 

chalk  and  pulverifed  mill-ltones,  to  the  extent  of  two  pounds  daily, 
with  impunity. 

f In  Galen  the  hiftory  of  a pregnant  woman  is  related,  who 
ufed  to  devour  fome  pounds  of  ginger  at  a time,  with  the  greateft 
avidity,  and  without  any  fenfe  of  heat  being  excited  in  her  fauces 
or  ftomach. 

26.  But  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  appetite  is 
frequently  morbidly  increafed,  or  vitiated,  fo  is 
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it  fometimes  impaired,  or  altogether  loft.  Im- 
paired appetite  is  named  dyforexia ; total  lofs  of  it 
anorexia , or  apofitia ; although  by  the  laft  term 
fome  underftand  that  loathing  of  meat  in  which 
the  mere  prefence  of  food  excites  difguft  and 
naufea.  But  thefe  diftindions  are  not  always 
nicely  attended  to  by  phyficians,  as  they  generally 
comprehend  both  diminution  and  lofs  of  appetite 
under  the  fingle  name  of  anorexia . 

27.  The  proximate  caufe  of  cynorexia  and  bu- 
limia appears  to  me  to  be,  a certain  trcublefome 
fenfation,  in  confequence  of  which  the  perfon  af- 
feded  feels  a conftant  and  eager  craving  for  food. 
It  is  excited  and  kept  tip  either  by  too  great  acri- 
mony and  adivity  of  the  gaftric  fluid  ; or  by  the 
remains  of  the  food  on  the  ftomach  having  become 
acrid  ; or  by  the  infertion  of  the  dudus  choledo- 
chus  into  the  ftomach  and  pylorus,  as  ha3  been 
fometimes  obferved  in  ravenous  animals  * ; by  lum- 
brici,  taeniae,  and  other  fpecies  of  wrorms ; by  too 
violent  fridion  of  the  fides  and  rtigse  of  the  fto- 
mach upon  one  another  ; or  by  a convulfive  and 
fpafmodic  affedion  of  it,  not  unufual  in  hyftericai 
women;  or  by  increafed  fenftbility  or  irritability  of 
the  ftomach,  from  whatever  caufe,  one  or  other  of 
which  may  arife  from  any  flight  and  natural 
caufe  occafioning  a ftronger  fenfe  of  hunger,  and 
inverting, or  fo  increafing  and  accelerating  the  peri- 
ftaltic  motion,  that,  in  confequence  of  it,  fainting 
and  vomiting  fucceeding  the  quantity  of  ingefta, 
or  the  too  rapid  defcent  of  them,  may  be  readily 
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nnderftood  to  take  place.  This  too  quick  defcent 
of  the  food  from  the  ftomach  is  efteemed  of 
fuch  confequence  by  fome  writers,  that  in  it 
alone,  and  therefore  in  the  very  quick  emptinefs 
of  the  ftomach  fucceeding  it,  they  fuppofe  rhe 
caufe  of  thefe  complaints  to  confift.  Nay,  they 
contend,  that  the  aliment  defcends  from  the  fto* 
rnach  too  quickly,  on  account  of  the  pylorus  it- 
felf  being  fo  much  relaxed  and  open  f , as  not  to 
be  able  to  retard  its  defcent  as  it  ought,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  expelling  powers  of  the  fto- 
mach are  a&ing  with  their  ufual  force.  They  fup- 
port  their  opinion  by  an  obfervation  of  Ruyfch 
who,  in  the  body  of  a woman  who  had  died  in 
confequence  of  a long-continued  lycorexiay  found 
no  other  morbid  condition,  except  an  unufual  di- 
latation of  the  pylorus,  admitting  all  the  lingers 
of  one  hand.  During  her  life,  immediately  on 
taking  food,  when  it  had  been  fcarce  received 
into  the  ftomach,  it  pafied  down  to  the  inte- 
ftines,  and  fhe  was  fhortly  after  feized  with  gripes; 
until,  being  thus  deprived  of  nourilhment,  and 
exhaufted  to  the  laft  degree,  fhe  was  at  length 
carried  off. 

* Bohn.  Clrcul.  anat.  pbyfiol.  progymnas.  x.  p.  153.  Ettmuller, 
Cper.  vol.  ii.  p.  54.  In  a very  voracious  animal,  namely,  the 
oftrich,  the  biliary  du£t  is  inferted  into  the  pylorus,  according  to 
Duverneyj  Mem . deVacacLdes  fcienc.  an.  1692.  p.  30.  This  hap- 
pens alfo  in  the  porcupine. 

t Pallucci  aflents  to  this  opinion,  in  a work  of  his  lately  pu- 
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bli  fried,  entitled,  Arte  nuova , e facile  di  curare  i malt , &e.  where,  in 
p.  48.  he  remarks,  that  the  difeale,  when  arifing  from  this  caufe, 
is  cured  merely  by  abflinence. 

t Obferv.  anat.  chir . obi.  47.  p.  94.  This  obfervation  is  like- 
vile  related  by  Lieutaud,  in  his  Hijl . anat . med.  vol.  i.  lib.  i.  art.  2*7. 
There  alfo  an  obfervation  of  Platner  is  quoted,  concerning  a relaxed 
and  dilated  pylorus,  in  a man  who  had  never  laboured  under  the 
fames  canina,  or  bulimia. 

28.  But  both  morbid  conditions  of  the  appe- 
tite, namely,  pica  and  malacia  (25.),  feem  to  be 
derived  from  no  other  fource,  more  probably, 
than  from  the  condition  oi  the  gaftric  fluid  being 
changed,  in  fuch  a way  as,  by  roufing  the  fen- 
fibility  and  action  of  the  ftomach,  not  only  firft 
to  increafe  the  appetite,  but  alfo,  through  the 
nerves,  gradually  toaffedt  the  fenforium  commune, 
and  afterwards  the  nerves  proceeding  from  thence 
to  the  tongue  and  noftrils,  in  fuch  a manner  that 
the  idea,  both  of  defire  for  this  or  that,  and 
of  the  pleafure  to  be  derived  from  it,  is  excited 
in  the  mind.  But  a mental  halucination,  as 
feme  fuppofe,  is  not  fufEcient  ; fmce  a par- 
ticular change  and  action  of  the  digeftive  fluids 
is  neceffarily  required,  that  fubftances  fo  ab- 
furd  and  different  from  the  nature  of  food 
can  be  borne  on  the  ftomach,  and  digefted  with 
impunity.  No  wonder,  then,  that  moft  phyll- 
cians  are  of  opinion,  that  an  aciditas  efurina  ex- 
ifts  in  the  fluids  of  the  ftomach  ; nor  do  I fup- 
pofe that  they  are  far  from  the  truth,  as  patients 
labouring  under  fuch  aflFedtions  frequently  throw 
yp  an  eru&atien  of  acid  fluid,  and  take  in  earthy 
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and  alkaline  fubftances  with  pleafure,  by  means 
of  which  the  acidity  being  as  it  were  blunted, 
they  are  generally  cured.  Moreover,  mod  of  » 
the  remote  caufes  are  of  that  kind  which  are  cal- 
culated for  generating  or  fupporting  a fponta- 
neous  acid  ; fuch  are,  the  abui’e  of  crude  fubftan- 
ces, and  unripe  fruits  ; hypochondriacal  and  me- 
lancholic aflfedtions  ; a delicate  conftitution  ; preg- 
nancy ; fuppreflion  of  the  menfes  ; chlorolis ; 
cachexy  ; bad-conditioned  fluids  ; childhood  ; 
grief:  and  an  inadlive  life. 

29.  Moreover,  the  defire  for  food  is  impaired, 
or  altogether  loft  (26.),  by  the  defedt  of  that  fen- 
fation  in  which  the  natural  appetite  confifts,  and 
oppofite  caufes  (27.)  ; namely,  by  a fluggifli  and 
vifcid  colluvies  of  the  ftomach  ; by  fcantinefs  or 
fluggifhnefs  of  the  gaftric  fluid  ; by  the  mixture 
of  a putrid,  purulent,  or  alkalefcent  principle; 
by  diminution,  vitiation,  or  too  great  abundance 
of  the  bilious  fluid  ; by  the  natural  fenfibility  cr 
irritability  being  impaired  ; by  quickened  motion 
of  the  Wood,  or  its  being  accumulated  about  the 
ftomach,  as  in  fome  fevers  ; by  tumours  ; by  a 
fcirrhus ; cancer ; ulcers  ; and  other  morbid 
ftates  oi  the  ftomach  and  neighbouring  parts ; 
which,  if  they  even  affedt  the  common  origin  of 
the  nerves  in  luch  a manner,  as  to  excite  in  it 
the  idea  of  averfion  or  loathing  ; or  if  they  injure 
and  dpprefs  the  ftomach,  fo  that  it  cannot  retain 
the  ingefta  without  uneafinefs,  pain,  naufea,  or 
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vomiting,  it  appears  clearly  why  apofitia , or  the 
greateft  loathing  of  food,  fhould  be  occafioned. 
The  remote  caufes  preceding  thefe  affections,  are, 
emotions  of  mind,  efpecially  terror  and  grief;  im- 
moderate venery  ; conftant  exertions  of  intellect ; 
exceffive  evacuation ; fuckiing  too  long  ; preg- 
nancy ; accumulated  foeces ; the  motion  of  a 
fhip ; the  copious  or  frequent  drinking  of  warm 
or  tepid  water  ; the  exceffive  or  frequent  ufe  of 
fatty,  oily,  putrid  alkalefcent,  and  narcotic  things, 
of  wine,  and  ardent  fpirits  ; a fedentary  life ; 
fuppreffed  or  increafed  evacuations ; plethora ; 
the  heat  of  fummer ; the  ftagnant  air  in  fenny  fi- 
tuations  ; obftruCtions  of  the  vifcera  of  the  lower 
belly  ; ftagnant  black  bile  ; melancholy  ; fevers  ; 
and  the  like. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS  AND  PROGNOSIS. 

30.  The  diagnofis  of  each  of  thefe  affeClions 
(33.  to  36.),  is  quite  evident  from  what  has  al- 
ready been  faid  ; nor  is  the  difcovery  of  their 
caufes  difficult,  if  the  defcription  of  each  difeafe 
be  kept  properly  in  view.  Let  us  rather  proceed, 
therefore,  to  the  prognofis  of  them.  Morbid  ap- 
petite of  itielf  is  free  of  danger,  unlefs  it  be  con- 
joined with  other  difeafes,  of  which  it  portends 
either  the  danger,  as  in  heCtic  fever,  and  in 
phthifis  pulmonalis ; or  the  duration,  as  in  inter- 
mitting and  flow  fevers,  and  in  dropfy ; or  the 
relapfe,  as  in  a ftate  of  convalefcence.  But  cyno- 
rexia  not  unfrcquently  leaves  behind  it  a coma- 
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tofe  date,  or  lientery,  or  atrophia ; it  has  likewife 
been  fometitnes  obferved  to  terminate  in  bu- 
limia, and  at  length  in  a fatal  fyncope.  For  the 
bulimia  is  more  dangerous  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quent fainting-fits  which  accompany  and  fucceed 
it. 

31.  The  pica  and  malacia , if  they  prove  ob- 
ftinate,  efpecially  in  children  and  girls,  may  be 
expected  to  give  rife  to  worfe  confequences,  as 
cachexy,  obflrudtions  of  the  abdominal  vilcera, 
fwelling  of  the  belly,  congedions  of  the  ine- 
fentery,  a bad  (late  of  the  fluids,  emaciation,  atro- 
phia, and  dropfy.  But  it  is  almod  unanimoufly 
agreed  upon  among  phyficians,  that  pregnant 
women  run  lefs  rifle.  The  following  aphorifms  of 
Hippocrates  regard  loathing  of  food,  or  anorexia  : 
<c  To  remain  colledted  in  one’s  mind,  and  to  take 
without  difguft  whatever  is  offered,  is  a good  fign  ; 
otherwife  it  is  bad  *. — In  a complaint  of  long 
Handing,  loathing  of  food,  and  thin  ftools  are 
bad  f. — It  is  likewife  bad  in  dyfentery,  and  worfe 
conjoined  with  fever  J and,  on  the  whole,  the 
apofitia  is  mod  to  be  apprehended.  It  frequently 
indicates  the  mod  fevere  caufe,  fcarce  admitting  of 
being  removed.  At  the  turn  of  difeafes,  weak- 
nefs  or  lofs  of  appetite  denotes  an  imperfedt  cri- 
fis,  and  gives  reafon  to  apprehend  a relapfe  of  the 
complaint. 

* Aphorif  xxxiii.  fe&.  2. 

J Aphorif,  ill.  fe6L  6. 


f Aphorif  vi,  fed.  7, 
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THE  CURE. 

• * 

32.  The  cure  of  cynorexia  and  bulimia  ought 
to  be  directed  to  removing  the  uneafy  fenfation 
of  hunger,  which  I have  mentioned  (27.).  This 
will  be  effected  by  removing  each  of  the  caufes. 
When,  therefore,  thefe  confift  in  exceffive  acri- 
mony of  the  gaftric  fluid,  diluent,  watery,  oily, 
fatty,  and  mucous  remedies,  cows-milk,  articles 
prepared  with  milk,  earthy,  alkaline,  and  funilar 
things,  are  indicated  and  ought  to  be  taken 
largely,  and  for  a ength  of  time.  With  thefe  it 
is  advantageous  occalionally  to  interpofe  gentle 
evacuants,  and  thus  to  remove  the  fomes  of  the 
difeafe.  Of  the  laxatives,  white  magnefia,  em- 
ployed liberally  and  repeatedly,  is  to  be  preferred. 
If  the  complaint  do  not  yield  to  thefe,  emetics 
may  alfo  be  tried,  when  nothing  contrary  indi- 
cates them,  with  the  view  of  fhaking  the  whole 
gaftric  fyftem,  and  expeditioufly  drawing  off  the 
noxious  fluid.  Ipecacuanha  claims  the  firft  place. 
Increased  fenfibility  and  irritability  of  the  ftomach, 
and  an  increafe  of  the  periftaltic  motion,  as  it 
may  be  fom dimes  reckoned  among  the  caufes 
of  bulimia,  ought  to  be  allayed  by  opiates,  by 
means  of  which  alfo  the  vomiting,  and  too  ra- 
j id  pafling  of  the  aliment,  are  checked.  They 
muft  be  employed  chiefly  when  a hyfterical  or 
hypochondriacal  mobility  of  the  nerves  feems  to 
keep  up  the  difeafe.  The  fenfation  ot  hunger, 
alfo,  is  blunted  by  the  ufe  cf  gene  ous  and  iweet 
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wine,  according  to  Hippocrates,  who  obferves 
(Aph.  xxii.  fed;.  2.),  “ The  drinking  of  wine  re- 
moves hunger,”  This  will  be  attended  with 
more  advantage,  however,  in  bulimia  itfelf,  he- 
caufe,  on  account  of  its  cordial  power,  it  will 
prevent  lipothymia  and  fainting.  If  the  prefence 
of  worms  be  fufpeded,  anthelminthics  muft  be 
employed,  of  which  I have  elfewhere  fpoken  at 
fufficient  length  *.  In  this  cafe  the  mineral  acids 
chiefly  are  proper,  and  particularly  fulphuric  acid, 
with  which  Peter  is  faid  to  have  cured  a fames 
canina.  Probably  the  complaint  depended  upon 
worms,  or  exceflive  irritability  of  the  ftomach, 
which  might  have  been  allayed  by  the  fulphuric 
acid,  without  our  fuppofing  an  alkaline  volatile 
acrimony  to  he  prefent,  requiring  to  be  correded 
by  an  acid.  Lallly,  relaxation  or  dilatation  of 
the  pylorus,  on  account  of  which  the  too  rapid 
defeent  of  the  food  from  the  (lomach,  occahoning 
cynorexia  or  lycorexia,  will  he  removed  chiefly 
by  abftinence,  and  by  the  judicious  dividing  of 
the  patient’s  meals,  in  fuch  a way  that  tire  empty 
ftomach  may  give  time  to  the  pylorus  for  con- 
trading  itfelf.  Nor  ought  we  in  this  cafe  to 
omit  tonics  and  gentle  aftringents,  combined  with 
paregorics. 

* Vol.  II.  r Fever  ^ par.  449. ; and  they  will  be  farther  dif- 
cufleG  in  Chap.  X.  of  the  prefent  volume,  Concerning  Worms . 

33.  With  refped  to  the  cure  of  vitiated  appe- 
t te,  or  p‘ca  and  mal  cia  (23.  to  25.),  in  it  not 
only  mult  we  reilore  to  the  gaftric  fluid  its  natu- 
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ral  condition,  but  iikewife  the  fault  in  the  pa- 
tient’s imagination  mult  be  removed,  and  the 
ftomach  ftrengthened.  Frequently  the  caufe  or 
fomes  of  the  complaint  is  removed  by  gentle  vo- 
miting or  purging.  If  too  great  accidity  be  pre- 
fent,  it  is  corrected  by  earthy,  alkaline,  and  ab- 
forbent  remedies,  namely,  crabs-eyes,  terra  nu - 
cerina , terra  lemma , bezoar  mineral,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, magnelia  of  nitre,  and  corals  given  in  the 
form  of  powder.  SupprefTed  evacuations  mult 
be  recalled  by  all  means.  We  mult  proceed  with 
more  caution  in  the  cafe  of  pregnant  women. 
For  in  them  nature  frequently  provides  for  it- 
felf,  either  by  exciting  a vomiting,*'  or  by  its 
arifing  Ipontaneoufly,  fo  that,  after  the  third  or 
fouith  month  of  geftation,  the  vitiation  of  the 
appetite  intirely  ceafes.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
patients  are  to  be  gradually  reftored  to  a proper 
method  of  living,  and  to  the  employment  of  fa- 
int ary  diet,  by  means  of  pleafant  entertainments  ; 
by  rich  port  wine  ; by  agreeable  converfation, 
and  fenfible  advice  ; by  tart,  bitter  fubftances ; 
by  tonics,  efpecially  chalybeates,  and  the  like. 

34.  Laftly,  the  cure  of  dyforexia , anorexia , and 
apofitia  (26.  29.),  is  to  be  obtained  by  thofe  reme- 
dies which  are  adapted  to  the  variety  of  the  caufes. 
If  fluggilh  and  vifcid  humours  opprefs  the  ftomach, 
blunting  its  fenfibility  and  irritability, — which  will 
appear  from  the  habit  of  body,  temperament,  age, 
preceding  manner  of  living,  an  infipid  tafte  of 
the  mouth,  fluggifhnefs  of  the  faliva,  whitenefs 
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of  the  tongue,  and  heavinefs  and  weight  in  the 
epigaftrium, — they  muft  firft  be  diffolved  by 
means  of  neutral  falls,  gum- ammoniac,  and  Ve- 
nice foap,  and  afterwards  drawn  off  by  means  of 
cathartics.  On  this  account  the  beft  remedies  are, 
rhubarb,  aloes,  agaric,  and  various  remedies 
compofed  of  thefe.  Nor  is  gentle  vomiting  to  be 
rejected,  when  the  patient  is  accuftomed  to  it, 
or  difpofed  to  vomit,  or  when  the  difeafe  does 
not  yield  to  the  remedies  already  mentioned,  and 
no  fymptom  contra-indicating  it  occurs. 

35.  But  if  tire  gaftric  fluid  appear  to  be  fiug- 
gifh,  and  atony  of  the  ftomach  be  at  the  fame  time 
combined  with  it,  which  will  be  afcertained  by 
the  confideration  of  the  remote  caufe,  it  will  be 
proper  to  employ  aperients,  bitters,  gentle  aroma- 
tics, ftimulants,  and  tonics.  Among  thefe  the  mod 
confpicuous  are,  wormwood,  louthern- wood,  leff- 
er  centaury,  germander,  mint,  avens,  wild  valerian, 
quaflTy-wood,  cafcarilla  and  orange  bark,  peruviaa 
bark,  and,  particularly,  fteel.  Infufions,  decoc- 
tions, tinctures,  extracts,  and  various  kinds  of 
elixirs,  according  to  the  variety  of  the  fubftances, 
of  the  patient,  and  time  of  life,  are  prepared 
from  them.  The  elixir  of  Paracelfus,  which  is 
in  great  eftimation,  is  compofed  of  aloes,  myrrh, 
and  faffron.  But  it  muft  be  tiled  cautioufly  in 
warm  and  dry  temperaments,  and  in  hot  countries 
or  in  the  fummer-lealon,  lor  it  proves  too  heating 
and  ftimulatiag. 
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36.  When  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth  ; a yel- 
low colour  of  the  tongue,  eyes,  and  fkin;  ofifenfive 
evacuations ; and  deep  or  yellow  coloured  urine  • 
denote  abundance,  alkalefcence,  or  corruption  of 
the  bile,  we  mull  correct  and  evacuate  the  bi- 
lious colluvies  which  has  deftroyed  the  appetite, 
by  means  of  the  fubacid  juices  of  vegetables, 
tamarinds,  cream  of  tartar,  or  gentle  emetics. 
Like  wife  the  common  falts,  or  fal  polychreft, 
are  found  to  be  remarkably  cleanfmg  and  eva- 
cuant.  If  it  appear  that  the  loathing  of  food 
proceeds  from  abundance  or  quickened  motion  of 
the  blood,  or  from  congeftion  of  it  round  the  fto- 
mach,  by  the  fymptoms  of  plethora,  or  quickened 
motion  of  the  pulfe,  or  the  fupprefiion  of  cufto- 
mary  evacuations,  it  becomes  neceffary  then  to 
open  a vein,  to  recall  the  hemorrhoidal  difcharge, 
to  promote  the  flow  of  the  catamenia,  and,  by 
means  of  the  faponaceous  vegetable  juices,  to  re* 
folve  the  blood  ftagnating  in  the  abdominal  vif- 
cera,  and  reftore  its  circulation.  Under  this  head 
come  the  juices  of  fuccory,  dandelion,  agrimony, 
grafs,  or  decodtions  of  thefe,  with  honey  or  oxy- 
mel,  or  whey  boiled  with  fome  of  theie  plants, 
or  with  the  pulp  of  tamarinds  mixed  with  fome 
neutral  fair,  and  given  per  epicrafin , 

37.  Laftly,  the  fpecies  of  anorexia,  which  de- 
pend upon  the  presence  of  other  difeales, cannot  be 
cured  but  by  removing  the  primary  diieafe,  if  that 


can  be  done.  When  the  primary  diieafe  is  incu- 
rable, every  attempt  to  rcltore  the  appetite  is  fruit- 
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Ids.  The  patient,  however,  is  not  to  he  intirely 
given  up,  and  we  muft  endeavour  to  alleviate  his 
fufferings  as  much  as  poffible,  by  adminiftering 
tonics  and  antifeptics,  and  the  mo  ft  nutritious 
fubftances,  accommodated  to  the  patient’s  habits. 
But,  in  every  kind  of  depraved  appetite,  fucn  a 
regimen,  in  regard  to  diet,  ought  to  be  adopted, 
as  is  calculated  for  removing  the  caufes.  In 
general,  exceffive  cares,  and  whatever  diminifhes 
the  nervous  energy,  or  vitiates,  the  natural  condi- 
tion of  the  fluids,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
The  body  ought  to  be  ftrengthened  by  means  of 
walking,  riding  in  a carriage,  or  on  horfeback, 
running,  hunting,  and  repeated  fri&ion.  Likewife, 
the  timely  employment  of  the  cold  bath,  and  me- 
dicated and  mineral  waters,  is  confidered  as  being 
of  the  greateft  utility,  and  contributes  very  much, 
both  to  prevent  and  remove  the  complaint ; the 
food  ought  to  be  light,  agreeable,  and  gently  fti- 
mulant.  Ripe  fruits,  and  pot-herbs,  are  gene- 
rally borne  well,  and  excite  lefs  naufea.  Pure 
wine,  which  is  not  rich,  nor  fweet,  but  thin,  aci- 
dulous, or  fomewhat  auftere,  as  Rhenifh  wine 
and  Burgundy,  but  which  has  been  long  kept, 
or  fimilar  wine  appears  preferable  to  others,  and 
may  therefore  be  allowed. 

J 
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CHAPTER  III. 

OF  MORBID  DIGESTION. 

38.  Four  kinds  of  morbid  digeftion  are  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  practical  writers,  namely, 
dyfpepfia , bradypepfia , apepfia , and  diapbthora . 
Th zfirfl  takes  place  when  the  digeftion  is  imper- 
fect, and  difficultly  performed  ; the  fecond , when 
it  is  performed  more  flowly  than  is  proper ; the 
third , when  it  completely  fails,  in  fuch  a manner 
that  the  crude  aliment  remains  upon  the  ftomach, 
or  is  palled  unconcoCted  ; and,  laftly,  the  fourth 
occurs  when  the  aliments  rather  undergo  fponta- 
neous  corruption  than  digeftion.  It  feldom  hap- 
pens, however,  that  thefe  morbid  ftates  appear  fepa- 
rately  as  they  have  been  defcribed  ; but  they  are 
very  frequently  found  varioufly  combined  together. 
And  when  the  diaphthora,  or  fpontaneous  degene- 
ration of  the  aliments  takes  place,  a double  kind  of 
crudity  arifes,  namely,  an  alkalefcent  or  putrid, 
and  an  acid  one,  by  fome  named  foda , or  ardor 
'ventriculi , or  pyrofis . To  thefe  may  be  added, 
a rancid  crudity,  which  is  eafily  diftinguilhed  by 
its  tafte  from  the  reft. 

39.  As  feveral  caufes  neceflarily  concur  to  ef- 
fect the  natural  digeftion,  which  are  explained  in 
the  phyfiology,  fo  the  want,  diminution,  or  vi- 
tiation of  all  or  fome  of  thefe,  deftroy,  retard, 
diminifh,  or  vitiate  it.  Under  this  head,  there- 
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fore,  come  mod  of  thefe  caufes  by  which  (27. 
29.)  I have  already  fhewri  the  appetite  to  be  in- 
jured, vitiated,  or  deflroyed  ; and,  moreover,  bad 
articles  of  diet,  too  great  a quantity  of  it,  and  its 
being  ill  dreffed  ; fcantinefs  of  the  falivary  and 
gaftric  fluid,  or  of  that  of  the  duodenum,  namely, 
the  bile  and  pancreatic  fluid  ; fluggiffnefs,  and  a 
vitiated  ftate  of  them  ; fwellings,  ulcers,  callus, 
and  other  affections  with  which  the  ftomach  is 
either  immediately  or  remotely  injured,  irritated, 
compreffed,  or  relaxed  ; and,  lafliy,  that  which  is 
confidered  as  being  the  moll  frequent  ca  ife, 
namely,  atony  and  paralyfis  of  the  ftomach  ; or, 
on  the  contrary,  a fpafm,  in  confequenee  of 
which  its  motion  either  becomes  languid,  or 
ceafes,  or  is  deranged,  or  checked.  When  the  com- 
plaint is  owing  to  atony  and  paralyfis,  it  is  mu  no  \ 
hyfomealfo  imbecillitym&refolution  of  the  ftomach. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

40.  The  perfons  principally  liable  to  depraved 
digeftion  are,  thofe  who  lead  a fedentary  life,  and 
are  devoted  to  ftudy  ; thofe  who  have  long  la- 
boured under  affedtions  of  the  mind,  as  hypo- 
chondriacal and  melancholic  people ; fuch  as  are 
in  a ftate  of  debility,  or  exhaufted  with  wine  and 
venery.  They  are  diftreffed  with  a weight,  in- 
flation, languor,  diftenfion,  and  anxiety  of  the 
ftomach  ; a fenfe  of  fluctuation  in  it,  rumbling, 
flatus,  and  frequent  erudtations,  particularly  di- 
ftreffing  five  or  fix  hours  after  meals  5 fluffing 
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of  the  face ; difficult,  or  laborious  refpiration  ; a 
bad  tafte  of  the  mouth;  the  tongue  being  co- 
vered with  white  or  yellow  mucus  ; throwing 
up  of  the  food  half  digefted  ; the  appetite  being 
for  the  moft  diminifhed,  the  belly  often  bound  ; 
pains  of  the  ftomach  or  inteftines ; borborygmi ; 
lometimes  diarrhoea,  afh-coloured  or  greenifh 
feces;  flight  fainting-fits,  efpecially  when  the 
ftomach  is  empty  ; the  fenfation  of  a ball  rifing 
to  the  fauces,  and  flicking  there  ; palpitations 
of  the  heart ; flying  fweats  ; great  changeahlenefs 
of  the  pulfe  ; pains  in  the  head,  efpecially  in  the 
forehead  and  temples  ; tinnitus  aurium ; watch- 
ing at  night ; difturbed  deep  ; palenefs  of  the 
face  ; lownefs  of  fpirits  ; fear  ; and,  laftly,  ema- 
ciation. Such  are  confidered  as  being  the  fymp- 
toms  in  common  to  every  kind  of  depraved  di- 
geftion.  There  are  fame,  however,  peculiar  to 
each  kind  of  crudity,  but  they  are  chiefly  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  tafte  of  the  mouth,  and  erufla- 
tions ; for,  in  the  alkalefcent  fpecies,  a putrid 
tafte,  like  that  of  rotten  eggs,  is  perceived,  and 
the  patients  loathe  every  kind  of  flefh,  foup,  or 
animal  food ; and,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  but 
acids,  acefcent  things,  and  vegetables,  are  defi- 
red.  But,  in  the  acid  crudity,  an  unufual  aci- 
dity infects  the  faliva,  and  whatever  food,  or 
fluid,  is  difcharged  from  the  ftomach,  along  with 
the  eruftation  or  flatus,  is  accompanied  with  an 
acid  tafte,  burns  the  fauces,  and,  when  thrown 
on  an  earthy  fubftance,  effervcfces  like  vinegar. 
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In  this  fpecies  the  patients  frequently  complain 
of  a lenfe  of  burning  in  the  ftomach,  as  if  it 
were  corroded.  Laftly,  the  rancid  crudity  fol- 
lows the  ufe  of  fatty,  oily  articles  of  diet,  and 
efpecially  things  prepared  with  butter  or  milk  ; 
and  the  fauces  and  mouth  are  affeCted  with  eruc- 
tations like  rancid  butter. 

THE  PROGNOSIS, 

1 

41.  I have  fhewn  in  what  manner  the 
different  kinds  of  depraved  digeftion  manifeft 
themfelves*  It  remains  for  me  to  fpeak  of  the 
difeafes  which  are  the  ufual  fequels  of  them. 
Thefe  are  almoft  innumerable  ; but  fuch  as  are  of 
more  frequent  occurrence  feem  to  be,  cardialgia  ; 
colic-pains;  various  kinds  of  al vine  difcharges;  hy- 
pochondriafis  ; cachexy  ; fcurvy  * ; phthifis  ; a- 
trophia  ; obftruCtions  in  the  lower  belly  ; dropfy  ; 
arthritis  ; gout  ; nephritic,  and  other  chronic  af- 
fections ; and  like  wife  acute  or  flow  gaftric  fevers; 
and  putrid,  malignant,  and  fometimes  exanthe- 
malic  fevers.  We  muff  not,  therefore,  negleCt 
fuch  kinds  of  morbid  digeftion,  and,  as  far  as 
the  caufes  of  them  admit,  correCt  them  to  the 
beft  of  our  power.  Our  expectations  of  a cure, 

[ however,  reft  intireiy  upon  the  recency  of  the 
complaint,  upon  its  fiightnefs,  and  upon  the 
traCtablenefs  of  the  patient  in  reftriCting  himlelf 
to  the  regimen  propofed  by  his  phylician.  We 
mutt  not,  however,  haftily  pronounce  our  judg- 
Vol.  V.  Bb 
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ment ; as  a relapfe  of  the  complaint  is  frequently 
occafioned  by  the  flighted  errors  in  the  diet. 
Sometimes,  likewife,  it  is  kept  up  by  caufes 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  remove  ; among  which 
is  to  be  clafled  paralyfis  of  the  ftomach,  which 
is  feldom  and  very  difficultly  curable. 

* The  tranfition  from  depraved  digeftion  to  hypcchondriafis,  and 
from  the  latter  to  fcurvy,  eafily  takes  place.  Upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  Domenico  Bertolati,  an  inhabitant  of  Fayence,  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  of  a melancholico-bilious  temperament,  laboured 
under  an  acid  crudity,  in  confequence  of  which  he  not  only  fell 
into  hypochondriacs,  but  likewife  into  adtual  fcurvy,  confirmed  by 
all  its  fymptoms  5 which,  however,  was  not  of  the  putrid  kind,  as 
it  generally  is,  but  of  an  acid  and  cold  nature.  Such  was  the  ex- 
tent and  progrefs  of  the  fpontaneous  acidity,  that  the  faliva  and 
other  fluids  in  tafte  refembled  the  mofl  acrid  and  corroding  vinegar. 
Nor  could  this  acidity  by  any  contrivance  be  blunted  or  corre&ed, 
although  he  was  under  the  care  of  feveral  excellent  phyficians  for  a 
long  time ; fo  that,  being  at  length  exhaufled  with  a flow  confump- 
tion,  and  the  powers  of  life  gradually  failing,  he  expired.  I have 
feen  a nobleman  of  Florence  labouring  under  fcurvy  from  the  fame 
caufe,  who  was  attended  by  the  profound  and  Ikilful  Manetti. 
Such  was  the  difpofition  to  an  acid  crudity,  that  he  could  neither 
take  the  foup  of  flefh,  nor  flefh  itfelf,  excepting  of  foreign  fowl 
prone  to  alkalefcence.  For  all  other  food,  even  foups  and  flefh, 
contradled  a molt  difagreeable  acidity  on  his  ftomach.  The  vege- 
table diet,  fo  highly  recommended  by  Cocchi,  on  being  feveral 
times  tried,  always  proved  highly  detrimental.  Such  inftances,  I 
confefs,  are  rare,  but  as  they  have  actually  happened,  and  been 
'jvitneffed  by  myfelf,  I could  not  pafs  them  over  unnoticed. 


THE  CURE. 


42.  As  the  caufes  of  the  loathing  of  food  are 
nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  depraved  digeftion,  fo 
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* 

the  indications  and  method  of  cure  propofed  with 
fefpeft  to  it  (34.  to  37.)  apply  to  this  difeafe 
alfo.  In  general,  aperients  and  bitters  are  recom- 
mended, as  promoting  the  fecretion  of  the  gaftric 
juice,  bile,  and  pancreatic  fluid,  increafmg  the 
quantity  of  them,  and  reftoring  their  natural  cra- 
fis.  They  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ufed  in- 
difcriminately,  and  without  a judicious  fele&ion. 
For,  as  in  every  other  difeafe,  the  patient’s  age, 
temperament,  and  fex*  and  the  climate  and  feafon, 
mud  be  confidered  ; and,  according  to  the  variety 
of  thefe*  fometimes  one,  fometimes  another  fet 
of  them*  ought  to  be  employed.  In  warm  and 
dry  temperaments,  the  principal  aperients  and 
bitters  are,  grafs,  fuccory,  forrel,  ftrawherries, 
agrimony,  and  dandelion  ; while,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  cold  and  moift  habits,  it  is  better  to  em- 
ploy the  roots  of  fmallage,  parflev,  carrots,  worm- 
wood, fouthernwood,  horehound,  and  the  like. 

The  fame  may  be  laid  of  cathartics  and  laxatives. 

* 

In  the  former  cafe,  cryftals  of  tartar,  tamarinds, 
manna,  and  neutral  falts  ; in  the  other,  rhubarb, 
aloes,  the  fixed  falts  of  plants,  and  Venice  foap, 
will  be  preferable.  The  precepts  laid  down  in 
the  therapeutics,  therefore,  muft  be  well  attended 
to,  and  the  remedies  cautioufly  accommodated  to 
circumftances. 

43.  In  the  fpecies  of  depraved  digeftion  occa- 
fioned  by  laxity  and  atony  of  the  fibres,  or  p^- 
ralyfis  of  the  nerves,  in  general,  ftrengthening 
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remedies  are  employed  with  advantage.  The 
chief  of  which  are,  orange-peel,  bark,  and  cafca- 
rilla  ; valerian-root,  madder,  and  quafly-wood  ; 
acidulous  chalybeate  waters,  as  thofe  of  Spa,  and 
fimilar  waters  ; and  iron  itfelf,  varioufly  prepared, 
to  be  ufed  diffoived  in  a vegetable  menftruum 
by  perfons  of  a delicate  habit,  but  reduced  to  a 
fine  powder  by  thofe  of  a more  robuft  confuta- 
tion. It  is  likewife  of  the  greateft  fervice,  in  pa- 
ralyfis  of  the  ftomach,  to  wafh  the  patient  with 
cold  water,  to  caufe  lira  to  fwim  in  it,  to  drop 
cold  water  on  the  epigaftrium,  to  frequently  rub 
his  limbs,  to  make  him  ufe  exercile  in  travelling 
and  riding  on  horfeback  ; and  he  ought  to  live  in 
a pure  atmofphere.  When  there  is  too  great  a 
tendency  in  the  meat  to  corrupt  on  the  ftomach, 
flefh  of  the  firmed  texture,  as  beef,  ought  to  be 
employed.  The  acid  crudity  is  beft  prevented 
by  watery  drink,  by  flefh,  particularly  that  of 
fowl  and  game,  fifti,  eggs,  and  pot-herbs  of  the 
cruciform  plants.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rancid 
crudity  is  oppofed  by  acid  and  acefcent  articles, 
by  vegetable  diet,  by  the  legumina  and  farinacea, 
by  acidulous  wine,  and  by  abftinence  from  flefh, 
from  eggs,  and  from  fatty  or  oily  things. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


CONCERNING  NAUSEA  AND  VOMITING. 

44.  Naufea  and  vomiting  appear  to  differ  in 
degree  only.  The  former  generally  precedes  vo- 
miting, and  is  a fruitlefs  defire  to  vomit,  fre- 
quently accompanied  with  fome  effort.  The 

* latter,  or  vomiting,  is  a violent  rejection  by 
the  mouth  of  the  contents  of  the  ftomach,  or 
its  neighbourhood.  But,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  a flight  motion  of  the  fibres  of  the  oefophagus 
and  inverfion  of  the  ftomach  occafion  naufea, 
fo  a more  violent  one,  by  frequently  drawing 
the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  mufcles  into  a fpaft 
modic  contra&ion,  occafions  vomiting. 

45.  The  proximate  caufe  of  each  affedtion  is, 
a convulfive  irritation  of  the  oefophagus,  or  fto- 
mach, or  neighbouring  parts,  of  fuch  a kind, 
however,  that  the  motion  is  inverted  from  below 
upwards.  This  may  be  occafioned  by  all  thofe 
things  which  diminifh,  increafe,  or  vitiate  the 
appetite  (27.  28.  29.),  or  which  retard  the  dige- 
ftion  of  the  food  (39.  40.).  Of  thefe  fome  are 
inherent  in  the  ftomach,  fome  are  fituate  out  of 
it,  but  in  fuch  a way  as  to  affeft  it  by  connec- 
tion, fenfibility,  or  confent.  The  morbid  condi- 
tions inherent  in  the  ftomach,  and  which  excite 
continued  vomiting,  are,  obftru&ion,  callus,  or 
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fcirrhus  of  the  pylorus  ; ulceration,  abfcefs,  her- 
nia *,  or  caner  of  the  ftomach ; relaxation  and 
atony  of  the  cardia  ; blood  diftending  the  veffels 
of  the  flomach,  or  ftagnating  there  ; gaftritis  f ; 
a colluvies  of  vitiated  humours,  the  taking  in,  and 
retaining  of  acrid,  poifonous,  fatty,  and  putrid 
things  ; and  worms.  Thofe  which  exift  out  of 
the  ftomach  are,  external  injuries  of  the  head  ; 
wounding  of  the  brain  ; any  injury  of  the  fenfo- 
rium  commune  ; the  power  of  imagination  ; irri- 
tation of  the  par  vagum , pharynx,  or  larynx  ; 
affedtions  of  the  liver  pancreas,  mefentery, 
fpleen,  kidneys,  and  bladder  ; inflammation, 
fwelling,  obftrudtion,  ftrangulation,  and  fpafm 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  or  inteftines ; the 
motion  of  a carriage  or  fhip,  and  the  light  of  a 
difagreeable  objedt.  P.  C.  Abilgaard  mentions  an 
inftance  of  fympathetic  vomiting  having  been  ex- 
cited in  eonfequence  of  the  application  of  a liga- 
ture to  a farcomatous  tumour  ||. 

* Concerning  hemise  of  the  ftomach,  and  their  effects,  fee  the 
note  at  the  end  of  this  chapter,  fubjoined  to  par.  52. 

f An  infiance  of  vomiting  being  occafioned  by  this  caufe,  and, 
in  eonfequence  of  gangrene  fupervening,  giving  rife  to  death,  ap- 
pears from  a cafe  quoted  by  Baron,  in  the  Paris  tranfatt.  ann.  1748. 
See  alfo  Com . Lij. bf.  vol.  ii.  P.  i.  p.  31. 

% After  the  moft  obflinate  vomiting  of  the  ingefla,  and  of  a 
black  and  fetid  matter,  accompanied  with  bound  belly,  Lieutaud 
difeovered  in  the  body  of  an  old  woman  the  leffer  lobe  of  the  liver 
excavated,  in  which  a putrid  fanies  adhering  had  corroded  the  flo- 
mach, and  opened  a paffage  for  itfclf  into  it.  H\/l.  anat . med.  i. 
Vol.  i.  p.  35.  |j  Collett,  foe.  med%  Jtiaun,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 
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46.  Hence  the  varieties  of  naufea  and  vomiting 
are  manifold.  For  the  complaint  is  either  idiopa- 
thic , or  fympathetic ; primary , or  fecondary , and 
fymptomatic ; as  alio  periodical , frequent , falutary , 
critical , noxious , &c.  Likewife,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  matter  eje&ed,  vomiting  is  divided 
into  phlegmatic , bilious , eruginous%  atrabiliaryy 
black , verminous , Jlercoraceous , bloody , &c.  But 
it  is  not  uncommon  even  for  blood  to  be  effufed 
into  the  ftomach,  and  to  be  thrown  up  by  vo- 
miting, and  for  this  to  happen  in  fome  of  the 
ways  in  which  other  hemorrhages  take  place.  A 
more  frequent  caufe,  however,  is  an  obftruflion 
of  the  fpleen.  For  the  vafa  brevia  being  filled 
with  ftagnant  blood  open,  and  pour  their  con- 
tents into  the  ftomach* 

CHOLERA. 

' ' 

47.  If  frequent  vomiting  takes  place,  while 
at  the  fame  time  a purging  happens,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a copious  and  violent  evacuation 
from  the  mouth  and  anus  is  occafioned,  the  com- 
plaint is  named  cholera . It  is  a difeafe  full  of 
danger,  and  frequently  proves  fatal  in  a few  days, 
or  even  hours.  It  arifes  from  the  caufe  of  the 
vomiting  being  propagated  likewife  to  the  inte- 
ftines  and  other  abdominal  vifcera,  or  from  a 
fpafmodic  and  inordinate  agitation  of  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  in  confequence  of  which,  what- 
ever is  contained  in  them,  or  is  carried  thither,  i$ 
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violently  expelled.  Its  more  frequent  remote 
caufes  are,  the  immoderate  ufe  of  ripe  fruits,  li- 
quor and  food  apt  to  run  into  fermentation,  very 
acrid  bile,  acrid  purgatives,  emetics,  and,  laftly, 
fome  peculiar  acrimony  generated  in  the  fydem, 
or  introduced  into  it.  Its  attacks  are  mod  fre- 
quent in  the  fummer-time.  It  is  generally  dif- 
tinguifhed  into  molji  and  dry . The  dry  takes 

place,  either  when  a copious  difcharge  of  fluid 
happens  from  the  anus  alone,  or  mouth,  or,  con- 
trary to  what  happens  in  the  humid  fpecies,  a 
very  fparing  general  evacuation  occurs*  It  is  like- 
wife  divided  into  fpiirious  and  true.  In  the  for- 
mer, the  meat  and  drink  are  palled  in  a ftate  of 
corruption;  in  the  latter,  the  bile  or  other  fluids 
are  voided  putrid.  When  it  is  fevere,  it  is  ac- 
companied with  fever,  although  it  is  defcribed  by 
mod  authors  as  having  been  obferved  unaccom- 
panied with  it. 

HICCUP, 

48.  Hiccup  frequently  precedes  or  fucceeds 
to  vomiting.  At  one  time,  however,  it  is  foli- 
tary,  at  another  it  fupervenes  upon  other  com- 
plaints. It  may  be  defined  to  be,  the  fudden  and 
exceflive  interruption  of  the  breath,  when  very 
rapidly  infpired,  in  confequence  of  which  it  is  ex- 
pelled with  filch  force  from  the  bread,  that,  dri- 
king  againd  the  glottis  and  fauces,  it  occafions  a 
momentary  found  of  a peculiar  kind.  Its  chief 
$ud  proximate  caufe  appears  to  be,  a fpafmodic, 
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troublefome,  and  violent  contraction  of  the  dia- 
phragm, which  is  fo  great,  that  for  a moment 
the  bottom  of  the  thorax  is  drawn  in  with  pain, 
and  violently  comprefles  the  lungs.  In  general, 
the  abdominal  mufcles  alfo  are  at  the  fame  time 
convulfed,  in  confequence  of  which  the  thorax 
being  more  and  more  conftrided,  a more  violent 
expulfion  of  the  air  from  the  lungs  takes  place. 
The  ftomach  alfo,  the  oefophagus,  and  the  glottis 
itfelf,  appear  to  be  affeded  at  the  fame  time. 
Nay,  the  commencement  of  the  complaint  is  ge- 
nerally in  the  ftomach  itfelf,  and  is  propagated 
from  thence  to  other  parts. 

49.  Whatever,  therefore,  can  diftrad,  or 
fharply  irritate  the  oefophagus,  ftomach,  larynx, 
and  diaphragm,  either  immediately  or  remotely, 
will  be  liable  to  occafion  hiccup.  Of  this  kind 
are,  large  bolufTes  paffing  the  oefophagus  with  dif- 
ficulty, a large  draught  fuddenly  taken,  too  great 
fulnefs  and  diftenfion  of  the  ftomach,  acrid  food, 
medicine,  poifon  or  fluid  of  any  kind  taken  into 
the  ftomach,  a violent  cough,  pus,  water,  or 
ichor  colleCted  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  irri- 
tating the  phrenic  nerves,  or  diaphragm  ; all 
kinds  of  convuifive  affedions  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera,  efpecialiy  of  the  inteftines,  and  of  the  blad- 
der ; and,  laftly,  inflammation,  wounding,  dif- 
tradion,  erofion,  and  fimilar  affedions  of  the  dia- 
phragm itfelf. 
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TH£  DIAGNOSIS  AND  PROGNOSIS. 

i 

50.  The  diagnofis  of  all  thefe  affe&ions  (44. 
47 • 48*)  is  eafy.  Nor  is  the  prognofis  attended 
with  much  difficulty.  Immediately  previous  to 
vomiting,  a more  copious  flow  of  faliva  takes 
place  ; the  under  lip  quivers ; the  hypochondres 
become  tenfe  ; and  naufea,  with  turning  of  the 
flomach,  occurs.  But  both  naufea  and  vomiting, 
when  they  are  occafioned  by  inconfiderable  cau- 
fes,  are  free  of  danger,  and  vice  verfa . Cufto- 

mary,  or  critical  vomiting,  or  vomiting  of  a fu- 
perfiuous,  indigeftible,  putrid  aliment  or  fluid, 
returning  at  intervals,  is  generally  falutary.  It  is 
likewife  ufeful  when  it  throws  off  poifons  which 
have  been  fwallowed  ; if  it  fupervenes  upon  a 
loofenefs  ; and  if  neither  from  the  quantity  nor 
quality,  or  concomitant  circumftances,  it  gives 
caufe  for  alarm.  It  is  worfe  if  it  be  pure,  or 
greenifh,  or  bloody,  efpecially  when  fupervening 
on  exanthematic  difeafes  * ; or  livid,  or  famous, 
or  fetid,  or  ftercoraceous,  or  black.  But  the 
worft  kind  is  that  which  is  varioufly  diverfified, 
or  when  it  is  followed  by  convulfions,  hiccup, 
lofs  of  ftrength,  labour,  or  anxiety  ; as  alfo  that 
which  fupervenes  on  difeafes  of  the  head,  incar- 
cerated hernia,  ileus,  and  inflammations.  That 
which  proceeds  from  pregnancy,  or  fuppreflion 
of  the  menfes,  although  it  be  bloody  f , does  not 
occafion  great  danger ; nor  is  that  kind  always 
hurtful  which  is  occafioned  by  congeftion  of  the 
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fpleen,  unlefs  it  be  accompanied  with  grumous, 
thick,  acrid,  or  atrabiliary  blood* 

* See  Vol.  II.  & III.  Concerning  the  Exanthematic  Complaints , 
where  frequent  mention  is  made  of  naufea  and  vomiting , as  iymp* 
toms  of  them. 

f The  following  inftance  of  vomiting  of  blood  and  fldh,  as 
being  uncommon,  and  terminating  favourably,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  tranfcribe  from  the  author’s  papers.  [Germ.  Editor], 

“ A woman,  in  confequence  of  long  complaining  of  naufea  and 
lofs  of  appetite,  was  gently  purged.  Afterwards,  however,  (he 
was  feized  with  vomiting,  in  confequence  of  which,  much  blood, 
with  two  pieces  of  flefh,  were  thrown  up.  One  piece  refembled  a 
pike’s  liver,  the  other  the  fubftance  of  the  lungs,  and  was  very 
large.  Afterwards  Ihe  was  reftored  to  her  former  health  by  means 
of  ilrengthening  remedies.  See  the  Mifcel.  N.  C.  an.  vi.  obf.  xxx. 
p.  63. 

51.  The  fpurious,  or  dry  cholera,  is  free  of 
danger.  But  the  moift  and  true  fpecies  is  a very 
acute,  and  frequently  fatal  complaint.  It  is  fome- 
times  refolved  by  a critical  fvveat,  or  by  urine 
voided  with  heat.  Not  unfrequently  it  induces 
inflammation,  gangrene,  fyncope,  or  lientery, 
and  flow  fevers.  Hiccup,  which  is  alike  fami- 
liar to  children,  hypochondriacal  and  hyflericai 
people,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  dreaded  as  that 
which  fupervenes  upon  acute  difeafes  and  malig- 
nant fevers,  ileus,  encyfted  hernia,  exceflive  eva- 
cuations, efpecially  hepatitis,  ifchuria  veficalis , 
and  wounds  of  the  fla-mach  and  diaphragm* 
Sneezing  when  it  arifes  allays  hiccup. 
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THE  CURE. 

t \ 

52.  The  cure  is  performed  by  thofe  remedies 
which  remove  the  caufes.  Naufea,  vomiting, 
cholera,  and  hiccup,  are  allayed,  if  the  caufe  of 
them  be  in  the  ftomach,  oefophagus,  or  duode- 
num, by  thofe  things  which  gently  promote  vo- 
miting ; by  diluents,  demulcents,  oily  remedies, 
and  clyfters  ; and,  laftly,  by  ftrengthening  reme- 
dies, and  anodynes  containing  opium  *.  Under 
this  head  likewife  fall,  pure  wine  drunk  warm, 
fait  of  wormwood  mixed  with  lemon-juice,  and 
other  remedies,  of  whatever  kind,  which  prove 
agreeable  to  the  ftomach,  and  applied  externally 
alfo  with  theriae.  If  they  proceed  from  other 
caufes,  thefe  mult  be  occafionally  oppofed  ; or 
at  leaf!  the  fymptoms  mull  be  mitigated  by  pro- 
per remedies.  Comparctt  mentions  having  cu- 
red a cafe  of  vomiting  which  happened  in  the  ho- 
fpital  of  Padua,  ann.  1771,  in  confequence  of  a 
fwelling  of  the  pylorus,  by  employing  corrofive 
fubiimate  f.  Michellott  cured  a vomiting  of 
blood  yielding  to  no  remedies,  which  happened  to 
a young  man  during  the  winter-feafon,  by  means 
of  very  cold  drink  J.  The  powers  of  mufk,  cam- 
phor, and  opium,  in  cafes  of  hiccup  occafioned  by 
malignant  and  pernicious  vapours  affedting  the 
diaphragm  and  ftomach,  and  likewife  the  efficacy 
of  an  application  of  cantharides,  are  now  fo  well 
known,  that  it  is  unneceiTary  to  dwell  upon  them. 
When  the  difeafe  has  been  removed,  the  mceft 
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regimen,  with  refpedt  to  diet,  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed, that  the  complaint,  as  very  frequently  hap- 
pens, may  not  return. 

* See,  in  the  following  chapter,  (par.  70.  in  the  note  ff),  the 
obfervations  concerning  the  anti-emetic  virtue  of  Columbo  root, 
and  other  remedies  for  allaying  vomiting,  mentioned  in  par.  111. 

f Occur f med.  p.  343.  But  Fibraci  contends,  that  many  bad 
confequences  are  occafioned  in  the  ftomach  by  the  ufe  of  corrolive 
fublimate,  and  that  chronic  difeafes  frequently  follow  its  employ- 
ment ( Mem.  de  Vac  ad.  de  chir.  vol,  iv.)  ; although  fome  complaints 
appear  to  be  occafionally  overcome  by  it.  F.  C.  Pvledicus  feems  to 
entertain  the  fame  opluion.  See  Suppl.  ii.  ad  decad.  ii.  Com.  L'tpJ \ 
p.  235. 

Com.  tnfl.  fcient.  Bonon.  See,  in  the  Adverf.  med.prad.  of  Lud- 
wig, P.  i.  p.  165.  an  effay  entitled  Differ taiio  de  ratione  venefedionh  in 
vomit  u cruento  lab  or  antibus . 

Note. In  conclufion,  I (hall  adduce  fome  remarks  taken 

from  the  author’s  papers,  relating  to  vomiting  and  its  effedls. 
“ Hildanus  mentions  a hernia  of  the  ftomach,  which  fucceeded  to 
the  violent  reaching  and  vomiting  occafioned  by  fwallowing  an  eme- 
tic. Garangeot  alio,  in  vol.  iii.  of  the  Acad.  chir.  L'ar.  relates  two 
hiftories  of  a fimilar  hernia,  which  were  probably  unjuftly  called  in 
queftion  by  Gunz,  in  his  treatife  on  Hernia , publifhed  at  Leipfic, 
an.  1 774»  while  he  himfelf  adduces  proper  inftances  of  this  kind  of 
hernia.  ri  he  fymptoms  are,  a loft  fwelling  in  the  epigaftric  region, 
more  or  lefs  extenfive,  which  yields  and  difappears  in  the  fupine 
pofture  \ vomiting  aud  depraved  digeftion ; anxiety  \ fuffocation  5 
a rending  fenfation  ^ pains  $ and  bound  belly.  It  is  preceded  by 
violent  blows.  On  the  hernia  being  replaced,  and  forcibly  re- 
tained, tne  fymptoms  ceafe.”  See  likewife  Piplet  the  younger  p 
Mem.  de  Vacad.  de  chir . vol.  xi.  p,  294.  [Germ.  Jiditord] 
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CHAPTER  V. 

CONCERNING  LOOSENESS  OF  THE  BOWELS. 

' 53*  fay  that  the  belly  is  loofe  when  the 
faeces  are  frequently  paffed  in  a liquid  ftate,  and 
having  a different  appearance  from  that  which  is 
natural.  The  chief  kinds  of  loofenefs  are  reduced 
under  lientery,  coeliae  paflion,  diarrhoea,  and  dy- 
fentery ; and,  laftly,  the  bloody  fluxes,  namely, 
hemorrhages,  the  hepatic  and  black  flux.  Each 
of  thefe,  therefore,  merit  a ftiort  difcuffion. 

LIENTERY. 

54.  When  the  meat  and  drink,  without  un« 
dergoing  digeftion  or  corruption,  but  in  the  fame 
crude  ftate  in  which  they  have  been  taken  in, 
fcarce  at  all  changed,  are  paffed  quickly  without 
pain,  or  a mixture  of  blood  or  bile, — whe  her  the 
food  be  liquid  or  folid,— the  affeftion  is  named  by 
the  Greeks  lientery , and  by  the  Latins  lavitasintefti- 
norurn . The  proximate  caufe  of  fuch  a difcharge 
feems  to  be,  weaknefs  of  the  digeftive  powers* 
and  too  great  laxity  of  the  fibres  of  the  pylorus, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  mere  power  of  the 
refpiration  forces  down  the  food  from  the  fto- 
mach  undigefted.  Sometimes,  however,  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  pylorus  has  been  obferved  to  be  en- 
larged without  lientery  *.  I am  difpofed  to  think, 
therefore,  that  in  lientery  the  irritability  of  the 
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ftomach  and  inteftines  is  increafed,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  ingefta  are  expelled  fooner  than 
their  digeftion  requires.  This  is  proved  by  the 
caufes  preceding  lientery  (for  it  is  frequently  pre- 
ceded or  accompanied  by  cynorexia),  as  alfo  by 
the  method  of  treatment  to  which  it  generally 
yields  ; for  it  is  frequently  cured  by  the  remedies 
oppofed  to  excefiive  irritability.  I do  not  deny, 
however,  that  fometimes  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
mach, and  fluggifhnefs  of  the  digeftive  fluids, 
are  conjoined  with  excefiive  irritability  of  the  in- 
teftines \ . 

* Morgagni,  EpiJ}.  anat.  med.  xxxi.  n.  7. 

f Exceflive  irritability  of  the  inteftines  is  fometimes  blamed  by 
Tan  Swieten,  § 719.  Vid.  Pro  caufa  vires, 

THE  C CELIAC  PASSION. 

55-  The  celiac  pajjion , or  cceliac  flux , as  it  is 
named,  differs  little  from  lientery.  In  it  the 
ftools  confift  of  digefted  food,  but  are  thin  and 
white,  in  confequence  of  being  interfperfed  with 
chyle.  The  fault  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  morbid  or  defective  adion  of  the  fto- 
mach ; but  its  real  caufe  may  be  confidered  as 
being  checked  abforption  of  chyle  into  the  lac- 
teals,  either  from  defed  of  the  bile  and  pancrea- 
tic juice,  which  have  not  fufficiently  attenuated 
the  chyle ; or  from  a fault  of  the  inteftines, 
on  account  of  their  being  too  weak  and  lan- 
guid ; or  from  the  ladeal  veflels  having  loft  their 
power  of  abforption,  cr  being  clofed,  obftruded, 
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or  comprefled,  by  a cicatrix,  and  denying  a paiT- 
age  to  the  chyle.  All  of  which  circumftances,  as 
they  may  take  place  from  a variety  of  caufes,  rea- 
dily appear  to  a perfon  who  is  even  flightly  ac- 
quainted with  phyfiology. 

_ . . • 

DIARRHCEA. 

56.  As  in  the  alvine  difcharges  mentioned 
above,  it  is  neceffary  principally  to  confider  the 
nature  cf  the  matter  paffed  ; fo,  in  the  following 
one,  the  quantity  of  it  is  chiefly  attended  to* 
Every  frequent,  thin,  and  copious  difcharge  by 
the  belly,  whether  it  confifts  of  putrid  and  liquid 
faeces,  or  the  bile,  mucus,  fat,  ferum,  or  all  of 
thefe  be  mixed  with  them,  is  named  diarrhoea . 
It  is  generally  unaccompanied  with  pain  ; fome- 
times,  however,  fome  pain  is  perceived  in  the 
inteftines.  But,  according  as  one  humour  is  dis- 
charged more  copioufly  than  the  others,  it  is  na- 
med, either  billons , or  mucous , or  plnguedinous , or 
fcrous , or  aqueous , and  colliquative . It  is  divided 
alfo  into  critical  and  fymptomatlc . 

^7.  Its  proximate  caufe  is,  too  copious  an  ap- 
pulfe  of  humours  to  the  inteftines,  and  an  increa~ 
fed  periftaltic  motion,  in  confequence  of  which 
they  are  not  proportionably  taken  up  by  the  ab- 
forbents.  The  remote  caufes  are,  copious  drink, 
whether  warm  or  cold,  which  is  carried  neither 
to  the  kidneys,  nor  to  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  fuf- 
ficiently  foon  ; acrimonies  introduced  into  the  fy- 
ftem  along  with  the  food,  drink,  air,  and  medi- 
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cines,  or  generated  internally  by  ftagnation, 
dyfpepfia,  and  putrefaction ; an  accumulation 
and  depravation  of  the  fluid  ot  the  ftomach  % 
inteftines,  pancreas,  and  liver  ; fuppreflion  of 
watery  excretions  of  every  kind,  and  of  the  in- 
fenfible  perfpiration ; tranflations  of  acrid  and 
vitiated  matters  to  the  internal  parts  of  the 
lyftem ; dyfcrafy  of  the  whole  blood,  or  un- 
equable diftribution  of  it,  and  a conflux  of  it  to 
the  internal  parts,  on  account,  of  laxity  of  the  fibres 
of  the  inteftinal  canal ; a deranged  ftate  of  the 
nerves  ; emotions  of  mind,  elpecially  anger  ; diffi- 
cult dentition  ; worms ; the  immoderate  ufe  of 
fruits  and  fermenting  things  • unpurified  wine  ; 
putrid  waters  f;  exceflive  heat ; and  acute  fevers* 

* Sometimes  the  caufe  of  diarrhoea  has  been  difcovered  in  the 
ftomach  itfelf.  See  Morgagni,  EpiJ}.  anat.  med . xxxi.  n.  9.  10. 

f Pringle  and  Hebenftreit  affirm  this  5 sdnthropologia  forenj, i 
feel.  i.  c.  ii.  § 1 2» 

DYSENTERY. 

58.  When  to  the  loofe  ftools  are  fuper- 
added  tormina  and  frequent  pains  of  the 
bowels,  with  a frequent  defire  of  going  to 
jftool,  while  the  feces  are  very  fetid,  and  fre- 
quently finall  in  quantity,  intermixed  with  mu- 
cus-like  fat,  or  with  blood  *,  or  fometimes  even 
abound  with  filaments,  caruncufe,  and  thin 
membranes,  filch  a complaint  is  named  dyfentery. 
This  complaint  was  named  by  Gelfus  tormina . 
Hence  it  appears  that  diarrhoea  and  dyfentery 
differ  in  degree  only,  as  in  the  latter  the  fymp- 
Vol.  V.  G c 
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toms'  are  much  more  fevere,  and  the  proximate 
caufe,  which  depends  upon  feme  acrimony,  af- 
fects the  fallibility  more,  proves  more  irritating, 
and  adheres  more  firmly  to  the  inteflines,  velii- 
cating,  corroding,  inflaming,  and  exciting  them 
to  action  ; caufing  pains,  fpafms,  and  dejections  ; 
abrading  the  mucus ; expreffing  the  blood  from 
the  dilated  or  lacerated  extremities  of  the  veflfels  ; 
or  tearing  filaments  and  membranous  parts  from 
the  villous  coat  of  the  inteRines,  and  forcing  them 
out  with  the  feces.  If  the  fmall intejlines  only  be 
affected,  the  pain  is  moR  acute  and  moft  excru- 
ciating about  the  umbilicus ; the  belly  is  not  eva- 
cuated immediately  after  the  pains  ; and  the 
blood  is  mixed  more  with  the  feces.  If  the  large 
uiteftincs  be  affected,  the  pain  is  more  obtufe,  not 
fo  conftant,  is  more  diRant  from  the  umbilicus, 
and  immediately  followed  by  Rods ; and  the 
blood  and  purulent  matter  Rightly  adhere  to  the 
excrements,  or  only  float  upon  them.  But  it 
frequently  happens  that  both  parts  of  the  intefli- 
nal  canal  are  affected,  in  which  cafe  thefe  pheno- 
mena are  obferved  to  be  combined  together. 


* Although  blood  be  abfent,  if  the  other  fymptoms  be  prefenfc, 
the  difeafe  is  dyfsntery,  as  Sydenham  aifo  observes,  feet.  iv.  c.  iii. 

99.  The  remote  caufes  are  nearly  the  fame  as 
thole  of  diarrhoea  (56.).  Among  thefe  are  to  be 
enumerated,  u a hot  fummer,  fueceeding  to  a 
dry,  cold  winter,  but  a rainy,  warm  fpring  *. — 
A dry,  cold  fpring,  fuccceding  to  a warm,  rainy, 
mild  winter  f;’'  a continuation  of  dry  weather; 
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exceffive  heat ; warm  climates  ; the  moift  atmo- 
fphere  of  low  fituations ; fudden  and  unufuafe 
cold  ; a choleric  or  atrabiliary  temperament ; and 
the  meridian  of  life  J. 

* Hippdcr.  aph.iii.  n.  11.  f Id.  aph.  iii.  n.  i 2.  J Id.  n.  30. 

60.  Befides,  dyfentery  is  foinetimes  fporadic , 
fometimes  epidemic ; fometimes  &cute,  at  other 
times  chronic ; fometimes  benign , malignant , con* 
tagious , and  confined  to  camps  ; fometimes  it  is 
conjoined  with  tenefmus,  fometimes  it  terminates 
in  it,  and  fometimes  it  is  free  of  it.  Tenefmus, 
again,  is  that  troublefome  and  painful  irritation 
of  the  redtum,  which  occafions  generally  a fruit- 
Jtfs  and  repeated  defire  of  going  to  (tool.  It  ap- 
pears to  arife  from  exceffive  fenlibility  of  the  rec- 
tum, occafioned  by  the  abfence  of  the  mucus, 
and  denudation  of  the  inner  coat,  in  confequence 
of  which,  upon  the  application  of  any  ftimulus, 
it  contradls  violently,  and  is  drawn,  as  it  were, 
into  a ball,  caufing  the  deceptions  fenfation  of  a 
body  attempting  its  paffage.  Tenefmus  may 
likewife  be  prefent  without  dyfentery.  For  the 
redtum,  when  irritated  by  acrid  mucus,  by  a 
fpafm,  by  afearides,  by  inflammation,  by  the  piles, 
by  calculi  in  the  bladder,  and  by  indurated  faeces 
retained  in  the  inteftines,  falls  into  this  com- 
plaint. But  in  that  cafe  there  is  only  a difeharge 
of  mucus  tinged  with  blood,  and  a prolapfus  ani 
frequently  happens ; while  the  feces,  when 
voided,  preferve  their  natural  form,  colour,  and 
condition. 
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BLOODY  FLUX. 

6 1.  A bloody  difcharge  from  the  inteftines  13 
alfo  pretty  frequently  mentioned  by  practitioners, 
and  is  faid  to  be  prefent  when  pure  blood,  as 
in  hemorrhages,  or  that  which  is  diluted,  or  dark 
coloured,  or  black,  or  fhining,  comes  off  along 
with  the  ftools.  For,  in  confequence  of  the  erup- 
tion, dilatation,  or  erofion  of  the  vefiels  of  the 
ftomach,  inteftines,  liver,  or  pancreas  *,  fre- 
quently a great  quantity  of  blood  is  poured  out, 
giving  rife  to  a bloody  flux  from  the  belly.  If 
the  blo<  <d  be  difcharged  pure,  bright,  and  in  large 
quantity,  without  fymptoms  of  the  hemorrhoids 
flowing,  it  is  named  by  Lieutaud  fluxus  mefenie - 
ricusy  but  more  properly  hemorrhagia  intejlinalis . 
If  the  blood  be  more  diluted,  and  like  water  in 
which  flefli  has  been  waflied,  it  is  named  by  the 
ancients  Jluxus  hepaticus , and  by  us  the  dyfenteria 
hepatica  of  Gordon  or  Ballonius,  or  the  hepatlr - 
rhcea  vera  of  Sauvages.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  car- 
ried from  the  veflels  of  the  liver  by  the  duChis 
choledochus,  when  the  liver  labours  under  atony 
and  laxity,  or  any  other  morbid  date,  as  ulcera- 
tion or  abfcefs.  I will  not  take  upon  me  to  deny 
the  exiftence  of  the  real  hepatic  flux,  noticed  by 
Lieutaud  and  Ludwig,  But  a fimilar  one,  and 
indeed  unaccompanied  with  pain,  has  been  fome- 
times  obferved  to  proceed  from  the  inteftines  and 
pancreas,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  moft  mo- 
derns, among  whom  are  Riverius,  Ettmuller, 
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Lieutaud,  Ludwig,  and  Sauvages.  This  flux 
has  been  named  by  Trallianus  the  cceliac  affe5lion\ . 
The  difeafe  by  Celfus  named  ceeliacus  ventriculi 
morbus  is  accompanied  with  hardnefs  and  paia 
of  the  abdomen,  bound  belly,  difficult  relpiration, 
and  flatulency  At  length,  if  the  ftools  become 
black,  fetid,  and  acrid,  and,  what  is  worfe,  fin- 
ning, the  Jluxus  niger , and  jluxus  atrabilaris,  or 
the  morbus  niger  of  Hippocrates  and  Hoffman,  or 
the  jluxus  fpleneticus  of  Gordon,  or  the  dyfenteria 
fplenetica  of  Ballonius,  are  faid  to  take  place* 
For  it  generally  arifes  from  coagulated,  ftagnant, 
putrid,  black,  acrid  blood,  fometimes  from  the 
rupture,  fometimes  from  the  erofion,  of  the  vef- 
fels  of  perfons  labouring  under  cancerous  ulcers  of 
the  ftomach,  or  inteftines.  And  fuch  bloody  dis- 
charges fupervene,  efpecially  in  fcorbutic  people, 
when  accuftomed  evacuations  are  fupprefled ; in 
perfons  labouring  under  fevers  of  a bad  kind,  both 
continued  and  intermitting;  in  melancholic  people, 
and  in  thofe  affe&ed  with  an  obftru&ion  of  the 
fpleen  or  liver. 

* Boerhaave  thinks  that  this  happens  when  a cathaitic  is  taken 
by  a perfon  labouring  under  a fcirrhous  pancreas . In  confequence  of 
its  increaling  the  circulation,  the  veflels  about  the  fchirrhus  are 
preffed  upon,  and  at  length  burft.  De  virib,  medic  am,  p.  205. 

f L.  viii.  J L.  iv.  c.  xii. 

YHE  PROGNOSIS . 

62.  In  lientery , and  in  the  caliac  pajfion , the 
patients  derive  no  benefit  from  their  aliment,  but 
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fall  into  a bad  habit  of  body,  as  atrophia,  tabes } 
and  dropfy.  There  is  a burning  heat  in  the  hy- 
pochondres,  accompanied  with  mod  diftreffing 
third,  and  fometimes  loathing  of  food.  Some- 
times the  difeafe  is  prolonged,  at  other  times  it 
quickly  cuts  off  the  patient.  It  is  more  eafily  re- 
moved in  early  life,  if  the  urine  flow  copioufly, 
and  the  body  begin  to  be  nourifhed.  It  is  very 
difficultly  cured  in  advanced  life,  especially  if  it 
have  fucceeded  to  long-continued  dyfentery,  if 
the  mouth  be  ulcerated,  the  face  red,  the  belly 
thin  and  wrinkled,  and  if  it  affedt  old  people 
long.  “ In  long-continued  lientery,  erudlations 
Supervening  for  the  firft  time  afford  a favourable 
prognoftic.”  Hippocr.  aph.  vi.  n.  1. 

63.  In  every  loofenefs  of  the  belly,  the  follow- 
ing prognoftic  of  Hippocrates  ought  to  be  kept 
in  remembrance : “ In  derangement  of  the 
bowels,  and  fpontaneous  vomiting,  if  natural 
{tools  be  palled,  they  are  eafily  borne  ; other- 
wife,  not  V’  Celfus,  likewife,  appolitely  re- 
marks : “ It  is  frequently  a good  fign  for  the 
belly  to  continue  loofe  for  a day,  and  when  it 
ceafes  to  do  fo  within  fevea  days ; for  the  body 
is  purged,  and  the  morbid  matter  advantageoufly 
evacuated.  But  continuance  of  the  complaint  is 
dangerous : for  fometimes  it  occafions  tormina 
and  fever,  and  reduces  the  ftrength  f.”  To  this 
place  belong  other  prognoftics  of  Hippocrates. 

After  a long- continued  diarrhoea,  fpontaneous 
yomiting  fupervening  removes  the  difeafe 
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When  patients  labouring  under  ophthalmia  are 
feized  with  a diarrhoea,  it  is  a favourable  ly nip- 
tom  |L- — If  a violent  diarrhoea  fapervene  on  a leu- 
cophlegmatia,  vit  relolves  the  difeale  §, — When 
patients  labouring  under  fever  have  become  deal, 
a difeharge  of  blood  from  the  nofe,  or  a loofenefs 
coming  on,  puts  a Hop  to  the  dileafe  11 . — A loofenef  s 
fometimes  removes  a pain  of  the  prxcordia,  legs, 
and  lower  parts,  iuddenly  occafioned  without  fe- 
ver**. In  difeharges  from  the  bowels,  changes 
of  the  fxces  taking  place  are  ferviceable,  if  they 
do  not  take  place  for  the  worfe  — Perfons 

who  labour  under  a long-continued  diarrhoea  are 
not  freed  from  the  complaint  unlefs  violent  pains 
take  place  in  the  feet 

Aph.  ii.  Ted.  1.  f Lib.  ii.  c.  x£  t Apli.  fed.  vi.  ri.15. 
fj  Coac.  224.  Dcjudtc.  83.  § Aph.  fed.  vii.  11.  1 5.  and  Coac, 

457.482.  Aph.  viv  n.  60.  Coac.  210.  **  Coac.  294. 

j f Aph.  ii.  n.  14.  De  indicat.  11.17. 

64.  The  fymptoms  which  follow  are  of  a more 
unfavourable  kind.  <s  A diarrhoea  fupervening 
upon  a chronic  complaint  is  unfavourable* — If 
a violent  diarrhoea  occur  in  pregnancy,  it  endan- 
gers abortion  f.”  This,  however,  does  not  inva- 
riably happen  ; for  fometimes  during  the  whole 
period  of  pregnancy  the  belly  continues  loofb 
without  harm,  ceafing  to  continue  fo  on  delivery. 
Hence,  as  the  phyheian’s  aid  is  exerted  in  vain, 
it  is  to  be  intruded  to  nature  “ Very  red  ex- 
crements being  palled  in  a loofenefs  of  the  belly 
are  bad  5 it  is  alfo  very  unfavourable  when  they 


4oS 


OF  LOOSENESS  OF  THE  BOWELS. 

are  of  a palifh  or  whitifti  green,  or  frothy,  or 
watery.  It  is  likewife  unfavourable  when  the 
excrements  are  fmall  in  quantity,  glutinous, 
fmooth,  and  of  a pale  green.  It  is  a very  bad 
fymptom  alfo,  when  a loofenefs  takes  place  in  co- 
matofe  affedtions  |] — When  the  belly  becomes 
very  loofe  in  ardent  fever,  it  threatens  death  §. — 
When  perfons  labour  under  tabes,  and  their  hair 
falls  out,  on  a diarrhoea  fupervening  they  are 
carried  oft  U — A diarrhoea  fupervening  in  tabes 
is  fatal  ■**.- — In  thofe  who  have  been  long  falling 
off,  unaccuftomed  purging  of  the  belly,  rafhly 
induced,  and  accompanied  with  a tremulous 
voice,  announce  death  j\” 

* Apli.  v.  fed.  viii.  f Aph.  xxxiv.  fed.  v. 

X Scardona  (De  morb.  inulier.  c.  ix.  § 5.)  very  properly  obferves  j 
il  That  it  has  been  remarked  by  Hippocrates,  that  a pregnant  woman 
labouring  under  dyfentery,  if  (he  be  to  recover  from  her  illnefs, 
ought  to  be  relieved,  either  upon  the  day  of  delivery,  or  fnortly 
after  it.”  The  fame  are  the  oblervations  of  Schenck  and  Mauiiceau. 
(j  Coac.6n»  § Coac.  129.  *J[  Aph.  xii.  fed.  v.  **  Aph.  xiv. 

fed:,  v.  ff  Coac . 63 4.  258. 

65.  Dyfentery  is  not  a flight  difeafe,  ,efpe- 
cially  the  malignant  fpecies,  which  is  accom- 
panied with  fever,  and  the  epidemic  one.  In 
it  inflammation,  or  gangrene,  often  fupervenes. 
Sometimes,  likewife,  dyfentery  terminates  in  ul- 
cers of  the  inteftines.  u Dyfentery  accompanied 
with  thin  ftools  is  unfavourable  *. — When  a bi- 
lious vomiting  occurs  in  perfons  labouring  under 
tenefmus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  it 
h a had  fymptom  f. — Dyfenteries  which  com- 
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tnence  with  naufea,  to  which  vomiting  afterwards 
fucceeds,  are  almoft  all  fatal,”  as  Baglivi  obferves; 
that  is , if  inflammation  be  prefent  in  the  inte- 
(iines  “ All  tormina  are  bad,  if  they  come  on 
with  fever,  accompanied  with  various  coloured 
fseces,  or  inflammation  of  the  liver,  prsecordia,  or 
abdomen,  or  if  they  be  attended  with  great  pain, 
depriving  the  patient  of  appetite,  and  occafi  >r  ng 
third  !j . — In  dyfenteries  of  long  (landing,  loathin  g 
of  food  is  an  unfavourable  fymptom,  both  at 
other  times,  and  when  fever  fupervcnes  ~ 
If  dyfentery  be  occafioned  by  black  bile,  it  proves 
fatal  If.”  For  black  bile  is  extremely  cauftic, 
and  quickly  occafions  gangrene.  “ If,  when  a 
perfon  labours  under  dyfentery,  carunculse  come 
off,  it  proves  fatal  **.— When  a perfon  labour- 
ing under  obftru&ion  of  the  fpleen  is  feized 
with  dyfentery,  which  terminates  in  dropfy  or 
lientery,  he  is  carried  oflf ff . — Whenever  a pa- 
tient labours  under  mod  of  the  bad  fymptoms,  it 
very  quickly  proves  fatal  — This  difeafe  proves 

fatal  chiefly  to  children  between  the  fifth  and 
tenth  year  ; other  periods  of  life  run  lefs  rifk  §§.” 
When  the  complaint  originates  from  a metaftafis, 
it  is  more  dangerous  than  when  it  proceeds  from 
the  ingefta.  When  the  pains  fuddenly  ceafe,  and 
are  fucceeded  by  an  involuntary  difcharge  of  black 
fetid  (tools,  accompanied  with  lofs  of  ftrength,  a 
(mail,  weak  pulfe,  and  other  bad  fymptoms,  it 
denotes  that  the  dyfentery  has  terminated  in  a fa- 
tal gangrene.  It  is  generally  a fymptom  of  death, 


4io 


OF  LOOSENESS  OF  THE  BOWELS* 


when  the  Aenefmus  is  fo  violent  that  the  fphinc- 
ter  ani  continues  open,  in  confequence  of  which 
clyfters  are  immediately  returned,  or  when  it  is 
fo  much  confirmed,  that  nothing  can  be  admit- 
ted. Hiccup  fupervening  upon  a diarrhoea  or 
dyfentery,  or  fpots  breaking  out  upon  the  face, 
or  a black  puftule  behind  the  ear,  are  fatal  fymp- 
toms.  When  a black  puftule  breaks  out  behind 
the  left  ear,  it  is  fuppofed  by  forne  that  it  an- 
nounces that  the  fatal  event  will  happen  on  the 
twentieth  day.  Riveiius  alfo  adds,  that  oedema- 
tons  fwellings  of  the  hands  prove  fatal. 

* Hippocr.  aph.  23.  fed.  vii.  f Coac.  463.  J In  Up* 

pend,  ad  dyf enter.  ||  Hippocr.  Freed. 11.  n.  118.  Id.  epid.  vi.  viii. 

n.  1.  $ Aph.  24.  fed.  iv.  *[[  Aph.  26.  fed.  iv.  **  Aph. 43. 

fed.  vi.  Coax.  4 66.  ff  Id.  Freed,  ii.  n.  11S.  f J Id.  lb.  n.  119. 

66.  We  draw  a favourable  conclufioa.from 
ftools  being  palled  fomewhat  folid,  mixed  with 
fluid,  accompanied  with  a difcharge  of  flatus. 
u If  flatus  begins  to  be  difcharged,  it  announces 
a fpeedy  return  of  health  *. — It  is  feldom  critical 
and  benign : however,  when  it  fupervenes  on 
madnefs,  it  is  favourable  j\ — Dyfentery  fuper- 
veiling  upon  obftrudion  of  the  l'pleen  is  favour- 
able % : as  alfo  that  which  is  not  of  great  dura- 
tion |j. — In  general,  moll  hope  may  be  enter- 
tained in  dyfentery  when  fewelt  of  the  bad  fymp- 
toms  are  prefent 

* Baglivi,  Frax.  med.  lib.  ii.  c.  iii. 
fed.  vii.  $ Id.  aph.  48.  fed.  vi. 

Freed . ii.  n.  1 18, 


f Hippocr.  aph.  5. 
|]  Coac.  4 66.  § Id, 
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67.  Pure  bloody  ftools  are  liable  to  the  fame 
danger  and  changes  as  other  hemorrhages ; 
hence  the  remarks  elfewhere  delivered  may  be 
called  to  mind.  The  jluxus  hepaticus  generally 
terminates  in  dropfy.  The  jluxus  niger  carries  off 
the  patient  fometimcs  by  a rapid  exhauftion  of 
his  ftrength,  and  fornetimes  by  a flow  confump- 
tion.  . A difcharge  of  black  bile  upwards  or 
downwards,  in  whatever  difeafes  it  happens,  is  a 
fatal  fymptom  *.  A difcharge  of  black  bile,  (i- 
milar  to  black  blood,  taking  place  in  perfons 
whofe  ftrength  is  reduced  by  acute  or  chronic 
difeafes,  by  wounds,  or  otherwife,  indicates  that 
they  will  die  next  day  -jr.”  Neverthelefs,  inftan- 
ces  of  perfons  in  fuch  circumftances  fornetimes 
recovering  are  recorded. 

* Hipoocr.  r.ph.  1 2.  fed.  iv,  ' f Id.  fame  fed.  apk.  2-3, 

THE  CURE. 

68.  The  cure  of  thefe  affections  ought  to  be 
directed  flrft  to  removing  the  caufe,  and  next  to 
mitigating  the  fymptoms.  In  lientery,  at  the  be- 
ginning, gentle  abftergents,  as  whey ; oil  of 
olives  ; the  watery  tindure  of  rhubarb  ; a decoc- 
tion of  tamarinds  : then  gentle  fedatives,  aftrin- 
gents,  and  ftomachics,  as  theriac  ; the  diafcordium 
Fracajlorii ; terra  lemnia  and  catechu  ; dragon’s 
blood  ; bitters ; the  vinum  mali  punici , and  quin- 
ces, are  proper.  Thefe  are  particularly  proper 
if  the  difeafe  be  occafloned,  or  kept  up,  by  atony 
of  the  fyftern,  Children  frequently  labour  under 
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lientery,  owing  to  their  belly  being  obftrudied 
and  fwelied  with  a quantity  of  phlegm  (hutting 
up  the  mouths  of  the  ladteals;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  body  becomes  emaciated,  and  all  the  in- 
gefta  efcape  unchanged.  They  are  cured  by  means 
of  cathartics,  revolving  remedies,  and  ftomachics. 
Myrrh,  the  fal  lixivicfum , and  vinnm  alocticum  gi- 
ven repeatedly  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  in  a fmall 
dofe,  quickly  reftore  the  health*.  Nor  is  any  other 
treatment  requifite  in  the  coeliac  paffion,  provi- 
ding aperients  and  diuretics  be  at  the  fame  time 
ufed.  In  diarrhoea,  and  dill  more  in  dyfentery, 
at  the  beginning,  before  the  drength  has  been 
reduced,  when  the  patient  is  of  a good  habit,  and 
in  his  prime,  if  the  fever  or  pains  be  urgent,  it 
becomes  even  neceffary  to  repeat  the  bleeding. 
When  the  veffels  are  emptied,  and  no  fymptom 
of  inflammation  remains,  nor  any  other  difeafe 
contra-indicates  it,  if  the  matter  abounds  on  the 
ftomach,  it  mud  be  evacuated  by  means  of  an 
emetic.  Nor  are  there  wanting  inftances  of  cures 
performed  by  emetics,  even  when  no  fymptoms 
indicated  that  any  thing  remained  in  the  rimes 
vies  which  by  its  ftimulus  could  excite  a diar- 
rhoea. Van  Swieten  f cured  fuch  obdinate 
diarrhoeas,  by  adminiftering  a vomit  in  the 
morning  for  two  fucceflive  days,  afterwards 
repeating  it  every  other  day  for  three  or  four 
times,  until  they  were  checked ; which  aftrin- 
gents  could  not  effedt.  In  the  evening,  how- 
ever, (ujcceeding  the  operation  of  the  emetic, 
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lie  admlniftered  an  opiate.  Sydenham  J and 
Pringle  employed  the  fame  pra&ice.  Likewife, 
from  half  a grain  to  two  grains  of  gum-tragacanth, 
along  with  the  confetTio  hyaclnthlna , or  diajcordiuvi , 
is  given  per  epicrafin  ||.  Ipecacuanha  is  particu- 
larly efficacious.  The  dyfenteries  fucceeding  to 
bilious  diarrhoeas,  which  raged  at  Edinburgh  in 
the  year  1731,  are  faid  to  have  been  cured  by 
repeated  doles  of  it,  and  by  narcotics,  rhubarb, 
and  calomel,  which  fometimes  excited  vomiting. 
Aftringents,  however,  were  hurtful,  unlefs  when 
cathartics  § had  been  fufficiently  premifed  *[[, 
But  in  the  epidemic  dyfentery  which  prevailed  at 
London  in  the  year  1762,  Sir  George  Baker  con- 
tends, that  ipecacuanha  was  an  intirely  ufelefs  re- 
medy; nor  did  he  aferibe  much  to  the  opium  and 
rhubarb,  unlefs  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe, 
preferring  to  the  other  emetics  the  antimonium 
tartarlfatum  **.  In  the  year  174 5,  during  the 
autumn,  an  epidemic  dyfentery  likewife  prevailed 
in  France,  which,  according  to  Du  Hamel  and 
Arnald  f f,  did  not  yield  either  to  ipecacuanha, 
fimarouba,  or  other  remedies,  but  was  fuccefsfuily 
treated  by  the  vitrum  antimonii  ceratum . It  is 
likewife  warmly  recommended  by  Sir  John 
Pringle  ; but  Heverman  J J wonders  at  his  ha- 
ving fo  frequently  prefcribec!  it : for  he  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  vitrum  antimonii  ccratum  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  an  unfafe  remedy,  on  account 
of  his  having  feen  dyfenteries  aggravated  by  the 
wax,  which  is  always  diflblveu  by  the  fluids  and 
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heat  of  the  ftomach.  On  the  contrary,  he  recom- 
mends the  bean  of  the  pechurim  of  Brafil,  as  an 
anti-dyfenteric  remedy,  by  means  of  which  out  of 
thirty  he  recovered  twenty  patients.  Baeck  had  al- 
ready made  mention  of  this  remedy  j|  j|.  After  pre- 
mifing  emetics  and  laxatives,  he  gave  to  the  extent 
of  two  fcruples  of  its  powder  twice  a-day,  and  if 
the  pains  required  it,  he  adminiftered  an  opiate 
at  night.  After  emetics,  the  principal  rank  is 
held  by  gentle  laxatives,  as  tamarinds,  myrobo- 
Ians,  rhubarb,  oil,  whey,  &c.  interpofing,  efpe- 
cially  at  night,  paregorics,  of  which  I have  al- 
ready fpoken.  The  herb  falicaria , both  in  decoc- 
tion and  in  powder,  is  recommended  by  an  Eng- 
lish phyfician  of  the  name  of  Trelkeld  §§,  for 
the  cure  of  dyfentery.  Its  efficacy  was  likewife 
afeertained  by  De  Haen,  in  the  cure  of  diarrhoea 
and  dyfentery,  when  the  complaint  arifes  from 
laxity.  After  premifing  a cathartic,  one  dram, 
or  four  fcruples  of  the  powder  are  given,  morn- 
ing and  evening.  Within  three  or  four  days  the 
patients  are  cured, — providing  abundance  of 
fordes,  exceffive  putrefailion,  ulceration  of  the 
inteftines,  or  a taint  of  fome  of  the  vifeera  be  ab- 
fent, — but,  in  a fomewhat  longer  time,  if  the 
complaint  become  more  chronic.  A diarrhoea 
of  long  (landing,  which  refilled  all  the  remedies 
employed,  was  cured  in  this  manner  in  the  fpacc 
of  three  weeks  ImJ. 

* G or  ter,  De  fame,  § 42.  f $ 722.  Vid.  Ex  pulfu  per  erne* 

tic  a,  &c.  J Se&.  2.  c . iv.  ||  Vid.  Jurieu  in  noth  Bremcr.d, 
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§ It  is  neceffary,  however,  to  be  cautious  in  the  employment  of 
^alap,  which  has  fometimes  proved  fatal  to  dyfenteric  patients,  or 
perfons  recovering;  from  dyfentery,  as  may  be  feen  in  Celled,  med. 
foe.  Haunien.  vol.  i.  p.  23  4.  See  Edinb.  med.  e/fays,  vol.  1. 

De  dyfenteria  et  catarrho  utrifq.  epidem.  an.  1762.  Lond.  17^4* 
**  Uff.  de  lac  ad.  roy . des  fcienc.  an.  1745*  ^^e  method  in  which 
Arnald  employed  the  vitruni  ceratum  anthnonn , oy  which  he  affirms 
having  cured  fifty  patients,  was  as  follows  : He  prepared  them  with 
clyfters,  and  afterwards  with  a laxative  1 he  next  caufed  them  to 
take  fix  or  eight  grains  of  the  fame,  with  conferve  of  rofes,  every 
other  dav,  adminiftering  an  anodyne  in  the  evening  j and  repeated 
the  remedy  three  or  four  times.  And  he  at  length  fmimed  the  cure, 
when  the  pains  remained,  by  means  of  a gentle  cpiate.  ff  Com ♦ 
ce  reb.  in  f dent,  nat . et.  med.  geji . vol.  xv.  p.  303.  tt  ^id.  vol.  x. 
p.  198.  and  vol.  xiv.  p.  516.  \\\\  Cap.  de  diarrhoea  et  dyf enter. 

§§  Gazzet.  de  Oltremonti,  n.  viil.  Rut.  med.  P . iH.  c.  v. 

p.  214.  and  P.iv.  c.  vii.  See  the  method  of  cure  of  diarrhoeas  fpo- 
ken  of  fo  repeatedly  by  the  author,  in  the  firft  and  fecond  volumes. 
[ Germ . Edit.}. 


69.  It  is  like  wife  very  advantageous  to  throw 
up  frequent  injections,  at  firft  of  the  abftergent 
kind,  next  anodyne  and  fedative,  and,  lafUy, 
balfamic  and  ftrengthening.  Such  are  thofe 
which  are  compofed  of  whey  and  barley-water, 
with  honey  of  rofes  ; of  the  foup  of  calves  feet  or 
tripe  ; of  milk,  and  the  yelk  of  an  egg  ; or  of  the 
yolk  of  an  egg  diffolved  in  a little  turpentine ; or 
with  the  addition  of  theriac,  diafeordium,  or  the 
philonium  Romanum  ; or  a uecoddon  of  the  root 
of  comfrcy,  hiftort,  or  tormcntil ; and  the  like. 
Emollient  and  relaxing  things  muft  be  applied  to 
tli£  belly ; and,  laftly,  thofe  things  which  (irength- 
en  the  ftomach  and  intefiines.  Bllfters  alfo  have 
been  very  frequently  found  by  Hamilton  * ex- 
ceedingly efficacious  in  the  cure  of  a chronic  diar- 
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rhoea,  by  directing  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  elfe- 
where  f . 


* Deftlr.  miliar,  c.vii.  f We  read  of  chronic  diarrhoeas 

and  dyfenteries,  of  feveral  years  (landing,  having  been  cured  in 
confequence  of  the  fuppuration  of  wounds  accidentally  received  by 
the  patients  labouring  under  them.  Probably  this  happens  in  con- 
sequence of  the  morbid  virus,  by  which  the  dyfentery  is  kept  up,  be- 
ing drawn  out  of  the  fyftem  by  fuch  fuppuration.  See  Journ.  de 
med.  de  Par . April,  1756,  vol.  iv.  p.  369.  Mention  is  likewife 
there  made  of  a perfon  having  been  freed  from  an  habitual  diarrhoea, 
in  confequence  of  a fuppuration  of  the  glands  of  the  neck. 


70.  In  the  cafe  of  ferous  and  putrid  ftools,  if 
they  be  at  the  fame  conjoined  with  atony,  aftrin- 
gents  are  the  proper  remedy.  The  bark  of  the 
fimarouba,  brought  from  America  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  century  *,  is  mentioned 
among  thefe  ; and  it  is  given,  either  reduced  to  a 
very  fine  powder,  and  infufed  in  water  f , or  a 
watery  decodlion  of  it  is  employed  4.  Likewife 
the  bark  of  the  connejfus , pocgereba  jj,  cafcarilla  §, 
peruvian  bark,  and  tormentil-root,  are  employed 
with  the  fame  view.  Lopez’s  root  % appears  to 
Gaubius  to  be  preferable  to  the  fimarouba  ***. 
Columbo  root  is  at  prefent  held  in  great  eftima- 
tion  ff.  Unripe  medlars,  taken  in  great  quan- 
tity, are  celebrated  by  VanSwietenJJ;  as  the 
feeds  are  recommended  by  Valeriola  and  Foreft. 
Fothergill  defcribes  a new  kind  of  aftringent  gum 
brought  from  Africa  ||  ||  ; and  recommends  it  as 
an  excellent  medicine  in  the  cure  of  long-ftand- 
ing  diarrhoeas,  floor  albus,  excelfive  alvine  fluxes, 
and,  in  general,  in  the  cure  of  laxity  and  acri- 
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mony  of  all  kinds  §§.  With  the  fame  view  are 
recommended,  blood-ftone,  tindure  of  red  ro- 
fes  HI!,  and  corals,  acids  and  opiates.  In  this 
manner  lime-water*  employed  according  to  the 
method  of  Burletus  ***,  is  confidered  as  ufeful 
in  dyfentery.  A pound  and  a half  of  this  water, 
with  a third  part  of  milk,  drunk  every  day,  has 
been  known  to  alleviate  a long-continued  dyfen- 
tery, which  was  afterwards  cured  by  three  pounds 
taken  daily,  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  fff • 
But  Heverman,  in  a particular  epidemy  which 
prevailed  among  the  foldiers  at  Copenhagen  in 
the  year  1757,  at  Rendzburg  in  t he  year  1759, 
and  at  Kellenufa  in  the  year  1761,  employed  it 
mixed  with  milk  to  no  purpofe  ; nor  did  any 
better  fuccefs  attend  the  cortex  mango  ft  ana:  and  cor- 
tex pocgereba:  But  if  the  dyfentery  arife 

from  acidity  of  the  prima:  via:,  as  from  four  and 
unripe  fruits ; from  acid  wine  and  milk,  and  fi- 
milar  caufes  ; abforbents  ought  then  to  be  em- 
ployed. Hence  Hamilton  |j  j|  j|  fa  warmly  recom- 
mends powder  of  mother-of-pearl,  crabs  eyes,  and 
calcined  hartfhorn  ; and  Van  Swieten  the  terra: 
kolarcs  §§§.  But  if  the  acid  proceed  from  excefi- 
five  fermentation  of  the  above-mentioned  vege- 
tables, mineral  acids  mu  ft  be  employed,  which 
check  the  violence  of  the  fermentation,  and  fix 
the  evolved  air.  But  when  the  difeafe  is  of  a pu- 
trid nature,  there  is  then  more  room  for  the  em- 
ployment of  thefe  acids,  both  to  corred  and  eva- 
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cuate  the  putrid  colluvies,  and  to  gently  ftimulate 
and  ftrengthen  the  veffels  and  inteftmes^I^fti.  The 
drink  ought  to  be,  particularly,  chalybeate  wa- 
ters ; nor  will  the  acidulous  waters  prepared  with 
iron,  which  I have  elfewhere  mentioned,  be  of 
lefs  fervice.  Likewife  weak  foups,  prepared  with 
citron  or  lemon  juice  ; gum-arabic  diflolved  in 
water  ****  • decoftions  of  barley,  either  in  its 
crude  ftate,  or  gently  toafted  ; of  rice,  of  the 
common  millet  f f f f,  of  marfhmallow-root,  or  of 
laleb ; in  place  of  which  may  be  fubftituted,  the 
orchis-root  of  Linnaeus,  on  account  of  its  gelati- 
nous parts  that  grafs  and  faxifrage. 

Quarin  |j  ||  j|  ||  informs  us,  that  equal  benefit  may 
be  derived  from  an  infufion  of  the  dried  flowers 
of  wild  poppy  and  elder. 

* Edin.  med.  eflays,  vol.  i.  See  alfo  Barbeyrac,  p.  10 1.  f Com . 
Tiler . Norimb.  p.  388.  389.  an.  1732,  from  the  work  entitled  Voyag. 
du  chev,  des  Marchais  en  Guinee.  &c.  % Edin.  med.  flays,  1.  c. 

and  Barbeyrac,  1.  c.  5 befides  whom  ought  to  be  confulted  Deg- 
ner  f Ee  Jimarout.  differt.).  and  the  El  ft.  phyf.  med.  N.  C.  vol.  v.  in 
the  Append.  Bremond.  adnot.  in  tranfa ft.  Anglic,  an.  173  2,  p.  158.  et 
feqq. : as  alfo  the  ingenious  work  of  Lambfma,  entitled,  Eentris 
dux  us  multiplex , &c.  |{  Com.  de  reb.  in  fcient.  not.  et  med.  gefl . 

p.  143.  This  bark,  which  is  brought  from  America,  a 61  s like  a 
fpecific  in  the  hepatic  flux,  in  diarrhoea , and  dyjentery.  § Scar- 

dona,  1.  iii.  p.  39.  who  mentions  that  it  is  excellently  combined 
with  alexipharmacs,  as  bezoardic  remedies,  tormentil-root,  &.c. 

It  is  the  root  of  a particular  tree,  which  grows  indigenous  at 
Goa  and  Malacca,  and  is  employed  by  the  Indians  in  alvine  fluxes. 

**  Ad-verf.  med.  p.  78.  ff  So  early  as  the  year  1686, 

Redi,  writing  to  Kircher,  claffes  the  Colombo-root  among  the  alexi- 
pharmac  remedies  ) but  is  of  opinion,  that  new  experiments  ought 
to  be  inflituted  to  eftablifh  its  efficacy.  Its  name  is  derived  from 
Colombo , a city  of  the  Eaft  Indies.  Percival  ( Experiments  and  oh- 
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Jervations  on  the  Colombo-root ) , in  confequence  of  a variety  of  experi- 
ments which  he  had  made;  affures  us  that  it  produces  wonderful  ef- 
fects, not  only  in  the  cure  of  diarrhoea  and  dyfentery , but  alfo  in  that 
of  cholera  morbus , in  morbid  Hates  of  the  bile,  and  in  pains  of  the  in- 
teflines.  Which  is  affirmed  likewife  by  Johnfon.  Eefore  employ- 
ing it,  however,  to  allay  vomiting,  he  uied  to  premife  fome  medicine 
calculated  for  evacuating  the  bile  3 after  which  he  gave  every  third, 
or  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  two  drams  of  the  pow  der  of  this  root. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  diarrhoea,  he  fays  that  it  adled  as  an  anti- 
fpafmodic,  but  that  towards  the  end  of  the  complaint  it  produced 
its  good  effedis  by  its  tonic,  alexipharmac,  and  antifeptic  virtue. 
He  likewife  mentions,  that  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  the  powder, 
adding  an  equal  or  double  aofe  of  vitriolated  tartar,  produced  won- 
derful effedls  in  bilious  fevers,  and  turned  out  equally  well  in  allay- 
ing vomiting  in  pregnancy.  In  a wmrd,  he  affirms,  that  it  correfls 
crudities  of  the  flomach,  and  morbid  conditions  of  the  bile  3 that  it 
flrengthens  the  flomach  itfelf,  improves  the  appetite,  and  removes 
naufea  and  flatus.  From  the  Adverfaria  of  the  author,  who  like- 
wife makes  mention  of  'this  root  in  vol.ii.  par.  495.  496.  See  alfo 
Raccolta  di  opufc.jijic.  med.  de  Luigi  Targioni,  vol.  v.  JJ  § 722. 

|']|  It  is  a particular  gum,  hard,  brittle,  of  a deep  red,  almofl 
approaching  to  black,  except  the  fmaller  fragments  of  it,  which  re- 
femble  in  colour  and  pellucidity  the  red  amythifi  3 it  is  named  gum- 
kino.  It  is  inodorous,  and  of  an  auflere  take,  and  excites  in  the 
mouth  the  fenfation  of  mucus,  as  it  xvere,  and  is  foluble  in  fix  or 
feven  times  its  weight  of  water.  It  differs,  by  its  extreme  fragibi- 
lity,  from  gum  Senegal , and  by  its  llyptic  tafte,  and  its  property  of 
diffolving  in  water,  from  the  dragon's  blood  of  the  ffiops. 

Ibid . Huxham,  De  aer.  et  morb.epid.  vol.ii.  p.  99.  105. 

***■  Mem.  dcW  accad.  di  Parig.  vol.  ix.  an.  1700.  fff  Edin . 
med.  ejfays,  and  Corn.  Lips,  de  reb.  in  feient.  fiat,  et  med.  gejl.  vol.ii. 
par.  1.  p.  84.  Jtt  Ibid.  Com . Lips.  ||j|j|  De prax . regul, 

c.  iii.  p.  26.  §§§  Se£f.  88.  n.  5.  Farr,  De  a- 

cidor.  virib.  p.  128.  See  likewife  Lambfma,  where  he  fhewrs  that 
the  vitriolic  acid,  the  ufe  of  which  has  been  greatly  recommended 
by  Boerhaave  in  the  dyfenteries  of  foldiers,  is  preferable  to  the  other 
acids  as  an  antifeptic.  See  alfo  the  paragraphs  quoted  above,  33. 
42,  and  43,  ****  Com.  Dips,  vol.ii.  p.639.  Wax  alfo, 
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like  gum-arabic,  may  be  mixed  with  water.  Let  the  wax  be  dif- 
folved  in  fpirit  of  wine  before  the  fire  ) afterwards  let  the  fpirit  of 
wine  be  filtered.  Let  half  a dram  of  this  wax  be  mixed  with  a 
dram  of  the  mucilage  of  gum-arabic,  and  let  it  be  diffolved  in  an 
ounce  and  an  half  of  water.  In  like  manner  fpermaceti,  bruifed 
down  with  the  mucilage  of  gum-arabic,  is  mixed  with  wrater.  Tar- 
gioni,  Opufc.  fjic . med . vol.  v.  p.  9.  ffff  Kramer,  Commerc. 

hit.  Norimb.  ann.  1 *7 3 3,  hebd.  vi.  § 3.  See  alfo  the  Edin.  med.  cffays, 
vol.  ii.  p.481.  ifttt  Quarin,  Method,  med.feb.  an.  1772,  p. 3 3 . 

lli!!lli  id.  ib. 

yi.  The  remedies  which  are  calculated  for  the 
removal  of  dyfentery,  are  likewife  beft  adapted  to 
the  cure  of  tenefmus.  The  chief  of  them  are, 
injections  of  milk,  and  mucilaginous  fubftances, 
to  which  may  be  conveniently  added,  diafcor- 
dium  or  theriac  * ; fomentations  of  a decodion 
of  the  flowers  of  mullein,  chamomile,  elder,  and 
of  the  heads  of  white  poppy  ; liniments  of  frefh 
butter,  or  of  the  oil  exprefled  from  cacao  ; the 
vapours  of  vinegar  poured  upon  a hot  plate,  and 
the  like.  The  remaining  remedies  ought  to  be 
adapted  to  the  variety  and  nature  of  the  caufes. 
Not  a few  of  thofe  already  mentioned  (69.  70.) 
cure  bloody  fluxes,  but  efpecially  thofe  which  I 
have  elfewhere  recommended,  as  being  calculated 
for  flopping  hemorrhages  f.  Such  are,  plantain, 
tormentil,  myrtle,  rofes,  quinces,  corals,  blood- 
ftone,  and  preparations  of  thefe,  particularly  Hel- 
vetius’s  tincture  of  corals,  laudanum,  tindure  of 
rofes  £,  and  the  other  aftringents  already  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  paragraph.  But  nothing 
is  more  efficacious  than  exhibiting  the  mineral 
acids  internally  and  largely  ||.  With  refped  to 
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the  diet,  it  ought  to  be  flight,  and  of  a fluid, 
bland,  gentle,  demulcent,  gelatinous,  acefcent, 
and  not  eafily  corruptible  kind.  It  is  neceflary 
alfo,  in  a ftate  of  convalefcence,  to  abftain  from 
cathartics.  I have  already  adduced  an  inftance 
from  the  colledtion  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Co- 
penhagen,  vol.  i p.  234.  of  death  having  been 
occafioned  by  jalap. 

* Huxham,  De  aer.  et  morb.  epid.  vol.  ii.  p.99.105.  f Hux- 
ham,  1.  c.  4;  Scardona,  De  morb.  mulier.  c.  iii.  § 15.  |]  Vefebr . 

lib.  iv.  c.  viii.  } 29.  and  Farr,  Tentam . de  acidor.  virib.  p.  1 3*7. 
See  alfo  the  paiTages  quoted  from  vol.  ii.  where  alfo  the  formulae  of 
the  Jet  um  aluminofum , and  of  the  fpecific  of  Helvetius,  are  to  be 
found.  But  when  the  foflil  acids  are  to  be  adminiftered  wTith  cau- 
tion, is  pointed  out  chiefly  by  the  author  in  par.  295.  of  Vol.  I, 
following  the  opinion  of  Boiflieu,  mentioned  in  the  note  fubjoined 
there. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCERNING  PAIN  OF  THE  STOMACH,  OR 
GASTRODYNIA  and  GASTRITIS. 

72.  Before  proceeding  to  the  remaining  dif- 
‘ eafes  of  the  inteftines,  we  muft  return  to  the 
commencement  of  them,  as  it  were,  namely,  the 
ftomach,  from  which  we  have  fomewhat  de- 
parted ; for  it,  like  other  parts  of  the  body  en- 
dowed with  lenfation,  is  alfo  liable  to  pain.  If 
its  left  orifice,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  more  fen- 
fible,  be  affe&ed  with  a fmart  pain,  the  complaint 
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is  named  cardtalgia . It  is  very  difficult,  however, 
of  fo  manv  parts  lying  under  the  epigaftrium,  to 
afcertain  which  is  principally  affefted  ; nor  can 
the  patients  themfelves,  for  the  mod:  part,  diffi- 
dently diftin&ly  point  out  the  feat  of  the  pain  : 
and  it  does  not  appear  certain  that  the  other  parts 
of  the  ftomach.  may  not  be  endowed  with  exqui- 
iite  fenfibility,  and  affefted  with  the  mo  ft  acute 
pain.  Whatever  kind  of  pain,  therefore,  affe&s 
the  ftomach,  and,  by  drawing  the  heart  into  con- 
fent,  occafions  fainting,  it  appears  better  to  com- 
prehend it  under  the  name  of  cardialgia , in 
which  refpe£t  we  have  the  concurrence  of  Sau- 
vages. 

73.  But  if  the  pain  either  be  not  great,  or  not 
at  all  accompanied  with  fainting,  in  general  it  is 
named  gaftrodynia , or  diftinguifhed  by  the  generic 
name  of  pain  of  the Jlomach.  If,  however,  it  ra- 
ther relembles  an  uneafy  fenfation  of  burning,  it 
is  likewife  very  properly  named  ardor  ventriculi , 
or  foda ; although  this  laft  be  generally  confound- 
ed with  acid  crudity  of  the  ftomach,  concerning 
which  we  have  already  treated  (38.  to  40  ). 

74.  There  is  alfo  another  diftreffiim  and  trouble- 
fome  fenfation  of  the  ftomach,  nearly  allied  to 
pain,  or  frequently  even  conjoined  with  it,  which 
is  named  anxiety ; namely,  when  the  patients  are 
affected  in  fuch  a manner,  about  the  region  ot 
the  ftomach,  that  they  cannot  remain  in  one 
place,  conftantly  fhifring  their  pofture,  and  hea- 
ving deep  ftghs.  This  ipecies  of  anxiety,  how- 
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ever,  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  thofe  anxie- 
ties which  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  faulty  condi- 
tions cf  the  pnecordia,  uterus,  or  fyftem  of  the 
vena  portarum ; as  it  feems  rather  to  arife  from  an 
extenfive  fpafm  of  the  ftomach  alone. 

75.  The  proximate  caufe  of  thefe  affections 
is  the  fame,  namely,  fuch  a change  or  derange- 
ment of  the  fentient  parts  of  the  ftomach,  as  ex- 
cites in  the  fenforium  commune  the  idea  of  a pain, 
fometimes  fharp,  fometimes  dull,  or  a fenfe  of 
anxiety.  This  fenfation  is  occafioned  by  what- 
ever preffes  upon,  diftra&s,  lacerates,  divides, 
punCtures,  or  irritates  thefe  parts,  as  I have 
elfewhere  pointed  out  (27.  to  29.).  Under  this 
head  come,  acid,  acrid,  or  corrupted  humours, 
either  fecreted  in  the  ftomach,  or  flowing  into  it, 
or  generated  there  ; flatus  ; worms ; the  fwa  11  ow- 
ing of  improper  and  noxious  things,  or  fuch  as 
are  apt  to  corrupt ; poifons  ; emetics  ; powerful 
cathartics  ; violent  anger  ; aromatic  condiments  ; 
fermented  liquors  ; cold  water  drunk  when  the 
body  is  warm  ; too  great  fulnefs  of  the  ftomach  ; 
an  ulcer  ; a cancer,  tumour,  abfcefs,  or  fpafm,  or 
congeftion  of  the  blood  in  its  veflels  ; metaftafes  ; 
bad  kinds  of  fevers;  and  likewife  difeafes  of  the 
pancreas  and  neighbouring  parts,  and  efpecially 
deprefiion  of  the  enfiform  cartilage,  or  its  being 
luxated  towards  the  infide. 

76.  But  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  that  pain 
(27.]  is  inflammation  of  the  ftomach?  which  is 
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named  gafritis.  The  caufes  from  which  it  ari- 
fes  are  iuch  as  are  in  common  to  every  kind  of 
inflammation,  and  moll  of  thofe  already  mention- 
ed (7  S'-)-  When,  therefore,  it  depends  upon 
inflammation,  a conftant,  violent,  burning  and 
throbbing  pain  aflfedfs  the  epigaftrium,  fcrobiculus 
cordis,  or  left  hypochondre, — efpecially  near  the 
falle  ribs, — frequently  ftretching  all  the  way  to 
the  back.  The  epigaftric  region  is  greatly  fwell- 
ed,  and  painful  to  the  touch ; while  all  thefe 
fymptoms  are  conjoined  with  a very  acute  fever, 
and  a hard  contracted  pulfe,  fometimes  fmall, 
fometimes  great  and  violent.  The  deglutition  it- 
felf,  fometimes  even  the  eructation,  is  checked ; 
the  patient  is  parched  with  third:  and  heat ; the 
ingefla  are  thrown  off,  with  vomiting  which  can 
fcarce  be  allayed  ; and  the  pain,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  (hocks,  is  rendered  more  intenfe.  To 
thefe  fymptoms  are  added,  on  account  of  the  con- 
fect between  the  cardia  and  the  heart  itfelf,  and  its 
connection  with  the  diaphragm  and  other  parts, 
fainting  ; anxiety  ; frequent  hiccup ; difficult, 
frequent,  fhort  refpiration  ; the  facies  Rippocra - 
tic  a ; convulfions  ; delirium;  fetid  breath;  and 
other  very  alarming  fymptoms.  But  when  the 
internal  parts  are  affeCted  with  a violent  fenfation 
of  burning,  while  the  furface  of  the  body  feels 
cold,- — which  is  faid  to  happen  principally  in  vio- 
lent ervfipelatous  inflammation, — the  fever  is  then 
diftinguifhed  by  tome  by  the  peculiar  name  of 
lipyria. 
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THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

77.  The  fymptoms  peculiar  to  each  kind  of 
pain  are  eafily  difcovered  on  examination.  But 
every  pain  of  the  ftomach  does  not  commence 
and  afflid  the  patient  in  the  fame  manner.  In 
fome  it  is  more  acute,  which  is  afcribed  by  prac- 
titioners to  the  bile,  or  fome  acrid  caufe.  In 
others  the  pain  immediately  fucceeds  to  eating ; 

t 

and  this  may  take  place,  either  in  coniequence  ci 
exceffive  fenfibility  of  the  ftomach,  or  fpafm,  or 
difficult  deglutition,  or  from  acrid  fluids  attracted 
too  copioufly  to  it,  or  from  their  being  raifed  up 
to  the  cardia.  In  fome  it  is  aggravated  while 
the  food  is  digefting,  and  particularly  about  fix 
hours  after  meal-times  ; which  indicates  that  the 
mals  of  food  is  undergoing  a morbid  fermentation, 
rarefication,  or  corruption.  At  times  the  pain  is 
felt  during  fleep  ; which  feems  to  arife  from  the 
remains  of  the  food  being  corrupted  or  accumu- 
lated at  that  time,  or  from  acrid,  bilious,  and  acid 
fluids,  flowing  back  from  the  duodenum  into  the 
ftomach ; or  from  the  air  being  more  copioufly 
extricated  in  it,  entering  into,  or  fliut  up  in 
it,  and  expanded  by  the  heat.  Sometimes  the 
pain  is  oppreffive,  pointing  out  fluggiihnefs  and 
thicknefs  of  the  fluids  ; at  other  times  it  is  accom- 
panied with  heat,  and  a tafte  of  acidity,  as  in  the 
foda  ; at  other  times  it  is  tenftve,  as  if  occafioned 
by  flatus.  At  times  it  occafions  fainting,  and 
then  the  cardia  is  luppcfed  to  be  chiefly  affeded, 
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on  account  of  the  remarkable  plexus  of  nerves 
with  which  it  is  provided,  and  the  communica- 
tion which  they  appear  to  have  with  the  nerves 
of  the  heart.  Occafionally  it  is  accompanied 
with  a fenfe  of  gnawing,  and  then  it  arifes  from 
ulceration,  or  worms,  or  with  a fenfe  of  twilling 
and  conftri&ion,  which  is  frequently  propagated  to 
the  fauces,  in  which  cafe  it  is  occafioned  by  con- 
vulfion.  Sometimes  the  whole  body  is  convulfed, 
the  extremities  become  cold,  and  the  head  is  af- 
fected with  vertigo  ami  pain  : all  of  which  effeCts 
are  derived  from  the  aCtion  and  fenfibility  of  the 
nerves.  Laftly,  the  pain  of  cardialgia  is  ufually 
diftinguifhed  into  bilious , flatulent , convulfve , 
phlegmatic , inflammatory , idiopathic,  fympathetic , 
continual , periodical , and  fo  forth. 

78.  Nor  is  the  pain  always  confined  to  the 
ftomach  alone  ; for  it  ftretches  from  the  epi- 
gaftrium  to  the  back,  fcapulse,  and  cefophagus, 
or  even  defeends  downwards.  Likewife  the  car- 
dialgia may  be  readily  taken  for  colic  pain  ; or 
that  colic  pain  which  occupies  the  part  of  the  co- 
lon lying  under  the  flomach,  may,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  taken  for  cardialgia.  But  the  diftin&ion 
confifts  in  this,  that  in  cardialgia  the  pain  ftretches 
to  the  thorax,  while  in  colic  it  pafles  to  the  umbi- 
licus and  kidneys.  But  wrho,  from  a confidera- 
tion  of  the  feat  of  the  pain,  can  always  depend 
upon  afcertalning  the  part  affeded  ? For  the  fto- 
mach has  fometirnes  been  difeovered  on  difleCtion 
to  be  moved  from  its  fituation,  or  by  its  weight 
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forced  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  belly.  We 
are  prevented  from  confounding  gaftritis  with 
that  fpecies  of  hepatitis  which  affedts  the  concave 
furface,  or  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  by  the  feverity 
of  the  fymptoms,  and  the  deeper  leated  pain, 
which  takes  place  in  it.  It  differs  alio  from  in- 
flammation of  the  recti  mulcles,  by  all  the  fymp- 
toms in  the  latter  being  milder,  and  the  pain  be- 
ing fituate  more  externally.  Gaftritis  is  diftin- 
guiftied  likewife  from  both  thefe  affections,  as  alfo 
from  inflammation  of  the  diaphragm,  by  the  re- 
markable pain  which  takes  place  in  the  former, 
when  either  food  or  medicines  are  taken  into  the 
ftomach.  Laftly,  other  pains  are  eafily  diftin- 
guifhed  from  it  by  the  abfence  of  an  acute  fever, 
unlefs  it  happen  to  be  conjoined  with  them  in 
confequence  of  inflammation  fupervening. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

79.  A flight  and  convulfive  pain  of  the  fto- 
mach is  almoft  void  of  danger.  But  if  it  be  of 
long  (landing,  or  levere  fymptoms  fupervene,  it 
is  not  without  rilk.  Cardialgia,  when  it  is  ac- 
companied with  a continued  fever,  and  great  pain 
about  the  ftomach,  cr  when  it  fupervenes  upon 
malignant  fevers,  both  continued  and  .intermit- 
ting, puts  on  the  appearance  of  a very  acute  and 
dangerous  difeafe.  For  it  is  either  the  effedt  of 
inflammation,  which  is  always  very  dangerous, 
or  threatens  to  pafs  into  it.  Patients  attacked  with 
it  fometimes  expire  within  twenty-four  hours, 
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becaufe  the  inflammation  generally  terminates  in 
gangrene  and  fphacelus.  That  this  has  already 
taken  place  is  indicated  by  the  pulfe  becoming 
final],  weak,  and  very  quick,  and,  while  the 
other  fymptoms  do  not  abate,  by  the  ceafing  of 

the  pain,  and  very  great  anxiety  fucceeding  to 
it. 

* I.  + ■ ' ‘ , . • f r * 

TEE  CUEE. 

So.  In  attempting  the  cure  of  the  complaint, 
it  is  neceflary  to  remove  the  efficient  caufe  of  the 
pains  (75.  76.),  to  allay  the  irritation,  and,  if 
any  inflammation  be  prefent,  or  be  apprehended, 
to  refolve,  or  prevent  it.  The  caufe,  if  it  be  in- 
herent in  the  ftomach  or  duodenum,  but  of  fuch 
a nature  as  to  admit  being  removed,  is  overcome 
by  vomiting  or  purging.  Oil  of  fweet  almonds, 
or  lint-feed,  or  olive  oil,  is  beft  adapted,  both  to 
excite  vomiting  and  to  open  the  bowels,  provi- 
ding it  be  drunk  copioufly*.  Injections  alfo  are 
very  ufeful,  and  likewife  fomentations  of  an  emol- 
lient and  relaxing  kind,  applied  externally.  If 
any  acrimony  occafion  the  complaint,  it  ought  to 
be  corrected  by  watery,  demulcent,  and  mucila- 
ginous drink  ; if  it  be  of  an  alkaline  nature,  acids 
are  to  be  employed  f ; if  of  an  acid  kind,  bitters , 
alkaline  remedies,  and  abforbents ; if  it  be  tena- 
cious or  vifcid,  incifive,  attenuant  remedies,  and 
neutral  falts  ; and  if  a fpafm , or  flatus , occafion 
the  complaint,  it  ought  to  be  allayed  and  dilcufled 
by  opium,  theriac,  diafcordium,  the  philonium 
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Romanum , caftor,  and  carminatives.  Chamomile 
is  almoft  univerfally  employed,  from  which  a de- 
coction, diftilled  oil,  and  water,  are  prepared. 
It  proves  emollient,  difcufles  flatulency,  allays 
fpafms,  and  proves  gently  ftrengthening,  without 
occafioning  irritation. 

* I remember  that  I myfelf,  not  many  years  ago,  was  quickly 
freed  from  a fevere  cardialgia  by  five  ounces  of  the  oil  of  fweet  al- 
monds, taken  at  a draught  5 after  the  pain  had  received  no  relief 
from  laxatives,  emollients,  acidulous  waters,  venefe&ion,  and  other 
remedies,  both  internal  and  external.  [Germ.  Editor .] 

f See  Vol.  I.  p.  216.  and  elfewhere,  where  the  author  pro- 
pofes  many  remedies,  celebrated  by  modern  writers  in  the  cure  of 
cardialgia.  See  alfo  Chap.  III.  of  this  volume,  concerning  Mor- 
lid  Digejlion.  [Germ.  Editor]. 

81.  When  plethora,  or  the  fuppreffion  of  any 
evacuation,  or  an  acute  fever,  or  gaftritis,  accom- 
panies cardialgia,  blood  mull  immediately  be 
drawn,  and  repeated,  from  the  arm,  foot,  or 
from  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  as  far  as  may  ap- 
pear necefiary,  or  the  Arength  can  bear.  If  the 
complaint  be  a fymptom  of  intermitting  fever  *, 
the  fever  ought  to  be  cured  by  the  ufual  remedies, 
particularly  by  the  peruvian  bark.  Worms 
ought  to  be  oppofed  by  the  anthelminthics  enu- 
merated in  Chap.  X.  which  follows.  The  re- 
placing of  the  enfiforra  cartilage,  when  luxated, 
may  be  attempted  by  the  application  of  a dry  cup- 
ping-glafs.  The  cure  of  the  other  caufes  is  to  be 
taken  each  from  its  proper  place.  The  food 
ought  to  be  very  flight,  bland,  and  fluid.  Laftly, 
by  way  of  prophylaxis,  whey,  milk,  mcdica- 
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ted  waters,  the  bath,  deobftruents,  diaphoretic 

decoctions,  fweeteners,  and  principally  chalv- 
beates,  may  be  employed. 

* It  is  likewife  a fymptom  of  other  fevers  and  difeafes.  See 
par.  ii.  Vol.  I.  and  likewife  par.  216. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

CONCERNING  PAINS  of  the  INTESTINES,  and  other 

PARTS  of  the  ABDOMEN. 

82.  Pain  of  the  inteftincs  (for  they  alfo  are  very 
frequently  liable  to  be  affedted  with  pain)  is  ufually 
divided  into  colic  and  iliac  pain,  or  into  that 
which  affedls  the  colon , and  that  which  affedts 
the  ilium . For  the  inteftines  were  divided  by  the 
ancients  into  thefe  two  parts  only.  It  is  an  opi- 
nion univerfally  prevalent,  that  both  pains  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  not  only  by  the  diverfity  and  feat  of  the 
pain,  but  alfo  by  its  intenfity.  For  molt  phyficians 
affirm,  that  the  colic  pain  follows  the  courfe  of 
the  colon,  and  that  the  iliac  pain  occupies  the  re- 
gion of  the  ilium  ; and,  moreover,  that  the  iliac  is 
more  fevere  than  the  colic  pain,  becaufe  the  fmail 
inteftines  appear  to  be  more  copiouOy  provided 
with  nerves,  and  therefore  to  be  endowed  with 
greater  fenfibility  than  the  large  inteftines.  They 
likewife  add,  that  in  the  colic  pain,  vomiting  is 
not  prefent,  or  at  leaft  that  it  is  more  diftreffing, 
and  more  conftantly  prefent  in  the  iliac  pain. 
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* Pliny  the  younger  (lib.  xxvi.  c.  i.  Hijl.  natur.)  writes,  tn&t 
the  colon , or  colic  pain,  is  a new  difeafe,  and  that  it  appeared  during 
the  reign  of  Tiberius  Ccefar,  who  was  firft  of  all  attacked  with  it. 
Sennert  ( Med.  praft.  1.  iii.  P.  ii.  fe£t.  ii.  c.  ii.  cjuseft.  i.),  and  after 
him  Tronchinius  f De  colic,  pidon.  c.  i.)  accufes  the  paffage  of  Pli- 
ny as  being  falfe,  and  ftiews  that  Cafiius,  the  contemporary  of  Celfus 
and  Themifcn,  who  flourifhed  under  Auguftus,  and  Philo  of 
Tarfus,  w7ho  lived  at  the  fame  time  with  T hemifon,  fpoK.e  of  the 
colic  pain.  Probably,  however,  Pliny  might  be  excuied,  or  par- 
doned, if  it  were  to  be  underftood  that  he  wrote  concerning  a par- 
ticular fpecies  of  colic  pain,  which  then  firft  appeared  to  rage  epi- 
demically : and  this  opinion  appears  more  probable,  as  I will  (hew 
hereafter. 

83.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  no  cer- 
tain conclufion  can  be  drawn  merely  from  the 
feat  which  the  inteftines  naturally  occupy  ; as 
anatomical  diffe£tion  has  more  than  once  demon- 
ftrated,  that  the  pofition  of  all  the  inteftines,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  the  colon,  varies  in  different  ways. 
For  fometimes  the  colon , from  its  very  beginning, 
has  been  found  to  occupy  a wrong  fituation  ; 
fometimes  it  is  forced  downwards  by  the  ftoraach, 
liver,  and  fpleen,  being  unufually  enlarged ; 
fometimes  being  filled  and  diftended  with  faeces, 
it  is  depreffed  almoft  by  its  own  weight  towards 
the  hypogaftrlum  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
expanded  with  flatus,  or  air,  and  rendered  tym- 
panitic, it  is  raifed  up,  occupying  a higher  fitua- 
tion : on  which  account  it  is  fometimes  found 
about  the  umbilicus,  fometimes  thruft  lower 
down,  with  various  Angular  contortions,  fome- 
times forcibly  elevated  towards  the  falfe  ribs 
But  nothing  is  more  apt  to  derange,  or  more  fre- 
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quently  deranges,  the  feat  of  the  colon,  and  forces 
it  to  the  middle  of  the  abdomen,  than  the  abfurd 
practice  of  binding  the  fides,  and  fmall  of  the 
back,  which  women  attempt  by  flays,  that  they 
may  appear  more  flender  and  neat  in  the  waift, 
as  is  very  frequently  difcovered  on  difledion. 

* Morgagni  ( Fptjl.  anat.  med.  xxxiv.  n.  i.  3.),  Bonetus  (St. 
pulchret.  anat.  /col.  ad  cbferv.  41.),  and  Lieutaud  (Hijl.  anat.  med. 
lib.  i.  art.  xxvii.),  who,  from  Ballonius,  quotes  an  inftance  of  the 
colon  having  been  obferved  to  be  protruded  through  a hole  in  the 
diaphragm,  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  ; and  another  from  the 
MifceL  nat.  curiof.  in  which  the  part  of  the  colon  next  the  ftomach 
is  faid  to  have  adhered  above  the  diaphragm. 

84.  Likewife  the  fmali  inteftines  are  fometimes 
forced  from  their  natural  fituation,  towards  dif- 
ferent parts.  This  happens  efpecially  in  confe- 
quence  of  gravid  uterus  ; afcites  ; encyfted  drop- 
fy  ; hernise  ; from  tumours  of  the  mefentery, 
omentum,  ovaria,  of  the  uterus  and  its  tubes, 
and  other  parts  of  the  abdomen  ; in  confequence 
of  increafed  bulk  of  the  liver,  pancreas,  fpleen, 
or  kidneys  ; and  from  the  ftomach  being  enor- 
moufly  dilated,  and  failing  down  ; from  all  of 
which,  the  inteftines  alfo,  efpecially  the  fmall  in- 
teftines, being  forced  into  various  parts,  change 
their  lituation.  For  they  are  mentioned  by  Mor- 
gagni as  having  been  drawn  up,  and  uniting  to- 
gether, and  likewife  forced  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  abdomen  *.  The  fame  author  likewife 
mentions  the  fymptoms  by  which  this  can  be  dif- 
covered when  it  happens  f.  Bartholin  J has 
feen  all  of  the  inteftines  accumulated  in  the  right 
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liypochondre  ; and  Laub  has  obferved  them  col- 
lected at  the  umbilicus  [|,  while  Columbus  has 
obferved  them  gathered  at  the  hypochondria  §. 

* Epifl.  anai.  mzd.  xxxix.  art.  28.  to  30. 

f Morgagni  has  the  following  obfervations  : “ In  a body  which 
Is  neither  corpulent,  nor  much  emaciated,  nor  hydropic,  and  which 
does  not  labour  under  the  lulpicion  of  dilatation  o*  the  aorta  dtfccn- 
dcns , or  of  inc-reafed  pulfation  of  it  there  from  other  cauies,  if  the 
pulfation  be  natural,  and,  much  more  ftill,  if  the  hardnefs  which 
the  vertebrae  exhibit,  be  perceived } it  may  be  conjedfured  that  the 
inteflines  are  drawn  up  j and  our  fufpicion  will  receive  no  (mall  con- 
firmation, if  the  abdomen,  below  the  umbilicus,  appear  to  be  to© 
much  flattened,  while  above  it  it  is  iprufually  hard.  But  if,  along 
with  thefe  fymptoms  in  the  fuperior  region,  a peculiar  and  moveable 
fwelling  appear,  we  muft  not  only  take  care  not  to  haftily  refer  it, 
on  account  of  its  lefiftance,  and  the  inequality  of  its  furface,  to  icir- 
rhi,  or  ftrumous  tumours,  but  likewife  we  mull  inquire  by  what 
farther  fymptoms  we  may  be  induced  to  conjedlure  that  it  is  occa- 
fioned  by  the  inteflines.  Thefe  fymptoms  will  he,  it  wre  underftand 
that  the  patient  has  been  often  liable  to  pains  of  the  imall  inteflines, 
and  to  a difcbarge  of  blood  from  the  hemorrhoidal  veins, — although, 
it  may  have  afterwards  been  diminiflied  or  fuppreffed  j — if  the  tu- 
mour be  accompanied  with  pain,  and  troublefome  flatulency  , if  the 
belly  become  more  and  more  bound  after  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
tumours  *,  and  fimilar  fymptoms,  which  are  either  related  in  the  hi- 
lflory  adduced  by  us,  or  which  may  be  fuggefled  by  the  perufal  of 
it.  Thefe  particular  fymptoms  would  be,  if  the  tumour  were  felt 
by  the  patient  fometimes  more  fevere  or  flight,  and  by  the  p'hyficlan 
harder  or  greater,  or  fofter  and  fmaller,as  takes  place  in  herniaeof  the 
inteflines.  And  altho’  this  appears  to  happen  rarely  in  this  fwelling, 
on  account  of  the  very  frequent  fluxes,  the  confiderable  conflri&ion, 
and  efpecially  the  very  clofe  adhefion  of  the  inteflines  to  one  ano- 
ther, obftruheing  the  free  periftaltic  motion  of  them  *, — which  caufes 
retain  the  matter,  in  confequence  of  which,  as  we  have  feen,  the 
refiftance  is  occafloned  : — ftill  it  is  probable,  that  if  fucli  an  inquiry 
were  repeated  carefully,  frequently,  and  at  different  times,  efpe- 
cially after  nothing  for  a confiderable  time  having  been  paffed,  or 
when  an  unufual  .quantity  is  difeharged,  or  when  the  patient  is  raoic 
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or  lefs  troubled  with  flatulency  ; — it  is  probable,  I fay,  that  fome 
of  thefe  fymptoms  might  in  fome  meafure  be  difeovered.’’ 

x Cent.  i.  Hifl.  anai.  ii.  ||  Ephem.  N.  C.  cent.  9.  obf.  64. 

§ De  re  anat.  1.  xv.  Whoever  wiflies  for  farther  information 
concerning  dlfplacements  of  the  colon,  and  other  inteftine^  and  vif- 
cera,  from  their  natural  fituation,  may  confult  De  Haen’s  Rat.  med% 
P.  x.  c.i.  tab.  1.  to  4.  and  P.  xi.  c.  iii.  iv.  tab.  1.  to  4. 

85.  Nor  tloes  the  feverity  of  the  pain  argue  that 
it  is  a colic  one,  as,  fmee  the  time  of  Galen  to 
the  prefent  day,  it  has  been  afeertained  by  medi- 
cal hiftories,  that  fometimes  colic,  fometimes 
iliac  pains,  are  attended  with  fuch  feverity,  that 
neither  of  them  can  be  faid  to  furpafs  the  other. 
Nor  is  it  altogether  true,  that  when  the  colon  is 
afFeded,  vomiting  is  always  abfent,  or  lefs  con- 
flantly  prefent,  and  not  fo  fevere  as  in  the  iliac 
pain  ; for  frequently  I have  obferved  very  violent 
and  conftant  vomiting  excited  in  people  endowed 
with  much  fenfibility,  in  confequence  of  a colic 
pain,  particularly  when  that  part  of  the  colon 
which  lies  tranfverfely  under  the  ftomach  is  af- 
fected. Since,  therefore,  neither  the  part  af- 
feded  with  the  pain,  nor  the  degree  of  it,  nor 
the  prefence  or  abfence  of  vomiting,  of  themfelves 
certainly  point  out  the  part  affeded  ; and  as  feve- 
ral  other  parts  contiguous  to  the  inteftines,  or  ly- 
ing between  and  below  them,  are  contained  in 
the  abdomen,  on  account  of  which  the  difficulty 
of  the  diagnofis  is  increafed,  we  muft  not  trufl 
to  one  or  two  fymptoms,  but  all  mud  be  ma- 
turely weighed  ; and,  from  the  concourfe  of  feve- 
ral  of  them,  we  may  conjedure  whether  one 
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part  be  afte&ed  more  than  another,  as  will  be  ex- 
emplified afterwards.  To  avoid  thefe  difficulties, 
phyiicians  comprehend  every  pain  of  the  abdo- 
men or  inteftines,  providing  it  be  violent  and  fe- 
vere, — for  {lighter  pains  are  named  tormina , — un- 
der the  generic  name  of  colic , and  according  to 
the  variety  of  the  caufes  from  which  it  proceeds, 
they  eftabliffi  a good  many  varieties,  each  of 
which  are  to  be  diftiaguifhed  by  its  peculiar 
marks,  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

86.  With  refpedl  to  the  caufes,  it  is  obvious 
that  thefe  muft  not  be  diffimilar  to  fuch  as  I have 
enumerated  in  par.  75.  and  that,  according  to  the 
diverfity  of  them,  a pain,  fometimes  greater, 
fometimes  lefs,  and  of  different  nature,  is  excited. 
The  chief  of  thefe  are,  flatus  ; vitiated,  or  abun- 
dant bile  ; various  kinds  of  phlegm,  namely, — 
to  fpeak  in  the  language,  and  according  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  ancients, — vitreous , vlfcid , acid, 
and  fait ; indurated  or  accumulated  faeces  flicking 
any  where ; ftony  concretions  growing  to  the  in- 
teftines ; hard,  fharp  bodies,  as  coins,  needles, 
bones,  cherry-flones,  thofe  of  prunes  and  other 
fruits,  and  fimilar  things  fwallowed  and  not  paffed 
by  ftool,  but  remaining  in  fome  of  the  convolu- 
tions of  the  inteftines,  or  fixed  fomewhere,  or 
obftrudting  the  paflage  ; various  kinds  of  worms, 
i as  txmx  ; fpafin  ; convulfions  ; congeftions  of 
blood  ; fuppreffion  of  the  hemorrhoidal  flux 
i fwellings  of  the  inteftines,  feinhus,  cancer,  ul- 
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cers,  conglomerations  *,  and  other  morbid  condi- 
tions oi;  them  or  the  neighbouring  vifcera ; the 
the  matter  of  gout,  rheumatifm,  herpes,  fcurvy, 
and  fcabies,  being  repelled  ; the  perfpirable  mat- 
ter being  retained,  and  palling  to  the  inteftines  ; 
pus  poured  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
proving  hurtful  to  the  inteftines  by  its  acrimony  ; 
bile  in  like  manner  difcharged  fuddenly,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  gall-bladder  burfting,  and  irrita- 
ting the  inteftines  externally  ; fevers,  both  of  the 
intermitting  and  continued  kind,  being  imper- 
fectly refoived,  or  their  fomes  proving  particu- 
larly injurious  to  the  abdominal  vifcera ; the 
catching  of  cold  ; the  imprudent  expofure  of 
the  ieet  to  cold  ; aliment  which  is  of  itfelf  hurtful, 
or  not  well  digefted  ; the  drinking  of  fermenting 
fubftances,  as  of  new  wine,  of  beer  which  is  not 
purified,  and  the  like ; the  eating  of  particular 
kinds  of  mufhrooms  ; retention  of  the  meconium, 
or  the  milk  becoming  acid  or  coagulated  in  in- 
fants ; and,  laftly,  enteritis  itfelf,  or  inflammation 
of  the  bowels,  which  is  by  fonae  named  cbor- 
dapfu iliac-pajjion , or  ileus  f. 

* Belides  the  conglomerations  of  the  inteftines,  which  I have 
already  pointed  cut  (84.),  that  one  which  is  defcribed  by  Co- 
lumbus, and  which  arofe  in  confequence  of  the  laft  convolutions  of 
the  ilium  being  entwined  together,  and  forming  a tumour  in  the 
hypogaftrium,  is  deferving  of  notice.  I myfelf  have  feen  a fmilar 
kind  of  tumour  in  a woman  who  had  been  long  afflidted  with  a chro- 
nic  colic,  and  was  at  length  cut  off  in  confequence  of  a marafmus 
induced  by  it.  Morgagni  (Ep'ijl.  anat.  med.  xxxix.  n.  29.  30.)  alfo 
adduces  an  inftance  of  a fimilar  tumour,  which  arofe  after  alcites. 
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likewife  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  in  confequence  of  the 
inteftines  being  cr twined  together,  and  having  acquired  almoft 
a cartilaginous  hardnefs.  In  the  fame  epiftle  a defcription  is  given 
of  a hard  and  circumfcribed  fwelling  in  the  lower  part  of  the  epi- 
gastrium, which  was  occafioned  inti  rely  by  the  retraction  and  con- 
glomeration of  the  fmall  inteftines.  Likewife  inftances  of  the  in- 
teftines,  together  with  the  mefentery,  being  convoluted  together, 
as  it  were,  into  a ball,  and  adhering  very  firmly,  may  be  read  in  the 
Ad.  acad.  N.  C.  vol.  i.  obf.  87.  and  vol.  vi.  obf.  124.  Fantoni, 
Obferv.  epilt.  4.  Bonetus,  fe£t.  21.  obf.  3.  § 8.  To  which  I my- 
felf  might  add  not  a few  other  inftances.  [Germ.  Editor .] 

f Hippocrates  himfelf  appears  to  have  employed  the  word  ileus 
in  this  very  fenfe,  when  he  obferves  : “ Vomiting,  or  hiccup,  or 
convulfions,  or  delirium,  proceeding  from  ileus,  are  bad  5”  aph. 
10.  feet.  7.  For  by  the  word  ileus  had  he  understood,  not  enteritis, 
but  volvulus,  as  it  is  called,  he  could  not  have  mentioned  vomiting 
as  a bad  fymptom,  as  volvulus,  in  its  nature,  takes  in  vomiting  j 
nor  can  it  exifl  without  it.  But  it  appears  more  clearly  that  Hip- 
pocrates fpoke  concerning  inflammation,  or  enteritis,  in  the  book 
De  ejj'ed.  xxii.  § 5.  wdiere  thefe  wrords  occur  : “ When  ileus  attacks 
a perlon,  the  belly  becomes  hard,  and  paffes  nothing  ) and  all  the 
lower  parts  of  the  bowTels  are  affeCled  with  pain,  and  fever  and  third: 
are  prefent  \ fometimes,  however,  on  account  of  the  pain,  likewife 
a vomiting  of  bile  takes  place.”  But  in  volvulus  the  excrements, 
not  bile,  are  thrown  off  by  vomiting.  [Gmrc.  Editor']. 

1 , 

87.  Hence  flow  the  varieties  of  colics  which 
are  moft  frequently  mentioned  by  phyficians* 
namely,  the  colic  a , fiatulenta , biliofa , pituitofa, Jler~ 
corahs,  calculofa , verminofa,  fpaftica,  and  convidjiva , 
f anguine  a,  hemorrhoid  alts,  catamenia  Us i arthritic a , 
fcorbutica , me  tad  a tic  a,  accideniahs , from  fubftances 
fwal lowed,  or  from  cold,  injlammatoria , and  fo 
forth.  Befides  thefe  varieties,  however,  which 
the  more  evident  caufcs  of  the  difeafe  occaGob* 
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there  are  others  which  may  be  reckoned  in  com- 
mon, as  the  primary,  fecondary,  fymptomatic, 
periodical,  chronic,  endemic,  epidemic,  &c.  The 
periodical  (pecies  frequently  originate  from  the 
fomes  of  intermitting  fevers,  and  generally  fuper- 
vene  as  a fymptom  upon  the  acceffions.  The 
chronic  fpecies  * is  for  the  mod  part  occafioned 
by  organic  injuries,  which  prove  obftinate  and 
hard  to  remove,  fuch  as  have  been  already  men- 
tioned in  par.  84.  and  86.  ; as  the  endemic  and 
epidemic  fpecies  are  occafioned  by  certain  com- 
mon caufes  which  are  more  or  lefs  diffufed. 

* Hoffman  obferves  : “ Eefides  pains  of  tbe  inteftines,  which  are 
of  an  acute  kind,  and  terminate  in  health  or  death  in  a ftiort  time, 
others  likewife  occur,  wrhich  are  of  a chronic  kind,  continuing  for 
a greater  length  of  time,  and  diftrefting  the  patient  for  many  weeks, 
or  even  for  a twelvemonth  \ although  at  intervals  they  have  theix 
remifiions  and  exacerbations.  After  death  the  caufe  of  thefe  has  been 
difcovered  to  conlift  in  the  narrownefs,  conftridlicn,  fcirrhus,  or 
callus,  of  fome  part  of  the  inteftines,”  &c.  Se£l.  ii.  c.  v.  p.  180. 
De  mtejl in.  dolor.  Holler  (lib.  i.  c.  xli.  De  morb.  intern.)  and  Rho-  • 
dius  (cent.  ii.  obf.  75.)  defcribe  a fcirrhus  of  the  colon.  Likewife 
Beniveni  (lib.  v.  De  abdit.  rerum  cauf.  c.  xxx.  & xxxiv.)  has  ob- 
ferved  a colic  occafioned  by  a callus  in  the  inteftines.  Hildanus 
alfo,  in  the  body  of  a man  who  for  fome  years  had  laboured  under 
a conftant  fixed  pain  below  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  had  at 
length  died  of  a moil  dreadful  iliac  paftion,  difcovered  a fcirrhus 
already  in  a ftate  of  ulceration  at  the  bottom  of  the  caecum.  See 
Van  Swieten,  § 486.  Riverius,  Prax.  med.  1.x.  c.  i.  De  dolor,  cs- 
lie.  and  Roncall,  Hift.  morb.  p.  172. 

88.  The  common  caufes  either  affed  num- 
bers at  the  fame  time,  or  only  certain  diftridts, 
or  particular  artizans  or  families.  Citefius  be- 
lieved that  uaripe  acid  wiae  was  the  caufe  of 
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the  very  fevere  colic  with  which  he  obferved 
the  inhabitants  of  Poidtiers  and  neighbouring 
diftri&s  epidemically  affected  A fimilar  co- 
lic is  referred  by  Pifo,  Sennert,  Crato,  Garda- 
nus,  Wepfer,  and  others,  to  white  wine  not  fuf- 
ficiently  purified.  Tronchini  afferts  that  im- 
moderate drinking  of  punch  may  occafion  fuch 
colics  ; and,  on  the  fame  account,  fufpedted  the 
bad  effedls  of  lemon-juice  and  vitriolic  acid,  when 
employed  too  abundantly.  The  inhabitants  of 
Japan,  as  we  are  informed  by  Kaempfer,  are 
likewife  liable  to  a fimilar  colic,  on  account  of 
drinking  a fpecies  of  beer,  probably  of  an  acid 
kind  J.  Putrid  waters  abounding  with  animalcula5 
fuch  as  the  Laplanders  drink,  are  confidered  by 
Linnaeus  as  the  common  caufe  of  the  colic  with 
which  they  are  affected.  Huxham  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Devonfliire  colic  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
drinking  of  cyder,  which  is  fo  prevalent  there* 
But  Sir  George  Baker  ||  is  rather  difpofed  to 
derive  it  from  drinking  cyder  fweetened  by 
the  admixture  of  lead.  In  fadt,  nothing  contri- 
butes more  to  induce  fuch  colics,  and  of  the  moft 
fevere  kind,  than  wines  fwebtened  with  lead,  or 
litharge  ; as  alfo  medicines  prepared  with  lead., 
employed  both  internally  § and  externally ; as 
alfo  the  fumes  or  powder  of  lead  taken  in  with 
the  breath,  or  fwallowed  ; cofmetics  prepared 
with  it ; and,  lafily,  meat  boiled  in  leaden  vef«* 
fels,  or  long  kept  in  them.  Some  alfo  enumerate* 
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among  the  caufes  of  this  colic,  the  fumes  of  arfc- 
nic  and  of  antimony  not  properly  purified,  or  the 
internal  employment  of  native  cinnabar  without 
ablution,  and  verdigris  communicated  to  the  food 
from  copper  veflels.  Such  perfons,  however,  are 
completely  refuted  by  Stockhaufen,  in  his  excel- 
lent work,  who  contends,  that  the  colics  which 
are  generally  named  metallic  arife  from  lead  alone, 
and  therefore  names  them  faturnince , to  diftin- 
guifh  them  from  the  other  fpecies  of  the  com- 
plaint The  colic  which  by  others  is  named 
metallic  a,  or  J alumina , by  Ramazzini  is  called  co- 
lica  lumbariorum , by  Dubois  figulina , as  alfo  co~ 
lica  piElorum , becaufe  the  perfons  mofl  liable  to  it 
are  miners,  thofe  who  work  among  metals,  efpe- 
cially  Inch  as  handle  lead,  or  thofe  who  glaze 
earthen  veflels,  or  diflolve  and  grind  various  kinds 
of  pigments,  or  who  inhale  the  fine  duft  arifing 
from  them,  as  potters  and  painters.  But  befides 
the  fpecies  of  colic  already  enumerated,  it  is  to 
De  obferved,  that  in  our  times  the  name  of  colic 
is  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  abdomen  alfo  ; 
and  therefore,  that  practitioners  frequently  make 
mention  of  the  colica  Jiomachica , pancreatica , me- 
[enteric  a ^ hyjierica , nephritic  a , and  hepatic  a , cr, 
as  others  would  rather  have  it,  hepatalgia. 

* De  novo  et  popul.  apud.  pic!  on.  dolor,  col.  lit.  diatril.  Par.  1659. 

f De  colic.  piBon.  Genev.  1757.  f Slnumitat.  iii.  ii.  2. 

||  Lond.  mtd.  tranf.  vol.  i.  p.175.  § Traite  des  mauvair 

egets  de  la  fume , de  la  litharge  iraduit  du  Latin , cf  comments  par  M.  J. 
J.  Gardsuie,  Par.  1776. 
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^Jj"  An  indance  of  this  caufe  is  adduced  by  Fernelius,  in  the  fol- 
lowing hillory  ( Dc  lue  venerea,  c.  vii.).  “ A friend  of  mine  was 
fubjefl  to  a dillillation  from  the  head,  fometimes  proceeding  to  the 
neck  and  fhoulder-blades,  fometimes  to  the  joints  of  the  feet  \ on 
which  fupervening,  however,  he  ufed  to  be  deprived  of  the  proper 
evacuations.  After  he  had  been  freed  from  his  pains  by  my  treats 
ment,  an  empyric  recommended  the  powder  of  lead  as  an  antidote 
againd  gout,  fo  warmly,  as  at  once  to  perfuade  him  that  the  preven- 
tion of  its  recurrence  depended  intirely  upon  that  remedy.  Having 
recourfe  to  this  powder,  therefore,  in  fifteen  days  he  confirmed  a 
pound  and  a half  of  it,  taken  in  broth,  or  wine,  or  along  with 
roalled  pears,  and  other  things,  in  place  of  fugar.  But,  upon  the 
twelfth  day,  a terrible  dyfentery,  accompanied  with  fever,  arofe, 
and  was  attended  with  the  mod;  dreadful  gripes,  not  only  of  the 
belly,  but  alfo  with  cramps  of  the  flomach  reaching  to  the  fpine  of 
the  back.  So  great  a relaxation  of  the  flomach,  and  injury  of  its 
mouth  followed,  that  it  could  not  bear  the  flighted;  touch  : and 
whatever  was  taken  in,  either  contrafling  a leaden  fmell,  or  ranci- 
dity, was  diortly  after  thrown  up.  In  confequence  of  this,  fo  great 
a quantity  of  datus  was  emitted,  that  every  thing  fwallowed  feemed 
to  be  converted  into  wind.  When  the  dyfentery  was  allayed,  the 
excruciating  pains  of  the  belly,  loins,  and  flomach,  continued 
twenty  days,  accompanied  with  a mod:  diflreding  fenfation  of  heat 
internally,  and  he  palled  the  like  number  of  nights  without  deep. 
During  this  time,  although  he  was  not  very  thirfly,  his  appetite 
was  intirely  gone  ; nor  was  any  thing  palled  by  the  belly,  unlefs 
when  it  was  excited  by  a clyder  or  cathartic.  And  every  thing 
difeharged,  either  by  dool  or  by  the  mouth,  whether  fpontaneoudy 
or  by  art,  was  tinged  with  a leaden  colour,  fo  much  had  it  imparted 
that  quality  to  the  internal  parts.  An  iflerus  in  the  mean  time  ha- 
ving arifen,  the  appearance  of  the  whole  body  was  changed  5 and 
the  blood,  which,  after  the  dyfentery  had  been  allayed,  wras  drawn 
to  cure  the  fever,  was  found  to  be  wholly  yellow,  bilious,  and 
frothy.” 

TifTot  likewife  adduces  indances  of  the  mod  dreadful  colics  ha- 
ving been  occafioned  by  fugar  of  lead,  and  the  tinftura  antiphthijic* 
of  Garmann.  JDs  colic,  faturnut. 
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<riIE  DIAGNOSIS . 

89.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  mention  in 
what  manner  the  particular  fpecies  of  colic  are 
diftinguifhed.  And  although  I have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  no  certain  conclufion  concerning 
the  part  affefted  can  be  drawn  from  the  feat  of 
the  pain,  on  account  of  the  frequent  difplacement 
of  the  parts  from  their  natural  fituation,  ftill,  if 
they  be  contained  in  their  place,  no  fmall  light  is 
obtained  from  the  anatomical  knowledge  of  the 
part  in  which  the  pain  is  fixed.  When  the  pain, 
therefore,  is  fituate  in  the  umbilical  region,  it 
will  appear  to  arife  from  the  jejunum  and  ilium 
being  chiefly  affected,  or  from  a morbid  ftate  of 
the  mefentery  itfelf.  That  pain,  again,  which  is 
chiefly  fevere  in  the  back  and  loins,  towards  the 
right  fide,  is  fuppofed  principally  to  afifedt  xhz  duo- 
denum ^ or  beginning  of  the  jejunum , as  the  termi- 
nation of  the  duodenum  refts  upon  the  lumbar 
region.  In  that  cafe,  however,  it  in  fome  mea- 
fure  refembles  cardialgla , or  hepatic , or  nephritic 
colic,  from  which,  however,  it  ought  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed by  the  marks  laid  down  elfewhere  (77* 
78.).  But  if  the  pain  aflfedt  the  colon,  it  rifes  up 
from  the  right  thigh  to  the  right  hypochondre, 
from  thence  palling  acrofs  under  the  falfe  ribs,  to 
the  left  hypochondre  ; and,  laftly,  bending  down 
where  the  colon  terminates  in  the  redhim.  Very 
frequently  the  pain  is  perceived  in  the  left  hypo- 
chondre, under  the  faife  ribs,  and  is  then  generally 
aferibed  to  the  fpleen*  But,  in  place  of  the  fpleen, 
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generally  the  inteftines  are  aflfeded  there,  namely, 
in  thofe  parts  in  which  they  are  varioufly  inflected 
and  convoluted.  And  this  pain  is  generally  very 
troublefome  to  hypochondriacal  men,  and  hyfte- 
rical  women.  For  if  phlegm,  or  fluggifh  mucus* 
or  flatus,  or  feces,  or  any  fimilar  caufe,  adhere  in 
the  windings  of  the  jejunum  and  colon,  where 
they  are  directed  to  the  left  hypochondre  *,  a 
fixed  pain  may  he  excited  in  that  hypochondre, 
which  would  be  more  profound  when  the  jeju- 
num is  afte&ed,  and  lefs  when  the  colon  is  the 
feat.  The  fame  thing  happens  aifo,  not  far  from 
the  right  thigh,  if,  as  not  unfrequently  happens, 
the  fame  caufes  adhere  about  the  extremity  of  the 
ilium,  and  beginning  of  the  colon  ; in  which 
part  a hard  and  circumfcribed  tumour  frequently 
then  betrays  itfelf,  until  the  caufe  from  which  the 
pain  proceeds  be  difcufled. 

* Hoffman,  Dc  intejlin.  dolor.  fe&.  ii.  c,v.  p.178. 

90.  So  much  concerning  the  marks  pointing 
out  the  part  affeded.  I fhall  now  make  a few 
obfervations  concerning  the  fymptoms  by  means 
of  which  we  afcertain  the  peculiar  caufes  of  each 
colic,  or  their  varieties.  And,  iirfi,  the  flatulent  co- 
lic is  indicated  likewife  by  a fixed  pain,  or,  as  more 
frequently  happens,  by  a (Lifting  one  ; by  a ten- 
five  and  tympanitic  fwelling  of  the  belly,  by 
borborygmi,  and  fometimes  by  difficult  infpira- 
tion  : all  of  which  fymptoms  are  allayed  upon 
wind  being  pafled  by  the  mouth  or  anus.  Some- 
tiroes  in  this  fpecie*  the  belly  becomes  fo  tenfe, 
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that  the  umbilicus  pfotuberatcs  rprodigioufly,  and 
runs  into  hernia  umbilicalis , or  omphalocele . Fre- 
quently the  upper  part  of  the  colon  is  occupied 
by  the  flatus  ; in  which  cafe,  in  confequence  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  ftomach  and  liver,  it 
becomes  very  difficult  to  fay  what  part  is  a fie  died, 
or  from  what  caufe.  It  feldom  happens  that  a 
collection  of  air  merely  diftending  the  inteftines 
occafions  the  difeafe,  but  frequently  the  inteftines 
being  confirmed,  in  confequence  of  fpafm,  fhut 
up  air  in  fome  of  their  convolutions,  which,  be- 
ing expanded  by  the  heat,  overcomes  the  reft  fi- 
ance of  the  coats,  frequently  diftending  them  to 
a prodigious  degree,  as  is  rendered  manifeft  ex- 
ternally to  the  feeling, 

9T.  A fenfe  of  weight  is  faid  to  denote,  that 
the  colic  depends  upon  phlegm  and  vifeid  mucus, 
but  not  at  all  acrid ; that  of  a fixed  and  pungent 
pain,  that  the  complaint  depends  upon  an  acid  or 
fait  phlegm,  or  fome  other  irritating  humour  $ 
very  fevere  tormina,  for  the  moil  part  ftiifting, 
leldom  fixed,  with  the  fenfation  of  a ball  rifing 
to  the  fauces,  accompanied  with  thin,  watery  u- 
rine,  frequently  voided,  together  with  trembling, 
horripilatio,  and  yawning,  denote  the  fpafmodic 
and  convuljive  or  hyflcrical  and  hypochondriacal 
colic  ; laftly,  a fenfation  of  gnawing,  returning  at 
intervals,  and  accompanied  with  a great  variety 
of  fymptoms,  is  faid  to  denote  the  prefence  of  the 
colic  a verminofa . The  fpccies  named  fa?iguinca , 
hcemorrhoidaks 7 or  catamenia  lisy  may  be  fulpcCted 
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to  be  prefect,  firft.  from  the  abfeace  of  the  other 
fauies;  and,  next,  from  the  default  of  cuflomary 
evacuations,  whether  of  the  menftrual  or  hemor- 
rhoidal flux  ; or,  laftiy,  from  the  periodical  flow 
of  them  being  threatened,  and  fometimes  from 
fome  febrile  motion,  which  is  generally  excited 
in  them.  That  it  is  the  fpecies  named  JI er  cor  alls  f 
will  appear,  if  the  belly  have  been  bound  for 
fome  days,  if  a fenfe  of  weight  and  fulnefs  be 
felt  in  it,  and  if  fome  error  with  refped  to  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  food  have  been  com- 
mitted. Hence  alfo,  and  efpecially  on  an  exami- 
nation of  what  the  patient  may  have  been  pre- 
vioufly  doing,  or  what  he  may  have  fwallowed, 
the  diagnofis  of  the  accidental  colic , from  ingefta, 
from  cold,  and  other  evident  and  flight  caufes, 
will  eafily  be  obtained.  The  inflammatory  colic , 
and  enteritis , betray  themfelves  by  an  acute  pain, 
which  does  not  admit  of  the  touch,  or  returns 
on  any  flight  preffure,  and,  by  the  fwelling  of 
the  part,  by  the  heat,  pulfation,  and  fever  accom- 
panying it,  which  is  fometimes  greater,  fometimes 
lefs.  It  is  here  to  be  remarked,  that  inflammation 
of  the  inteftineSj  which  quickly  terminates  in  a 
fatal  gangrene,  fometimes  fecretly  and  unexpect- 
edly fupervenes  on  colic  pains,  while  no  fymp- 
toms  ot  fever,  or  fuch  as  are  very  flight,  are  dif- 
coverable  in  the  pulfe.  Anatomical  difleCtion  has 
repeatedly  fhewn  this.  Nay,  from  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Morgagni,  Valfalva,  Riverius,  Simpfon* 
and  De  Ha^n,  it  appears  that  inflammations  of 
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the  inteftines,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of 
other  parts,  occur  not  only  without  any  fever, 
but  even  without  any  pain,  probably  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  feeling  of  the  nerves  being  loft, 
or  paralyfis  of  them  having  come  on.  But  when 
thefe  fymptoms  are  wanting,  Morgagni,  after 
the  example  of  Albertini,  thus  points  out  the  me- 
thod of  detecting  them  : u A low,  and  rather  weak 
pulfe,  which,  if  attention  be  paid  to  it,  is  found 
to  be  fomewhat  variable,  tenfion  and  hardnefs  of 
the  abdomen,  with  fome  pain,  and,  laftly,  the  face 
exhibiting  an  unufual  appearance,  different  upon 
different  occaftons,  fo  that  I have  fometimes  ol> 
ferved  the  eyes  terrified,  as  it  were,  and,  at  other 
times,  a kind  of  livid  colour  about  the  lips  : fuch 
are  the  fymptoms — for  fometimes  he  obferved 
the  tongue  alfo  unhealthy,  and  fome  degree  of 
third; — which  have  generally  offered  themfelves 
to  me  in  fuch  cafes  f.”  But  De  Haen  had  a pa** 
tient  in  whom  the  tenfion,  pain,  and  obftrudion 
of  the  belly,  were  abfent  if. 

* Lorry  defcribes  a colic  Jimply  convulfivs , the  peculiar  fymp*. 
tom  of  which  was,  an  inexpreftible  kind  of  anxiety.  On  ditfe&ing 
the  body,  he  found  the  inteftines,  but  efpecially  the  colon,  very 
much  conftrifted  \ and  the  ftomach  divided  into  two  cavities,  on 
account  of  a conftri<ftion,  which  had  arifen  in  the  middle  of  it. 
fpifl.  de  la  fee.  roy.  de  med.  vol.  ii.  p.  195.  et  feqq. 
f Epi/l.  anat.  vied.  xxxv.  n.  21,  J Rat.  med . p>  14.  fe£t.  i.  c.iii. 

92,  In  the  bilious  colic  there  is  a mod  diftrefs- 
ing  pain,  at  firft  generally  drifting,  but  which 
afterwards  is  nearly  confined  to  a fpot,  and  ap- 
pears, as  it  were,  to  bore  through  the  inteftines, 
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or  to  bind  them  with  a bandage.  It  is  attended 
with  a bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  great  third:, 
fometimes  hoarfenefs,  or  even  aphonia , burning 
heat  internally,  tenfion  of  the  abdomen,  vomit- 
ing, or  bilious  Itools,  and  not  unfrequently  with 
acute  and  raging  fever.  But  fometimes  the  vo- 
miting and  loofenefs  is  fo  great,  that  it  readily 
pafies  into  cholera , or  the  iliac  pajjion , or  ileus  t 
properly  fo  called.  The  laft  happens  principally 
when,  as  the  difeafe  advances,  the  pain  is  confi- 
ned nearly  to  one  fpot,  and  the  belly  is  almofi: 
intirely  fhut.  It  is  alfo  peculiar  to  the  bilious  co- 
lic, that  it  occafionally  remits,  or  even  for  a few 
hours  altogether  ceafes,  but  afterwards  returns 
with  greater  violence  than  ever  ; which  change, 
when  it  is  about  to  take  place,  is  generally  fore- 
told by  the  complaining  and  forrowful  counte- 
nance of  the  patient.  Some  have  fuppofed  that 
this  colic  is  one  and  the  fame  with  the  inflamma- 
tory fpecies,  but  improperly.  This,  however,  is 
certain,  that  it  frequently  pafies  into  enteritis. 

93.  But  it  neceffariiy  happens  in  every  colic* 
when  the  nerves  and  fibres  are  twitched  with  a 
lomewhat  fharp  pain,  that  fpafms  and  convulfions 
muft  be  excited,  or  readily  fupervene  on  the 
complaint.  But  if  the  fpafms  and  affections  of  the 
nervous  fyftem  be  remarkable  ; if  the  umbilicus 
and  abdominal  mufcles  be,  as  it  were,  drawn  in  ; 
if  the  pains  appear  to  be  deeper  feated,  and  to 
ftretch  to  the  loins,  from  whence  the  fpinal 
nerves  come  out ; if  the  head  be  affeCted  with 
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vertigo  or  excruciating  pain  ; if  epilepfy,  alfo,  or 
paralyfis  of  the  feet  or  hands,  or  of  both,  come 
on,  or  if  the  pain  terminate  in  it  and  the  belly 
be  fo  bound  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a clyfter-pipe  : 
— it  is  then  generally  named  the  Jpafmodic  and 
convulfive  f , or  nervous  colic  J.  I obferve  that  it  is 
iikewife  named  colic  a piElonum , on  account  of  be- 
ing fuppofed  to  be  particularly  hoftile  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Poidtiers  ; but  it  is  neither  peculiar  to 
them  ||,  nor  does  that  one  which  was  obferved 
by  Citefius  § to  prevail  epidemically  or  endemi- 
cally  among  them,  comprehend  all  the  fpafmodie 
colics,  but  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as  being  a 
particular  fpecies  of  them.  Others,  who  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  in  it  the  mefenteric  plexus  §, 
and  the  mefentery  kfelf,  are  chiefly  affedled,  like- 
wife,  and  not  improperly,  give  it  the  name  of 
mefenteric  colic  ^[.  Some  alfo  have  fuppofed  that 
it  is  to  be  derived  from  the  fpinal  marrow  being 
primarily  affedted,  while  the  intefiines  and  mefen- 
tery remain  uninjured,  and  have  diftinguifhed  it 
by  the  peculiar  and  new  name  of  rachialgia 
excluding  it  altogether  from  the  nature  of  co- 
lic f f. 


* Tiffot  (Epijl*  war.  arg.  p.152,,)  obferves  : “ Concerning  the 

caufes  of  colics  which  induce  paralyfi?,  authors  are  not  agreed.  I 

am  difpofed  to  believe,  however,  that  certain  wines , poifons , and 

f curvy,  are  the  only  caufes  of  them.  The  molt  fevere  colics  from 

% 

other  caufes  are  not  followed  by  paralyfis.  This  opinion,  however, 
I propofe  with  deference.” 

f Hoffman,  Med.  rat.  fyft.  vol.  iv.  fe£i.  2.  c.  v.  j 9.  Vogel, 
T)e  cog.  et  cur.  morb.  cl.  iii.  dot.  colic.  §442.  t Town,  upon 

Allen's  fynopjls , P.  ii.  c.  iv.  p.  156.  Buchan's  Domejl.  msd. 


OF  PA.INS  OF  THE  INTEStltfES,  &C, 


4 

||  For  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  Barbadoes,  Hungary,  I'rs  r:  , 

Moravia,  Aultria,  and  other  countries,  are  likewife  liable  to  it. 

§ Citelius,  Diatrib.  de  nov.  et  popul.  apud pidones  dot  colic,  hihnfi 
Par.  1639.  -A-  g°°d  many  writers  have  given  their  teftimony,  that 

this  colic  has  fometimes  appeared  as  an  epidemic.  It  appears  from 
Lange  (Epiftola  de  torminibus  ventris  a fibre  reledis),  that  it  raged  in 
Moravia  and  Silefia  in  the  fixteenth  century  5 as  alfo  from  the  works 
of  Crato,  an.  1582,  De  par alyfi  et  colica . But,  above  all,  • palfage 
of  Paulus  iEgineta  deferves  notice  (lib.  iii.  c.43,  towards  the  end), 
which  is  as  follows  : “ I am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  bowel-com- 
plaint, which  Jlill  prevkils,  proceeded  from  fuch  humours  as  that  did 
which  begun  in  the  Jlates  of  Italy , and  raged  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
Roman  republic  like  a peflilence  ; in  confequence  of  which  mod  patients 
were  attacked  with  epilepfy,  fome  with  lofs  of  power  of  the  joints, 
while  fenfation  remained,  and  others  were  attacked  with  both  : and 
cf  thofe  who  were  attacked  with  epilepfy  more  were  cut  off,  while 
the  greater  number  of  fuch  as  were  attacked  with  paralyfis  of  the 
joints  efcaped  \ the  caufe  of  the  complaint,  as  in  a crilis,  being  at- 
tracted from  the  part  which  it  had  affe&ed.”  If  Pliny, — a paffagc 
from  whom  I have  quoted  above,  in  a note  upon  par.  82. — when 
he  wrote  that  colic  was  a new  complaint , had  meant  this  epidemic,  of 
which  HEgineta  makes  mention,  he  could  not  be  accufed  of  falfity, 
as  he  has  been  by  Sennert  and  Tronchini } for  this  epidemic  fpafmo- 
dic  colic  probably  had  begun  many  years  before,  namely,  during  the 
reign  of  Trajan,  and  continued  to  lpread  from  one  dhtridt  to  ano- 
ther, until  the  time  of  AEgineta,  who  llourithed  under  the  Empe- 
ror Honorius. 

<[[  Willis,  P.  ii.  c.  15.  “ The  part  principally  affedled  in  colic 
to  him  appeared  to  be,  the  mefentery,  on  account  of  its  being  very 
fenfible  \ from  which  the  morbific  matter  paffes,  not  by  the  artery, 
but  by  the  nerves,  and  that  its  feat  is  not  the  coats  of  the  mtedines, 
but  the  nervous  plexus  of  the  mefentery.” 

**  Ettmuiler,  vol.  ii.  p.  1.  Coll.  Prad.  fedf.  xi.  p.  183. 

j-f  Adruc,  in  a thefts  publifhed  at  Montpelier,  an.  1751,  en- 
entitled  Pin  morbo  colic#  piBonum  redius  rachialgia  dido  venefedio  in 
hracbio?  Sauvages,  Nofol.  cl.  vii.  ord.  v.  n.  29. 

The  rachialgia  of  Ludwig  is  a pain  in  the  fpine  cf  the  back  ; 
from  'VcA-gtc,  fpina  dorfi , and  doleo . Aflruc  from  hypothecs  de- 

rives colic  pains  from  the  nerves  of  the  fpinal  marrow  being  »&, 

Vol.  V.  F f 
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feded.  After  his  example,  Sauvages  has  transferred  the  name  of 
rhachialgia  to  the  colic  a pidonum , J, alumina , and  eonvu/fiva . But,  in 
fad,  the  rhachialgia  of  Ludwig,  that  is,  the  true  pain  of  the  back, 
would  belong  to  tile  kind  of  difeafe  by  Sauvages  named  lumbago. 
Rhachialgia  is  either  idiopathic  or  fympathetic . Delius  -was  rather  dif- 
pofed  to  diflingmfh  all  thofe  things  by  the  name  of  notialgict,  from 
uXyw,  doko , and  vcjtos,  dorfum. — Fir  if,  of  the  rhachialgia  fympathe - 
tic  a.  In  colic  pains,  not  only  the  arch  of  the  colon,  but  likewife 
the  reft  of  the  inteflines,  are  affected  with  uneafy  tenfion.  But  the 
mefenteric  plexus,  by  defcending  to  the  aorta,  fo  adhere  to  the 
fpme,  as  to  feem,  as  it  wTere,  united  to  it  anteriorly,  and,  therefore, 
not  only  oecafion  fhifting  fpafms  in  various  parts  of  the  inteflinal 
canal,  but  alfo  draw  the  fpine,  at  the  loins,  into  confent.  Hence 
it  frequently  happens,  that  the  neighbouring  fides  are  affeded  to- 
gether, and  the  fpafms  afcending  to  the  thorax  and  ribs  fre- 
quently refemble  pleuritic  pains  *,  which,  however,  fficrtly  ceafe, 
upon  the  caule  of  the  fpafms  of  the  inteflines  being  removed  by 
proper  remedies.  The  hemorrhoidal  pains  frequently  pafs  to  the  os 
facrum , loins , and  fpine.  For  this  ought  not  to  be  derived  merely 
from  the  turgid  and  varicofe  veffels  in  the  anus,  inteflines,  mefoco- 
lon,  and  thofe  derived  from  the  hypogaflric,  but  chiefly  from  the 
connexion  of  the  hypogaflric  plexus  defcending  to  the  redlum  with 
the  nerves  of  the  os  facrum,  and  thofe  of  the  fpine  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Hence,  likewife,  the  hemorrhoidal  colic ; for  the  tenfion 
ilretches  from  the  redlum  to  the  loins  and  inteflines.  The  pains 
during  menilruation,  pregnancy,  and  parturition,  frequently  extend 
to  the  loins.  In  young  puerperal  women,  frequently  a troublefomc 
tenfion  is  excited  in  the  back  from  w-eaknefs  of  the  fpine,  the 
parts  of  which  have  not  yet  acquired  their  due  flrength.  For  preg- 
nant women  can  fearcely  fupport  the  increafed  bulk  and  weight  of 
the  abdomen,  in  confequence  of  which  fuch  w'eaknefs  of  the  fpine  and 
haunchesis  occafioned,that  for  fome  weeks  afterwards  they  can  fcarce- 
lr  Hand  upon  their  legs,  but  totter;  and  if  they  do  not  refrain  from 
violent  exertions,  or  if  they  have  had  a difficult  delivery,  they  on 
this  account  experience  dittreffing  and  habitual  pains  in  the  Imall 
of  the  back  for  the  remainder  of  life.  The  fame  inconveniences  are 
liable  to  attack  women  more  advanced  in  life,  when,  during  the 
violent  pains  of  parturition,  they  over-hretch  the  ligaments , mtifchs , 
and  nerves  of  the  fpme  at  the  loins  and  the  haunch-bones  connected 
with  the  of  J'acrum.  It  appears  probable,  that  from  this  caufe  ths 
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fe.fi  jal  abfcejfes,  as  they  are  called,  more  frequently  arife  at  the  fpim 
of  the  loins  and  lower  parts,  than  elfewhere.  That  they  may  not 
therefore,  be  diftreffed  with  thefe  complaints,  it  is  necefiary  by 
repofe  to  reltore  the  parts  to  their  former  flrength.  In  the  nephritic 
fpecies  of  the  complaint,  on  account  of  the  connexion  of  the  renal 
plexus  with  the  mef enteric , and  with  the  vertebra,  tenfive  pains  afcend 
to  the  fpine  of  the  back.  Sometimes  the  nephritic  pain  is  lefs  uneafy 
in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  and  more  fevere  down  at  the  inguina, 
teftes,  and  llretches  along  the  trad  of  the  crural  nerve , being  felt, 
particularly  during  walking,  at  the  lumbar  fpine.  In  fevers  alfo,  the 
lajjitude  and  the  fluffing  tenfive  pains  of  the  back  depend  on  dyf- 
crafy  of  the  fluids.  Hence  the  lumbago  of  fevers  and  fmall-pox  are 
a fpecies  of  rhachialgia.  But  the  pains  of  the  back  and  loins  may 
arife  from  the  increased  motion  and  impetus  of  the  blood.  In  gene- 
ral, however,  they  are  to  be  derived  from  fpafms  of  the  prima  via 
firetching  to  the  fpine.  Nay,  fpafms  may  pals  from  the  fpine  to 
encephalon , and  excite  pains  of  the  head  by  content.  But  enough 
concerning  the  fympathetic  fpecies  of  the  complaint.  I fhall  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  idiopathic  pains  of  the  fpine;  There  is  a fpecies  of  idio- 
pathic rhachialgid,  confiding  in  a certain  pungent  and  fixed  pain  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  thorax  and  loins,  firetching  to  the  fides  of  the  loins 
and  thorax,  fucceeding  to  violent  efforts,  immoderate  dancing,  fad- 
den  twilling  of  the  fpine  of  the  back,  or  even  hidden  changes  of 
the  body  from  one  fide  to  another.  With  this  fpecies  of  rachialgia 
frequently  the  organs  of  refpiration  are  fo  affefted,  that  the  infpira- 
tion  is  perceived  to  be  deep,  fhort,  and  fomewhat  painful.  For  the 
mod  part  this  pain,  while  the  body  is  at  reft,  likewife  ceafes,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  patient  find  a convenient  pofture.  But  it  is  fhortly 
after  excited  at  the  commencement  of  motion,  or  when  it  is  conti- 
nued. Sometimes,  alfo,  it  is  conftant,  ceafing  when  the  body  is 
at  reft,  and  rendering  tire  refpiration  anxious.  When  it  takes  place 
in  the  loins,  and  is  fixed  there,  it  not  unfrequently  increafes  fo  as 
to  affecl  the  whole  fpine  of  the  back,  and  fhortly  after  occafions  a 
pain,  either  of  the  whole  head,  or  at  leaf!  of  the  back  of  the  head. 
In  thefe  pains  the  caufe  appears  to  be,  fome  injury  fuftained  by  thb 
fpine  of  the  back.  But  external  violence  applied  to  the  mufcles 
will  produce  the  fame  effedh  The  fpine  of  the  back  is  prefled 
upon,  and  becomes  painful,  in  confequence  of  flatus,  dropfy,  preg- 
nancy, and  Availing  of  the  mefentery  and  ovarium.  When  the  fpmi 
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is  injured  in  confequence  of  exertions,  dancing,  and  tlie  carrying’ 
of  burdens,  luxation  feldom  happens.  If  the  fpine  at  the  fame 
time  receive  a blow,  the  vertebrae  are  rather  broken,  diftorted,  or 
flightly  luxated.  Sometimes  the  ligaments  are  luxated  ; the  vefifels 
are  comprefled,  or  open  and  pour  out  their  fluids ; and  flow  cor- 
ruption of  the  effufed  matter,  and  abfcefles  at  the  fpine  of  the  back, 
and  ofteofleatomata  take  place.  The  former  induce  flow  cartes  of 
the  vertebrae,  tlie  latter  induce  tumours,  by  which  the  neighbouring 
parts  are  comprefled  *,  and  although  bony  flrata  arife  in  the  tumour 
itfelf,  Hill  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  bones  are  eroded  by  foul 
abfcefles  arif  ng  in  the  tumour.  In  each  difeafe,  after  various  agoni- 
flng  pains  of  the  fpine,  emaciation  and  flow  fevers  at  length  cut  off 
the  patient.  See  the  inaugural  diflertation  of  Joan.  Gotthelf.  Herr- 
man,  de  ojlecjleatomate , Lipf.  1757.  The  origin  of  cxojlofes  is  to  be 
referred  to  the  laceration,  burfling,  or  luxation  of  the  ligaments. 
The  mufcles  alfo  are  affedled,  and  become  inflamed  \ effuflcns,  flag- 
nations,  and  oedematous  fwellings  enfue  ) hence  pains  and  abfcefles. 
They  alfo  are  luxated,  and  forced  from  their  feat.  See  Pouteau, 
Melange  de  chir , Lyon.  1760.  Ludwig,  Adverf.  med.  praft.  vol.i. 
P.  iv.  art.  4. 

94.  Retaining  the  generic  name  of  fpafmodic 
colic , which  to  me  appears  more  proper,  I have 
divided  it,  after  Bontasus  *,  into  primary  and  fe- 
condary * The  primary  fpecies  arifes  from  an  ex- 
ternal caufe  manifeftly  introduced  into  the  fto- 
xnach.  And  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  two- 
fold, namely,  the  metallic , or  faturnine  f , arifmg 
from  metallic  bodies,  efpecially  thofe  of  lead,  ta- 
ken either  in  the  form  of  powder,  fmoke,  or 
vapour;  and  the  vegetable  fpecies,  or  that  occasion- 
ed by  juices  or  drink  procured  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom  J.  To  the  metallic , or  rather  faturnine 
fpecies,  ought  to  be  referred,  the  colic  of  plum- 
bers, potters,  and  painters,  and  the  like  ||.  To 
the  vegetable  fpecies , again  5 belongs  the  colic  a pi  Ac- 
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mini  of  Citefius,  the  Devonjh  'tre  colic  of  Huxham  §, 
the  colic  a Japonica  of  Kaempfer,  the  colica  Hun - 
garica  and  Franconica  of  Sennert,  the  colica  Mo - 
ravica  and  Auflriaca  of  Hoffman,  and  fimilar  va- 
rieties  occafioned  by  particular  kinds  of  wine,  or 
beer,  or  acid  vegetable  matters,  or  acid  and  four 
fruits.  Moreover,  to  the  fecondary  fpecies,  the 
caufe  of  which  is  internally  fituate,  and  primarily 
contained  in  the  blood,  belong  the  colica  artbri - 
iica  of  Mufgrave  and  Tronchini,  th z fcorbutic a of 
Sennert  and  Vanzelft  the  febrilis  of  Rive- 
rius  and  the  melancholic  a ; which  are  occa- 

fioned by  the  matter  ,of  gout,  rheumatifm,  and 
feurvy,  or  the  dregs  of  fevers  imperfectly  refolved, 
or  by  an  accumulation  of  black  bile  in  the  vifeera 
of  the  lower  belly. 

* Dijfertat . fur  la  coliq.  du  Poidou  dans  de  journal  de  medtetne , par 
M.  Vandermonde,  tom.  xv.  p.  399. 

f The  name  of  metallic  is  more  extenfive  and  agreeable  to  tliofc 
who  are  of  opinion  that  it  arifes  from  mercury,  aifenic,  cinnabar, 
copper,  and  other  metallic  fubflances.  But  it  is  confidered  as  be- 
ing more  properly  named  faturnlnc , by  fucli  as  derive  it  intirely 
from  lead,  or  from  its  preparations,  as  the  cerujfe,  litharge , minium, 
the  fugar,  extract,  or  tincture.  At  the  head  of  tliofe  is  Stockhaufen, 
in  his  book  entitled  De  lythargyrii  fumo  r.oxio , morbific 0,  ejufque  metal - 
lico  jrequentiori  morbo , fife.  Collar,  1656,  which  was  publifhed  at  Pa- 
ris, an.  1776,  tranflated  into  French,  with  notes,  by  Gardane.  Traitc 
des  mauvais  ejfets  de  la  fume  de  la  litharge , &c.  Nor  ought  we  to 
pafs  over  the  efTay  of  Johan.  Guillel.  lllemar.n,  entitled  Dijfertat. 
de  colic,  faturnin.  metallurg.  Getting.  1732. 

J Citefius,  l.c.  Sennert,  1.  c.  &c.  ||  Tronchipi,  De  colic, 

pi  don.  1757.  § De  morb.  colic.  Darrnon.  V De  Podagra , 1758. 

**  Pray.,  med.  lib.  x.  c.  i.  Fernelius,  Pathol,  lib.  vi.  c.  x.  See. 
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; 95*  ^ metallic,  or  faturninc  colic,  is  more 

frequent,  fevere,  and  obftinate,  than  the  other 
jpecies.  It  is  likewife  lefs  fhifting,  holding  a more 
conftant  feat,  namely,  chiefly  within  the  range 
oi  the  inteftines  and  mefentery.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  complaint,  as  we  are  informed 
by  Wilfon, — who  had  frequently  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  it  in  the  miners  at  Lead-hills  — it  firft 
betrays  itfelf  by  a fenfe  of  uneafinefs,  and  unufual 
weight  about  the  ftomach,  particularly  about  the 
upper  orifice.  Sometimes,  alfo,  the  inteftines 
are  affected  with  pain.  In  perfons  thus  affedted, 
the  faliva  is  fweet,  and  as  it  were  bluifh,  like 
that  of  thofe  who  have  been  chewing  lead  ; the 
pulfe  is  fmall ; the  fkin  cold,  and  frequently  co- 
vered with  a vifcid  fvveat ; the  legs  are  benumbed, 
and  totter  ; the  ftrength  fails  ; the  appetite  is  loft, 
and  the  food  is  not  digefted.  In  the  mean  time, 
not  unfrequently  a diarrhoea  fupervenes,  and  is 
attended  with  relief,  provided  it  be  of  fhort  con- 
tinuance, and  moderate.  For  if  it  continue  too 
long,  it  threatens  worfe  confequences.  The  per- 
fons thus  affe&ed  do  not  become  bed-faft,  but 
ftill  walk  about,  and  attend  to  their  affairs.  But 
if  thefe  fymptoms  continue,  or  if  the  perfon  af- 
flicted with  them  indulge  in  the  drinking  of  fpi- 
rituous  or  fermented  liquors,  while  the  ftomach 
is  full,  or  Ihortly  after  the  handling  of  lead,  he  is 
immediately  feized  with  a fixed  pain  in  his  fto- 
mach, or  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  fre- 
quently extending  from  one  ilium  to  the  other  * 
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and  then,  in  fa£t,  the  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  be 
confirmed.  It  is  a mark  ahnoft  exciufiveiy  pecu- 

* 

liar  to  the  metallic  colic,  that  it  is  not  aggra- 
vated by  the  touch  or  preffure.  But  the  fe  verity 
of  the  pain  is  generally  fo  great,  that  the  patients 
are  driven  aimed  to  delperation  ; become  ex- 
tremely anxious ; are  conftantly  agitated  ; ill  ud- 
der, and  are  feized  either  with  a ftoppage  of  the 
urine,  or  a ftrangury  f.  Generally,  however, 
they  are  not  thirftv,  nor  feverifh.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  belly  is  fo  much  bound,  that  not  only 
nothing  is  palled,  but  there  is  not  even  room  for 
the  admiffion  of  a clyfter  ; and  if  any  tiling  be 
brought  off  by  artificial  means,  it  is  hard,  glo- 
bular, and  nearly  refembles  goat’s  dung.  This 
exceflive  and  obdinate  coftivenefs,  accompanied 
with  remarkable  contraction  of  the  abdominal 
mufcles,  and  retraction  of  the  umbilicus,  con- 
ftitutes  an  uniform  and  peculiar  fymptom  of  the 
metallic  colic.  But  while  thefe  fymptoms  are 
going  on,  the  pulfe,  according  to  Wilfon,  fome- 
times  rifes  ; the  fkin  becomes  warm  ; vertigo 
and  dreadful  headach  come  on  ; to  which  either 
a kind  of  dupor,  or  wild  delirium,  fucceeus,  ma- 
king the  patients  tear  thernfelves  with  their  teeth, 
while  the  extremities  of  the  body  are  convulfed, 
the  drength  fails,  the  beats  of  the  arteries  inter- 
mit, and  coma,  or  apoplexy,  puts  a period  to 
the  patient’s  miiery.  Bat  it  more  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  after  long-continued  excruciating  pains, 

F f 4 
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enormous  vomiting  and  hiccuping,  convulfions, 
fainting-fits,  and  contradions  of  the  joints,  the 
complaint  terminates- — which  generally  happens 
within  fourteen  days — in  parefis  of  the  hands  or 
feet,  or  both,  or  lofs  of  motion,  but  not  of  feel- 
ing ; fometimes  in  dry  ajlhma , ifterus , or  diar- 
rhea. It  not  unfrequently  happens  alfc,  that  in 
the  midft  of  the  pains  the  patient  fuddenly  expe- 
riences a fevere  attack  of  epilepfy,  which  conti- 
nues to  diftrefs  him  without  interruption  for 
many  hours ; and,  when  it  has  at  length  fubfx- 
ded,  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  he  is  relieved  from 
all  danger  ; for  it  frequently  returns  fhortly  after, 
endangering  his  life,  on  account  of  the  injury 
fuftained  by  the  brain  ; or,  upon  its  fubfiding,  a 
paralylis  of  the  limbs  fucceeds,  or  the  colic  is 
again  revived  with  feverity. 

* Jotirti.  de  mecl.  de  Vandermonde,  tom,  viiL  p.  135, 

f Told . p.  106. 

96.  Many  ingenious  opinions  have  been  pu- 
blifhed  by  authors  of  great  learning  and  expe- 
rience concerning  thefe  fpecies  of  colic  * ; but  it 
is  much  to  be  lamented,  that,  after  innumerable 
hypothefes  have  been  advanced  concerning  them, 
their  nature  lies  ftill  in  darknefs,  and  that  we  are 
yet  doubtful  what  part  is  chiefly  affedhed,  in  what 
manner  their  remote  caufes  ad,  and  what  taint 
or  injury  they  occafion,  whether  in  the  folids  or 
fluids.  For  the  bodies  of  fuch  as  have  died  of 
thefe  fpafmodic  colics,  and  efpecially  of  the  me- 
tallic or  faturnine  kind,  although  difieded  with 


OF  PAINS  OF  THE  INTESTINES,  &C\  457 

all  poffible  care,  have  thrown  no  great  light  on 
the  fubjed.  Moreover,  it  is  very  difficult  in  dif- 
eafes,  efpecially  where  the  nerves  are  immediately 
affeded,  to  diftinguifh  the  caufe  from  the  eflfed. 
Tronchini  affirms  f,  that,  in  general,  in  the  bo- 
dies of  thofe  who  have  died  of  the  fevereft  colic* 

» 

nothing  is  difcovered,  except  tfiat  the  inteftines 
are  fomewhat  pale,  and  diftended  with  flatus. 
He  moreover  adds,  that  Senac  opened  the  bodies 
of  upwards  of  fifty  perfons  who  had  died  of  co- 
lica  pidonum,  without  being  able  to  detect  the 
fmalleft  veftige  of  theif  caufe ; as  he  was  informed, 
by  a letter  from  him,  about  the  year  1750.  He 
likewife  confirms  this  by  the  dlffedion  of  a paints 
er  of  Angiers,  who  was  opened  by  Fernelius,  in 
whofe  body  the  liver,  fpleen,  ftomach,  and  kid- 
neys, appeared  found,  while  no  obftrudion  in 
the  gall-bladder,  no  accumulation  of  morbid  fluid 
in  the  mefentery,  and  nothing,  in  fliort,  any 
where  which  might  have  been  the  caufe  of  fuch 
excruciating  pains,  could  be  deteded.  However, 
he  excepts  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  remains  of 
imperfedly  refolved,  or  il!  treated  fevers,  or 
fcurvy,  cr  melancholy,  have  occafioned  the  dif- 
eafe  ; for  he  confefles  that  fome  veftige  may  be 
difcovered  on  difledion.  Fie  does  not  hefi- 
tate  to  prove  this,  not  only  by  an  obfervation 
quoted  from  the  Adverfaria  of  F.  Milo,  a phyfi- 
cian  of  Poidiers, — from  which  it  appears,  that, 
in  the  body  of  a Francifcan  friar,  the  membranes 
of  the  jejunum,  not  far  from  the  liver,  were  filled 
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with  green  bile,  the  inteftine  diftended  with  fla- 
tus, and  all  the  coats,  except  the  external  one 
derived  from  the  peritoneum,  were  corroded  by 
the  acrimony  of  the  bile,  while  the  omentum  it- 
felf  did  not  remain  exempt  from  the  affe&ion  ; 
but  alio  by  two  cafes  which  fell  under  his  own  ob- 
fervation.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  he  makes  mention 
of  a man  of  the  melancholic  temperament,  who 
had  died,  after  extreme  torment,  of  colic  pains, 
and  in  whom  the  concave  part  of  the  liver,  and 
neighbouring  parts,  appeared  tinged  with  a kind  of 
blackifh-green  pigment.  In  the  other  he  adduces 
the  diffedlion  of  a man  who  had  died  of  fcorbu- 
tic  colic  pains,  in  whom  the  innermoft  coat  of 
the  intefiines  appeared  deprived  of  its  mucus,  and 
throughout  (lightly  corroded,  by  the  acrimony 
of  the  fluids  ; and  their  vellels,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  mefentery,  were  found  varicoic,  and  filled 
with  black  blood 

* See  Citefius,  1.  c.  Sennert,  1,  c.  Riverius,  1.  c.  Crato, 
1.  c.  Graft  vys,  De  col.  pi  ft.  tentam.  Tronchini,  I.  c.  Huxham, 
1,  c.  Stockhaufen,  1.  c.  Iifeman,  1.  c.  Bontseus,  1.  c.  Baker, 
I.  c.  De  Haen,  Rat.  med.  par.  4.  c.  via.  Lieutaud,  Diar . med . 
cbf.  1.  i.  Maffuet,  Differ t.  fur  la  coliq.  dans  la  libliotaq.  ratfoneey 
tom.vii.  p.144.  & 279.  And  Strack,  who,  after  carefully  col- 
le£ling  and  tranllating  the  ohfervations  which  he  had  inferted  in  the 
Paris  Journal  for  April  1765,  p.  235.  and  for  February  1766, 
p.  125.  concerning  colica  piftonum,  publifted  them  in  the  year  177  2, 
at  Leipftc.  and  Francfort.  f De  colic,  pift.  c.  xix. 

J We  find,  among  the  author’s  papers,  feveral  other  hifiories 
and  anatomical  ohfervations  in  ikuftration  of  this  pathology,  where- 
fore I have  judged  it  proper  to  fubjoin  them,  not  to  omit  any  thing 
which  might  afford  anv  affiftance  to  the  reader.  [Germ.  Edit.l. 
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Wilfon— •who  has  {hewn,  that  animals  expofed  to  the  vapours 
arifing  from  the  melting  of  lead,  cr  which  feed  upon  plants  impreg- 
nated with  them,  are  attacked  with  the  fame  complaints  as  men— 
'records  the  following  obfervation  : “ In  a dog  which  had  died  ot 
the  coiica  faturnina,  I found  the  inner  coat  of  the  flomach  and  in- 
teftines  in  different  parts  encrufted  with  the  powder  of  the  lead  } 
and  likewife  flight  inflammations  here  and  there,  of  which  fome  had 
palled  into  gangrene,  and  been  perforated.  The  faeces  wrere  fcanty, 
and  very  hard.  The  coats  of  the  inteftines  wTere  very  thick,  and 
their  cavity  much  diminiflied.”  Lieutaud  ( Diar.  ined . vol.  i.  lib.  u 
obf.  76.)  obferves : “ A painter,  after  having  had  the  coiica  fatur- 
nina, was  feized  with  a {pitting  of  blood.  Independent  of  morbid 
flates  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  the  duodenum,  jejunum,  and  ilium, 
were  here  and  there  found  inflamed.  The  liver  was  obftructed, 
^nd  the  pancreas  hard.”  The  fame  author  (obf.  425.),  in  the  body 
of  a young  man,  by  trade  a brazier,  who  had  died  of  the  coiica 
faturnina,  obferved  the  inteftines  very  much  fwelled,  and  marked 
with  livid  or  black  fpets.  The  colon  was  con  ft  rioted  in  various 
parts,  independent  of  morbid  ftates  of  the  lungs.  The  fame  author 
(obf.  4 33.),  in  another  perfon,  who  had  died  of  the  coiica  fatur- 
nina  within  two  days,  obferved  the  colon  and  reef um  unufually  dif- 
tended,  with  various  gangrenous  fpots,  and  fome  conftriclions. 
In  another  painter  (obf.  77.),  wTho  had  been  carried  oil  by  the  fame 
difeafe,  he  found  the  inteftines  in  various  parts  conftriCted,  and,  as 
it  were,  ftrangulated,  with  many  gangrenous  fpots  of  a reddifti  li- 
vid colour,  efpecially  in  the  jejunum  and  ilium,  the  veffels  of  which 
were  very  turgid  : nor  was  the  flomach  itfelf  free  from  inflamma- 
tion and  thefe  fpots.  In  a painter  who  was  affected  with  the  fame 
pain,  to  which  delirium  and  convuliions  had  fucceeded  before  death, 
the  omentum  was  found  by  him  in  a ftate  of  gangrene,  the  colon 
ftraitened,  and,  the  cells  being  obliterated,  merely  cylindrical,  thecne- 
cum  furprifmglydiftended,  and  putrid,  and  the  gall-bladder  filled  with 
black  bile.  He  likewife  (obf.  1172.)  mentions  a lapidary,  who,  after 
the  coiica  faturnina,  and  contraction  of  the  hands,  from  which  he 
was  recovering,  began  to  {well,  with  pain,  and  was  cut  off  by  a flow 
fever.  He  found  his  inteflines  livid,  and  furrounded  with  fames  ^ 
and  the  lungs  abounding  with  hard,  and,  as  it  were,  cartilaginous 
tubercles,  and  throughout  containing  pus.  Laflly  (lib.  ii.  obf.  151.), 
he  mentions  the  cafe  of  an  artificer,  who  died  in  confeque.nce  of  the 
polica  faturnina.  His  belly  had  become  fwelled  .and  tenfe.  His 
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inteftines  were  immoderately  diftended  with  flatus,  efpecially  the 
part  of  the  colon  lying  in  the  epigaftrium,  the  part  of  the  liver  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  being,  as  it  were,  bruifed,  was  market 
with  an  ecchymofls, 

97.  Nor  are  authors  agreed,  whether  the  epi- 
lepfy and  paralyfis  into  which  patients  fall  is  to 
be  derived  from  a metaftafis,  or  merely  from  the 
communication  of  the  par  vagum  and  intercoftal 
nerves,  with  which  the  nerves  of  the  arms  and 
legs  frequently  confent.  The  ceafing  of  the  pains, 
however,  without  being  attended  with  any  ex- 
cretion, which  generally  takes  place  upon  a fe- 
vere  fit  of  epilepfy  or  paralyfis  coming  on ; the 
ready  tranfition  of  epilepfy  into  apoplexy ; the 
long  continuance  and  obftinacy  of  the  paraly- 
fis ; and,  laftly,  the  fweilings,  which,  like  gang- 
lia, take  place  in  the  metacarpus  and  metatarfus, 
feem  to  favour  the  firft  opinion.  To  which,  if 
we  add  the  method  of  cure  by  which  both  the 
paralyfis  and  fuch  fweilings  are  difcuffed,  it  ren- 
ders it  ftili  more  probable.  Nor  is  it  any  objec- 
tion to  this  opinion,  that  this  parefis  difappears 
merely  in  confequence  of  the  application  of  reme- 
dies to  the  abdomen,  and  internally,  as  Van 
Swieten  is  convinced.  Hillary  * mentions  a cafe, 
from  which  it  appears,  that  the  matte r of  the  dif- 
eafe  caufed  the  paralyfis  of  the  hands,  which  be- 
ing difcuffed  by  external  applications,  the  pain  of 
the  intejlines  returned,  and,  on  it  again  ceafing, 
the  paralyfis  of  the  hands  was  renewed  f. 
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* Gbfervations  on  the  changes  of  the  air , &c.  p.  182. 

f The  author,  among  his  Sfdverfaria,  has  fome  extra&s  from 
the  work  of  Strack  upon  the  colica  pidonum,  which  I have  thought 
proper  to  transfer  to  this  place,  in  order  as  far  as  poffible  to  eluci- 
date the  obfcure  nature  of  the  difeafe  by  the  cbfervations  of  others. 
[Germ.  Editor.] 

“ Strack  firft  inquires,  whether  or  not  any  certain  conclufion 
can  be  drawn  concerning  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  which  is  other- 
wife  doubtful.  Some  have  fought  for  it  in  lead  and  ceuflfie  j others 
in  litharge,  tin,  copper,  and  crude  antimony  , others  in  different  pig- 
ments, in  apples,  pears,  and  unripe  grapes.  Hence  fome  have  named 

the  difeafe  colica  pidonum , — — deaurutorum , fgu/orum  ; others  the 

colica  pi  donum, -vegetabilis , or  the  colic  a metallic  a . Tronchini  enume- 

rates eight  different  fpecies  of  it.  Grafhvvs  conliders  as  a caufe  of  this 
difeafe,  whatever  deprives  the  inner  coat  of  the  inteftines  of  its  mu- 
cus. Citefus  derives  the  name  from  the  country  of  Poi&iers  ( pidones ). 
Others  pronounce  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  to  be  almoft  intirely  un- 
knot vn. 

“ From  various  obfervations  he  learnt,  that  befdes  the  caufes 
already  mentioned,  another  frequently  occurs,  namely,  the  fluff- 
ing of  the  arthritic  matter,  and  its  being  carried  down  to  the  lower 
belly,  to  which  alone  he  direCted  the  cure  } and  he  confirms  the 
propriety  of  his  method  by  the  hiftories  of  the  patients  whom  he 
treated.  He  ufed  to  employ  the  decoCtion  of  the  woods,  crude  an- 
timony, the  wTarm  and  tepid  bath,  and  by  thefe  means  he  fulfilled 
the  cafual  indication.  For  the  bath  he  recommended  certain  hote 
fprings  \ and  he  employed  the  bath  to  prevent  the  difeafe.  For  it  if 
apt  to  return,  and  the  more  certainly,  if  the  bath  has  been  employed 
but  a fhort  time  , hence  he  recommends  to  his  patients  employing 
it  200  times,  and  upwards. 

U Among  the  fymptoms  of  colic  derived  from  the  arthritic  mat- 
ter, he  enumerates  this  one,  that,  in  the  midft  of  the  griping,  the 
abdominal  mufcles  are  fo  fenfible  and  contracted,  that  the  patient 
cannot  raife  himfelf,  but  remains  with  his  body  bent,  and  his  head 
hooping  'y  and  this  he  reckons  a pathognomonic  fymptom. 

u does  not  deny  that  the  caufys  above  mentioned  fometimes 
eccafion  colic  , but  never  the  colica  pidenum.  After,  therefore,  re- 
futing thofe  who  name  the  colic  of  painters  the  colica  [alumina,  he 
afierts,  with  Mufgrave,  that  it  is  an  arthritic  colic  ; and  that  anti- 
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mony,  which  Tronchini  enumerates  among  the  caufes  of  this  colic, 
is  the  belt  remedy  againft  the  colica  piffonum. 

“ The  diagnofis  is  either  eafy  or  difficult.  It  is  likevife  eafiiy 
known  by  one  fymptom  j if  a drifting  pain  attack  different  parts, 
external  and  internal,  and  if  at  length  the  arthritic  matter  fettle  in 
the  abdomen. 

When  a fixed,  pain  at  firfi:  occupies  the  abdomen,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  alcertain  whether  the  colic  proceeds  from  the  arthritic 
matter,  or  from  another  caufe.  It  is  diftinguiffied,  however,  by  the  fol- 
lowing marks : If  there  be  no  other  probable  caufe  which  can  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  arthritic  ; if  there  be  prefect  a violent  pain, 
and  if  it  be  without  fever  and  inflammation,  but  with  a imall  and  flow 
pulfe  *,  if  the  colour  of  the  fkin  be  yellow  or  olive,  the  eyes  hollow, 
and  fur  roundoff  with  a lead-coloured  line  } if  the  patient  feel  pains  in 
the  joints,  and  if,  like  wife,  he  experience  rapid  and  great  latitude, 
sfter  flight  fatigue,  together  with  afthma  } if  the  debility  be  greater 
after  deep  than  before  it  ”,  if  the  fweat  be  attended  with  burning  heat,’ 
and  the  Ikin  be  covered  with  miliary  fpots  ; if  there  be  a ffiifting 
titillation  upon  the  ikin  of  the  face,  and  efpecially  on  the  fore- 
head, when  the  patient,  on  applying  his  hand,  feels  nothing  \ if 
there  be  thin  urine,  attended  with  a burning  ilrangury  ; or  that 
which  is  whitiffi,  like  fmooth,  oily  whey,  with  a white  fediment, 
is  difcharged.  Thefe  fymptoms,  to  the  author,  appear  to  denote 
an  arthritic  caufe. 

44  The  outlet  of  the  arthritic  matter  takes  place  either  by  fweat 
or  urine,  or  an  abfcefs,  very  rarely  by  a diarrhoea  } fometimes  al- 
ternately by  fweat  and  urine,  with  the  intervention  of  an  abfcefs. 

44  It  is  a favourable  fymptom  if  the  pain  be  increafed  about  the 
fifteenth  bathing.  The  matter  of  the  difeafe  is  then  fet  in  motion, 
and  a fever  is  excited. 

44  The  miafma  of  the  fluffing;  arthritis  is  a finp-ular  one,  and 

O O' 

may  be  different  from  every  other  difeafe  and  epidemic.  It  does 
not  agree  with  gout  j for  the  nodes  of  gouty  patients,  if  they  be 
ulcerated,  pour  out  a white,  calcareous,  inodorous  matter,  while 
thofe  of  arthritic  patients  pour  out  a black  matter,  fmelling  like 
a rotten  egg,  but  without  caries  of  the  bones.  Hence  alfo  he  re- 
commends binders  and  iffues.”  Com.  Litf.  vol.  xviii.  P.  i*  p*  674. 

98.  Laftly*  it  remains  for  me  to  point  out  by 

what  fymptoms  the  jlmnachic,  pancreatic , mefente* 
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ric\  hyjlerical \ nephritic , and  hepatic  fpecies  of  colic, 
are  to  be  diftinguiftied.  With  refpeCt  to  the  firft, 
I have  already  treated  of  it  at  fufficient  length  in 
Chap.  VI.  concerning  Gaflrodynia . Both  the  pe- 
culiar feat,  nature,  and  fize  of  the  pancreas,  ute- 
rus, and  mefentery,  and  the  difeafes  ol  thefe 

parts,  whether  chronic  or  acute,  will  afford  ail 

\ 

attentive  practitioner  fufficient  grounds  for  diftin- 
guifhing  the  pains  of  thefe  parts  from  others.  The 
hepatic  fpecies  is  diftinguiftied  from  others,  not 
only  by  its  feat,  but  likewife  by  the  prefence  of 
iBerus , faffron-coloured  urine,  white  feces,  and 
frequent  ftoois.  The  nephritic  fpecies  very  con- 
ftantly  diftreffes  one  or  other  of  the  kidneys  ; ex- 
tends along  the  ureter,  retrafts  the  tefticle,  caufes 
numbnefs  of  the  thigh,  fometimes  occafions  ftran- 
gury,  or  at  leaft  is  attended  with  a difeharge  of 
urine,  which  is  at  firft  thin  and  limpid,  and  after- 
wards thick,  and  depofits  fand  ; it  is  not,  in 
general,  aggravated  by  food  ; it  is  not  relieved 
by  vomiting  or  purging  ; while,  in  pain  of  the 
inteftines,  the  contrary  takes  place,  in  which 
alfo  the  urine  is  paffed  thicker,  and  more  fatu- 

rated  with  its  contents. 

✓ 

' • 

THE  PROGNOSIS . 

99.  Colic,  although  it  often  foon  terminates 
favourably,  is  a complaint  not  to  be  treated 
Hightly.  For  fometimes,  in  confequence  of  the 
ie  verity  and  continuance  of  the  pains,  it  very 
quickly  cuts  off  the  patient.  The  bad  fymptoms 
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are,  fever,  watching,  obftinate  coftivenefs,  lofs 
of  ftrength,  hiccup,  vomiting,  ileus,  coldnefs  of 
the  extremities,  a cold  fweat,  fyncope,  convul- 
fions,  and  epilepfy.  It  generally  terminates  in 
inflammation  and  gangrene,  or  fphacelus  * of  the 
inteflines.  The  flatulent  fpecies,  if  it  do  not  arile 
from  new  wine,  or  other  fermenting  things,  is 
attended  with  lefs  danger,  as  alfo  is  the  hyflerical , 
hypochondriacal , and  Ample  convuljive  fpecies, 
that  from  phlegm,  from  the  ingefta,  and  from 
worms.  In  this  fpecies,  however,  there  is  a rifk 
of  the  inteflines  being  perforated,  or  of  an  intuf- 
fufceptio  taking  place  f . The  bilious  and  inflam- 
matory fpecies  are  more  dangerous.  But  the 
fpafmodic , the  colica  pi  Etonian,  metallic  a,  or  flatur - 
tibia,  is  flill  more  to  be  dreaded.  The  author  of 
the  Coacec  Free  notion  es  obferves  £ : u When  per- 
Ions  labour  under  long-continued  pains  of  the 
loins  and  finall  inteflines,  and  anxiety  about  the 
praecordia,  accompanied  with  fever  and  loathing 
of  food,  if  an  intenfe  pain  arife  in  the  head,  at- 
tended with  a fpecies  of  convulfions,  it  quickly 
proves  fatal.”  He  Jikewife  obferves  : “ That 
perfons  in  whom  tormina,  and  pains  about  the 
umbilicus  and  in  the  loins  occur,  which  are  re- 
moved neither  by  a purge,  nor  otherwife,  are  at- 
tacked with  a dry  dropfy  ||.”  Epilepfy  fuperve- 
ning  generally  proves  fatal.  When  the  pain  is 
removed,  if  the  fasces  come  off  with  difficulty* 
and  in  the  form  of  fcybala,  there  is  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend the  return  of  the  colic.  Paralyfls,  how- 
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ever,  for  the  mod  part  removes  colic  pains,  and 
averts  the  immediate  danger  to  life  ; but  it  occa- 
lions  lading  illnefs,  from  which  the  patients  re- 
cover with  the  greateft  difficulty.  It  is  a favour- 
able fymptom  in  that  which  proceeds  from  a me- 
taftafis  of  gout,  rheumatifm,  fcurvy,  or  retention 
of  the  perfpirable  matter,  when  the  pains  return 
to  the  joints,  when  fpots  break  out  on  the  fkin, 
and  when  the  body  is  covered  with  copious, 
warm,  equaiiy-diffufed  lweats.  Sometimes,  like- 
wife,  an  epidaxis,  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
hemorrhoidal  veins,  or  uterus,  or  a diarrhoea,  al- 
leviate the  complaint. 

* To  this  part  belong  the  Aphorifms  of  Hippocrates,  begin- 
ning with  “ Ab  ileo  vomitus,”  See.  and  “ ileus  cum  apprehend6- 
rit,”  Sec.  which  we  have  mentioned,  in  the  laft  place,  among  the 
notes  upon  par.  86. 

f In  a peifon  who  had  died  of  a colic  pain  and  other  fymptoms, 
Robin  found  tbe  ccecum  inclofed  within  the  colon.  The  fame  au- 
thor alfo  found  a reClum,  which,  in  its  upper  part,  had  received 
the  coecum,  and  no  (mail  part  of  the  colon  *,  and  Le  Blanc  has  a 
frmilar  obfervation.  In  both  patients,  belides  the  mod  excruciating 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  vomiting  likewife  occurred.  Menu  dc  Paced, 
de  chir.  vol.  xi.  p.  353.  354. 

J Numb.  317.  ||  Aph.  xi.  fe£L  iv. 


THE  CURE i 


loo.  In  every  colic,  that  method  of  cure  wi 
be  found  to  be  bed  which  is  adapted  to  the  indi- 
cations. But  the  indications  mud  be  tbe  fame 
as  thofe  laid  down  in  the  chapter  on  Gqftrodynla 
(3o.)  ’ nor  will  the  cure  be  different  (81.),  When 
Vol,  V, 
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the  pain  is  prefent,  therefore,  blood  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  the  arm,  foot,  and  hemorrhoidal 
veins,  in  the  colic  a f anguine  a,  irflammatoria , and 
catamenialis ; as  alio  in  the  biliofa  *,  or  any  other 
species,  if  the  heat  of  the  fever,  the  third,  and 
iize  ol  the  palle,  give  reafon  to  fufpeCt  the  pre- 
fence of  inflammation.  Likewife,  dry  and  bloody 
cupping-glafles  may  be  fometimes  applied  to  the 
abdomen  and  foies  of  the  feet,  with  the  view  of 
revulfion,  efpecially  in  the  fpafmGclic , fanguineous , 
and  inflammatory  lpecies.  By  thefe  means  alfo, 
the  fpafm  with  which  the  inteftines  and  other 
parts  are  affeCted,  is  ufually  refolved.  Among 
them  Pringle  recommends  the  application  of  blit- 
ters to  the  part  affeCted  j\  The  pain,  however, 
is  more  immediately  removed  by  bland  and  frefh 
oils,  taken  abundantly  aud  frequently ; by  emol- 
lient injections ; by  fomentations ; by  cataplafms; 
by  liniments  applied  warm  to  the  belly  ; by  tepid 
bathing  of  the  feet,  efpecially  in  the  bilious  fpe- 
cies  | ; and  by  remedies  prepared  with  opium; 
efpecially  when  the  material  caufe  has  been  lub- 
dued  or  diminiihed.  We  mull  endeavour  to  cor- 
rect, and  quickly  and  gently  evacuate  it,  as  far  as 
lies  in  our  power. 

* In  the  rtdverfaria  of  the  author,  we  find  remarked,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Dallarmh — his  former  friend  and  pupil, — that  lie 
had  feen  at  Fayence,  in  a nobleman  affe&ed  with  this  colic,  and  a 
high  degree  of  jaundice,  which  had  frequently  attacked  him,  blood 
repeatedly  drawn  by  the  author  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  without 
the  patient  having  again  been  attacked  either  with  the  colic  or 
jaundice.  We  have  thought  proper  to  infert  this,  to  lhew  how 
isiuch  fome  depart  from  the  truth,  wl*p  immediately  exclaim,  on  feeing 
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patients  affe&ed  •with  the  jaundice,  that  we  ought  intirely  to  ab- 
ftain  from  bleeding.  But  there  is  a mean  to  be  obferved.  bee 
par.  244.  Vol.  I.  Of  Fevers,  when  it  is  to  be  employed  with  cau- 
tion. See  alfo  Traitato  delle  acque  dif  Criftofora,  p.  82.  et  U 44 
[Germ.  Editor]. 

f Difeafcs  of  the  army.  f Porter,  Edtn.  med.  fays. 

1 01.  Compreflion  of  the  abdomen  general!/ 
affords  relief  in  the  flatulent  and  convulfive  fpecies; 
and,  moreover,  the  fpirit  of  Tweet  nitre  is  recom- 
mended by  Hartman  and  Hoffman,  together 
with  the  liquor  anodymis  miner  alls , caftor,  and  the 
decoclion  of  chamomile,  and  other  canninitives, 
as  they  are  called.  When  the  pain  remits,  which 
happens  after  an  injedtion  has  been  thrown  in, 
the  belly  may  be  likewife  advantageoufiy  purged 
by  a gentle  laxative,  as  rhubarb,  manna,  the  pills 
of  Becher,  and  the  like.  When  a great  quantity 
of  rarefied  air  is  prefent,  and  the  abdomen  is 
much  inflated,  frequently  the  drinking  of  cold 
water,  and  cold  external  applications,  condenfe 
the  air,  and  excite  the  re-aftion  of  the  fibres  *<, 
This  has  alfo  not  unfrequently  proved  ferviceable 
in  the  bilious  colic  f ; which  likewife  receives  be- 
nefit from  fubacid  fubftances,  whey,  infufions  of 
tamarinds  and  caffia,  nitre,  and  the  like.  To  allay 
the  heat,  to  attenuate  the  lentor  of  the  fluids,  and  to 
correct  the  alkaline  acrimony  of  the  bile,  feme  ve- 
getable acid  ought  to  be  mixed  with  the  water  tc* 
be  drunk,  as  lemon,  citron,  or  orange  juke,  fy- 
rups  prepared  from  thefe;  as  alfo  bar-berries,  rafp~ 
berries,  &c. ; and,  when  the  difeafe  is  violent^ 

GS  2 
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we  mud  have  recourfe  to  the  more  powerful  reme- 
dies, already  repeatedly  mentioned.  In  the  colic  a 
Jlercoralh , brifk  purging  muft  be  ufed.  The  bowels 
ought  to  be  excited,  not  only  by  gently  flimulant 
clyfters,  efpecially  a deco&ion  of  tobacco,  but 
alfo  by  manna,  conjoined  with  oily  remedies, 
or  by  linleed,  or  olive  oil.  Some  authors,  as 
Redi,  propofe  the  water  of  particular  fprings,  and 
the  Englifh  falls,  largely  diluted  with  water,  or 
cathartics  correded  with  opium,  as  Sydenham, 
Riverius  J,  and  Huxham  ||,  whenever  the  com- 
plaint does  not  yield  to  fiighter  remedies.  Galen 
added  aloes  to  the  opium.  Hoffman  declares, 
that  he  has  known  country-men  diftreffed  with 
the  m oft  excruciating  pain  of  the  bowels,  who 
were  inftantly  relieved  by  the  fwallowing  of  the 
finoke  of  tobacco  §.  In  the  cure  of  the  pituitous 
fpecies,  incifive  and  faline  remedies,  gum-ammo- 
niac, and  the  feeds  of  the  daucus  Creticus , and  Ve- 
nice foap,  are  recommended  ; but  a prudent  prac- 
titioner will  have  recourfe  to  them  cautioufly. 
Scardona,  in  this  colic,  when  very  obftinate,  pre- 
ferred to  ail  other  remedies,  the  acidulous  hot 
fprings.,  drunk  during  warm  weather;  “ for,” 
he  obferves,  “ it  is  a remedy,  the  utility  of  whicii 
is  proved  by  an  infinite  number  of  experiments^!.” 
The  remedies  calculated  for  the  removal  of  worms 
will  be  mentioned  particularly  elfewhere.  T he 
meconium,  or  coagulated  milk,  is  gently  drawn 
off  by  fweet  and  oily  remedies,  by  fyrup  of  fuc- 
cory,  with  rhubarb,  by  cow’s  gall  rubbed  upon 
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the  belly,  by  clyfters,  and  fuppofitories.  During 
parturition,  if  the  ftrength  fail  in  confequence  of 
pain,  waters  diftilled  from  black  cherries,  balm, 
citrons,  and  oranges,  or  feme  bread  dipped  in 
wine,  or  animal  fonp,  &c.  may  be  given.  If 
the  pains  be  fpurious , it  will  be  proper  to  add 
fome  laudanum.  If  hyfteria  come  on,  it  will  be 
fuflicient  to  pour  into  the  waters  already  men- 
tioned a few  drops  of  the  tinfture  of  amber  or 
caftor,  and  to  give  it  by  fpoonfuls.  In  the  hyfte- 
ric  colic,  which  is  fcated  in  the  uterus  or  neigh- 
bouring parts,  Rochard,  adducing  inflances  of 
cures,  contends  that  clyfters  of  cold  wa- 
ter, thrown  in  every  two  hours,  and  linen 
wrung  from  it  applied  to  the  belly,  completes 
the  cure  ff. 

* Galen  removed  a pain,  occafloned  by  flatulence,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a dry  cupping-giafs,  with  much  flame.  See  me  Lb.  meJ. 
lib.  xii.  f See  Galen,  1.  c.  c.  vii.  Trallianus,  lib.  x.  p.  17:. 
Avicenna,  lib.  iii.  tradlat.  iii.  c.  vi,  Amatus  Lufitunus,  lib.  i. 
cent.  ii.  Sc  lib.  ii.  cent.  xlvi.  Septali,  Anhnadv.  tried,  lib.  Wi. 
feci.  8r.  % Obferv.  med.  cent.  i.  obf.  1. 

1 

||  De  morb.  colic,  damnon . where  he  preferibes  the  following  for- 
mula.  It.  Cochl.  min.  a ferup.  j.  ad  femi  drachm.  Calomelan. 

ferup  femis.  Laudani  folidi,  gr.  j.  Olei  caryophil.  gutt.j.  M.  F. 
pilul.  After  two  or  three  dofes,  he  preferibes  an  infufion  of  fenna, 
or  a decoftion  of  manna.  Sometimes  alfo,  oil  to  the  extent  of  fix 
ounces. 

§ Van  owieten,  §964.  p.131.  «[f  Lib.  iii,  p.  64. 

**  Journ.  dc  mcd.  Jan . 1772,  p.  42. 

ff  In  the  colic  which  iucceeds  to  fuppreflion  of  the  menfes  R L 
verius  and  HofFman  recommend  the  ufe  of  cold  water,  as  Van 
Swieten  obferves ) or  ev^n  propofe  throwing  up  injections  of  the 
fame. 
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102.  But  it  is  now  neceffary  to  fay  fomething 
concerning  the  cure  of  the  fpafmodic  colic , into 
which  the  preceding  fpecies  frequently  pafs.  In 
it,  in  general,  all  acrid  things,  cathartics,  and 
generous  things  ought  to  be  banifhed.  Bleed- 
ing is  fcarcely  admiffible.  Emollient  and  demul- 
cent remedies,  which  remove  fpafins,  both  taken 
internally,  and  applied  externally,  are  preferable  ; 
and,  laftly,  thofe  things  which  gently,  and  per 
epicrafm , open  the  belly.  There  are  not  wanting 
in  fiances,  however,  in  which  the  fmoke  of  to- 
bacco, thrown  in  per  anumy  has  proved  fervice- 
ahle.  De  Haen,  like  wife,  in  the  colic  named 
fhuty  or  that  of  Poidtiers,  was  fuccefsful  in  open- 
ing the  bowels,  after  they  had  been  obftinately 
flint  for  fourteen  days,  in  the  cafe  of  a ftudent 
whom  he  attended,  by  means  of  a very  ftrong 
purging  infufion,  the  dofe  of  which  was  four 
times  greater  than  ufual,  but  given  at  intervals, 
until  the  belly  was  loofened  f . Likewife  a me- 
thod, the  oppofite  of  this  antifpafmodic  one,  is 
recommended  by  Dubois  and  Bouvert,  by  em- 
ploying which  they  affirm  having  very  quickly 
removed  fuch  colics,  and  which  confifts  in  acrid 
clyfters,  emetics,  and  rough  cathartics,  interpo- 
fi ng  opiates.  If  the  difeafe  proceed  from  reten- 
tion of  the  perfpirahle  matter,  if  from  fevers  be- 
ing imperfedtly  refolved,  or  from  arthritis,  or 
feurvy, — diaphoretics  and  antlfcorbutics  are  to  be 
employed,  as,  the  decodtions  of  the  woods,  efpe- 
fially  faffafras  \ viper-foup  ; the  juice  ol  fuccory, 
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and  of  antifcorbutic  vegetables ; the  bath ; hot 
mineral  fprings  ; frictions;  and  epifpaftics.  But 
when  an  auftere  acid,  or  acid  drink,  has  given, 
origin  to  the  difeafe,  fudorifics  of  camphor  mixed 
with  opium,  and  an  infufion  of  fage  ; alkaline  re- 
medies ; animal  foups  ; jellies  ; and,  laftly,  the 
ufe  of  fteel,  are  moil  proper.  After  having  em- 
ployed other  remedies  to  no  purpofe,  Sydenham 
had  recourfe  to  the  balfam  of  Peru,  to  the  extent 
of  half  a dram  for  a dofe,  with  efTe<ft.  The  bark, 
to  be  taken  to  the  extent  of  a dram  J,  is  recom- 

But,  in  the 


mended  bv  Petrus  de  Rotundis 

j 

metallic  or  faturnine  fpecies,  if  the  cauic  be  recent, 
it  ought  to  be  immediately  ejected,  and  a pare- 
goric afterwards  given.  When  the  difeafe  is  at  its 
height,  belides  emollient  fomentations,  the  bath, 
and  the  uiual  remedies  for  alleviating  pain  (100.), 
it  is  proper  to  make  a trial  of  the  power  of  opium, 
which  may  be  given  to  the  extent  of  half  a grain, 
with  a little  camphor,  every  three  hours,  until 
the  pain  be  allayed.  After  it  the  belly  ought  to 
be  relaxed  by  means  of  cathartics  ; after  which 
demulcent,  oily  things,  whey,  affes,  mares,  or 
goats  milk,  ought  to  be  employed  for  a confideiv 
able  length  of  time,  along  with  Venice  foap.  In 
this  cafe,  alfo,  the  employment  of  blifters  and 
finapifms  produces  furprifing  benefit  §.  Billet, 
befides  the  remedies  now  mentioned,  contends 
'that  the  bezoar  mineral  is  a remedy  of  the  great- 
eft  efficacy,  if  the  difeafe  arife  from  the  fumes  or 
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fmaH  particles  of  arfenic.  He  likewife  recommends 
the  application  of  blifters  to  the  anterior  and  up- 
per part  of  the  thigh.  When  falivation  comes 
on,  he  prefcribes  a laxative,  confiding  of  half  an 
ounce  of  a cathartic  fait,  boiled  in  wine,  with 
anifeed  ^1. 

* Gefncr,  Platner,  Spigeli,  Sennert,  Wepfer,  Willi*?,  Her- 
man, Bordeu,  De  Haen,  Sauvages,  Ludwig,  Sec. 

f Rat.  mad.  P.  i.  p.  4.  and  mere  in  P.  iii.  c.  ii.  De  colic,  pic* 
ton.  which  fee. 

J De  Diet.  rat.  in  fchr.  acui.  &c.  p.  167.  Likewife  Van  Swie- 
ten  affirms,  that  this  bark  is  recommended  by  others  in  the  colica 
periodica , § 757-  but  that  by  others  the  theriac  is  ufed  before  the 
paroxyfm.  Baglivi  alio  informs  us,  that  this  colic  is  in  a fhort 
time  removed,  by  adminifterir.g  a gentle  purgative  three  hours  be- 
fore the  attack  of  the  pains ; and  that  all  other  kinds  of  pain  are 
allayed  by  repeated  evacuations  of  that  kind. 

'll  The  good  effects  produced  in  a colica  pldcnum  attended  with 
the  moll  fevere  convulf  ons,  by  employing  the  aqua  lenedifta  of  Ru- 
land,  in  the  form  of  a clyfter,  are  mentioned  in  the  Journ.  de  med , 
for  June  1782,  0.92, 

§ TiHot  (Epifl.  var.  arg.  p.  152.)  has  three  hiftories  of  colic 
pccafioned  by  lead,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  recommends  the  te- 
pid bath,  inje&ions  of  olive-oil,  and  fyrup  of  mar ffi- mallows,  of 
each  an  ounce  and  a half.  For  the  drink  he  prefcribes  water,  pre- 
pared with  fyrup  of  marfh-mallows.  His  formula  for  a cathartic  is 
* - * 

as  follows  : — R.  Seri  la6L  lib.  j.  in  quo  folv.  mann.  ping.  unc.  j.  fs. 
Golatur.  add.  fyrup.  alth.  unc.  j.  nitri  gr.  xij.  fyrup.  papav.  alb.  et 
qq.  naphae  ana  drach.  j.  cujus  unc.  ij.  omn.  her.  quadrants  calidf 
forbillentur.  He  applies  emollient  cataplafms  to  the  belly,  throwing 
in  the  vapours  of  wrarm  water  per  anum , together  with  emollient  in- 
ie£lions  every  other  hour.  He  defires  one  ounce  of  manna,  diliol- 
ved  in  a large  quantity  of  whey,  to  be  given  every  three  hours, 
until  the  belly  is  purged.  He  even  proceeds  as  far  as  eight  ounces, 
or  more,  Med.  ejfays  and  olfervat.  p.  92. 
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103.  The  parefis,  which  frequently  follows  co- 
lic, and  which  by  Tronchini  is  afcribed  to  indu- 
ration of  the  nerves,  and  default  of  the  mucus  and 
lymph,  with  wriiich  they  are  moiftencd,  it  it  be 
recent,  and  ftill  curable,  is  to  be  treated  by  inclo- 
fmg  the  limbs  in  the  bellies  of  newdy-killed  ani- 
mals; by  frequent  and  repeated  friCtion;  by  mineral 
hot  baths;  by  (limulant  liniments  ; by  the  external 
or  internal  employment  of  volatile  remedies ; by 
the  ferulaceous  gums,  mixed  with  the  balfarn  of 
Mecca  or  Peru,  given  internally  in  a fmall  dofe, 
and  for  a length  of  time  ; by  weak  Canary, 
Greek,  or  Madeira  wines,  employed  fparingly  ; 
and  by  a change  of  climate.  Laftly,  electricity 
ought  to  be  tried,  to  excite  the  nervous  and  muf- 
cular  power.  Ortefchi,  in  his  Medical  journal \ 
n.  xi.  publifhed  at  Venice  in  the  year  1763, 
mentions  that  feveral  have  been  freed  from  this 

1 . r S f t . x 

difeafe  by  the  employment  of  the  aurum  fulmi- 
nans  Thofe  remedies  are  employed  in  the 
other  varieties  of  colic  which  are  beft  adapted  to 
the  varieties  of  the  caufes  f.  Moreover,  the  re- 
turn of  the  difeafe,  which — as  Sydenham  ob- 
ferves  in  its  nature  is  very  apt  to  return — ought 

to  be  prevented  by  the  moll  fcrupulous  attention 

* • ... 

to  the  diet ; by  tranquillity  of  mind ; by  riding  ; 
by  keeping  up  a 1 uniform  and  temperate  heat  of 
the  feet  and  bell  >;  by  watery  drink  ; by  acidu- 
lous things  ; by  milk,  and  peruvian  bark,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  colic  return  periodically  ; by  fteel ; 
and  keeping  the  bowels  open. 
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* 0-  c-)>  order  to  remove  the  parefis,  after  previoufly 

opening  the  belly,  applies  a plafler  of  galbatium  crocalum . He  pre- 
feribes  a bolus  of  camphor,  benzoin,  affafoetida,  powder  of  ele- 
campane-ioot,  and  of  balfam  of  Peru  and  fugar  ground  down  ; and 
defires  the  patient  to  drink  over  it  a decodlion  of  burdock,  faffa- 
fi^s,  and  maifh -mallows,  fri£fion  of  the  lower  extremities  with 
fubfrances  impregnated  with  amber,  and,  together  with  thefe,  he 
recommends  eafily  digeftible  food. 

4 l>ee  cure  of  the  icteric , hepatic , mejentcricy  and  pancreatic 
fpccies  of  colic,  in  Chapters  XIII.  XIV.  XV.  in  which  there  is  a 
particular  difeufiion  of  the  difeafes  of  thole  parts, 

1 Se£L  iv.  chap.  vii. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

CONCERNING  BOUND  BELLY  AND  ILEUS, 

104.  Too  lofrg  retention  of  the  feces  in  the 
inteftines,  efpecially  the  large  inteftines,  is  na- 
med bound  belly ; but  if  the  feces  be  intirely  fup- 
prefledi  it  is  then  faid  to  be  obJIruBcd.  The 
proximate  caufe  of  the  complaint,  therefore,  con- 
fifts  in  the  difficult,  or  altogether  impeded  defeent 
and  evacuation  of  the  excrements.  This  may 
happen,  either  from  the  languid  motion  of  the 
inteftines,  from  their  relaxation,  dilatation,  ato- 
ny, and  infenfibility,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  from 
extreme  fenfibiiity  and  irritability,  or  fpafin  of 
them  ; from  defed  of  bile  and-  pancreatic  juice  ; 
from  an  infufficiency  of  the  mucus  with  which 
the  inteftines  are  lined ; from  too  great  adivity 
of  the  ladeals  and  abforbents;  from  negled  of  the 
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natural  ftimulus  by  which  we  are  folicited  to  eva- 
cuate the  contents  of  the  inteftines ; from  the  di- 
minifhed  diameter  of  the  inteftines,  induced  by  a 
morbid  ftru&ure,  either  born  with  the  patient,  or 
occafioned  bydifeafe;  a fwelling  arifing  in  them; 
a fpafmodic  contraction  ; thicknefs,  or  induration, 
or  growing  together,  or  compreffion  of  the  coats, 
or  complication  or  intus-fufceptio  of  the  inte- 
ftines *;  their  entering  into  a ftraitened  fituation, 
as  in  hernia  abdominalis , ambilicalh , cruralis , in~ 
guinalis , and  in  that  of  the  fcrotum  itfelf  f . 

* The  indigitaiio , or  invaginatio , of  the  inteftines,  if  it  be  not 
very  great,  and  at  the  fame  time  very  firait,  according  to  Mor- 
gagni, cannot  induce  ileus,  Kaller  aifo,  as  both  in  men  and  in 
brutes  he  has  oLferved  fach  indignations , unaccompanied  with  in- 
flammation, eaflly  refolved  by  the  pafling  of  flatus,  is  of  opinion, 
that  ileus  can  by  no  means  arife  from  this  caufe  ; “ for,”  he  obferves, 
it  is  a complaint  in  its  nature  too  mobile,  and  difpofed  of  itfelf  to 
refolution,  and,  if  it  were  ferious  or  deadly,  it  would  indicate  its 
violence  by  inflammation,  and  a collection  of  the  food  at  that  part 
of  the  inteftine  in  which  the  intus-fufceptio  takes  place.  But  I 
have  never  feen  either  kind  of  complaint  conjoined  with  it.”  Opufc . 
pathol.  obf.  xxvii. 

f Morgagni  (epifl.  xxxiv.  m 35.)  fays  : “ Volvulus  is  derived 
either  from  hernia,  even  when  inconfiderable  \ or  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  inteftine  \ or  from  intus-fufceptio , accompanied  with  indu- 
ration, and  fucli  ftri£lure  as  t9  completely  obftrudf  the  pafTage,  or 
from  other  obftructing  and  violently  ftimulating  caufes.” 

105.  The  remote  caufcs  of  the  complaint  are, 
a warm  and  dry  temperament ; increafed  perfpi- 
ration;  fcanty  drink  ; vifcid,  dry,  four  articles  of 
diet ; aftringent,  faturnine,  irritating  medicines 
^nd  acrid  cathartics ; the  abufe  of  failed  things ; 
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a fedentary  life,  hypochondriaus,  and  liyfteria ; 
obftrudtions  and  fwel lings  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  belly ; morbid  ftates  of  the  brain  and  fpinal 
marrow,  in  confequence  of  which  paralyfis  of 
the  inteftines  takes  place  * ; the  urinary  bladder 
being  any  how  diftended  ; pregnancy  ; fwellings 
of  the  uterus,  vagina,  and  reCtum  ; blind  piles  ; 
and  a good  many  fimilar  caufes  f . 

* Ruyfch,  among  other  caufes  of  ileus,  mentions  paralyfis  of 
the  fmail  inteftines. 

f We  read  of  a Jingular  excrefcence  having  been  obferved  by 
Meckel,  formed  in  the  great  inteftines,  and  afterwards  difcharged, 
refembling  a real  hydatid , which  had  impeded  the  free  difcharge  of 
the  faeces.  See  Mem.  des  fcicnc.  bell.  lett.  de  Berlin,  an.  1759,  p.  36, 

106.  If  the  belly  be  fo  much  obftruCted  that 

the  contents  of  the  inteilines  rife  upwards,  and 
are  expelled  by  vomiting,  we  then  name  the  dif- 
eafe,  with  in  oft  of  the  moderns,  ileus , or  the  iliac 
pajfion , or  volvulus . For  I differ  from  thofe  who 

only  beftow  this  name  upon  the  iliac  pain>  or  in- 
flammation of  the  inteftines.  I grant,  indeed, 
that  thefe  complaints  often  terminate  in  ileus , or 
are  not  unfrequently  conjoined  with  it ; but  I 
contend  that  this  is  not  the  only  and  uniform 
caufe  of  the  complaint.  Moreover,  in  thefe  af- 
fections the  vomiting  and  obftinate  cojlivctiefs , 
which  conftitute  the  nature  of  ileus,  neither  feem 
to  be  conftantly  prefent,  nor  attended  with  fuch 
violence  as  in  ileus, 

107.  Hence  it  appears,  that  its  proximate 
eaufe  is  the  inverted,  or  antiperiftaltic  motion  o* 
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the  inteftines,  occafioned  by  whatever  fo  increafes 
the  contractile  power  any  where,  that  Its  aCiion 
prevails  over  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  fuperior 
parts  ; or,  on  account  of  being  more  powerful, 
attracts  to  it  the  weakened  motion  of  the  lower 
parts ; or,  laftly,  whatever  fo  obftruCts  the  paflfa- 
ges,  that  the  defcent  of  the  contents  of  the  inte- 
ftines  is  prevented,  fuch  are,  violent  fpafm,  con- 
vulfions,  fevere  vomiting,  inflammation,  colic 
and  iliac  pains,  and  their  caufes,  eifewhere  enu- 
merated (85.  87-),  and  all  of  thefe  mentioned  a 
little  before  (104.  105.)  *.  In  the  body  of  a wo* 
man  who  had  frequently  complained  of  a pain  in 
the  right  iliac  region,  and  who,  after  falling  from 
a height,  felt  a more  acute  pain,  and,  after  being 
diftrefled  with  a bilious  vomiting  for  three  days, 
was  at  length  carried  off,  Meckel  difeovered  a 
calculus  in  the  jejunum , at  the  fide  of  the  right 
umbilical  region,  by  which  its  cavity  was  intirely 
fhut  up  f.  There  is  likewife  a curious  obferva^ 
tion  oi  Lieutaud  of  a boy,  in  whofe  body, 
about  the  termination  of  the  ilium,  a collection 
of  worms,  rolled  into  a mafs  as  big  as  the  fill, 
and  completely  obftru&ing  the  inteftine,  was 
found. 


* To  this  part  may  be  transferred  the  inftances  of  intus-fufceptio, 
quoted  from  Robin  and  Leblanc  (99.  note  f ).  Likewife  the  ob- 
fervations  of  Morgagni,  concerning  the  caufes  of  volvulus,  in  the 
note  upon  par.  icq. 


f Hijl,  del'acad.  roy.  dcs  fcienc.  ct  belles  Icltre:  dc  Berlin.  17 
p.  35.  X H'f1'  anat.  mcd.  vol.  i.  p.  7^, 


OF  BOUND  BELLY  AND  ILEUS* 


4?S 

THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

108.  Bound  or  obftru&ed  belly  (104.)  Is 
firfl  announced  by  the  intimation  of  the  pa- 
tient.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  reccgnife  the  prefence 
of  ileus  (1 16,).  For,  in  the  latter,  either  nothing 
at  all  is  pafied,  or  the  difeharge  is  fcanty  and  thin. 
Somewhat,  however,  maybe  pafied  if  the  inteftine 
be  not  altogether  cbftru&ed,  and  if  the  ileus  arife 
from  the  appendages  which  are  fometimes  found 
in  the  ilium,  falling  into  the  ring  of  the  abdomi- 
nal mufcles,  and  being  there  ftrangulated.  The 
abdomen  is  pained,  efpecially  about  the  umbilicus, 
becomes  tenfe,  fwells,  and  at  firft  a loathing  of 
food  and  naufea  occur,  followed  by  vomiting, 
firft  of  food  and  drink,  and  afterwards  of  bile  and 
other  fluids,  and,  laftly,  of  putrid,  fetid,  and  fe- 
cal matters,  accompanied  with  the  greateft  de- 
gree of  anxiety,  and  frequent  faintings.  Some- 
times alfo,  thefe  fymptoms  are  attended  with  fe- 
ver, enteritis,  hiccup,  convulfions,  delirium,  and 
oilier  fatal  fymptoms,  which  I have  already  men- 
tioned as  accompanying  the  moft  fevere  colics. 
Nor  does  it  happen,  that  the  excrements,  which 
are  collected  above  the  cbftacle,  alone  are  voided 
by  the  mouth,  but  likewife  thofe  that  are  found 
beneath  it ; and  eveiv  clyfters  and  fuppofitories 
themfelves  are  faid  to  be  fometimes  difeharged 
in  the  fame  manner.  Which  laft  fa&,  although 
it  does  not,  perhaps,  reft  upon  fufficiently-weli 
eftublifhcd  obfervations,  Hill  does  not  feem  alto- 
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gether  to  furpafs  belief.  For  if  the  caufe,  invert- 
ing the  motion  of  the  inteftines,  be  of  luch  a na- 
ture as  no  where  to  ftiut  up  their  cavity,  or  not 
wholly  to  obliterate  it,  or  even  thoughitdo  occafion 
fuch  obftrudion,  if  this  do  not  take  place  in  the 
redum, — for,  as  dififcdion  has  fhewn,  no  part  of 
the  whole  alimentary  canal  is  exempt  from  fuch 
an  affection  ^—things  thrown  in  per  anum , in 
confequence  of  the  inverted  periftaitic  motion, 
or  being  forced  up,  may  be  carried  beyond  die 
obftacle,  and  rejeded  upwards.  But  it  may  be 
faid,  that  the  valve  of  the  colon  would  prevent 
this.  This  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.  For  it  may 
be  fo  prefled  upon  by  the  matters  ruffling  upon 
them,  and  endeavouring  to  pafs  from  the  colon 
into  the  ilium,  that  yielding  and  opening  it 
leaves  free  accefs  to  them  ; as  injedions  paffing 
out  of  the  mouth  demonftrate  f.  Add  to  this, 
that  fometimes  the  valve  itfelf  is  burft;  as  Haller 
allures  us 

* In  the  ilium  itfelf  faeces  are  found  *,  they  are  not,  therefore, 
contained  wholly  in  the  great  inteftines  (De  Haen,  Rat.  med.  vol.  ii. 
p.  7 6.).  Hence  the  vomiting  of  the  faeces  does  not  proceed  from 
the  colon.  Morgagni  alio  relates  having  obferved  fmall  collections 
of  faeces  in  the  upper  part  of  the  intefliiies  (Ep'ijl.  anat . med.  xxxix. 
n.  2 9.). 

f I he  dilatation  of  the  ilium  and  colon  feparates  the  opening 
of  the  valve  of  Eauhin,  fo  that  the  faeces  of  the  lower  inteftines 
are  voided  by  vomiting.  See  Hagenott  and  De  Haen,  Rat.  med. 
vci.  ii.  p.  7 ^ & 7 Eut  Hales  alTerts  that  this  valve  is  overcome 
by  the  force  of  a clyfter,  exper.  25.  Hamaji.  n.  1.  & 2.  De  Haen, 
p.  73.  denies  that  this  can  happen  in  the  living  fubjedl  3 nor  is 
Morgagni  difpofed  to  admit  it.  Eut,  in  another  part  of  his  works. 
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(par.  iii.  c.  ii.  p.  104.),  it  appears  from  De  Haen  liimfelf,  tKat  v\ 
the  living*  fubjeet  alfo  it  is  overcome  •,  which  Van  Swieten  like  wile 
affirms,  when  fpeaking  of  the  hydroftatic  mftrument  of  Martini. 

t Pt  im.  I’m, phjjJloL  n.  7 3 B. 

THE  PROGNOSIS, 

iog.  Bound  belly,  when  it  is  the  effedt  of 
ftrong  bowels  and  great  abforption,  creates  no 
uneafinefs,  although  no  ftool  occur  for  fix  or 
eight  days,  or  more.  Otherwife  it  may  induce 
great  and  ferious  inconvenience,  as  loathing  of 
food,  tendon  of  the  abdomen,  anxiety,  headach, 
vertigo,  hemorrhoidal  difcharges  and  colics,  en- 
teritis, putrid  fevers,  and,  laftly,  ileus  itfelf.  Nay, 
while  a perfon  endeavours  with  a great  effort  of 
his  breath  to  evacuate  his  inteftines,  if  he  be  young, 
he  is  fometimes  obferved  to  be  attacked  with  he- 
moptifis,  and  if  he  be  more  advanced  in  life,  or 
an  old  man,  with  apoplexy,  in  confequence  of 
the  blood-vcffels  of  the  brain  burfting.  Ileus  is 
a difeafe  of  very  doubtful  iifue,  and  full  of  danger. 
That  which  arifes  from  inflammation  or  gangrene 
is  always  fatal ; while  that  which  arifes  from  her- 
' nia  is  only  fometimes  fo,  as,  according  to  Garen- 
geot,  it  is  fometimes  cured.  That  which  is  occafion- 
ed  by  hardened  feces,  and  other  manifeft  caufes, 
which  can  be  eafily  removed,  is  attended  with 
lefs  danger.  When  fetid  fuelling  or  black  matter 
is  palled  by  the  mouth,  or  when  the  higheft  debi- 
lity, fetor  of  the  mouth,  fmall  pulfe,  convulsions, 
coldnefs,  and  palenefs  are  prefent,  it  is  an  indi- 
cation that  death  is  threatened.  The  vomiting 
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of  fluces  is  generally  confidered  as  fatal.  Bat  Ga~ 
rengeot  *,  Bonet  f , and  Matthseus  de  Gradibus, 
mention  inftances  to  the  contrary.  Old  men 
are  generally  carried  off  inftantaneoufly  ; for  they 
are  frequently  cut  off  during  vomiting.  A fatal 
inftance  of  ileus,  together  with  the  anatomical 
diffedtion,  will  be  found  in  the  Commentaria  de 
rebus  in  fcientia  naturali  et  medicina  gejlis  If  a 
diarrhoea  fupervene  upon  a fevere  iliac  paffion, 
the  patient  is  carried  off  in  a few  hours,  for  it  is 
a proof  of  univerfal  fphacelus  having  taken  place; 
hence  a diarrhoea  is  fatal  [|.  The  fame  thing  is 
to  be  apprehended  if  a fwelling  of  the  belly  come 
on,  and  a copious  difcharge  of  flatus  take  place  §. 
If  fuppreiTion  of  the  urine,  ftrangury,  inflation  of 
the  belly,  or  convulfion  lupervene,  the  complain? 
is  fatal  U.  Like  wife  red  or  livid  fpots,  which 
fometimes  appear  externally,  denote  that  the  in- 
flammation of  the  inteftines  has  terminated  in 
gangrene 

* Mem.  de  Vacad.  dechir.  vol.  i.  P.  iii.  p.  3^5. 

•f-  Med.  feptentr.  vol.i.  lib.  iii.  fe£t.  xv.  c.  xxix.  xxx.  xxxii. 

X Tom.  xviii.  p.  400.  |j  Felici  del  prefag.  med.  p.  164. 

. § Baglivi  in  Append,  ad  dyf enter.  *)[  Id.  ib.  1.  i.  c.  xiiL 

**  Van  Swieten*  § 848. 

THE  CURE. 

x 10.  Binding  or  obftrudtion  of  the  bowels  will 
be  removed  by  thofe  remedies  which  are  indica- 
ted by  a knowledge  of  the  caufes  (104.  105.), 
But  as  thefe  have  already  been  fufficientiy  diL 
Vol.  V.  II  h 
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cuffed  in  former  chapters,  it  is  unneceffary  to  re- 
peat them  here.  Upon  the  whole,  the  patient 
will  receive  benefit  from  exercife ; from  fri&ion 
of  the  abdominal  region  ; from  moift  and  gluti- 
nous food  ; from  drinking  copioufly  ; from  vege- 
tables and  coarfe  bread  ; from  occafionally  taking 
fome  honey,  or  manna,  or  caffia,  or  fome  of  the 
neutral  falts  ; and  from  the  frequent  employment 
of  clyfters.  Redi,  before  meal-times,  recommends 
a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  the  pulp  of  caffia,  until 
the  bowels  be  relaxed.  He  likewife  prefcribes  the 
employment  of  fallads  made  with  vinegar,  prepa- 
red with  an  infufion  of  manna  and  fenna.  Gor- 
ter  * prefcribes  the pllulce  gummofa^  fome  recom- 
mend thofe  of  Becher,  others  the  balfamic  pills  of 
Hoffman,  or  the  Frankfort  pills,  and  fo  forth. 
Likewife  fuppofitories  of  fait  butter,  or  fal  gemma , 
agaric,  and  colocynth  received  on  honey,  are 
advantageoully  introduced  per  anum , that  the 
belly  may  be  excited  to  action.  It  may  like- 
wife be  opened  by  means  of  the  bath  ; by 
fteam  f ; by  fomentations ; by  the  ointment  of 
the  arthanita  major  applied  to  the  umbilical  re- 
gion, which,  in  children,  has  been  frequently 
obferved  to  afford  relief.  An  injeftion  of  the 
juice  of  beet  is  recommended  by  Petrus  de  Ro- 
tundis,  to  which  he  conliders  nothing  as  being  fu- 
perior  Some  recommend  walking  with  the 
bare  feet  upon  a ftone  pavement  fprinkled  with 
water;  but  this  is  not  always  unaccompanied 
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with  danger.  It  will  be  neceflary,  however,  in 
every  cafe  to  confider  the  caufes. 

J 

* The  p'lluhz  gummofo  of  Gorter  are  as  follow  : K-*  Gumm. 

ammon.  drach.  ij.  Sal.  polyclireft.  drach.  ij.  Gumm.  fagapen. 
drach.  i.  Diagryd.  fcrup.j.  M.  &•  c.  s.  q.  ball,  peruv.  it.  pilul. 
dofis  ferup.  linum  quotidie. 

f Hamilton  ( De prax.  regul.  et  febr.  miliar.)  fays,  that  for  re- 
laxing the  belly,  fitting  above  the  fleam  of  warm  water  anlvvers 
the  purpofe.  Fomentations  are  recommended  by  Barbeyracic. 
Med.  form.  p.  339. 

t De  ‘vicl.  rat.  in  acut.  p.  1 19. 

111.  In  ileus  the  motion  of  the  inteftines 
cannot  be  reftored  to  its  natural  ftandard  but  by 
removing  the  irritating  caufe,  allaying  the  fpafm, 
and  opening  the  bowels.  To  this  part  may  be 
transferred  moft  of  the  remedies  already  propo- 
fed  to  allay  vomiting  (52.)  and  to  remove  pains 
of  the  inteftines  (101.  102.),  for  we  mull  employ, 
both  by  the  mouth  and  anus,  laxative,  emollient, 
and  aperient  remedies.  Particularly  clyfters,  ac- 
commmodated  to  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  are 
preferred.  If  they  require  a ftimulus,  fal gcmmcc 
ought  to  be  diffolvcd  in  them,  or  a lenitive  elec- 
tuary, or  honey  of  rofes.  Internally  the  oily  re- 
medies elfewhere  recommended  may  be  employed. 
Van  Swieten  affirms,  that  in  the  moft  fevere  cafe 
of  ileus  linfeed-oil,  taken  to  the  extent  of  a 
pound,  has  repeatedly  refeued  the  patient  from 
the  jaws  of  death  *.  But  as  the  vomiting  is  for 
the  moft  part  an  impediment  to  die  internal  em- 
ployment cf  remedies  at  the  very  beginning  of 
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the  difeafe,  the  anti-emetic  remedy  of  Riverius,  con- 
lifting  of  one  or  two  fcruples  of  fait  of  wormwood, 
and  two  or  three  ounces  of  lemon-juice,  ought  to 
be  drunk  off  while  in  a Hate  of  effervefcence. 
To  this  faline  mixture  may  be  added,  or  in  place 
of  it  may  be  fubftituted,  the  powder  of  columbo- 
root,  which  I have  elfewhere  recommended  on 
the  authority  of  White,  PercivaJ,  and  Johnftonf. 
Leack,  in  order  to  render  it  more  bland,  adds  to 
it  fpermaceti  and  gum-arabic.  It  is  neceffary  like- 
wife  to  employ  other  mixtures,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  their  gratefulnefs  and  fmell,  roufe  the 
adion  of  the  ftomach  and  general  ftrength,  and 
to  them  may  be  added  fome  of  the  fedative  and 
antifpafmodic  remedies.  They  may  therefore  be 
prepared  from  the  diftilled  waters  of  peppermint, 
ci-rons,  orange- flowers,  and  cinnamon  ; from  the 
confeBio  alkerrnes ; from  theriac  ; from  diafcof- 
dium  ; from  laudanum  ; from  the  fyrup  of  ker- 
mes,  or  of  citron  peel. 

* § 608.  609.  f See  concerning  Fevers , Vol.  II.  par.  49 6. 

1 1 2.  We  muft  inquire  carefully,  whether  the 
compl  tint  arifes  from  hernia.  In  which  cafe  its 
replacement  is  immediately  to  be  attempted  * ; 
and,  if  this  do  not  fucceed,  we  mull  quickly 
have  recourfe  to  the  operation  for  hernia  f , 
which  ought  not  to  be  put  off  beyond  twenty- 
four  hours.  There  is  no  occafion  for  repeating 
what  ought  to  be  done  when  indurated  fasces  ob- 
ftrud  the  inteftines,  which  has  been  elfewhere 
mentioned  at  greater  length,  efpecially  in  par. 
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1 01.  &c.  I mu  ft  not,  however,  pafs  over  in  Al- 
ienee quickfilver  and  leaden  drops,  as  remedies 
by  which,  it  is  afferted  by  people  of  the  firft  ce- 
lebrity and  experience,  that  the  bowels  have  been 
fo  frequently  opened,  in  cafes  of  the  mo  ft  defpe- 
rate  ileus.  And,  with  regard  to  the  quickfilver, 
fome  advife  taking  in  a pound  or  two  of  it  ; 
while  others  are  contented  with  half  a pound. 
Thofe  practitioners,  however,  aCt  rnoft  cautioufly, 
who  limit  the  quantity  of  it  from  an  ounce  to 
two,  or  fometimes  even  four  ounces.  Blanchini 
is  fo  averfe  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  that  he  is  un- 
willing to  give  more  than  one  dram,  or  four 
fcruples,  every  two  hours,  in  volvulus.  Like- 
wife  leaden  drops,  of  the  fame  weight,  are  re- 
commended to  be  fwallowed.  For  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  both  remedies,  by  their  weight, 
refolve  the  indurated  feces,  or  intus-fufeeptio  of 
the  inieftines.-  But,  that  the  remedy  may  act 
the  more  fuccefsfully  and  gently,  it  is  generally 
taken  with  a few  ounces  of  oil  of  almonds.  We 
muft  guard,  however,  againft  employing  thefe  in 
the  ileus  which  arifesfrom  inflammation,  or  when 
gangrene  is  apprehended,  as  in  an  advanced  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  or  in  that  which  is  kept  up  by  in- 
carcerated hernia ; for  in  that  cafe  they  will  occa- 
fion  more  harm  than  good.  Ghili  of  Cremona 
obferved  two  cales  of  volvulus,  in  which  three 
ounce^of  crude  mercury  had  been  given,  but  too 
late  ; and  he  found,  in  the  dead  body,  part  of  the 
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ilium  gangrenous  and  lacerated, through  which  the 
mercury,  together  with  the  faeces,  had  efcaped  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  Moreover,  we  mud 
take  care  that  the7  mercury  is  not  retained  too  long 
in  the  inteftines,  for  there  would  be  a danger  of  a 
ptyalifm  being  occahoned.  Nor  is  it  altogether 
fiife  to  employ  them  in  every  cafe  of  intus-fufeep- 
tio  ; for,  if  the  upper  inteftine  be  protruded  into 
the  lower,  it  is  affirmed  that  no  advantage  can 
be  derived  from  it.  Sometimes  the  hardened  fae- 
ces remain  fo  fad  in  the  re£hjm,  near  the  anus, 
that  they  can  neither  pafs  on,  nor  admit  the  in- 
troduction of  medicines  to  foften  and  evacuate 
them.  In  that  cafe  furgical  aid  becomes  requifite, 
and  a proper  infi.ru ment  muft  be  employed  to  di- 
vide and  extract  them. 

* In  the  crural  hernia,  while  it  is  replaced,  the  inteftines  ought 
to  be  forced  obliquely  towards  the  umbilical  region.  In  the  ingui- 
nal hernia,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  forced  obliquely  to- 
wards the  ilia.  In  old  herniae,  when  a considerable  prolapfus  of 
the  inteftines  has  taken  place  into  the  ferotum,  where  the  ring  is 
for  the  mod  part  too  lax,  frequently  the  inteftines  cannot  be  re- 
placed, on  account  of  the  accumulation  of  faeces.  In  that  cafe  no- 
thing is  better  than  the  employment  of  acrid  injeflicns,  and  cathar- 
tics ) which  laft  may  be  employed  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
complaint,  before  fevere  fymptoms  or  inflammation -come  on.  Ep- 
fom  fait,  to  the  extent  of  two  ounces,  diflolved  in  a pint  of  water, 
and  given  at  intervals,  has  produced  furprifmg  effects.  The  fey- 
bala  are  quickly  diflolved,  the  inteftines  replaced,  and  the  belly 
relaxed.  Like  wife  the  perpendicular  pofture,  with  the  head 
turned  downwards,  and  the  feet  elevated,  contributes  greatly  to 
the  reduction.  It  is  generally  fufficient  Jo  reft  upon  the  back,  with 
the  head  fomewhat  raifed,  and  the  fiioulders  depreffed,  the  nates 
elevated,  and  the  legs  and  knees  being  retraced.  Emollient  arid 
sntiphlogiftic  remedies,  with  venefe&ian,  are  recommenced  as  be- 
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ing  proper,  by  Gourfaud,  in  the  incarceraUd,  crural , or  inguinal , and 
incomplete  hernia  j becaufe  the  narrownefs  and  nature  of  the  parts  oc- 
calicn  a rapid  inflammation  : but  the  oppolite  of  thefe  in  the  ha- 
bitual hernia  and  laxity  of  the  ring.  In  the  former  cafe,  bleeding 
ought  to  be  quickly  fet  about } in  the  latter,  it  may  be  irequently 
put  off  for  fome  days  without  danger  ; for  we  have  indances  cf 
their  having  been  fuccefsfully  replaced,  after  eight  or  ten  days,  el- 
even more,  without  inflammation  and  gangrene  having  been  indu- 
ced. In  it  alfo  flrengthening  remedies  are  likewife  proper.  Ge- 
nerally in  the  greatefl  degree  of  relaxation  thefe  laft  are  fafer. 
When  a quantity  of  air  inflates  the  inteftines,  and  occafiens  a diffi- 
culty in  the  replacing  of  them,  the  application  of  ice  may  be  tried  j 
in  other  cafes  it  is  hurtful.  See  Mem.  de  Vacad.  ray.  de  chir.  tom. 
yi.  p.  41 1. 

The  caufes  of  incarcerated  hernia  are  various,  and  confequently 
the  method  of  cure  muft  be  varied  according  to  the  diverfity  of 
thefe  caufes.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  confult  a diffiertation  en- 
titled Sur  la  difference  des  caufes  de  Vetranglement  dans  Its  her  nits , par 
M.  Gourfaud,  to  be  found  in  the  fame  rvork,  p.  38 2. 

f Concerning  celotomia , or  the  operation  for  hernia,  may  be 
read  the  difTertation  of  Louis,  which  is  to  be  found  m the  fame  vo- 
lume, p.  442.  Whether  gajlrotomia , or  the  opening  of  the  ab- 
domen, can  cure  the  iliac  paffion  arifing  from  intus-fufeeptio  of 
the  inteftines,  is  inquired  by  Heuin  among  the  ancients,  and,  a - 
mong  the  moderns,  particularly  by  Barbetta  and  others  5 and  he 
concludes  in  the  negative.  Firjl,  Becaufe  the  caufe  of  it  is  uncer- 
tain, and  it  cannot  be  afeertained  by  unequivocal  fymptoms,  which 
are  in  common  to  the  other  caufes  of  the  iliac  paffion.  Secondly , 
Becaufe  the  caufes  are  manifold,  and  intus-fufeeptio  is  a lefs  fre- 
quent one.  Thirdly,  Becaufe  the  operation  is  full  of  danger,  and 
would  frequently  likewife  be  unneccffiary.  Fourthly , Becaufe  the 
place  where  the  caufe  of  the  complaint  exifls  cannot  be  determined. 
He  has  the  concurrence  of  Saviard  ( Olf.  chir.  34.),  and  Van  Swie- 
ten  ($  964.).  See  tom.  xi.  Des  mem . de  Vacad.  roy.  de  chir.  p.  3 15. 

f Lett.  v.  Intorno  alle  feb.  malig.  p.  240. 

+ Letter,  mediche , let.i.  p.  65. 

1 13.  Moreover,  in  ileus  the  remedy  of  mod 
immediate  fervice  is  faid  to  be  the  fmoke  of  to- 
ld h 4 
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bacco  injected  per  anum  * ; in  place  of  which,  if 
I miftake  not,  may  be  equally  well  fubftituted, 
an  injedtion  of  the  deco&ion  or  infufion  of  it, 
which  I have  already  recommended  in  the  colic 
pain  (ioi.).  Some  even  propofe  forcing  air  by 
means  of  a bellows  into  the  inteftines,  to  remove 
the  complications  of  them.  After  other  remedies 
have  been  tried  to  no  purpofe,  the  belly  has  fome- 
times  been  relaxed  by  fuddenly  throwing  cold  wa- 
ter upon  the  feet,  legs,  and  bare  belly  ; for  many 
things,  as  Home?  after  Celfus,  affirms,  in  a dan- 
gerous cafe,  are  attempted  with  propriety,  which 
otherwife  ought  to  be  omitted.  But  it  is  fafer  to 
employ  the  tepid  bath.  Hazon,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
pregnant  woman,  after  trying  all  other  remedies 
to  no  purpofe,  cured  a moft  fevere  ileus  by  the 
repeated  ufe  of  the  tepid  bath,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  foetus  was  brought  forth,  and  the  wo- 
man freed  from  her  complaint.  Twice  a- day 
before  the  abortion,  and  once  after  it,  fhe  had 
recourfe  to  the  bath  f . Laftly,  tepid  water  was 
gently  and  gradually  thrown  into  the  inteftines 
by  means  of  a fyringe.  It  has  been  frequently 
known  to  allay  ileus,  as  we  are  allured  by  Be 
Haen  and  Videmari.  But  the  employment  of  it 
feems  now  to  be  laid  afide  \ which,  had  it 
been  found  to  be  ufeful,  doubtlefs  would  not 
have  happened  fo  readily.  Sydenham,  for  the 
removal  of  an  ileus,  ordered  the  patient  to  lie 
with  a living  whelp  dole  to  the  naked  belly  for 
fwo  or  three  days,  Upon  the  bowels  being 
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opened,  and  the  vomiting  and  other  fymptoms 
difappearing,  we  muft  not  too  foon  defift  from 
the  remedies,  nor  depart  from  the  thin  and  fluid 
diet,  or  negleCt  the  prophylactic  precautions  ; for 
the  difeafe  is  very  apt  tp  return. 

* An  inftrument  is  defcribed  by  De  Haen  and  Schaeffer  } but 
^ ffill  more  limple  one  by  Gaubius,  in  his  Acfaerfaria,  p.  45. 

f Vandermonde,  tom.  iv.  Jan.  1756,  p.  no. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CONCERNING  MORBID  STATES  OF  THE  HEMOR- 
RHOIDAL VEINS. 

1 14.  The  reCtum  is  liable  to  certain  morbid 
conditions  which  proceed  from  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins.  Thefe  veins  are  either  internal,  orfuperior; 
or  external , or  inferior.  The  former  flow  into 
the  mef enteric  branchy  and  afterwards  into  the  ve- 
na porta , the  latter  into  the  bypogajlric  branch  of 
the  vena  cava , into  which  hypogaftric  branch,  or 
internal  iliac , likewife  the  vena  pudenda , and 
other  veins  from  the  neighbouring  parts  flow.  It 
is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  thefe  veins, 
both  internal  and  external,  as  Win  flow  has 
fhewn,  have  a wonderful  communication  by  ana- 
ftomofes. 

1 15.  According  as  the  blood  returning  through 
thefe  veins  differs  in  its  condition,  various  mor- 
bid ftates  take  place  in  them  \ the  two  principal* 


of  piles: 


however,  are  fwelling  and  pain  in  them,  or  a 
various,  and  frequently  immoderate  difcharge  of 
blood  from  them.  Hcncc  flow  the  varieties  of 
the  piles.  They  are  either  internal  or  external , 
blind  or  Jlmt ; as  alfo  painful  or  raging , open  or 
flowing.  The  flowing  piles  are  diflinguiflied 
into  fpontaneous , — which  open,  by  a provident  ef- 
fort of  nature^  to  free  the  lyflem  of  a fuperfluous 
quantity  of  blood,  as  happens  in  the  menftrual 
difcharge, — and  into  not  fpontaneous , which  de- 
pend on  a morbid  condition.  Thefe  laft,  again, 
are  divided  into  critical , — which  pour  out  blood, 
proving  faiutary  to  the  patient ; — and  into  fymp- 
tomatic , which  are  the  reverfe.  The  blind  piles, 
according  to  the  fize  and  figure  which  they  af- 
lame, are  named,  fome  finally  fome  great,  as  alfo 
*ucrrucales  and  vejtcales , refembling  grapes  or 
mulberries  : and,  laftly,  from  the  badnefs  or  be- 
mgnncfs  of  their  difpofition,  they  are  called  ma- 
lignant^ cancerous , and  gangrenous , cr  mild  and 
benign . 

1 1 6.  The  proximate  caufe  of  the  blind  piles  is 
the  ftagnation  of  blood  in  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins  ; that  of  the  flowing  piles  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  other  hemorrhages.  The  remote  caufcs 
are  confidered  as  being,  chiefly,  plethora;  bad- 
conditioned  fluids;  a peculiar  acrimony;  a hy- 
pochondriacal and  melancholic  temperament ; 
comprefiion,  internally  cr  externally,  of  the  veins 
themfelves,  from  a fpafm,  or  from  ohflru&ion  of 
the  vifeera, — efpeciaily  of  the  vafcular  fyftem, 


both  of  the  mefenteric  veins  and  of  the  vena  por- 
ta,— from  the  gravid  uterus,  from  difficult  la- 
bour, from  indurated  fasces,  or  from  their  con- 
taining foreign  matters,  from  contraction  of 
the  reClu m failing  down  through  the  fphinc- 
ter;  excexiive  relaxation  of  the  veins,  whe- 
ther fjrom  external  violence  or  cxifting  natu- 
rally, and  as  it  were  proceeding  from  heredi- 
tary difpofition ; the  abfence  of  the  powers 
which  promote  the  return  of  the  blood  through 
the  veins  ; retention  of  the  fasces  ; the  body  con- 
tinuing too  long  in  the  ereCl  poflure  ; fuppreffion 
of  natural  or  cuftomary  evacuations  ; the  irrita- 
tion of  feme  dyfenteric  acrimony  ; a critical  ef- 
fort of  the  fyflem ; depravation  of  the  mucus ; 
any  irritation  occahoned  by  cathartics,  whether 
containing  rhubarb  or  aloes  * ; venereal,  aroma- 
tic, and  vinous  remedies  ; difeafes  of  the  vagina 
and  bladder ; and  the  frequent  application  of 
leeches. 

* Lange  ( Mifiet,  •oerit.  fafcic.i.  p.  8.)  obferves  : Aloes  ex- 

cite the  piles.  Now,  the  fame  fubftance  proves  fatal  to  cats, 
wolves,  dogs,  foxes,  and  birds.  It  muft  therefore  be  claffed 
among  the  vegetable  poifons.  Its  ufe,  then,  ought  to  be  thrown 
afide.” 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 


1 17.  The  external  piles  are  obvious  to  the 
fight;  the  internal , again,  are  difeovered  • bv 
means  of  a probe,  or  by  introducing  the  finger 
into  the  anus.  The  blind  piles  are  dilated  into 
fatal!  tumours,  like  varices  ; fometimes  they  equal 
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the  fize  of  a chefnut,  or  even  that  of  a pigeon’s 
egg  ; at  other  times  the  whole  ring  of  the  anus 
appears  fwelled  and  unequal;  fometimes  the  extre- 
mity of  the  redum  is  fo  turned  out  as  to  refemble 
the  nates  of  an  ape.  They  rnuft  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  rhagades , thy  mi , condylomata , jici^  and 
criflte  The  true  piles  refemble  the  heads  of 
veins,  are  for  the  molt  part  black,  or  intenfely 
red,  or  round,  and  affed  the  veins  otherwife 
from  what  happens  in  the  morbid  ftates  already 
mentioned.  In  the  flowing  piles,  the  blood 
paffed  is  diftinguiflied  from  other  hemorrhages  of 
the  bowels,  by  its  being  poured  out  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  preflfure  of  the  faeces,  for  the  mofl 
part  following  the  difcharge  of  feces,  but  fome- 
times, indeed,  preceding  it  a little  before. 

* Rhagades  are  hffures  about  tlie  anus.  Condylomata  are  hara 
pellicles,  or  the  indurated  rugae  of  the  anus,  oblong,  of  an  uniform 
colour,  and  not  reaching  to  the  veins.  Thymt  are  defhy  tubercles, 
of  a white  or  red  colour,  but  without  pain.  Likewife,  jici  are  tu- 
bercles larger  than  thymi,  of  a livid  colour,  and  painful,  and  differ 
from  the  piles  in  being  flefhy.  Laflly,  crifia  refemble  the  crefts  of 
a cock’s  comb. 

1 1 8.  They  generally  affed  pale,  melancholic, 
and  hypochondriacal  people.  When  they  threaten 
an  attack,  a pain,  generally  affeding  the  os  fa- 
crum,  accompanied  with  a particular  itching  at 
the  anus,  or  redum,  is  felt ; more  frequently, 
however,  accompanied  with  a tenefmus , and  an  un- 
eafy  felicitation  to  go  to  ftool,  although  the  feces 
be  neither  hard,  nor  come  off  with  difficulty.  In 
feme  patients  they  are  lefs,  in  others  more  fever  e5 
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nor  do  they  remit  of  their  violence,  tmlefs  blood 
be  drawn.  Frequently  lofs  of  appetite,  a con- 
ftant  pain,  particularly  diftrefling  when  the  pa- 
tient is  at  {tool,  vertigo,  headach,  and  fometimes 
fever,  fupervene. 

THE  PROGNOSIS* 

1 1 9.  The  blind  piles  are  either  refolved,  or  be- 
come indurated,  or,  in  confequence  of  inflamma- 
tion being  fuperinduced,  terminate  in  abfcefs. 
When  a fmall  quantity  of  bloody  pus  is  dis- 
charged from  them,  generally  a detumelcence  of 
them  eafily,  but  gradually,  takes  place,  without 
any  other  bad  confequence.  But,  if  the  fuppu- 
ration  be  fevere,  it  frequently  leaves  a fiftula  ; 
in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  old  {landing, 
or  which  have  been  much  irritated,  frequently 
terminate  in  ulcers,  and  other  bad  confequen- 
ces.  In  children  and  young  people,  the  dif- 
charge  of  them  denotes  a weakly  condition,  and, 
as  in  fuch  fubjects  it  is  eafily  checked,  it  paves 
the  way  to  chronic  complaints.  When  it  occurs 
after  the  thirtieth  year  of  life,  and  returns  at  Ha- 
ted periods,  it  is  of  more  favourable  omen.  It 
is  extremely  falutary  when  it  happens  in  a ple- 
thoric habit,  otherwife  in  good  health  ; laftly, 
when  it  recurs  at  hated  periods  about  the  fiftieth 
or  fixtieth  year  of  life.  If  in  fuch  perfons  it  be 
fupprefled,  very  alarming  difeafes  fuddenly  come 
on.  But,  if  it  be  immoderate,  it  ufually  induces 

cachexy,  dropl},  and  coiifumption.  In  fevere 
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difeafes,  if  the  difcharge  be  unufually  copious,  and 
alleviate  or  remove  the  difeafe,  it  proves  critical ; 
but  the  fymptomatic  piles  indicate  the  contrary.  If, 
inftead  of  blood,  they  pour  out  mucus,  or  white 
or  ichorous  ferum,  it  denotes  relaxation  and  ob- 
struction of  the  glands  \ ftraitening  of  the  inte- 
stines \ or  ulcers,  fcirrhus,  cancers,  and  fiftula. 

120.  The  flowing  piles  chiefly  remove  plethora 
and  bad-conditioned  fluids.  Hence  Hippocrates 
obferves  : “ Thofe  who  are  afflicted  with  piles, 
are  attacked  neither  with  pleurify,  nor  pe- 
ripneumony,  nor  phagedenic  ulcers,  nor  furun- 
culi,  nor  termintha  *,  nor,  probably,  with  lepra, 
nor  other  difeafes  f . — When  the  hemorrhoidal 
difcharge  occurs  in  melancholic  and  nephritic  pa- 
tients, it  is  a favourable  fymptom  If  varices, 
or  the  hemorrhoidal  flux,  attack  people  labouring 
under  infania,  the  complaint  is  refolved  IJ.”  Ga- 
len fays,  that  “ melancholia  and  nephritis  are  cu- 
red by  the  piles,”  as  evacuating  the  groffer  part 
of  the  blood.  Likewife,  in  the  Coacee  Prcenotioncs 
it  is  written  : u The  piles  fupervening  in  apo- 
plectic perfons  is  falutary§. — -When  a fupprefficn. 
of  the  expectoration  takes  place  in  phthifical  per- 
fons, it  induces  madnefs  ; and,  in  fuch  a cafe, 
the  piles  appearing  affords  a favourable  fymp- 
tom If.’5 


* 1 Termintha  are  blackifh-green  tumours,  rcfemblmg  the  fruit  of 
the  turpentine-tree. 

f Lib.  vi.  epid.  fe£t.  iii.  text,  xxviii.  and  lib.  Be  kimorih. 
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§ Coac* 


J Aph.  xi.  fe£t.  vL  |]  Aph.  xxi.  fame  feft. 
n.  478.  Ibid.  n.  437. 

THE  CURE . 

1 2 1.  In  the  HiJidy  painful , and  inflamed  piles, 
opening  a vein  in  the  arm,  or  even  in  the  foot, 
as  well  as  the  anplication  of  leeches,  affords  re- 
lief.  If  obftinate  fwelling  he  prefent,  it  may  even 
be  proper  to  open  the  piles.  They  muft  be 
foftened,  however,  by  means  of  an  emollient,  a- 
nodyne,  refolving  fomentation  ; by  a cataplafm, 
or  liniment.  Lange  affirms,  that  the  pain  may 
be  relieved  by  pottage  made  of  tart  apples  and 
red  wine  boiled  together,  and  applied  by  means 
of  a linen  rag  at  different  times  to  the  anus 
The  flowers  of  boiled  mullein,  elder-leaves,  boil- 
ed to  a pulp,  or  bruifed,  and  frequently  applied, 
are  recommended  by  Riverius.  An  excellent  li- 
niment is  compofed  of  the  juice  of  the  femper  vi~ 
vum , or  purflane,  and  butter.  Horft,  and  feve- 
ral  others,  warmly  recommend  an  ointment  of 
flax  -weed,  which  is  prepared  from  the  leaves  and 
flowers  of  the  flax-weed  boiled  in  hoc’s  lard,  and 
expreffed  with  the  addition  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 
Nor  muft  the  unguentum  popideum  nutritum , ! infeed- 
oil,  the  milk  of  cocoa,  and  the  oil  of  the  yolks  of 
eggs,  &c.  be  deprived  of  their  praife.  Likewife  the 
bowels  muft  be  kept  open  by  means  of  injec- 
tions, ciyfters,  cathartics  of  caflia  and  manna,  or 
feme  neutral  fait.  The  flowers  of  fulphur,  ci- 

i >0 

ven  ia  the  pulp  of  caffia,  are  faid  to  open  the 
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blind  piles,  and  to  flop  the  difcharge  when  im- 
moderate. 

Mifcel.  veritat.  fafcic.  i.  p.  7. 

122.  The  hemorrhoidal  difcharge,  when  im- 
moderate, is  allayed  by  venefeCtion,  by  a decoc- 
tion of  tamarinds  or  prunes,  of  the  urtica  mor» 
tua,  of  forrel,  of  the  green  bark  of  oranges,  of 
fimarouba  ; the  powder  of  myrobolans ; tablets 
of  amber ; pills  of  bdellium,  flowers  of  fulphur, 
with  flowers  of  caflia,  the  fungus  melitenfis,  co- 
rals ; terra  figillata  ; applying  externally  mineral 
acids  and  aflringents,  fuch  as  I have  recom- 
mended in  Vol.  IV.  Chap.  XII.  in  Epiflaxis.  But, 
when  the  hemorrhoidal  flux  is  habitual,  we  mud 
guard  againfl  flopping  it  intirely*  For  the  piles 
are  generally  by  furgeons  improperly  cauterifed, 
and  checked  by  other  remedies*  But  Hippocrates 
obferves : “ When  a perfon  is  cured  of  a long- 
continued  hemorrhoidal  difcharge,  if  the  bowels 
be  not  at  the  fame  time  kept  open,  that  there  is 
a danger  of  dropfy  or  tabes  coming  on  If 
the  ufual  evacuation  of  piles  has  been  fupprefled, 
it  may  be  recalled  by  opening  a vein  of  the  foot, 
by  pills  of  aloes,  myrrh,  and  faffron ; by  fo- 
mentations applied  to  the  anus  ; by  the  vapour 
of  warm  water  ; by  rubbing  on  them  fig-leaves ; 
b the  internal  ufe  of  Heel,  and  the  like* 

* Aph.  xii.  fe£l.  vi. 

i According  to  the  variety  of  tjie  caules  by 
which  the  piles  are  excited,  fometimes  aperients, 
at  ether  times  correctives,  and  fometimes  fapona- 
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ceous  or  ftrengthening  remedies,  are  indicated. 
Hence  neutral  falts ; the  juice  ot  fuccory,  agri- 
mony, nofe-fmart,  borage,  fumitory,  trifoil,  mil- 
foil, and  plantain  ; fteel  ; whey,  or  milk  itfelf, 
if  nourilhment  be  required,  are  recommended. 
Laftly,  the  mineral  waters  are  moft  efficacious 
for  walking  all  impurities  out  of  the  body.  The 
food  ought  to  be  of  a bland  kind  ; nor  are  acrid 
or  aromatic  fubftances  admiffible.  Violent  exer- 
cife  both  of  body  and  mind  ought  to  be  a- 
voided. 


CHAPTER  X. 

CONCERNING  WORMS  OF  THE  INTESTINES. 

124.  There  is  fcarcely  a part  of  the  human 
frame  in  which  worms  have  not  either  been 
found,  or  alleged  to  exift.  But  they  are  moft 
frequently  fituate  in  the  inteftines  ; and  are 
very  various  in  kind  and  fize.  The  principal 
1 kinds  of  them  are,  the  lumbrici ; afcarides  ; cucur- 
bitini ; and  the  broad  worm , which  alfo  has 

! 7 

the  name  of  t tenia , folium , and  vermis  folit arias , 

becauie  it  has  been  fuppofed,  though  improperly, 

that  feveral  of  them  do  not  neftle  together  in  the 

«■ 

inteftines.  The  lumbrici , which  are  generally  ii- 
r tuate  in  the  fmall  inteftines,  are  tapering,  of  a 
white  colour,  fometimes  dufky,  and  from  fix  or 
i eight  inches,  to  a foot,  or  two  feet  long  ; in  f> 
Vol.  V,  I i 
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gure  refembling  earth-worms,  but,  in  point  of 
llru&ure,  llownefs,  and  hardnefs,  very  different 
from  them.  The  afearides  are  tapering,  and  like- 
wife  white,  but  very  fmall,  the  larger  ones 
fcarcely  exceeding  half  an  inch  in  length  ; very 
like  the  mites  growing  in  clieefe,  and  for  the 
moft  part  confined  only  to  the  redtum.  They 
differ  from  the  mites,  on  account  of  undergoing 
no  change  ; and  from  the  lumbrici  in  being  very 
fmall  and  numerous  *. 

* See  Van  Phels.  Hijl.phyf.  afcarld.  Leovard.  1763. 

125.  The  cucurbitini  in  fome  meafure  refemble 
the  feed  of  the  gourd,  or  rather  cucumber : 
whence  their  name.  They  are  fuppofed  generally 
to  neftle  in  the  large  inteftines,  and  are  frequently 
paffed  mixed  with  the  fseces.  Lufitanus  and 
Loulet  named  them  afearides . Valiifher  was  of 
opinion  that  the  broad  worm,  or  tsenia,  arifes 
from  their  being  joined  together,  and  difpofed 
longitudinally.  This  is  denied,  however,  by  mo- 
dern authors,  who  confefs,  notwithftanding  that 
the  taenise,  which  they  name  the  cucurbitince  of 
Pallas  and  Plater,  and  the  cucurbiiinee  articulis 
longioribus  of  Bcnet,  frequently  calls  their  old  ar- 
ticulations at  the  extremity,  and  they  pafs  into 
living  and  moving  cucurbitini ; which  I myfelf 
have  more  than  once  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving.  The  cucurbitini  are  familiar  to  the  Ger- 
mans, to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
to  others  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe. 

T26.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  tsenia  is  a broad 
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worm,  with  diftind  joints,  frequently  ten,  twen- 
ty, thirty,  and  even  a greater  number  of  feet  in 
length.  Several  lpecies  are  deferibed  by  phyfi- 
cians,  befides  the  one  which  appears  to  be  formed 
by  the  jundion  of  the  cuctirbitini,  which  was 
mentioned  in  par.  125.  Two  others,  in  par- 
ticular, are  deferving  of  notice,  namely,  the 
toe  lit  a capitata , which  is  found  to  be  particu- 
larly hoftile  to  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland,  and 
to  quadrupeds  ; and  the  taenia  acephala,  or  non 
capitata , both  of  which  confift  of  fmaller  joints, 
but  conftitute  one  fingle  worm,  as  appears  from  dif- 
fedion,  from  the  examination  of  them  by  means  of 
a microfcope,  and  from  injeding  them.  They 
are  laid  to  lurk  chiefly  in  the  fmall  inteftines,  but 
have  frequently  been  difeovered  in  other  parts  of 
the  canal  befides.  Whoever  is  defirous  of  fuller  in- 
formation concerning  the  t amice,  may  confult  Val- 
lifner,  Plater  *,  Hildanus,  Le  Clerc  f , Andry, 
Raullin,  Gontard,  Linnaeus  J,  Vogel  ||,  Bonet  §, 
and  other  naturaiifts, 

* The  tania  prim a artic . mini  of  Plater,  and  the  tania  fecunda , or 

I •vermis  cucurlitinus  of  the  fame.  See  Prax.  med \ Plater. 

f The  l ant  a prima  of  Le  Clerc.  Hiji.  de$  vers  pi.  v.  f.  i.  pi.  vi. 
f.  2.  pi.  vii.  f.  1.  pi.  ii.  f.  i.  2.  4.  The  tania  Jecunda  of  the  fame 
kind.  Ibid . pi.  i.  A.  and  pi.  ii.  &.c, 

t Sy/tem.  natur.  The  tdcnia  vulgaris , and  tania  lata;  the  taenia  of- 
culis  marginalilus  faliiariis,  &c. 

j|  De  cognofc.  et  cur  and.  hum . ccrp.  aJfeB.  The  capitata  id  acephala  ; 
and  the  tarda  cucurbitina  of  the  fame. 

§ Mem.  prefent.  aVacad.  des  fcienc.  T.  i.  Tania  a anneaux  courts ; 
and  the  tania  a anneaux  longs . Like  wife  the  tania  ^ or  folium  a epines^t 
anneaux  of  Andry  j and  the  folium  fans  epines  of  the  fame.  Likewife  the 
luhibricusjatus  of  Tyion,  Engl.  Philof.  tranf.  an,  1683*  n,  146.  &:c. 
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127.  Befides  thefe  kinds  of  worms,  there  is 
likewife  found  in  the  inteftines  of  men  th zfafciolay 
- — which  is  not  articulated,  but  thicker  and  fuller 
than  the  tsenia  itfelf, — and  the  trichuris , namely, 
a very  {lender  thin  worm,  of  a fhining  pellucid 
appearance,  of  a round  taper  body  feven  lines 
long,  and  with  a thread-like  probofcis  fifteen  line3 
long.  It  for  the  moil  part  infefts  the  reftum  and 
ccecum , and  fometimes  alfo  the  ftomach.  The 
defcription  of  them  may  be  found  in  Roederer  * 
andWaglerf,  and  alfo  in  Fabrici,  who  names 
them  lumbricelli  aciculares.  But  there  are  many 
other  worms  befides,  and  their  varieties  are  de- 
fcribed  by  medical  writers  in  rare  cafes,  namely, 
black,  green , red , hairy , cornutedy  and  pofleffing 
fingular  heads,  hideoufly  ugly  in  various  re- 
fpeds 

* Goett.  Gel.  anz.  1761,  n.  25.  f Dijfcrt . de  morb.  mucof.  &c, 

$ Faullus  Lupius  obferved  a particular  fpecies  of  worms,  na- 
med podura  datifca  of  Linnaeus,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the 
Italian  Journal,  Awifi  lulla  falute  umana , ann.  1780.  In  the  fame 
Journal,  publifhed  at  Florence  by  Targioni,  ann.  1782,  n.  50.  more 
information  concerning  them  will  be  found.  Rofenftein  alfo  ought 
to  be  confulted.  Malad.  des  enf  ns,  &c. 

* 1 * ' 

I „ 8.  Phyficians  and  philofophers  have  long 
contended  concerning  the  origin  of  worms  in  the 
human  body.  Nor  have  they  hitherto  drawn 
any  certain  condufion.  But  the  kind  of  worms 
named  lumbrici,  the  like  of  which  have  no  where 
die  been  deteded,  and  their  frequent  occurrence 
at  every  time  of  life,  and  in  both  fexes,  not  even 
with  the  exception  of  newly-born  children,  and 
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thofe  at  the  breaft,  nay,  the  foetus  itfelf,  in  which 
Hippocrates  has  (hewn,  that  broad  worms  have 
fometimes  been  found  feems  to  favour  the  opi- 
nion of  thofe  who  imagine  that  thefe  animalcules 
are  generated  in  the  body.  Whether  or  not  the 
lame  may  be  affirmed  of  the  afcarides , of  the  cu- 
curbitiniy  and  of  the  tan'uz,  it  is  not  eafy  to  tell. 
This  only  feems  confirmed  by  experience,  that 
fome  things  favour  the  generation  and  propaga- 
tion of  them,  that  other  things  irritate  and  excite 
their  fury,  fo  that  either  from  their  number,  and 
from  their  confumption  of  chyle,  or  from  the  bad 
exhalations  and  excrements  proceeding  from 
them,  or  from  their  pricking  or  irritating  the  in- 
teftines,  they  occafion  no  fmall  mifchief,  The* 
generation  of  them  is  promoted  by  all  thofe  things 
which  afford  them  a proper  nidus,  or  aliment,  as 
vifcid  and  farinaceous  legumina ; the  abufe  of 
animal  food  ; fruit ; milk,  and  articles  prepared 
with  it  ; a weak  and  lax  habit  of  body  ; moift 
and  warm  air ; living  in  marfhy  fituations  ; the 
drinking  of  impure  water  ; fluggifh  bile  ; and 
fimilar  caufes  ; in  confequence  of  which  vifcidity 
is  colledled  more  copioufly  in  the  inteftines.  A- 
mong  thefe  alfo  may  be  enumerated,  fweet  ar- 
ticles, and  things  prepared  with  fugar  ; but  Redi 
has  obferved  them,  particularly  the  lumbrici, 
writhe  themfelves,  and  convulfed,  in  confequence 
gf  fweet  and  acid  juices  being  poured  upon  therm 

* Lib.  iv.  De  morl.  xxvii.  n.  2. 
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THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

129.  No  age,  as  I have  already  faid,  appears 
to  be  exempt  from  worms ; but  leaft  of  all  in- 
fancy and  childhood,  in  which  we  may  therefore 
always  fufpeft  the  prefence  of  worms.  But  in- 
fants and  children  are  much  more  frequently  di- 
llrefled  with  afcarides  and  lumbrici ; men  with 
cucurbitini  and  tan'ue,  and  fometimes  alfo  with 
fafciolce  and  tricburides , but  women  ftill  more  fre- 
quently than  men ; fo  that  every  period  of  life  is 
liable  to  fome  of  thofe  fpecies  of  worms.  Worms 
for  the  mo  ft  part  lurk  in  the  fyftem  without  be- 
traying themfelves  by  fufficiently  certain  marks. 
For  the  fvmptoms  are  generally  either  obfcure  or 
equivocal,  as  various  and  different  caufes  fre- 
quently occafion  the  fame  effects,  pr  deceive  us 
with  a fimilarity  of  appearance.  For  it  not  un- 
frequently  has  happened,  that  worms  have  been 
found  when  no  fufpicion  of  them  had  been  en- 
tertained ; or  that  they  have  been  altogether  ab- 
le nt  when  many  fymptoms  feemed  to  indicate  their 
prefence ; which  laft  fa£l  has  been  confirmed  by 
two  cafes  adduced  by  Tode  *.  Therefore,  the 
palling  of  worms  by  the  mouth  or  anus  is  the 
only  thing  which  removes  all  doubt  in  the  cafe  of 
an  ambiguous  diagnofis. 

* Collet,  foe.  med.  Haunien.  p.  21. 

130.  It  may  be  obferved  in  general,  however, 
that  perfons  afflicted  with  worms  are  for  the  moll 
part  languid,  and  affefted  with  naufeaj  fometimes, 
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likewife,  that  they  have  a morbid  appetite, 
though  their  body  at  the  fame  time  receives  no 
nourifhment,  but  pines  away ; that  an  acid  exha- 
lation is  emitted  from  the  mouth  ; that  they  are 
occafionally  harafled  with  a flight  dry  cough ; 
that  they  are  apt  to  be  attacked  with  fainting  ; 
that  they  are  bedewed  with  a cold  fweat  ; that 
the  colour  of  their  face  varies,  being  fometimes 
palifh,  fometimes  red,  but  mod  frequently  pale  ; 
that  a dilatation  of  the  pupil,  or  mydriafis , hap- 
pens * ; that  a more  copious  difcharge  of  faliva 
takes  place  ; that  they  are  diftreflTed  with  confi- 
derable  third:  ; that  they  are  frequently  convulfed, 
efpecially  infants  and  children  ; that  they  are  di~ 
ftrefled  with  alarming  dreams ; that  they  grind  their 
teeth;  that  they  frequently  attempt  to  fvvallow  as  it 
were  a bolus  flicking  in  the  throat ; that  they 
turn  round  upon  the  belly,  which  is  for  the  moil 
part  fwelled  and  tenfe  ; that  they  are  diftrefled 
with  colic  pains,  or  cardialgia,  or  a fenfe  of  gnaw- 
ing about  the  umbilicus,  which  is  denoted  by  the 
complaints  and  writhings  of  the  patients,  and  their 
applying  their  hand  to  the  belly  ; that  fometimes 
they  are  more  affedled  when  falling,  and  relieved 
upon  taking  food  ; that  the  belly  is  fometimes 
bound,  fometimes  loofe  ; that  aih-coloured,  whi- 
tifh,  or  green  flools,  generally  emitting  an  acid 
fmell,  are  pafled  ; that  they  are  fubjedt  to  a very 
troubiefome  itching  of  the  nofe,  and  occafional 
dropping  of  blood  from  it ; and  that  they  arc 
affedted  with  fliifting  fevers.  Baglivi  fuppofeSj 
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that  a very  fmall  pulfe,  and  hiccup,  in  children 
always  denote  the  prefence  of  worms  f.  The 
pulfe  is  generally  irregular,  obfcure,  and  deficient. 
To  thefe  fymptoms  others  add,  tremors,  the  cy- 
nical fpafm,  contortions  of  the  eyes,  and  fiufliing 
of  the  cheeks.  Rhan  informs  us,  that  mydriafis 
is  frequently  a fymptom  of  worms  in  the  inte- 
flines  But  Cocchi  remarks,  that  fometimes 
almoft  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  hypochondriac 
affe&ion  are  induced  by  worms.  In  a particu- 
lar epidemic  fever,  which  Lepecqui  de  la  Cloture 
named  the  putrida  vcrminofa  and  maligna , and 
which  was  of  the  nature  of  the  gafi  rico-putrida 
vcrminofa , he  obferved  as  a particular  lymptom  the 
gnawing  fenfation  of  the  ftomach  §. 

* Rhan,  Differ t.  de  vlfc.  abdom,  177 1,  p.  20. 

4 Giornale  di  med.di  Verier.  1774,  p.  217.  | L.  c. 

\ 

JJ  Bagnidi  Pifa , p.  228.  § Cbfsrv.  fur  Us  maladies  efi- 

demiq.  p.  91.  See  Vol.  I.  Of  Fever,  par.  386* 

13 1.  In  fhort,  there  is  fcarce  a fymptom  fo  fe~ 
vere  which  may  not  occafionally  be  excited  by 
worms  in  the  inteftines.  Boerhaave  has  obfer- 
ved them  to  give  rife  to  acute,  flow,  he&ic,  ma- 
lignant, putrid,  epidemic  fevers  ; to  the  fames 
canina,  bulimia,  deep  fieep,  and  delirium  : Bar- 
tholin to  naufea,  vomiting,  and  dyfentery  : Pa- 
racelfus  to  phrenitis  ; Marcellus  Donatus  and 
Schenck  to  catalepfy  : Foreft  to  aphonia  : Lufita- 
nus,  Gruelling,  Rhodius,  and  Moebius,  have  ob- 
ferved epilepfy  ; which  likewife  Fabius  Columna 
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did  in  himfelf : Riverius,  Hoffman,  and  Lud- 
wig have  obferved  violent  and  irregular  fevers, 
fyncope,  a fenfe  of  fuffocation,  and  mania,  pro- 
ceed from  them : Moreali.,  and  before  him  Ett- 
muller,  putrid,  contagious,  and  epidemic  fevers : 
Tozzi,  palpitations,  headachs,  vertigos,  blind- 
nefs,  cough,  and  hiccup  : Lieutaud,  ileus  and 
volvulus  : Hoffman  and  myfelf,  and  all  practi- 
tioners, efpecially  Vogel,  Schuitze,  Van  Doevern, 
Storck,  &c.  pleurify,  ifchuria,  and  perforation  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines  In  a maniac,  w to 
before  his  death  vomited  a quantity  of  lumbrici, 
Ludwig  found  three  large  lumbrici  teretes  dead,  in- 
clofed  in  the  gall-bladder  f.  Lieutaud,  likewife  j, 
in  the  body  of  a bey  who  had  died  of  an  acute 
fever,  found  a long  lumbricus,  by  which  the 
dudus  choledochus  was  obftruded.  It  appeared 
to  have  been  carried  thither  from  the  gall-  bladder. 

The  fame  author  relates  ||,  what  appears  to  be 

> 

more  furprifmg,  that  he  found,  in  the  body  of  a 
woman  who  had  died  of  a malignant  fever,  a 
lumbricus  which  had  in  like  manner  been  forced 
into  the  pancreatic  dud,  and  evidently  obftruded 
it.  In  another  boy  he  found  the  ilium,  about  its 
extremity,  fhut  intirely  up  by  a colledion  of  lum- 
brici as  large  as  the  fill  §. 

* An  inftance  of  the  inteftines  being  perforated  by  worms  may 
be  found  in  the  Joint,  domed.  Jun.  1782,  p.  551. 

f Comment,  de  reb.  in  feient.  nat . el  med.  gejl.  vol.  xiv.  p.  66 4. 
x Hifl.  ana t.  med.  vol.  i.  p.  211.  |j  L.  c.  p.  248. 

$ L,  c.  p.  75. 
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132.  The  fymptoms  which  in  a peculiar  man- 
ner feem  to  indicate  the  prefence  of  the  cucurbitini 
and  tteriuzy  are,  a gnawing  about  the  ftomach, 
or  a frequent  and  uneafy  fenfation  of  a living 
animal  moving  within  ; inflations  of  the  abdo- 
men, which  fubfide,  and  afterwards  return  ; in- 
creafed  appetite ; remarkable  diminution  of  the 
ftrength  ; emaciation  ; a lead  or  yellow  colour 
of  the  face ; fainting-fits ; dimnefs  of  fight,  and 
watering  of  the  eyes  * ; giddinefs,  accompanied 
with  falling  ; tottering  of  the  legs  ; and  certain 
abrafions,  like  gourd  or  cucumber  feeds,  which 
are  fometimes  voided  with  the  faces  f.  In  fome 
patients  there  occurs  an  interruption  of  the  voice, 
accompanied  with  a copious  ptyalifm,  and  pains 
of  the  ftomach  Thefe  worms  for  the  moft 
part  affeft  perfons  living  in  marfhy  fituations, 
and  ufing  impure  water  and  bad  aliment.  The 
afcarides  are  chiefly  indicated  by  an  itching  about 
the  anus,  by  frequent  loofenefs,  and  by  the  fetor 
of  the  ftools.  They  are  equally  hoftile  to  adults 
and  children.  Hippocrates  has  even  found  them 
in  the  foetus.  In  women  they  frequently  pafs 
into  the  vulva,  and  excite  an  intolerable  itching 
there*  They  then  not  only  appear  in  the  faces, 
but  alfo  in  the  urine.  Coufini  J mentions,  that 
a foldier  paffed  through  the  urethra  a worm  of 
the  taper  kind,  eight  inches  long,  and  that  he 
Tad  been  accuftomed  for  feveral  years  back  to 
pafs  many  fuch.  Do  they  pafs  from  the  inte- 
ftines  by  any  communication  preternaturallyform- 
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cd  with  the  ureters  ? We  have  feen,  in  dead 
bodies,  that  worms  have  formed  for  themfelves 
a paffage  from  the  cefophagus  into  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax,  through  a hole  in  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity. In  a girl  of  ten  years  of  age,  all  of  whole 
vifcera  were  perfectly  found,  but  who  had  been 
fuflfocated  by  worms,  Haller  found  the  mouth 
and  fauces  filled  with  lumbrici,  and  two  of  the 
taper  kind  in  the  afpera  arteria,  at  the  feat  of  the 
heart,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lungs  §. 

* In  the  Journ.  de  mcd.  for  July  1783,  tom.  xi.  p.  22.  a cafe,  In 
whichataenia  and  worms  accompanied  St  Vitus’s  dance,  is  recorded.  It 
is  as  follows  : “ A girl  of  nine  years  of  age,  for  eight  days  was  di- 
ifreffed  day  and  night  with  continual  and  inordinate  motions  in 
the  arms  and  legs.  She  fpoke  with  difficulty,  in  confequence  of 
her  tongue  being  as  it  wrere  held.  She  was  colle&ed  in  her 
mind.  She  v;alked  in  a ridiculous  manner,  dragging  one  foot  after 
another.  She  with  difficulty,  and  not  until  after  making  various 
motions,  applied  a cup  to  her  mouth,  and  then  drank  with  preci- 
pitation. Her  eyes  watered,  and  wTere  in  continual  motion  j and 
her  mouth  was  varioufiy  diiforted.  Her  refpiration  was  free  *,  her 
pulfe  fmall,  quick,  and  irregular  ; fhe  had  great  third  : her  urine 
-was  watery,  and  her  belly  fwelled.  She  had  a conffant  pain  about 
the  umbilicus  \ her  flools  were  foft  and  mucous,  and  of  a clay  co- 
lour y her  face  pale,  and  her  body  emaciated,  although  for  fix 
months  fhe  had  been  harafled  with  an  immoderate  and  iniatiable  cra- 
ving for  food.  The  watering  of  the  eyes,  emaciation,  fwelling  of  the 
belly,  pain  about  the  umbilicus,  and  the  nature  of  the  excrements^ 
indicated  worms.  After  premifing  a clyfler  of  a deco£lion  of  rich 
figs,  next  morning  was  adminiftered  a medicine,  compofed  of  four 
ounces  of  the  infufion  of  helminthpchortus,  two  ounces  of  oleum  li- 
cini,  and  an  ounce  of  the  fyrup  of  w^alnut-flowers.  Four  flools  took 
place,  accompanied  with  the  difcharge  of  five  lumbrici,  of  various 
fizes.  Next  day  the  remedy  was  repeated,  premifed  by  four  grains 
of  fweet  mercury,  and  twelve  grains  of  rhubarb.  Eight  flools 
were  occafioned,  and  a taenia  was  paffed,  five  feet  and  a half  long. 
Shortly  all  the  fymptoms  difappeared,  and  the  patient  began  to  get 
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well.  By  the  employment  of  wine  and  bark,  Hie  quickly  recovered 
her  former  complexion  and  condition  of  body.” 

f Hippocr.  De  morb.  iv.  n.  27.  39.  J Ibid.  n.  40. 

1|  A3.  H civet,  vohviii.  p.192.  $ Opufc.path . obf.ix. 

THE  PR  OC  NOS  IS. 

1 33.  The  afcarides  are  free  of  danger,  and 
moil  fuccefsfuiiy  treated.  When  neglected,  howe- 
ver, they  may  induce  tenefmus  and  inflammation, 
or  ulceration  of  the  redhim.  This  is  not  the  cafe 
with  the  lumbrici  and  taeniae ; for  in  them  greater 
difficulty  often  occurs,  and  the  life  itfelf  is  in  dan- 
ger. The  white  kind  are  attended  with  more  dif- 
ficulty  and  danger  than  the  black  or  brown. 
When  worms  are  conjoined  with  other  difeafes, 
the  difeharge  of  them  denotes  the  greateft  putre- 
faction, which  they  feem  to  fliun.  But  fre- 
quently they  are  pafied  along  with  the  excre- 
ments when  the  difeafe  is  drawing  to  a crifis ; in 
which  cafe,  according  to  Hippocrates  they  af- 
ford a favourable  fymptom. 

* Pranot.  7 2.  Coac.601.  De  judicat.  v. 

I 

THE  CURE . 

134.  In  the  cure  the  indications  are,  the  de- 
stroying and  expelling  of  the  worms;  the  deran- 
ging of  their  nefts ; the  alleviating  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  removing  of  the  caufes  by  which 
they  are  kept  up.  Oily  things  in  particular,  bit- 
ters, and  preparations  of  opium,  induce  flupor  in 
the  worms,  alleviate  the  fymptoms,  and  prepare 
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the  way  for  their  expulfion.  The  ftrong-fmell- 
ing  gums,  and  faline  fubftances,  not  only  deftroy 
the  vifcid  colluvies  in  which  they  are  produced 
and  grow,  but  likewife  expel  the  worms  them- 
felves.  It  is  faid  that  they  are  deftroyed  by  oily 
and  acid  things,  both  of  the  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral * kingdoms,  and  by  fweet  fubftances  ; but  we 
are  as  yet  unacquainted  with  any  remedy  which 
certainly  deftroys  them.  They  are  expelled  by 
emetics  and  cathartics  f , and  clyfters,  particularly 
of  milk  and  fugar,  when  lulled,  or  killed,  or  ren- 
dered languid  by  anthelminthics,  as  was  Plenck’s 
pra&ice.  Among  thefe  are  recommended,  jalap* 
diagrydium,  fweet  mercury,  aloes,  rhubarb,  con- 
ferve  of  worm-flowers,  or  compounds  of  thefe. 
Boys  agree  better  with  the  fyrup  of  fuccory  with 
rhubarb,  or  of  walnut-flowers,  or  troches  of  rhu- 
barb. Among  thefe  likewife  the  belly  is  ad van- 
tageoufly  anointed  with  tanfy-oil,  with  the  oint- 
ment of  the  arthanita  major,  or  with  hepatic  aloes 
and  myrrh,  beat  up  with  cow’s  gall,  which  proves 
gently  laxative. 

* See  Vol.  II.  par.  301.  & 402. 

f Dianyere,  Journ.  cle  M.  Vandermonde,  vol.  v.  Ociob.  1756. 


135.  For  deftroying  and  expelling  worms,  the 
beft  remedies  are,  the  femen  fantonici ; corraline  ; 
the  tops  of  tanfy  and  h;  pericum  ; goats-rue,  or 
galega  ; garden-rue  \ wormwood  ; valerian-root ; 
that  of  the  filix  mas , and  grafs  5 burnt  hartfhorn, 
or  hartfhorn  ihavings  \ pulverifed  cgg-lheJls ; 
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aflafoetida  ; myrrh  ; petroleum  ; the  oil  of  the  Hy- 
pericum Matthioli ; fulphuric  acid  ; fait  of  fteel  ; 
camphor  ; sethiops  mineral ; the  powder  of  ful- 
phur,  or  the  fame  burnt  and  immerfed  in  wine. 
Tode  greatly  extols  tartar-emetic  and  the  emetic 
wine,  by  the  employment  of  which,  he  affirms 
having  obferved  worms  paffed  in  two  hun- 
dred cafes  f.  Before  him  Brouzet  had  recom- 
mended the  fame  remedy  J.  Some  alfo  recom- 
mend water  into  which  one  or  two  pounds  of 
melted  lead  have  been  thrown  ||.  But  there  is  a 
riik  of  the  water  impregnated  with  arfenical  va- 
pours doing  harm  to  the  patient  §.  Formerly, 
likewife,  water  in  which  quickfilver  had  been 
violently  agitated  for  a long  time,  or  even  quick- 
liver  itfelf,  were  highly  efteemed ; at  prefent, 
however,  their  anthelminthic  powers  are  que- 
ftioned  But  water  impregnated  with  much 
fait  has  been  recommended  by  myfelf  **  and 
Leigh  f f with  good  reafon. 

< ••  t 

* See  the  obfervations  delivered  above,  concerning  the  colic 
pains  induced  by  preparations  of  lead. 

-j-  Colled,  foe.  med.  Haumcn.  vol.  i.  p.  21. 

X Com.  de  reb.  in  feient.  fiat,  el  med.  gejl.  vol.  iv.  p.  487. 

{}  Gazzet.  med.  d^Oltremovti,  an.  1762,  n.  16. 

The  author,  in  a treatife  entitled,  De  anthelminthic  a argentl 
*vivi  facilitate , publifiied  at  Fayence,  an.  17 53,  has  (hewn  that 
quickfilver  pofieftes  no  anthelminthic  power.  He  afterwards  con- 
firmed this  by  the  aethiops  mineral,  and  likewife  by  mercurial  oint- 
ment, in  confequence  of  having  entered  upon  another  fet  of  experi- 
ments, which  are  dill  to  be  found  among  his  unpublilhcd  writings*' 
See  Vol.  II.  Of  Fevers,  par.  402.  [Germ,  Editor .3 
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**  Trattato  dellc  cicque  f.  Criftoforo,  Faenza,  1761. 

ff  Opufcoli  med.  praliq.  di  Targioni,  vol.  iv.  p.  115* 

136.  Sometimes  alfo  the  tsenice  yield  to  thefe 
and  fimilar  remedies.  Generally,  however,  they 
more  obftinately  refill  them.  The  Edinburgh 
T ranfaBions  recommend,  as  a fpecific  in  the  cure 
of  worms,  tin  filings,  mixed  with  nearly  eight 
times  the  quantity  of  brown  fugar.  They  recom- 
mend fix  drams  to  be  taken  the  firft  day,  three 
the  lecond,  and  the  like  quantity  on  the  third 
day ; and  upon  the  fourth  the  belly  is  to  be  pur- 
ged with  a cathartic.  Others  recommend  pur- 
flane,  the  oil  exprefied  from  nuts,  and  drunk 
with  white  wine  f.  Like  wife  fix  grains  of  the 
fait  of  fleel,  mixed  with  the  extract  of  tanfy,  and 
reduced  to  a bolus  are  recommended.  But  we 
ourfelves  know  certainly,  that  both  tin,  and  fait 
of  fleel,  in  the  fame  manner  as  ftrong-fmelling 
remedies,  and  other  falts  and  bitters,  have  fre- 
quently been  of  no  avail  ||.  Rathier  afferts,  that 
the  taenia  is  mod  powerfully  expelled  by  the  fol- 
lowing remedy  R.  Pulv . fabinez  gr.  xx. 

San.  rui<z  gut.  xv.  Mereur.  dulc . gr.  x.  01.  ta- 

naceti  gutt.  xij.  Syrup,  flor.  perf.  q.  s.  M.  F.  bolus . 
Cujus  dimidia  pars  detur  mane  ; altera  vefperi ; ct 
defuper  hauriatur  cyathus  vini , in  quo  nuclei  perfi co- 
rum per  hor.  xij.  fuerint  maccrati . Bidet  alfo, 

after  trying  remedies  to  no  purpofe,  found  gum- 
gutta,  or  gamboge,  to  be  efficacious,  and  as  it 
wTcre  fpecific ; of  which  he  adminiftered  fifteen 
grains,  with  the  extract  ot  gentian,  in  the  form 
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of  a pill,  for  one  dofe  §♦  There  is  a fimilarity 
between  this  remedy  and  the  one  which  was  pu- 
blished at  Paris  by  the  King’s  order,  the  fecret  of 
which  was  difclofed  for  a great  reward  by  a wi- 
dow woman  from  Switzerland,  of  the  name  of 
Nouffer,  who  had  been  long  celebrated  for  the 
cure  of  teenies  ^[.  Its  principal  components  are, 
the  root  of  the  Jilix  mas , the  panacea  mercurialis , 
the  rejin  of fcammony , and  gum-gutta . The  fir  ft 
ofthefe,  however,  is  the  fafer,  and  equally  effi- 
cacious Likewife  the  arcanum  of  Herrenfch- 
wand,  as  we  are  informed  by  Vogel  ff,  confifts 
of  gum-gutta,  fait  of  wormwood,  and  the  charcoal 
of  afo-tree . Vogel  himfelf  fays,  that  he  has  found 
nothing  more  powerful  in  the  removal  of  teenies , 
than  pulveriled  fennel-root,  given  for  fome  days, 
morning  and  evening,  to  the  extent  of  a fcruple, 
or  half  a dram,  with  about  three  grains  of  gum- 
gutta.  Generally  the  more  powerful  cathartics 
are  recommended  for  the  expulfion  of  the  tee- 
nies, as  colocynth,  fcammony,  gum-gutta  ; and 
even  fermented  liquors,  and  generous  wines,  as 
thofe  of  Spain,  &c.  by  the  employment  of 
which  we  have  not  unfrequently  read  cf  tec  nice 
being  expelled.  But  tartar-emetic,  diffblved  in 
a fufficient  quantity  of  water,  and  given  at  inter- 
vals, appears  to  me  to  be  beft  calculated  for  the 
removal  of  txmx  JJ. 


* Vol.  V.  art.  7.  p.  103.  f Med.  Journ.  of  Venice,  an.  1763, 
n.  22 . % Hid.  n.  8.  an.  1764,  p.  62.  |[  Tode,  Coll.  med. 

Id  nun.  vol.  i.  p.  21.  \ Journ.  de  mtd . an.  1768.  T.  xxv.ii. 

P.44.  IT  Med.  e Jays  and  objerv.  p.  186. 
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**  Another  remedy  againft  the  tanla  has  lately  been  publifhed 
in  France  by  order  of  the  King,  the  author  of  which  is  Renaud, 
and  which  is  faid  to  have  been  fuccefsful  even  in  cafes  where  that 
of  the  widow  Nouffer  had  failed.  It  is  as  follows  : “ In  the  even- 
ing, let  a clyfter  of  pure  water,  with  one  dram  of  foap,  be  admi- 
niifered.  Next  morning,  when  the  patient  is  falling,  let  a drart\ 
of  the  powder  of  fennel-root  be  given,  mixed  with  a cup  of  water. 
This  is  to  be  continued  for  five  days.  After  this,  to  the  fame 
powder  there  being  added  a quantity  of  the  mercurlus  fublimatus 
dulcis , jalap  and  rhubarb,  wdtli  a fufficient  quantity  of  honey,  let  it 
be  made  into  bolufes,  to  be  taken  by  the  mouth.  Let  the  ordinary 
drink  be  a decoflion  of  mulberry-root.1’ 

-f-f  Seel: a d'opufcuU , &c.  di  Milano , 1776,  T.  xiii.  ££  Acad . 
prAed.  de  cogn.  et  cur . morb.  p.  652. 

A woman  labbured  under  fever,  dyfpnoea,  proflration  of 
ftrength,  and  a fenfe  of  pricking  pain  in  the  right  lide.  A vein 
was  opened,  and  an  emetic  given.  The  menfes  came  on.  On  their 
ceafing  fhe  took  an  emetic.  She  had  twenty-live  llools.  A mix- 
ture, confining  of  laudanum  and  the  cotifcdio  hyacinthina , brought  off 
a tsenia  five  feet  long.  Ad.  11 Civet,  tom.  vi.  p.  216.  I myfelf  have 
made  a fimilar  obfervation  in  the  cafe  of  a man. 

Here  alfo  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Raymund  brought  oil'  a t;e- 
nia  by  means  of  the  caltor-oil,  and  fometimes  by  a large  dofe  of  the 
oil  of  olives,  or  that  of  fweet  almonds,  adding  to  them  two  dram* 
of  the  bark  of  the  pulverifed  root  of  the  morus  f&mlna.  See  Hijl . dc 
la  Societ.  roy.  de  tried,  vol.  2.  p.  226. 

137.  Afcarides  are  defrayed  by  drinking  cer- 
tain mineral  waters  of  a purgative  quality  ; by 
Epfom  fait,  or  the  fed  mirabile  Glauberi  ; by  in- 
jections of  the  exprelfed  oils,  or  of  the  dcco&ioit 
of  tanfy,  or  of  milk,  fugar,  and  honey  ; and  they 
are  cleared  off  by  fuppofitories  of  aloes  and  ho- 
ney. Lange,  in  the  cafe  of  infants,  employs  ci- 
tron-feeds. Twelve  or  fifteen  of  them  are  bruifed 
Vol.  V,  K k 
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together,  and  boiled  in  four  ounces  of  milk,  and 
afterwards  vigoroufly  exprefled.  The  remedy' 
is  continued  for  three  or  four  days,  until  the 
worms  are  ejected  along  with  the  fseces  But 
in  the  cure  of  all  the  fpecies  of  worms,  attention 
mufl  be  paid  to  the  diet*  which  ought  to  be  cal- 
culated to  remove  the  caufes  by  which  the  worms 
are  cherifhed. 

* Mifcel.  veril,  fafcic.  i,  p.  85. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

CONCERNING  TYMPANITES. 

138.  To  the  inteflines  in  fome  meafure  belongs 
the  difeafe  named  tympanites,  or  tympanlas . In 
it  the  whole  abdomen  fwells,  and  is  diftended  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  when  ftruck  with  the  hand 
it  founds  like  a drum  (tympanum).  But  this 
founding  tenfion  and  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
in  order  to  conftitute  real  tympanites,  ought  to  be 
uniform  and  of  long  continuance.  For  other 
fhort-continued  and  tranfient  inflations  of  the  ab- 
domen, or  fuch  as  quickly  arife  in  acute  difeafes, 
are  now  properly  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
meteorifmi  *.  It  is  alfo  named  hydrops  ficcus  and 
Jlatulentus . 

* The  author  has  difcourfed  at  greater  length  concerning  me* 
teoriimi  of  the  belly,  in  Vol.  III.  p.  367.  368.  and  369.;  and  the 
remarks  there  delivered  may  be  properly  called  to  mind  here. 
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139.  The  mod  frequent  caufe  of  the  com- 
plaint is,  great  diftenfion  of  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines, or  only  of  one  or  other  cavity,  from, 
a collection  of  air.  It  is  lefs  frequently  occafion- 
ed  by  air  extricated  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  or 
burfting  into  it  from  the  inteftines,  and  diftend- 
ing  the  whole  abdomen ; and,  laftly,  it  is  leaft 
frequently  of  all  caufed  by  air  collected  within  the 
coats  of  the  inteftines  and  other  vifcera,  that  is, 
by  an  aCtual  emphyfema  of  all  of  them.  Hence, 
according  to  the  parts  filled  and  diftended  with 
air,  different  varieties  of  tympanites  arife,  fuch 
as  the  tympanites  intejlinalis  *,  abdominalis  j*,  and 
emphyfematicus  £ ; or  the  fpecies  compofed  of 
thefe.  In  regard  to  its  caufe,  it  is  alfo  named 
fometimes  fpajmodic , at  other  times  afcitic , and 
fo  forth.  In  regard  to  its  origin,  it  is  at  one 
time  called  primary , at  another  time  fecondary , 
&c. 

* Smeti,  Hildanus,  and  Saxonia,  defcribe  the  tympanites  inieJIU 
nabs,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  confulted. 

f T here  is  a defcription  of  the  tympanites  abdominalis  in  the 
works  of  Valles,  of  Ballonius,  and  of  Combalufier. 

t Combalufier  and  Duverney  treat  of  the  etnphyfematic  tympa* 
nites  in  the  Peterfhurgh  Tranfa&ions. 

1140.  We  fhali  now  proceed  to  the  enumera- 
tion  of  the  remaining  caufes,  namely,  the  remote. 
Thefe  are,  atony  of  the  fibres  of  the  inteftines 
r an<l  ftomach  ; conftridftion  * of  fome  part  of  the 
inteftines,  whether  from  an  organic  injury,  or 
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a fwelling,  or  from  fpafm  ; dyfpepiia  ; apepfia  \ ' 
too  great  a quantity  of  air  filling  the  inteftines  5 
colic-pains,  efpecially  fpafmodic  and  hyfterical 
pains,  frequently  recurring  ; debility  of  the  whole 
body,  and  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  ; intermit- 
ting fevers  not  properly  refolved,  or  improperly 
checked  ; crude,  windy,  fermenting  food  ; drink 
of  a fimilar  kind,  or  containing  fpirits,  or  that 
which  is  too  cold  ; a collection  of  mucus  and 
phlegm  in  the  inteftines  ; infufficiency,  or  flug- 
gifhnefs  of  the  bile ; cathartics,  or  other  reme- 
dies which  weaken  the  tone  of  the  inteftines  ; 
the  abufe  of  opium,  oily  things,  and  warm  wa- 
ter ; long-continued  coftivenefs  ; or,  on  the  other 
hand,  excefiive  and  obftinate  loofenefs  of  the 
belly,  or  the  fudden  fuppreflion  of  it ; metafta- 
fes  ; flight  wounds,  putrefaction,  ulceration,  and 
perforation  of  the  vifcera ; rupture  or  wounding 
of  the  gall-bladder,  in  confequence  of  which  an 
effulion  of  bile  takes  place  into  the  abdominal  ca- 
vity ; pus,  water,  and  blood,  collected  in  the 
fame  cavity ; emphyfema  ; fluor  albus  ; the  dif- 
charge  or  retention  of  the  lochia  or  catamenia ; 
rickets ; iCterus  ; hypochondriafis  ; and  the  like. 

* Bagard  (Trait,  prat,  cle  Vhydrop,  et  de  la  jaunijjc , par  M. 
Marquet,  P.  iii.  p.  160.)  has  {hewn  a particular  inftance  of  tym- 
panites cxifting  within  the  peritoneum,  in  confequence  of  which 
death  was  occafioned  after  twelve  days.  For,  on  the  body  be- 
ing  opened,  air  was  difeharged  with  a loud  found,  accompa- 
nied with  a fetid  fmell.  The  inteftines  were  three  times  larger 
than  ufual,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  perforated,  infla- 
med, and  gangrenous,  efpecially  where  they  adhere  to  the  me  fen- 
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tcry  ; the  rectum,  fix  or  feven  inches  from  its  orifice,  was  exceed- 
ingly contracted,  as  if  it  had  been  tied  with  a ligature.  All  the 
fasces  were  contained  in  the  colon.  T he  caufe  was  a pefifary  adhe- 
ring at  the  bottom  of  the  vagina,  comprefhng  and  ftrangulatmg  the 
intetline.  A piece  of  long  round  wax  introduced  would  probably 
have  been  the  remedy.  Com.  L\pf.  vol.  xvii.  p.  691, 

THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

141.  It  is  difcovered  by  applying  the  hand  to 
the  belly.  The  belly  is  hard  and  tenfe  ; there  is 
no  fiuduation,  if  the  difeafe  be  Ample,  but  it  e- 
mits  a kind  of  flight  hollow  found  ; there  is  a 
frequent  defire  to  belch  ; no  impreffion  of  the 
finger  remains,  unlefs  it  be  conjoined  with  ana- 
farca  ; the  patient  is  fenfible  of  none,  or  only  of 
a flight  increafe  of  weight ; the  reft  of  the  body 
is  emaciated  ; the  feet  feldom  fwcll,  and  never  lb 
much  as  in  the  other  fpecies  of  dropfy.  The 
difeafe  at  firfl:  is  generally  borne  lightly,  as  it  is 
alleviated  by  the  erudation  and  flatus  di {char- 
ged. But,  as  it  advances,  the  flatus  is  no 
longer  brought  up  ; anxiety,  dry  cough,  and  dif- 
ficult refpiration  come  on  ; the  pulfe  becomes 
more  violent  and  quick,  and  fomewhat  harder 
than  natural  ; the  belly  becomes  more  and  more 
bound  ; harder  fcybala  are  palled  with  the  greatefl 
difficulty  ; the  colour  vanifhes  ; cedematous  fwcll- 
ings  or  anafarca,  fometimes  even  afeites,  fupervene, 
and  then  the  patient  dies  in  a miferable  manner. 
Hippocrates  oblerves  : “ When  patients  labour 
under  tormina,  pains  about  the  umbilicus,  and  a 
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pain  of  the  loins,  which  is  neither  relieved  by  a 
purge,  nor  by  other  means,  the  complaint  paffes 
into  a dry  dropfy.”  Aph.  xi.  fed,  iv. 

142.  Sometimes,  if  any  part  of  the  inteflinal 
canal  be  unufually  turgid,  there  alfo  oblong  or 
round  tumours  are  evident  to  the  touch,  and 
fometimes  likewife  to  the  fight.  From  the  feat 
of  the  fwelling,  fometimes  the  ftomach,  fome- 
times the  colon,  fometimes  other  parts,  are 
known  to  be  affeded.  In  the  emphyfemcitic  fpe- 
cics  the  fwelling  is  plainer  and  more  uniform, 
and  a fainter  found  is  emitted.  In  the  tympcuiites 
abdominalis , the  abdomen,  when  touched,  not 
only  fends  out  a found,  but  alfo,  if  it  be  ftruck 
by  applying  both  hands  to  the  fides,  it  exhibits  a 
kind  of  undulation  of  the  contained  air.  Which 
will  appear  fall  more  evident,  if  the  complaint 
be  preceded  by  caufes  which  may  introduce  air 
into  the  abdominal  cavity,  or  extricate  it  there, 
and  if,  at  the  fame  time,  the  adual  fluduation  of 
a fluid  betray  itfelf. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

143.  At  the  beginning  of  tympanites  there 
are  fome  hopes ; for  it  fometimes  terminates  fa- 
vourably, efpecially  if  mere  atony,  or  infufficien- 
cy  of  bile,  or  excefs  of  phlegm,  occafion  the  com- 
plaint. Even  of  fuch  patients,  however,  more 
are  cut  off  than  furvive.  But  when  the  com- 
plaint is  advanced,  fcarcely  any  hope  remains. 
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If  it  proceed  from  the  lefion,  rupture,  or  corrup- 
tion of  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  or  vifeera,  or  be 
conjoined  with  watery  or  purulent  afeites,  or  a - 
nafarca,  it  in  that  cafe  is  incurable.  For  then  no 
benefit  is  received  from  the  eructation  of  flatus, 
or  from  the  diarrhoea ; which  laft,  if  it  be  hid- 
den and  frequent,  rather  portends  the  patient’s 
fpeedy  death.  But,  according  to  Vogel,  the 
complaint  is  fometimes  refolved  by  a hsematuria*. 
Sometimes  the  fwelling  of  the  belly  falls  a little, 
and  affords  a deceitful  hope ; but  it  fhortly  after 
increafes  again.  When  a vomiting  of  blood  fuper- 
venes,  it  is  almoft  a certain  fign  of  approaching 
death,  efpecially  if  fainting  be  conjoined  with  it. 
Lofs  of  ftrength,  emaciation,  fever,  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, enteritis,  ileus,  ifehuria,  increafe  of  the 
colic  pain,  inflammation  of  the  umbilicus  or  in- 
teftines, and  fphacelus  of  the  legs,  if  they  fuper- 
vene,  indicate  certain  death.  Likewife,  when 
the  difeafe  is  occafioned  by  rupture  of  the  gall- 
bladder, anu  effufion  of  bile,  it  proves  fatal, 

* De  cog . et  cur . morl.  § 665. 

THE  CURE. 

144.  When  tympanites  arifes  from  morbid 
conditions  of  the  primes  vice ; from  atony  and  de- 
bility ; from  defeEt  or  fuggijhnefs  of  the  bile ; or 
from  bound  belly  ; it  ought  to  be  cured  by  means 
of  cathartics,  bitters,  faponaceous  things,  and  a- 
perients ; as  the  pills  of  Becher , the  pilule:  tarta- 
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rea  of  Bontius,  the  pilulce  de  gummi  ammoniaco  of 
Quercetanus  ; rhubarb  ; venice-foap  ; the  elixir 
proprie  tails  of  Paracelfus  ; the  ferulaceous  gums  *, 
the  extract  and  decoCtion  of  wormwood,  cha- 
momile, fouthernwood,  and  juniper-berries  ; caf- 
carilla,  orange  and  peruvian  bark  ; anifeed,  thofe 
of  the  daucus  Greticus,  fennel  and  corianders  ; 
and,  laftly,  fteel.  Like  wife  acrid  injections  of  a 

deco&ion  of  tobacco,  rue,  chamomile-flowers, 
rnelilot  and  eluer-tree  ; and  the  urine  of  children 
or  calves,  fometimes  cold,  are  recommended. 
Some  in  particular  advife  fucking  out  the  air 
from  the  inteftines  by  introducing  a fyringe 
into  the  anus.  The  abdomen  externally  ought 
to  be  rubbed  with  balfams,  oils,  and  penetrating 
fpirits  ; it  ought  to  be  fomented  by  means  of 
bags  of  flour,  common  fait,  and  carminatives  ap- 
plied warm  ; or  by  means  of  plafters  of  galba- 
num,  rnelilot  and  laurel-berries  ; by  the  ointment 
of  the  arthanita  major ; or  cold  water,  which 
may  likewife  be  given  by  wray  of  drink  ; or  it 
ought  to  be  furrounded  with  a belt,  and  gently 
comprefled.  Similar  remedies  are  calculated  for 
the  emphyfematic  fpecies  of  the  difeafe. 

145.  If  it  arife  from  fupprefllon  of  the  lochia 
or  catamenia , bleeding,  the  application  of  leeches, 
and  gentle  emmenagogues  are  to  be  employed. 
Antifpafmodics,  alfo,  when  fpafms  and  convuljtons 
occafion  the  complaint,  are  very  proper  ; among 
which  oil  and  laudanum,  cold  water,  or  that 
which  is  ice-eold,  both  internally  and  externally 
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employed,  and  caftor,  are  the  chief.  When  pu- 
trefaction ^ or  an  ejfufion  of  pus , have  given  rile 
to  the  difeafe,  acids,  refinous  things,  and  anti- 
ieptics  ought  to  be  adminiftered.  Laftlv,  if  air 
be  contained  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  it  may  be 
drawn  off  by  the  operation  of  paracentefis ; al- 
though frequently,  while  the  caufe  remains,  the 
difeafe  is  not  removed,  or  often  becomes  worfe. 
When  it  is  occafioned  by  exceffive  evacuations , 
ftrengthening  remedies,  bitters,  and  aftringents, 
are  the  remedies  to  be  employed  *. 

* An  anomalous  tympanites , which  was  cured  by  faponaceous, 
antihyfterical,  antiicorbutic,  and  chalybeate  remedies,  may  be  feen 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Tranfa&ions,  communicated 
by  Dr  Alexander  Monro. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

CONCERNING  OBSTRUCTIONS  AND  SWELLINGS 
OF  THE  ABDOMINAL  VISCERA. 

146.  Whenever  any  vifcus  becomes  preter- 
naturally  indurated  or  enlarged,  and  tenfe,  it  is 
commonly  faid  by  medical  men  to  be  df ruffed 
Thus  glands  are  faid  to  be  obf  ruffed , when  their 
fize  is  increafed,  or  when,  from  being  foft  they 
become  hard,  and  afford  refiftance  to  the  touch. 
Obftru&ion  is  alleged  to  take  place,  when  the 
extreme  arteries , which  they  confidcr  as  being  co- 
nical, being  rendered  narrower,  whether  owing 
to  a morbid  ftate  in  themfelves,  or  from  another 
caufe,  are  incapable  of  tranfmitting  their  fluids ; 
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or  when  the  fluids  tbemfelves  have  acquired  fuch 
denfity,  thicknefs,  and  vifcidity,  that  they  cannot 
enter  into  the  extremities  of  the  capillary  veflfels ; 
or,  laftly,  when  the  contradlility  of  the  veflels 
becomes  to  languid,  that  it  can  no  longer  propel 
the  fluids.  From  all  of  thefe  caufes  they  affirm, 
that  the  fluids  flick  and  are  collected  in  the  ex- 
treme veflels,  that  the  parts  are  dilated,  filled, 
indurated,  and  increafed,  and  obftruttions  occa- 
iioned. 

147,  But  many  objections  feem  to  prevent  our 
acquiefcing  in  this  explanation.  And,  in  the 
firft  place,  the  lateft  anatomical  obfervations  de- 
mo nil  rate  that  the  extreme  arteries  are  not  conical , 

< 

but  cylindrical . When  a fluid,  - therefore,  has 

once  entered  them,  it  cannot  be  prevented  by  the 
decreafing  diameter  of  the  veflels  from  proceeding 
farther.  But  let  us  grant  that  the  fluid,  either 
from  a morbid  fiate  of  the  veflels,  or  from  a 
morbid  fiate  peculiar  to  itfelf,  flicks  in  them.  In 
that  cafe  the  veflfels  filled  by  it  are  confidered  by 
thofe  who  are  fkilled  in  hydraulics  as  being  fhut 
up  and  folid.  Nothing  more  can  flow  into  them, 
or  be  received  by  them.  Hence  they  can  neither 
be  diftended  nor  dilated  to  a greater  bulk,  for  the 
propelled  fluid  immediately  betakes  itfelf  to  where 
it  meets  with  leaf!:  refiftance  : it,  therefore,  ei- 
ther flows  into  the  free  and  patulous  veflels,  or  it 
returns  by  a retrograde  courfe.  If  the  firft  hap- 
pen, the  capacity  of  the  veflels  may  be  gradually 
increafed,  to  be  fure,  by  the  influx  of  the  fluid,  but 
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the  part  will  not  become  indurated  and  tumefied. 
If  the  fecond  happen,  the  veflels  will  neither  be 
dilated,  nor  will  the  part  exceed  its  natural  di- 
menfions.  Some  change,  therefore,  muft  necef- 
farily  happen  in  the  obftrudted  part,  on  account 
of  which  it  both  daily  increafes  in  fize,  and  be- 
comes more  tenfe  from  the  hardnefs  it  acquires. 
But  what  can  this  change  be  but  the  dilatation , 
extenfion , and  repletion  of  the  cellular  membrane, 
of  which  the  vifcera  and  glands  are  almoft  intire- 
ly  compofed  ? For  if  the  cellular  membrane  be 
relaxed ; if  its  empty  fpaces  yield  too  much  to 
the  influx  of  the  fluid  ; if  they  admit  it  too  a- 
bundantly  or  too  thick,  and  do  not  propel  it  with 
fufficient  force ; and  if  that  happen  flowly  and 
fucceflively,  according  as  the  cellular  membrane 
is  more  and  more  weakened,  or  ftretched  by  the 
fluid  rufhing  into  it : it  is  eafy  to  underhand  how 
the  cells,  being  gradually  dilated  and  diftended 
with  accumulated  fluid,  not  only  (hew  increafed 
bulk  of  the  parts,  but  alfo  hardnefs  and  refin- 
ance ; and  how  at  the  fame  time  fome  circula- 
tion of  the  fluids  is  kept  up  through  the  remain- 
ing veflels,  preferving  the  nourifhment  and  life 
of  the  obftrufted  part.  The  fame  thing  muft 
likewife  happen,  if  the  fmall  holes  in  the  coats 
of  the  veflels,  named  inorganic  pores , or  the  la- 
teral veflels,  which  open  into  the  cells,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fluid  being  prevented  from  proceed- 
ing through  its  proper  veflels,  and  forced  to  feek 
a paflage  elfewhere,  are  prefled  upon,  dilated,  and 
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filled  : for  in  that  cafe  too  great  a quantity  of 
fluid  will  be  forced  into  the  cellular  fpaces  lying 
among  the  veflels,  which,  if  it  be  moreover  flug- 
gifh  and  vifcid,  will  be  the  more  capable  of  ex- 
plaining all  the  phenomena  of  obftru&ions. 

148.  All  parts  of  our  body  are  liable  to  ob- 
Jlru Elions ; but  particularly  the  liver,  fpleen , mefen v 
tery , omentum , pancreas , kidneys , ovaria , uterus , 
and  glandular  bodies  *.  If  any  gland,  or  a par- 
ticular part  of  the  cellular  membrane  any  where, 
only  fweli  and  become  hard,  or  any  lymphatic 
velTel  become  enlarged  (the  poflibility  of  which, 
however,  Tome  of  the  moderns,  and  among  them 
Portal,  deny),  various  kinds  of  tumours  arife, 
namely,  folitary , circumfcribcd , growing  to  mem- 
branes, frequently  adhering  to  the  furface  of  the  vif- 
ccra , frumous , eneyfed,  folliculated , formed  like 
hydatids , and  fo  forth.  Likewife,  according  to 
the  diverfity  of  the  nature  of  the  obftrudting  fluid, 
and  the  different  degrees  of  obflrudtion,  or  the 
form  of  the  tumour,  and  fymptoms  attending  it, 
the  fwelling  is  named  fcatoma,farcoma , fchirrhus , 
cancer , &c. 

* A hard  indolent  tumour  in  the  epigaftrium  has  been  defcii- 
bed  by  the  author,  in  Obferv.  xxii.  of  the  work,  entitled,  Obferva- 
tiotium  medicarum , qua  anatomia  fupcrjlrufia  funt , &c.  collected  and 
publifhed  an.  1764,  by  Benvenutus.  [ Germ . Editor .] 

149.  The  remote  caufes  are,  a languid  and 
weak  habit  of  body  ; atony  of  the  fibres ; vifcid 
and  thick  fluids  ; acid,  four,  glutinous,  fatty,  a- 
ftringent,  and  coagulating  articles,  either  taken  as 
medicine  or  food  3 imperfect  digeftion  3 vitiated 
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chylification  ; long  continued,  or  improperly 
fuppreffed  fevers ; exceffive  evacuations ; moift 
air;  the  drinking  of  unwholelome water;  theabufe 
of  wine,  or  fpirituous  liquors  ; an  indolent  life  ; 
anxiety  of  mind  ; grief ; hypochondriafis  and 
hy  fteria  ; lpafms ; and  every  other  thing  which 
either  weakens  the  tone  of  the  parts,  or  deranges 
the  proper  crafts  of  the  blood,  or  retards  its  mo- 
tion. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

150.  The  account  of  the  preceding  circumftan- 

ces  difeovers  the  caufes  from  which  the  objlruc- 
tion  generally  proceeds,  and  prepares  the  way  to 

the  diagnofis . But  the  fymptoms  prefent  are, 
tenfion,  weight,  a fixed  and  dull  pain,  and  fwell- 
ing  in  fome  part  of  the  belly.  Sometimes  there 
is  prefent  difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  a deep, 
dry  cough,  which  proceeds  either  from  the  dia- 
phragm being  forced  up,  or  from  the  confent  of 
the  nerves.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that, 
when  the  obftrudlion  is  inconfiderable  and  re- 
cent, it  is  not  eafily  perceived,  and  that  only 
fome  injury  appears  in  the  adtion  of  the  part  af- 
fedted.  But,  whenever  any  injury  occurs  in  the 
functions  of  the  vilcera  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly,  we  are  at  once  entitled  to  aferibe  it  to  ob- 
ftrudtions,  becaufe  frequently  fuch  complaints  a- 
rife  from  debility,  or  a morbid  ftate  of  the  fto- 
mach,  or  from  depravation  of  the  gaftric  and 
other  fluids  of  the  ftomach,  or  from  fpafms.  Like- 
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wife  there  is  a total  abfence  of  pain,  if  the  ob- 
ftru&ion,  in  confequence  of  its  long  continuance, 
has  acquired  a fchirrous  nature  ; or,  on  the  other 
hand,  an  acute  and  pungent  one  is  excited,  to- 
gether with  a fenfe  of  burning,  when  it  pafles 
into  cancer , or  abfcefs . Thefe  are  long  protract- 
ed, and  gradually  increafe.  Laftly,  a bad  habit 
of  body,  cachexy,  emaciation,  and  atrophia  ; flow 
fevers  ; cedematous  fwellings ; thick,  lateritious 
urine  ; afcites  ; anafarca  ; and  various  other  fpe- 
cies  of  dropfy,  fupervene. 

151.  If  the  liver  be  obftruCted,  according  as 
the  right  or  left  lobe  is  afleCled,  a fwelling  and 
refiftance  are  felt  in  the  right  hypochondre,  or  in 
the  epigaftrium,  unlefs  it  be  deeper  feated  under 
the  falfe  ribs ; the  patient  lies  more  eafily  upon 
the  right  fide  ; and  fymptoms  of  icterus  appear,  e- 
fpecially  if  the  concave  part  of  the  liver  be  affeCl- 
ed.  But  if  the  fpleen  be  fwelled,  it  is  manifeft  to 
the  touch  in  the  left  hypochondre  ; fometimes  it 
falls  forwards  or  downwards  ; the  patient  refts 
more  conveniently  upon  the  left  fide  ; and  when 
he  changes  this  pofture,  and  turns  to  the  right 
fide,  he  perceives  on  the  oppofire  fide  a fenfe  of 
weight  and  pulling.  If  the  pancreas  be  affeCted, 
a fwelling,  pain,  and  fenfe  of  weight  acrofs  the 
bottom  of  the  ftomach,  are  felt.  Again,  if  the 
mefentery , omentum , kidneys , ovaria , or  uterus  be 
obftru&ed,  fymptoms  of  obftruflion  are  mani- 
fefted  in  the  middle  of  the  abdomen,  or  about  the 
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ilia,  or  in  the  hypogaftrium  ; and  injuries  of  the 
functions  of  thefe  parts  are  prefent.  Swellings 
of  the  omentum  are  of  various  kinds,  according 
as  they  are  occafioned  by  a watery  fluid,  or  by  a 
gelatinous  or  oily  one,  or  one  of  another  nature, 
or  by  a colle&ion  of  air.  The  hydatids,  which 
are  found  in  the  omentum , according  to  Portal, 
are  formed,  not  of  the  blood-veflels,  or  lympha- 
tics, but  of  the  cellular  membrane  For  by 
blowing  in  air  he  changed  the  parietes  of 
thefe  tumours  into  cellular  membrane,  and 
fometimes  difcovered  fat  betvreen  their  laming* 
Thefe  tumours  can  be  felt  in  the  region  of  the 
omentum.  They  are  frequently  fo  moveable, 
that,  on  the  patient’s  pofture  being  fhifted,  they 
pafs  from  one  fide  to  another.  If  they  abound 
with  fatty  and  thick  matter,  and,  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe,  increafe  in  bulk  and  weight,  they 
occafion  troublefome  pulling  and  tenfion  of  the 
vifeera  to  which  they  adhere,  efpecially  the  fto- 
mach  ; in  confequence  of  which  frequently  the 
mod  troublefome  vomiting  is  excited  f.  The 
tumours  growing  to  the  mefentery  are  deeper 
feated,  lefs  moveable,  and  fituate  more  in  the 
centre  of  the  abdomen.  The  omentum,  accord- 
ing to  Portal,  is  likewife  fometimes  affected  with 
empbyfema , in  confequence  of  air  being  evolved 
between  its  lamina:  : which  likewife  happens 
without  putrefaction  to  hypochondriacal  and  hv- 
flerical  people.  The  tumour  occafioned  in  this 
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way  Is  moveable,  it  is  perceptible  to  the  touch, 
and  elaftic,  and  is  cured  by  riding  and  the  em- 
ployment of  the  bath.  Schirrous  tumours,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  betray  themfelves  by  their 
hardnefs  and  the  ab fence  of  pain.  Women,  who 
have  frequently  borne  children,  are  moft  liable 
to  them  f.  It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that 
all  the  fymptoms  are  frequently  fallacious,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fituation  of  the  vifcera  being  fre- 
quently changed,  or  on  account  of  complications 
of  the  inteftines,  and  tumours  growing  to  them, 
as  I have  elfewhere  repeatedly  noticed. 

* Hijl.  de  Vacad.  roy.  de  Van . 1770  Sc  1 77 1,  p.  54 1* 

f Comment,  de  reb.  in  fcient.  et  med.  gejt.  Lipf.  vol.  xxi.  p.  408. 

J In  pregnancy  frequently  the  omentum  is  compreffed  by  the 
uterus,  and  rolled  back  upon  itfelf,  fo  as  to  be  fometimes  inflamed, 
and  indurated,  and  to  occaflon  tumours  of  various  forms,  hard  and 
oblong,  fituate  fometimes  obliquely,  fometimes  tranfverfely.  Such 
tumours  are  found,  after  parturition,  in  the  abdomen  of  women, 
and  are  carried  about  even  for  many  years  without  great  inconve- 
nience. Ruyfch  in  the  body  of  a woman  obferved  the  omentum 
two  inches  thick , three  broad,  and  upwards  of  a /pan  long , and  of  an 
adipoje-jlejhy , or  feirrhous  difpofition, 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

152.  The  prognofis  may  be  readily  formed 
from  the  obfervations  already  delivered.  Gene- 
rally obftruBion , when  it  is  recent,  and  fuper- 
venes  in  young  people,  is  refolved  ; but,  when 
it  is  of  long  handing,  and  when  it  occurs  in  ad- 
vanced life,  it  is  almoft  incurable.  The  flow  of 
the  piles  ; intermitting  fever ; fometimes  vomit- 
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iog  of  blood  ; and  a diarrhoea  coming  on,  not 
unfrequently  afford  relief.  Sometimes,  likewife, 
an  epiftaxis  has  cured  a fwelling  of  the  fpleen, 
as  Menghini  of  Bologna  has  obferved. 

THE  CURE . 

153.  For  removing  obftrudlions  of  all  kinds, 
the  indications  are,  to  attenuate  the  thick 
fluids  ; to  roufe  into  motion  fuch  as  are  ftag- 
nant ; to  dilute  fuch  as  are  acrid  ; to  render  fluid 
thofe  which  are  coagulated  5 to  open  the  paffa- 
ges  ; to  allay  and  remove  fpafms  ; to  reftore  tone 
to  the  fibres  ; and,  laftly,  to  remove  the  predif- 
pofing  caufes.  With  which  view,  the  bowels 
ought  firft  to  be  relaxed,  per  epicrafm , as  it  is 
called  ; and  this  mull  be  occafionally  repeated  at 
proper  intervals,  while  the  other  aperient  and  de- 
obftruent  remedies  are  employed.  Rhubarb, 
cryftals  of  tartar,  foluble  tartar,  manna,  aloes, 
the  pilulce  tartarece  of  Bontius,  the  pilulce  de  am - 
moniaco  of  Quercetanus,  and  the  pilulce  de  tribus 
with  rhubarb,  are  preferred  to  others.  Likewife 
clyfters  frequently  thrown  in,  both  with  the  view 
of  relaxing  the  bowels,  and,  by  means  of  the  ah- 
forbents,  of  pouring  fluid  immediately  into  the 
vifcera,  are  greatly  commended  by  many.  Nor 
| is  it  improper  to  let  blood,  at  leafc  by  means  of 
leeches,  if  plethora,  pregnancy,  or  fuppreffion  of 
Vol.  V.  L 1 
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the  menftrual,  or  hemorrhoidal  difcharge,  have 
given  rife  to  the  complaint. 

154.  Among  the  vegetables  poffeffing  an  a- 
perient  property,  five  roots,  namely,  thofe  of 
parjley , afparagus,  fennel , petrofelinum , and  ruf 
cus , claim  the  firft  place.  In  warm  and  dry 
temperaments,  the  root  of  grafs,  fuccory,  fouth- 
ernwood,  lira  wherries,  forrel,  agrimony,  fumi- 
tory, and  'beccabunga,  are  to  be  preferred.  In 
lax  and  cold  conftitutions,  the  root  of  madder, 
fern,  and  turmeric  ; wormwood  ; fouthernwood  ; 
horehound  ; horfe-radifh  ; and  orange-peel,  feem 
to  be  preferable.  The  decoflions  and  juices  ex- 
prefled  from  thefe  in  the  fpring,  or  in  a concrete 
form  in  the  winter,  are  to  be  employed  ; to  which 
may  be  added  the  whey  of  cow’s  or  goat’s  milk. 
On  the  fame  account  the  be  ft  remedies  are  fapo- 
naceous  and  incifive  things,  as  gum-ammoniac, 
fagapenum,  and  opponax  ; Venice  foap ; the  ter- 
ra foliata  tartari ; the  liquor  terra  foliate v ; the 
lixivial  falts  ; the  neutral  falts  ; vitriolated  tartar ; 
the  lal  polychreft ; the  arcanum  duplicatum ; fal 
ammoniac,  and  its  flowers  ; tindture  of  antimo- 
ny ; kermes  mineral  * ; and  calomel.  Huxham 
affirms,  that  he  has  a thoufand  times  experienced 
the  efficacy  of  the  terra  foliata  in  removing  ob- 
ftrudtions  ; or  he  even  propofes  fubftituting  in 
place  of  it,  as  being  Rill  more  efficacious,  the  vola- 
tile fait  of  hartffiorn  faturated  with  the  acetous  a- 
cid  f . Boerhaave,  in  very  cold  conftitutions,  re- 
commends foap  made  of  the  pureft  alkali  and  di- 
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ftillcd  oil,  namely,  the  foap  of  Van  Helmont  J. 
Harvey  propofes  a fpoonful  of  the  tincture  of  the 
fait  of  tartar,  morning  and  evening  ||.  It  ads  as 
a deobftruent,  and  excites  a flow  of  urine.  This 
tindure  confifts  of  two  ounces  of  calcined  fait  of 
tartar  in  fpirits  of  wine,  not  rectified,  but  of  the 
beft  kind,  digefted  in  a fand-bath  until  the  co- 
lour becomes  yellow.  Let  it  then  be  decanted 
for  ufe.  The  juice  of  grapes  newly  expreffed  at- 
tenuates all  the  fluids,  and  opens  obftrudions,  as 
Van  Swieten  affirms  §.  Farr,  by  means  of  the 
internal  and  external  employment  of  cicuta,  dif- 
cuffed  obftrudions  of  the  liver  and  fpleen,  from 
which  both  cough  and  afeites,  and  anafarca  con- 
joined with  tertian  intermittent,  had  arifen  ^[. 
Lange  mentions  that  the  extrad  of  wormwood 
with  Venice  foap,  to  the  extent  of  half  a dram 
dally,  within  three  weeks  produced  remark- 
able benefit  in  the  cure  of  obftrudions  of  the 
liver  and  fpleen  **.  And  he  affirms  that,  in  the 
treatment  of  the  atrophia  of  infants  and  children, 
proceeding  from  obftrudion  of  the  lower  belly 
and  mefentery,  Glauber’s  falts,  taken  in  whey, 
and  continued  for  a length  of  time,  proves  ex- 
tremely efficacious  f f . Ledeleury  recommends 

the  decodion  of  fig-wort,  Venice  foap,  and  ipe- 
cacuanha in  fmall  doles  ; and,  towards  the  end 
of  the  difeafe,  he  employs  iinfeed-oil  with  good 
efifed  Xt- 

* Geoffrey  Mat.  Med.  T.  i.  p.  126.  f Obferv . de  aere 

et  morb.  epidem.  T.i.  p.  144.  f Chevu  T.  i.  p.  395, 
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||  De  art.  cur  and.  morb.  cxpeBat.  p.  25.  § § 605.  n.  vilx. 

AIed:  obfervat . and  inquiries , T.  iv.  **  Mi/cel.  verit.  fafc.  i. 

P-55*  ff  Ibid.  p.  79.  Jt  Comment.  Lipf.  de  reb. 

m fcient.  nat.  etmed.gejl.  vol.  viii.  P.  iii.  p.  423.  424. 

155.  After  the  timely  and  long  continued  em- 
ployment of  thefe  remedies,  we  muft  next  have 
recourfe  to  ftrengthening  remedies,  as  millefolium, 
Peruvian  bark,  iron,  and  preparations  of  it. 
Moreover,,  fomentations,  fridtions,  anointing  the 
patient  with  the  oil  of  capers,  that  of  chamomile, 
and  v/ormwood  ; ointments  and  plafters,  as  thofe 
of  arthanita,  of  hemlock,  of  frogs  with  mercury, 
the  faponatum  of  Barbetta  (adding  occafionally 
gum-ammoniac,  gum-galbanum,  and  gum-elemi), 
ought  not  to  be  negle&ed  externally.  In  the 
fummer-time  the  proper  remedies  are,  the  acidu- 
lous mineral  waters,  or  the  cathartic  bitter  ones, 
or  chalybeate  fp rings,  and  the  bath.  But  nothing 
is  more  efficacious  than  an  embrocation,  fir  A:  of 
milk,  or  an  emollient  decoclion,  or  next,  of  a mine- 
ral or  chalybeate  water.  This  remedy  is  employed 
fo  that  the  fluid  may  fall  by  drops  from  a height 
upon  the  part  a Hefted.  In  the  employment  of  it, 
however,  we  mull  guard  againft  its  falling  with  too 
much  force,  which,  either  by  creating  pain,  or  in- 
creafing  it  if  already  prefent,  might  prove  detrimen- 
tal to  the  patient.  When  the  fwellings  are  foft 
and  troublefome  from  their  weight,  the  uneafi- 
nefs  is  alleviated  by  means  of  bandages  brought 
round  the  abdomen  *.  Gorter  recommends  li- 
ving animals,  or  their  warm  vifeera,  to  be  con- 
ftantly  applied  to  the  cbftrudied  parts,  as  being 
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well  calculated,  by  the  natural  heat  they  a fiord, 
to  refolve  the  fluids  rendered  concrete  by  cold,  or 
any  other  fimilar  caufe 

* Portal.  1.  c.  f Be  fecret.  humor.  § 33. 

196.  In  the  regimen,  crude,  farinaceous,  tatty, 
flatulent  articles  of  diet,  and  fuch  as  readily  be- 
come putrid,  as  well  as  acid  and  four  things, 
ought  to  be  avoided.  The  drink  ought  to  be  the 
pureft  water,  or  that  in  which  vegetables  have 
been  boiled,  or  which  has  been  prepared  with 
fteel,  or  weak  white  wine  taken  moderately. 
Breathing  pure  air,  riding  on  horleback,  or  in  a 
carriage,  and  travelling,  are  fo  necefiary,  that  the 
cure  cannot  be  completed  without  them.  What 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  cure  of  fcirrhus  can- 
cer, abfcefs  f , atrophia  J,  and  dropfy  |j,  I have 
elfewhere  more  than  once  pointed  out. 

* Albertini,  merely  by  the  employment  of  the  ground  pine, 

« 

without  ufing  any  other  external  remedy,  or  any  excretion  fol- 
lowing, fucceeded  in  removing  a tumour,  which,  to  the  touch,  ap- 
peared to  be  fcirrhous.  Morgagni,  Epifl.anat.  vied,  xxxix.  35.  But 
this  remedy  muft  be  avoided  when  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
uterus  takes  place.  Id.  ibid.  Valfalva  checked  fcirrhous  tumours 
of  the  uterus  and  mammae,  by  employing  bleeding  twice  in  the 
fpring-time,  and  twice  in  the  autumn.  Id.  ib.  Lange  is  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  removal  of  tumours  of  the  glands,  and  recent  fcir- 
rhous tumours  of  the  mammae,  which  neither  mercury  nor  hemlock 
had  reduced,  by  means  of  petrofeiinum  bruiied  down  and  mixed 
with  the  patient’s  urine,  and  afterwards  applied  to  the  indurated 
part.  Mifcel.  verit.  fafc.  i.  p.  26. 

f Concerning  fcirrhus,  cancers,  and  abfcelfes,  fee  the  fhort 
Commentary  on  Inflammation,  Vol.  I.  par.  78.  *,  as  alio  concerning 
Fevers , par.  306.  to  309.  and  par.  333.  Vol.  III.  par.  387.  and 
389.  397.  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  par.  16.  &c. 
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J Concerning  atrophia,  fee  Vol.  IV.  part  I.  chap.  iii.  and  elfe- 
where. 

||  Concerning  dropfy,  fee  Vol.  III.  chap,  ii.j  and  of  this  Vol. 
part  I,  chap.  v.  part  II.  chap.  xi. 

Although  the  proper  place  for  difcuffmg  the  operation  of  para- 
centers  in  dropfy  of  the  abdomen  might  appear  to  be  the  fifth  chap- 
ter, where  the  author,  treating  particularly  of  dropfy  of  the  cheff, 
treats  in  a general  way  of  every  fpecies  of  dropfy  of  the  human 
body } on  account  of  other  occupations  with  which  I was  then 
engaged,  I had  not  time  left  for  confulting  his  notes  upon  the  fub* 
jedl.  Afterwards,  however,  I happened,  when  turning  over  fome 
papers  of  his  concerning  this  operation,  to  hit  upon  the  following 
obfervations,  which  I have  thought  ft  tG  add  here,  although  it 
perhaps  may  not  appear  to  be  altogether  the  proper  place,  and  al- 
though they  may  not  feem  to  be  either  nevT,  or  abfolutely  neceffary, 
rather  than  to  omit  them  altogether.  \Girm.  At/.].  His  own  words 
are  : u The  paracentefis  ought  to  be  performed  between  the  um- 
bilicus and  the  anterior  fpine  of  the  ileum.  In  this  part  there 
are  neither  nerves  nor  blood- veffels  of  any  confequence,  nor  does  the 
mufetthis  reftm  lie  in  the  way.  This  place,  therefore,  is  more  fe- 
cure  for  performing  the  operation.  The  w’ater  ought  to  be  intirely 
drawn  off  at  once,  that  the  admilTion  of  the  air  may  not  induce  pu- 
trefadlion,  cr  other  bad  fymptoms,  in  confequence  of  its  being 
drawn  off  at  different  times.  But,  that  the  intire  extradtion  of 
the  water  may  not  be  followed  by  fainting,  and  other  bad  con- 
fequences,  a belt  is  propofed,  the  defeription  and  ufe  of  which 
are  given  by  Dr  Alexander  Monro,  in  vol.  I.  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Phyjical  EJJays,  For,  by  means  of  this  bandage,  all  the 
abdominal  vifeera  are  compreffed  juft  as  when  the  water  was  pre- 
fent.  Hence  it  happens,  that  fainting  does  not  fucceed  the  opera- 
tion, as  w?ould  otherwife  take  place  in  confequence  of  too  great  a 
relaxation  of , the  vifeera,  and  their  being  too  inftantaneoufly  freed 
from  their  accuflomed  weight.  Garengeot  (vol.  i.  obferv.  p. 
298.),  before  performing  the  operation,  recommends  to  the  patient 
nfing  exercife,  with  the  view  that  the  thicker  parts  of  the  wTa- 
tery  fluid  contained  in  the  cavity  may  be  properly  mixed,  and  thus 
more  eafily  difeharged.  But  if,  after  the  operation,  it  be  a doubt- 
ful matter  whether  or  not  fuch  thick  particles  be  retained,  he  pro- 
pofes  the  injedling  of  barley-water  in  order  to  wTafn  them  out.” 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

CONCERNING  JAUNDICE  AND  BILIARY 

CALCULI. 

I 

157.  The  fhining  white  and  red  colour  of  the 
whole  {kin  may  be  changed  in  various  ways  ; lor 
it  either  becomes  preternaturally  yellow,  or  green, 
or  black,  or  pale,  or  tinged  with  various  hues. 
This  difeaie  is  named  by  the  Greeks  iElerus  % 
and  by  us  morbus  regius  ~j',  fometimes  morbus  ar - 
quatus  J,  fometimes  aurigo , fometimes  bills  fuffu- 
Jio . I tier  us  arifes  from  difeafes  of  the  liver,  and 
from  the  checked  or  diminifhed  excretion  of  bile  ; 
although,  for  the  moft  part,  it  does  not  always 
proceed  from  this  caufe  alone.  Frequently,  in 
icteric  bodies , no  morbid  condition  of  the  liver, 
no  taint  of  the  duBus  biliferi , and  no  biliary  cal- 
culi are  obfervable.  For  the  vitiated  mixture  of 

the  blood  or  ferum,  or  morbid  condition  of  the 

% 

lymph,  independent  of  any  vitiation  of  the  liver, 
or  bile,  not  unfrequently — as  appears  from  the 
moft  accurate  obfervations — occaiions  an  unnatu- 
ral colour  in  the  whole  {kin,  faliva,  and  other 
fluids,  fimilar  to  that  occafioned  by  the  bile  flow- 
ing back  into  the  blood,  and  being  diflufed  over 
the  whole  fyftem.  The  former  is  more  properly 
named  ifierus , and  the  latter  lefs  properly  |j.  The 
colour  of  the  blood,  therefore,  or  of  its  {erum  or 
lymph,  deviating  remarkably  from  its  natural 
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condition,  may  be  confidered  as  being  the  proxi- 
mate cauie  of  this  difeafe. 

* The  Iclidos  viverra  is  a fpecies  of  wild-weafel,  the  eyes  of 
which  are  of  a golden  colour.  The  ifferos,  a bird  of  the  fame  co- 
lour, on  feeing  which,  as  Pliny  mentions,  the  i&eric  patient  ufed  to 
be  cured,  but  the  bird  itfelf  died. 

f It  was  named  regius , becaufe,  according  to  Pliny,  thofe  who 
frequent  thje  courts  of  kings  are  moll  frequently  affedted  with  this 
complaint. 

X *drquatus,  on  account  of  its  refembling  the  colour  of  the 
rain-bow. 

|J  Wedel,  Paracelfus,  Lange,  Straufs,  Bonet,  Tbef.med.  vol,  ii. 
P-  855. 

158.  To  the  remote  caufes  belong,  abundance 
of  bile,  or  too  great  thinnefs  of  it,  in  confequence 
of  which  it  cannot  be  intirely  excreted,  but  fome 
part  flows  back  into  the  blood  * ; or  an  al- 
kaline acrimony  of  it,  on  account  of  which 
the  bile-duds  are  irritated  and  contracted  ; or 
feme  impediment  in  the  branches  of  the  hepatic 
duct,  or  in  its  trunk,  or  in  the  dudus  choledo- 
chus,  preventing  the  free  pafiage  of  the  fecre- 
ted  bile  into  the  duodenum.  This  is  occafion- 
ed,  either  by  fmali  clots  of  vifeid  bile,  or  by  bilia- 
fy  calculi  formed  in  the  liver  or  gall-bladder,  by 
which  the  paifages  of  the  dudius  hiliferi  are  ob- 
flrudled  ; or  by  vifeid  mucus  collected  in  the 
duodenum  ; Or  by  the  meconium  in  children,  by 
which  the  orifice  of  the  dudus  choledochus  is 
fhut  up  ; or  by  lumbrici  of  the  inteftincs  entering 
into  the  enlarged  choledochus  f ; or,  laftly,  by 
the  diminifhed  capacity  of  all  thefe  duds.  This 
hfi,  again,  is  diminifhed,  either  by  the  fpoata- 
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neous  and  gradual  contraction  of  the  duCts,  or 
by  rigidity  or  fpafm  of  them  ; or  by  external 
compreffion,  in  confequence  of  the  congeftion 
and  fwelling  of  neighbouring  parts.  Under  this 
head  come,  inflammation,  efpecially  of  the  under 
part  of  the  liver  ; obftruCtion ; feirrhus ; tu- 
bercles of  various  kinds ; hypochondriacal  and 
hyfterica!  fpafms  X ; acute  or  intermitting  fever  ; 
acrid  and  draftic  poifons,  as  Hoffman  and  others 
notice  ; colic  pains  ; diftention  or  inflation  of  the 
inteftines,  efpecially  of  the  duodenum  and  colon ; 

\ increafed  bulk  and  feirrhofity  of  the  pancreas  • 
indolence ; long-continued  flothfulnefs,  or  fre- 
quent ftooping,  to  which  certain  employments, 
and  the  purfuit  of  literature,  are  liable  ; emotions 
of  mind,  as  rage  ; fudden  terror  ; grief ; hard, 
thick,  vifeid  food  ; the  abufe  of  ardent  fpirits  ; 

L 

pregnancy  ; a blow  upon  the  right  hypochondre  ; 
retention  of  the  meconium  ; the  fudden  cooling 
of  the  body  in  fwimming  ; cachexy  ; fwellings 
and  obftruClions  of  the  fpleen  ; the  bite  of  the 
viper,  or  that  of  other  poilonous  animals  ||. 

'*  The  bile  being  agitated  and  attenuated  by  fever  is  re- 
abforbed  into  the  blood,  and  tinges  the  urine  and  eyes  nearly 
with  the  colour  of  jaundice  ; as  Van  Swieten  remarks,  § 587. 
Marckard,  in  a work  publilhed  at  Leipfic,  an.  1778.  entitled,  Me- 
dicinifche  V erfuche , was  of  opinion  that  icterus  does  not  arife  from  the 
regurgitation  cf  the  bile  of  the  liver,  unlefs  that  of  the  gall-blad- 
der alfo  flows  in.  But  his  opinion  is  refuted  by  Tode,  in  the  re- 
view of  that  work.  See  the  arguments  in  De  Kaen,  vol.  i.  Pnz - 
led.  in  injlit. pathcl.  p.  1 1 9.  in  additament. 

j G.  I.  Beuth  has  fhewn,  that  not  unfrequently  worms  pa& 
from  the  duodenum  into  the'gall -bladder,  and,  by  continuing  there, 


538 


OF  JAUNDICE  AND  BLLIARY  CALCULI. 


occafiqn  idterus.  He  himfelf  obferved  a very  thick  and  large  lum- 
bricus  fliut  up  in  the  gall-bladder.  See  the  Comment . med.  Lipf. 
vol.  xviii.  p.  713.  Lieutaud  alio  difcovered  a lumbricus  altogether 
obftrucring  the  duftus  choledochus.  H'i/1.  anat.  med.  vol.  i.  p.  21 1. 
Ludwig  alio  affirms,  that  he,  in  like  manner,  obferved  three  of  the 
lumbrici  teretes  in  the  fame  ^all-bladder. 

o 

X Coe  and  Haberden  deny  that  i&erus  arifes  from  fpafms  : but 
fucli  fpafms  are  demonllrated  by  instances  of  idterus  being  fuddenly 
accafioned  by  paffions  of  the  mind  ; according  to  the  obfervations 
of  Tode,  Cullen,  Monro,  and  Drummond. 

jj  Galen  ( De  I.  ejfed.  I.  & V.  c.  8.)  obferved  a greeniih  co- 
lour all  over  the  body  take  place  from  the  bite  of  a viper  in  one  of 
the  Emperor’s  Haves.  It  appears  alfo,  that  fometimes  the  body 
becomes  yellow  from  the  bite  of  various  kinds  of  ferpents.  Lanzo- 
ni  obferved  an  ifterus  occaiioned  by  the  bite  of  a cat,  which  laded 
forty  days,  Ephtm.  N.  C.  &c. 

159.  I£terus  is  divided  into  primary  and  fccon - 
dary  ; into  legitimate,  and  illegitimate ; into  critical 
and  fymptomatic  ; into  yellow  and  black  ; into  pe- 
riodical and  not  periodical ; into  Jhort  and  tran- 
Jient ; and  into  continued  and  objlinaie.  The  periodi- 
cal, or  rather  the  recurrent,  fpecies  is  generally  flip- 
pofed  to  be  occafioned  by  biliary  calculi.  Thefe 
are  frequently  found,  especially  in  the  gall-blad- 
der ; and  they  are  fmall  (tones  of  various  fize, 
figure,  colour,  and  compofition.  They  are  found 
very  minute,  granulous,  fmall,  larger,  or  of 
very  great  fize  ; angular,  rough,  cubical,  fquare, 
quadrangular,  with  many  angles,  conical,  fphe- 
rica!,  oval,  cylindrical  ; fometimes  feparate, 
fometimes  collected  into  fmall  maffes ; yellow, 
of  a brown  or  faflron  colour,  pale,  whitifh,  afh- 
coloured,  of  a whitiflvbrown,  of  a golden  yel- 
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low,  blackifh,  or  intirely  black,  bluifh,  red,  and 
filver-coloured  ; golden,  greenifh,  variegated, 
pellucid  like  cryftal,  or  refembling  a fpecies  of 
chryfolith  ; or  like  gum-arabic  ; compofcd  of  va- 
rious layers,  or  lamellae,  or  radiated  Arise  ; in 
number  fometimes  two  hundred,  three  hundred, 
feven  hundred,  a thoufand,  and,  if  Fafch  is  to  be 
credited,  two  thoufand,  and  three  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  forty-fix  ; fometimes  fewer  in  num- 
ber, of  the  fize  of  an  olive,  hazel-nut,  common 
nut,  or  pigeon’s  egg  ; fometimes  Angle,  and  fill- 
» ing  the  whole  gall-bladder ; hard,  foft,  and  fri- 
able ; generally  floating  in  water ; blazing  on 
applying  fire,  as  the  yellow  ones  ; or  decrepita- 
ting, as  mo  ft  of  the  black  or  calcareous  ones ; or 
melting,  and  fo  forth  ¥. 

* See  Morgagni,  Epi/l . anat.  m?d.  xxxvii.  Sabatier,  Ttntam.  mccl, 
de  variis  calcuJor.  biliar,  fpecieb . &c.  and  Boucher,  Gbfervaticns  fur  les 
pierres  bilialres , &c.  A cafe  of  i&erus  proceeding  from  biliary  cal- 
culi may  be  found  in  the  id  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Phgfcal 
Efays. 

% 

THE  DIAGNOSIS. 

160.  Icterus  is  recognifed  chiefly  by  the  va- 
rious colour  ol  the  fkin,  eyes,  and  urine.  In 
the  yellow  or,  bilious  icterus,  the  Ikin  becomes 
yellow,  efpeciafly  about  the  temples,  ears,  and 
cheft.  The  white  of  the  eye  appears  dark  co- 
loured and  fufFufed  with  bile.  The  urine  is  tur- 
bid, faftron-coloured,  and  tinges  a rag  dipt  into  it 
with  the  fame  colour,  which  other  urine  does  not 
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do ; nay,  not  unfrequently  the  difeafe  itfelt  is 
preceded  by  deep-red  urine  before  any  yellownefs 
appearing  elfewhere.  The  fputum , faliva,  and 
Ivveat,  as  Borelli  has  noticed  fometimes  be- 

m 

come  yellow  ; a bitter  taile  is  felt  in  the  mouth, 
and  there  is  generally  prefent  troublefome  third:. 
Nor  are  there  wanting  inftances  of  perions  to 
whom  all  objects  appear  tinged  with  a yellow 
colour,  which  is  to  be  derived  from  the  eye,  cor- 
nea, and  aqueous  humour  being  completely  infect- 
ed f.  For  fuch  is  the  difmfion  of  bile  over  the 
whole  body,  that  the  veflfels,  mufcles,  vifcera, 
bones  :|:,  and  fat,  are  found  of  a yellow  colour  ||. 
To  thefe  lyrnptoms  are  added,  heavinefs  of  the 
body  ; a pain  fometimes  about  the  ftomach  ; lofs 
of  appetite  ; naufea  ; fometimes  vomiting,  and  a- 
grypnia ; itching  all  over  the  body,  or  in  parti- 
cular parts  of  it ; generally  coftivenefs,  and  the 
voiding  of  alb-coloured  or  whitifh  faeces,  which 
happens  chiefly  when  the  whole  bile  is  forced  to 
flow  back  into  tire  blood.  For,  if  the  pafiage  of 
the  ductus  choledochus  be  not  intirely  obftrud- 

ed,  or  if  the  caufe  of  the  iderus  be  in  the  cyftic 

« 

dud,  in  that  cafe  the  feces  may  be  tinged  §. 
Sometimes  at  the  beginning  of  the  complaint 
fever  fucceeds  to  the  iderus,  and  feems  to  be  ex- 
cited by  the  hidden  palling  of  the  bile  into  the 
blood,  but  fuch  a fever  is  frequently  of  (hort  con- 
tinuance, quickly  di flippearing.  .Sometimes  it  only 
fupervenes  upon  an  iderus  of  long  Handing,  and 
proves  tedious.  Sometimes  it  precedes  the  iderus, 
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as  in  acute  difeafes ; at  times  it  is  accompanied 
by  it  at  every  acceffion,  as  irequently  happens  in 
• tertian  intermittents.  But  when  the  difeafe  is  pro- 
tracted long,  the  whole  body  either  becomes  of  apa- 
lifh  green  ^i,  or  in  courfe  of  time  the  yellownefs  in- 
creafes  daily ; it  induces  a black  colour,  and  then 
the  urine  itfelf  is  tinged  with  a brown  or  black 
hue.  Sometimes,  however,  fuch  a black  colour 
does  not  proceed  from  the  duration  of  the  yellow 
and  bilious  icterus,  or  from  its  greater  intenfity, 
but  from  fwelling  of  the  fpleen,  and  black  bile 
, infedting  the  whole  blood,  and  changing  the  na- 
tural colour  of  the  body  ; which  is  eafily  afcer- 
tained  by  applying  the  hand,  and  by  ether  fymp- 
toms  of  the  atrabiliary  complaint. 

* Centur . i.  obf.  68. 

f Not  only  Varro,  Lucretius,  Sextus  Empiricus,  Cafiius,  Ga- 
len, but  likewife  Mercurialis,  Hoffman,  Sydenham,  Boerhaave, 
Van  Swieten,  and  latterly  Durazzini,  have  illuftrated  the  fad  by 
their  obfervations. 

% Van  Swieten,  § 950.  has  obferved  the  bones,  and  even  the 
cartilages,  tinged  with  a yellow  colour.  Likewife  Beuth.  1.  c.  and 
Stoll,  Rat.  med . Par.  iii.  fed.  v.  obf.  7. 

|]  See  the  Ephemeris , Dec.  1.  an.  iv.  obf.  194.  Morgagni, 
Epijl.  anat.  med.  xxxvii.  and  Storck,  Anat.  med.  i.  p.  150. 

§ De  Haen,  Rat.  med.  P.  iv.  chap.  iii.  p.  120.  lie  however 
obferves  (vol.  i.  P rale 8.  traft.  de  ifiero ),  that  fometimes  the  faeces 
ate  white,  without  iderus  being  prefent.  But  1 am  of  opinion, 
that  the  fecretion  of  bile  does  not  then  go  on.  Some  obfervations 
of  Stoll,  however  (p.  355-)?  ftiew  that  the  duds  carrying  the  bile' 
to  the  inteftines  have  frequently  been  found  open  in  ideric  patients, 
but  the  difeafe  was  for  the  mod;  part  conjoined  with  great  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs  and  pleura.  Was  the  iderus,  then,  occafioned 
by  fpafm,  or  by  ulcerating  bile  ? 
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In  the  Ephem.  N.  C.  obf.  41.  p.  61.  we  read,  that  Lanzoni  fa vf 
an  ifteric  patient  of  forty  years  of  age,  whofe  face  was  all  over 
green  to  the  throat ; while  the  right  fide  of  the  body  was  black  and 
the  left  yellow,  fo  that  three  diftinft  colours  weie  obferved.  It  is 
furprifing  that  the  parts  which  before  were  green  gradually  became 
yellow,  and  that  thofe  which  wrere  black,  next  becoming  yellow, 
again  gradually  become  black,  until  after  the  twentieth  day  the 
fkin  was  covered  all  over  with  a yellow  colour.  In  the  fame  work, 
cent.  iii.  obferv.  64.  p.  145.  Behrens  relates  the  hiftory  of  an  i£le- 
rus  attacking  half  the  body,  in  a man  of  leventy  years  of  age,  who, 
in  confequence  of  a fit  of  anger,  wras  attacked  with  apoplexy,  and 
afterwards  with  an  hemiplegia  of  the  right  fide,  which  fide  was  at 
the  fame  time  afie&ed  writh  idlerus,  fo  exactly  dividing  the  body, 
that  the  right  fide  of  the  nofe  was  marked  with  the  i6!eric  colour, 
while  the  left  was  not  at  all.  See  Ettmuller,  Colled,  oper.  prad. 
vol.  ii.  p.  844*  Likewdfe  Dupui,  in  his  Inaugural  Difiertation  l)e 
homlne  dextro  et  Jhtifiro9  has  a fimilar  obfervation,  which,  however, 
he  does  not  think  is  to  be  found  in  any  ether  author.  But,  inde- 
pendent of  thefe  already  quoted,  the  fame  obfervation  was  made  by 
Valfalva  } and  Morgagni,  in  his  37th  epifiie,  already  repeatedly 
quoted,  explains  the  phenomenon. 

1 

1 6 1.  We  learn  that  the  complaint  arifes  from 
a vitiated  mixture  cf  the  blood,  and  from  morbid 
ftates  of  the  ierum  and  lymph,  if  there  be  no 
fenfe  of  pain  or  uneafmefs  at  the  region  of  the 
liver  ; if  a bad  habit  of  body  have  preceded  ; if 
the  urine  do  not  fhew  the  i£leric  fymptom  ; if 
the  faeces  be  not  white,  and  come  eafily  off ; if 
a viper,  or  other  poifonous  animal,  have  bit  the 
patient,  or  if  poifon  have  been  fwallowed. 

162.  Nor,  as  is  generally,  though  improperly 
fuppofed,  muft  we  conclude,  that  an  obftinate  ic- 
terus, and  which  is  apt  to  return,  always  arifes 
from  calculi  in  the  gall-bladder  (159*)*  For  it 
has  very  frequently  happened,  that  calculi  have 
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been  found  in  the  gall-bladder,  without  being 
preceded  by  any  fymptoms  of  icterus.  The  fame 
thing  is  teftified  by  Loelius  a Fonte,  Pechlin,  Ett- 
muller,  Vallifaer,  Flaller,  and  many  others  men- 
tioned by  Morgagni  who  likewiie  had  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  eighteen  perfons,  befides  four 
others  defcribed  by  Valfalva,  who  had  had  (tones 
in  the  gall-bladder,  notwithftanding  which  none 
of  them  had  been  affeCted  with  jaundice.  More- 
over, the  fame  learned  author  has  (hewn,  that,  in 
thefe  perfons,  who,  from  having  calculi  in  the 
gall-bladder,  were  liable  to  jaundice,  befides 
thefe  calculi,  likewife  other  morbid  conditions  of 
the  liver  were  found.  By  attending  to  which 
eircumftances,  and  to  thofe  afterwards  to  he  no- 
ticed, it  will  appear  evident  that  thefe  calculi  af- 
ford no  certain  pathognomonic  fymptoms,  what- 
ever others  contend,  and  that  their  prefence  can 
only  be  conjectured.  For  the  heavinefs,  pain 
ftretching  to  the  enfiform  cartilage,  the  obit  in  ate 
and  periodical  iCterus,  and  other  fimilar  fymp- 
toms, are  in  common  to  other  affeCtions,  and  the 
effects  of  other  caufes.  The  evacuation  of  the 
calculi,  by  the  inteftines  or  mouth,  therefore,  is 
the  only  unequivocal  fymptom  of  their  prefence. 
Hence  Morgagni  propofes  diffblving  the  feces, 
and  palling  them  through  a fieve,  in  order  to  de- 
tect the  prefence  of  fuch  calculi  j\  We  mull 
guard,  however,  againfl:  confounding  fuch  cal- 
culi with  thofe  which  may  happen  to  be  contain- 
ed in  the  inteftines  4.  I myfelf  have  frequently 
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obferved  calculi,  which  were  truly  biliary,  thrown 
off  by  vomiting. 

* Epift.  xxxvii.  n.  31.  See  alfo  Scardona,  1.  3.  c.  x.  $ 10.' 
Felici  Del prcfaglo  medico , p.  185.  and  Haller  Opnfc,  patbol.  obf.  33. 

f L.  c.  n.  44. 

% Concerning  calculi  in  the  inteflines,  and  in  various  other 
parts  of  the  body,  the  ftudent  may  confult  Scardona,  1.  c.  c.  xi.  $ 1. 
Manetti,  in  the  notes  upon  Sauvages’s  Diflertations,  p.  74.  and  the 
Gazzeita  medtea  cVGllremonti , n.  xlix.  an.  1763,  &c. 

163.  Biliary  calculi,  therefore,  can  occafiori 
iderus  only  when,  in  confequence  of  their  point- 
ed figure,  or  weight,  they  injure  and  ftretch  the 
gall-bladder  * ; or  when  they  are  compreffed  by 
external  force,  or  driven  into  the  cyftic  dud:  by 
the  bile  of  the  gall-bladder,  or  by  the  pofition  of 
the  body,  and  compredion,  inducing  fuch  irrita- 
tion, that  even  the  dud  us  choledochus  becomes 
fpafmodically  affeded,  and  prevents  the  excretion 
of  the  bile  ; or,  laftly,  when  entering  the  dudus 
choledochus,  they  remain  fall  there,  and  com- 
pletely obftrud  it.  In  both  cafes,  either  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  gall-bladder  being  irritated,  or  in 
confequence  of  its  being  too  much  diftended  by 
the  abundance  of > bile,  a dreadful  pain  is  excited 
in  the  right  hypochondre,  and  precedes  the  ide- 
rus,  or  occafionally  returns,  cauling  the  iderus 
likewife  to  return,  or  aggravating  it,  and  making 
the  colour  deeper.  It  is  then  very  properly  na- 
med colic  a idler  ic  a , or  hepatic  a.  It  does  not  always 
arife  from  calculi  ; as  it  may  fometimes  be  occa- 
fioned  by  clots  of  bile,  or  any  other  caufe  ob- 
ftruding  the  dudus  choledochus  \ or  by  the  bile 
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of  the  gall-bladder  itfelf  being  too  thick3  and  ha- 
ving become  acrid  from  ftagnation. 

^ Calculi  fometimes  occafion  haemorrhages.  An  inftance  of  a 
branch  of  the  vena  porta  being  built  by  them,  will  be  found  in  the 
Paris  Medical  "Journal  for  July  1*782. 

1 

164.  The  idteric  colic  generally  attacks  adults* 
and  people  advanced  in  life,  feldom  young 
people  ; but  efpeciaily  fuch  as  are  of  a bilious, 
or  melancholic  temperament,  and  who  lead  an 
indolent  and  luxurious  life,  or  labour  under  great 
mental  anxiety.  It  firft  betrays  itfelf  by  an 
uneafy  tenfion  and  weight  in  the  hypochondres, 
efpeciaily  fome  time  after  taking  food.  It  next 
occafions  a fenfe  of  pain,  fometimes  obtufe,  fome- 
times  acute,  about  the  region  of  the  flomach,  or 
fcrobiculus  cordis , like  a cardialgia,  with  conftant 
anxiety  at  the  feat  of  the  liver,  and  an  inexpref- 
fible  internal  uneafinefs.  But,  in  a fhort  time, 
either  of  its  own  accord,  or  in  confequence  of  fome 
carminative  being  employed,  it  ceafes,  as  if  it  de- 
pended upon  flatus,  or  fome  error  in  diet.  Next 
day,  however,  the  white  of  the  eye,  when  atten- 
tively examined,  and  efpeciallyat  theinner  angle,  is 
generally  {lightly  yellow,  and  the  urine  appears 
more  faturated  than  ufual,  and  alrnoft  red  ; or  fre- 
quently yellowifh,  orgreenifliftools  are  pa  fled ; and, 
when  this  happens,  the  colour  of  which  I have 
now  fpoken  does  not  always  (hew  itfelf  in  the 
eyes  and  urine.  The  complaint  occafionally  re- 
turns, fometimes  for  fome  months,  and  goes  off 
Vol.  V.  . M m 
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in  the  fame  manner,  without  occafioning  alarm 
either  to  the  patient  or  the  phyfician,  as  there  is 
always  fome  manifeft  caufe,  to  which  it  may  be 
eafily  referred,  until  at  length  it  attacks  the  pa- 
tient with  greater  violence,  and  diftreffes  him 
longer,  evidently  terminating  in  idterus.  But,  as 
it  frequently  difappears  in  a few  days,  it  is  on 
that  account  generally  confidered  as  being  critical , 
or  fympathetic , and  occafioned  by  a painful  con- 
traction of  the  duodenum. 

165.  But  the  pra&itioner  is  not  fuffered  to  re- 
main long  under  this  fallacy  ; for,  when  the 
idferus  has  fcarcely  been  difcuffed,  or  when  it  is 
drawing  to  a conclufion,  in  confequence  of  any 
flight  caufe,  the  pain  arrives  at  fuch  a height,  and 
is  attended  with  fuch  a fenfe  of  rending  and  tenfion 
about  the  liver,  ftomach,  and  fcrobiculus  cordis,  in- 
ceffant  anxiety,  and  fuch  excruciating  pain  and 
fwelling  of  the  parts  affe&ed,  that  they  cannot 
endure  the  fiighteft  touch  of  the  hand  ; with 
great  ftraitening  of  the  chef! ; with  naufea  and 
vomiting,  or  an  inclination  to  vomit.  Some- 
times the  pain  ftretches  to  the  loins  and  back  ; 
fometimes  to  the  umbilicus  and  enfiform  carti- 
lage* ; for  the  duodenum  reaches  to  the  former, 
and  the  ligaments  of  the  liver  to  the  latter;  fome- 
times it  excites  an  acute  fever,  with  a quick  and 
hard  pulfe,  and  diftreffes  the  patients  with  fuch 
excruciating  pain,  that  they  can  neither  ftretch 
their  limbs,  nor  recline  in  any  other  way,  but  by 
bending  forward  upon  their  belly.  Thefe  fymp- 
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toms  continue  fometimes  longer,  fometimes 
fhorter  ; and,  as  they  frequently  at  firft  come  on 
fuddenly,  fo  they  fometimes  depart  on  a fudden, 
and  in  a moment’s  time,  without  any  gradual  a- 
batement.  More  frequently,  however,  they  go 
off  (lowly  and  gradually,  always  leaving  behind 
an  idleric  colour  of  the  whole  body,  or,  at  lead, 
of  the  face  and  cheft,  together  with  bound  belly, 
and  fcanty  and  faffron-coloured  urine.  They  go 
off  in  a moment’s  time,  when  the  gall-bladder  is 
emptied,  as  it  were,  by  a fingle  evacuation.  This 
happens  when  it  pours  out  the  bile  with  great 
violence  againft  the  obftacle  oppofed  to  it,  forcing 
them  both  into  the  duodenum  ; or  when,  while 

the  obftacle  (till  remains,  it  forces  it  back  into  the 

/ 

hepatic  duel  and  its  branches,  transfufmg  it  into 
the  paflages  of  the  blood.  This  it  effects  either 
by  its  own  power,  or  affifted  by  the  contraction 
of  the  abdominal  mufcles  and  diaphragm.  If 
this  take  place,  not  at  one  effort,  but  after  repeat- 
ed convullions,  the  complaint  likewife  departs 
(lowly  and  gradually.  The  fasces  are  generally 
hard  and  afh- coloured,  or  they  have  frequently- 
appeared  fo  for  two  or  three  days  immediately 
preceding  the  paroxyfm  ; which  is  a manifeft 
proof  of  the  bile  having  begun  not  to  pafs  into 
the  inteftines.  Sometimes,  however,  the  fseces, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  anti  when 
: the  paroxyfm.  is  flight,  as  foon  as  the  latter  difap- 

| pears,  are  paffed  yellow  and  bilious ; which, 
I M xn  % 
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moreover,  indicates  that  the  bile,  having  at  length 
overcome  the  obftrufting  caufe,  has  palled  into  the 
inteftines.  Thefe  impediments  are  overcome  ei- 
ther in  confequence  of  the  dilatation  of  the  paflages, 
or  of  the  obftruddng  caufe  being  forced  onwards, 
whether  it  be  coagulated  bile,  or  a calculus ; and 
it  is  afterwards  detected  in  the  faeces,  when  dif-  j 
iolved  in  water,  and  paffed  through  a fieve. 

* Hoffman  f Medic.  Sj/lem.  Ration.)  obferves,  that  when  thefe  cal- 
culi  are  prefent,  there  is  a fenfe  of  weight  at  the  enfijorm  cartilage. 

1 66.  Each  acceffion  continues  one  or  two,  or 
at  moll  three  days,  which  is  the  longeft  interval. 

For  in  this  time  the  pain,  oppreffion,  and  anxiety 
of  the  epigaftrium  and  hypochondre,  intirely 
ceafe,  and  the  patient  feems  to  have  recovered  his 
former  health,  in  proportion  as  the  fkin  and  urine 
become  manifeftly  more  clear.  Such  intervals, 
however,  and  the  hope  they  afford,  are  fucceeu- 
ed  fometimes  every  week,  foinetimes  every 
month,  fooner  or  later,  as  it  may  happen,  by  the 
fymptoms  already  mentioned,  juft  in  the  fame 
order  ; and  after  frequent  and  excruciating  pains, 
the  icteric  colour  of  the  fkin  becomes  conftant ; 
fometimes,  however,  having  aggravations,  but  of  a 
milder  kind,  probably  becaufe  the  paflages,  being 
gradually  rendered  more  open,  are  more  favour- 
able to  the  abforption  of  bile.  The  yellow  co- 
lour of  the  bile  is  then  gradually  diffufed  over 
the  whole  body ; the  mouth  becomes  bitter,  and 
naufea  takes  place  ; the  appetite  is  not  only  loft, 
but  a loathing  of  food  fupervenes ; an  intolerable  J 
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itching  affe&s  the  fkin  ; the  yellow  colour  be- 
coming darker,  approaches  to  black  ; the  body 
becomes  emaciated  ; the  feet  fwell  \ and  by  de- 
grees afcites  abdominalis  follows. 

167.  Such  is  the  more  common  progrefs  of 
the  complaint,  which,  if  timely  alnftance  be  not 
given,  is  followed  by  a flow  but  certain  death. 
Sometimes,  however,  it  happens,  that  the  gall- 
bladder, which  frequently  is  found  to  be  turgid, 
and  diftended,  and  protuberates  below  the  mar- 
gin of  the  liver,  during  feme  violent  effort,  burfts, 

and,  pouring  the  bile  into  the  abdominal  cavity, 

* 

fuddenly  creates  a fatal  tympanites.  Sometimes, 
likewife,  the  pain  is  fo  acute,  and  the  fever  fo  vio- 
lent, that  the  liver  becomes  affedted  with  inflam- 
mation, which  either  terminates  in  gangrene,  or  a 

t 

fpeedy  death,  or  in  fuppuration  and  abfeefs,  or 
tabes 

* The  author  has  given  a very  complete  hiftory  of  the  icteric 
colic,  and  method  of  cure  to  be  employed  in  it,  in  the  work  en- 
titled, Trattato  delle  acque  dt  S.  Chriftoforo , &c.  from  p.  82.  to  p.  118. 

168.  From  all  this  we  infer,  that  the  feat  of 
the  idteric  colic  is  to  be  confidered  as  being  the 
gall-bladder,  and  annexed  bile-dudts,  and  that 
its  proximate  caufe  can  be  nothing  elfe  than 
violent  irritation , or  d'ljlcnfion , of  the  gall-bladder, 
whereof  the  one  is  occafioned  either  by  denfity 
of  the  cyftic  bile,  conjoined  with  acrimony,  or  by 
calculi  in  the  gall-bladder,  or  even  by  lumbrici 
entering  through  the  choledochus  into  the  gall- 
bladder, fuch  as  Beuth  has  obferved  * 5 while  the 
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other  proceeds  from  the  bile  itfelf  being  prevent- 
ed from  palling  out  of  its  bladder,  in  confe-  I 
queries  of  feme  impediment  either  partially  or 
intirely  obtruding  its  paffage,  and  preventing  it 
from  difeharging  itfelf  through  the  common  dud 
into  the  duodenum.  In  which  refped  it  feems 
to  differ  from  fimple  iderus,  unaccompanied  with 
pain  ; for  in  it  the  hepatic  bile  is  principally 
faulty,  as  it  pafles  freely  neither  to  the  gall- 
bladder, nor  to  the  inteftines  ; while  in  the  other 
the  cyftic  bile  in  particular  is  either  morbidly 
denfe  and  acrid,  or  abounds  with  calculi  ; or  be- 
ing prevented  from  palling  the  choledochus,  it 
flows  back  into  the  gall-bladder,  and,  being  col- 
lided there,  occafions  the  difeafe  f.  In  how 
many  ways  this  may  happen,  and  in  what  man- 
ner fo  diftrelling  a complaint  may  be  excited,  I 
have  already  pointed  out ; and,  indeed,  it  will 
readily  be  underilcod  by  any  one  who  rightly 
confiders  the  fubjed. 

* L,  c,  f See  par.  143. 

THE  PROGNOSIS. 

r i 

169.  The  yellow  ifterus  is  lefs  dangerous  than 
the  black . The  critical  fpecies  is  fafeft  of  all, 
efpecially  that  which  fupervenes  in  fevers  upon 
the  feventh,  ninth,  eleventh,  or  fourteenth  day,  1 
if  the  fymptoms  abate,  as  Baglivi  remarks  * ; and 
if  the  right  hypochondre  be  not  hard  f,  or  be- 
come fo  p,  as  Hippocrates  has  obferved.  The 
epidemic  complaint,  and  that  which  takes  place  in 
new-born  infants,  is  eafily  difeufled.  This  is  not 
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the  cafe,  if  it  arife  from  inflammation,  fcirrhus, 
or  calculi  of  the  liver.  It  is  more  eafily  cured  in 
young,  robuft  people,  than  in  thofe  advanced  in 
life,  of  a weakly  and  hedlic  habit.  It  is  fre- 
quently refolved  by  a copious  difcharge  of  thick, 
turbid  urine  ; by  fweat ; by  diarrhoea  ; and  by 
the  hemorrhoidal  difcharge.  Moreover,  the 
fymptomatic  complaint  generally  portends  death  ; 
but  we  muft  except  that  fpecies  which  is  occa- 
fioned  by  intermitting  fever ; for,  when  the  fever 
is  removed  by  means  of  the  bark,  it  alfo  difappears. 
Nor  is  there  much  reafon  to  apprehend  danger 
from  that  which  is  occafioned  by  hyfteria  or  hypo- 
chondriafis,  or  merely  by  pregnancy;  for,  upon  the 
fpafms  being  allayed,  or  after  delivery,  it  quickly 
ceafes.  That  which  fucceeds  to  induration  of  the 
fpleen , and  is  blacky  is  not  free  from  danger.  More- 
over, it  is  generally  fatal,  if  fingultus,  coma,  or 
the  vomiting  of  black  bile,  or  blood,  fupervene. 
Likewife  that  which  is  of  long  funding , on  ac- 
count of  the  danger  cf  emaciation,  hedlic  fever, 
or  dropfy  being  induced,  is  not  void  of  danger. 
It  is  likewife  not  unfrequently  fucceeded  by  fe- 
vere  pains  in  the  abdomen,  and  by  a copious  dif- 
charge of  blood  by  the  mouth  and  by  (tool,  cau- 
fing  fainting  and  death.  It  is  probable,  that  then 
a cancerous  acrid  ichor  has  eroded  the  veffels  |j. 
For  when  the  bile  remains  long  in  the  blood,  it 
induces  a putrid  and  alkalefcent  diflfolution. 
Valfalva  cbferved  an  idterus  occafioned  by  great 
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agitation  of  mind,  accompanied  with  delirium, 
deep  deep,  fever,  and  convulfions,  prove  fatal 
upon  the  fourth  day  §.  The  fame  author  men- 
tions that  another  perfon  who  had  been  attacked  with 
jaundice  the  day  after  having  been  expofed  to  hid- 
den and  violent  terror,  being  fhortly  after  feized 
with  delirium  and  convulfions,  died  within  twenty- 
four  hours  If,  The  i&eric  colic,  although  long 
continued  and  obflinate,  if  it  be  properly  treated, 
and  if  we  have  not  to  contend  with  any  taint  of  the 
vifcera,  or  if  the  patient  be  not  advanced  in  life, 
not  unfrequently  yields  to  remedies.  Hippocra- 
tes obferves  **  : u When  a fever  fupervenes  in 
patients  whofe  liver  is  affedted  with  great  pain, 
it  removes  the  pain.55  This  is  frequently  true  in 
the  iflcric  colic ; for  the  fever  generally  depends 
upon  the  evacuation  of  the  gall-bladder,  and  upon 
the  return  of  the  bile  into  the  blood.  I do  not 
deny,  however,  that  fometimes  apoplexy  has  been 
iuddenly  occafioned  by  the  yellow  jaundice,  or 
by  calculi  of  the  gall-bladder.  The  hemorrha- 
ges, which  frequently  iupervene  upon  idterus, 
are  allayed,  as  Huxham  obferves  f f , by  a decoc- 
tion of  hemp-feed  in  milk,  by  an  emulfion  of 
the  feeds  of  white  poppy  and  fweet  almonds,  af- 
ter a flight  bleeding,  if  a degree  of  fever  require 
it,  and  the  pulfe  bear  it,  and  after  the  belly  ha- 
ving been  previoufly  gently  purged. 

* De  crifi , et  diebus  criticis , £sV.  f Aphor.  64.  fe&.  vi, 

t Aphor.  42.  fe£t.  ead.  ||  Van  Swieten,  § 946.  § Mor- 

gagn.  epift.  37.  n.  2.  Id.  ibid.  **  Aphor.  52.  fe£t.  vii, 

ff  .Of  acre , d mortis  ejbidm . T.  i.  p.  412. 


OF  JAUNDICE  AND  BILIARY  CALCULI. 


553 


THE  CURE . 

1 70.  In  plethoric  perfons,  or  fucli  as  labour 
under  the  fuppreffion  of  any  evacuation  ; in  he- 
patitis ^ or  when  it  is  apprehended  ; and  in  preg- 
nancy ; the  cure  ought  to  be  begun  with  bleed  1 g 
When  the  bile  is  too  abundant,  thin,  or  acrid,  it 
ought  to  be  corrected  and  evacuated  by  acidulous 
diluents,  and  cooling  cathartics  ; by  whey;  by  the 
juice  of  lemons,  forrel,  endive,  and  fuccory  ; by 
cream  of  tartar ; and  by  tamarinds  diluted  with  a 
large  quantity  of  water.  If  vifeidity,  fluggilh- 
nefs,  and  denlity  of  the  bile,  be  in  fault,  if  the 
liver  be  obftruCted,  all  the  aperients  already  men- 
tioned in  Chap.  XII.  are  mod  fuitable,  and  espe- 
cially the  neutral  falts,  and  like  wife  Venice  foap, 
infpifiated  bullock’s  gall,  and  laxatives;  as  rhu- 
barb, and  loluble,  or  vitriolated  tartar,  or  Epfom 
ialt.  Sea-water,  and  St  Chriftopher’s  water,  or 
water  any  how  impregnated  with  fait,  are  defer- 
vedly  clafted  among  the  beft  remedies.  Children 
and  infants,  efpecially  if  the  difeafe  proceed  from 
the  meconium,  derive  advantage  from  the  fyrup 
of  fuccory,  with  rhubarb,  and  from  a deco&ion  of 
the  root  of  grafs.  Spafms,  if  the  difeafe  proceed 
from  them,  are  beft  alleviated  by  means  of  oily 
things  ; by  emollients  ; by  opium  ; and  by  anti- 
hyfterical  remedies.  The  iCterus  which  is  occa- 
sioned by  poifons,  poifonous  bites,  fevers  *,  and 
other  difeafes,  requires  the  fame  method  of  cure 
as  the  primary  difeafes. 
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* Scardona  was  very  fuccefsful  in  curing  an  icterus,  which  fupef- 
vened  upon  long  continued  and  irregular  tertian  and  quartan  fevers, 
by  employing  the  following  electuary  : Rec.  chin.  chin./,  p.  unc.yfal. 
cibfynth.  fal.  ammon.  arcan.  duplic.  extraff.  rhabarb.  ana  drach.  ij.  M.  et 
c.  s.  q.fyrup.  de  cichor.  cum  rheo  f.  elcffuar.  cap.  mane  ad  drach.  ij.  Su- 
perbibend. dec  off.  thetform.  fummit.  abfytotbii , fol.  verben.  chamadr.  agri- 
tnon.  It  is  likewife  calculated  for  removing  obftinate  tertians  and 
quartans.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  5.  § 31. 

1 71.  In  the  idteric  colic,  the  firft  and  chief 
part  of  the  cure  is,  to  endeavour,  when  the  pain 
is  moft  urgent,  to  allay  the  fpafm , to  free  the  bi- 
liary paffages,  and  to  make  whatever  adheres  in 
them  pafs  through  the  du&us  choledochus  to  the 
inteftines.  In  the  fecond  place,  after  the  pain 
lias  ceafed,  we  muft  endeavour  to  guard  againft 
its  return  ; which  is  to  be  effected  by  thofe  re- 
medies which  either  .diffolve  *,  or  expel,  or  pre- 
vent concretions  and  calculi.  But  each  of  thefe 

V ft 

parts  of  cure  muft  be  accurately  diftinguifhed  ; 
nor  muft  the  different  ftages  be  confounded. 
Nearly  the  fame  method,  in  fhort,  ought  to  be 
cbferved  in  this  difeafe,  as  in  the  treatment  of  u- 
rinary  calculi  f. 

* Durand  ( Mem.  de  Vacad.  roy.  de  medec.  T.  i.  p.  288.)  mentions, 
that  two  cures  of  biliary  calculi  were  performed  by  means  of  a mix- 
tin  e of  vitriolic  ether  and  fpirits  of  turpentine.  But  Gouner,  in  an 
exprefs  differtation  upon  biliary  calculi , ( See  *J hefaur.  dijfert.  med . ra- 
rior.  vol.  ii.  ann.  1784,  p.  191.),  mentions,  that  after  having  intitu- 
led experiments  for  thcpurpoie,  he  difcovered  that  there  is  nothing  pof- 
fefl'ed  of  the  property  of  diffolving  thefe  calculi,  not  even  the  mixture 
already  mentioned.  He  grants,  however,  that  fome  effedl  is  produced 
by  the  terra  foliata  tar  lari,  by  alcohol , and  by  the  fame  conjoined  with 
the  naphtha  of  nitre,  by  the  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre,  and  by  the  anti- 
fpafmodic  fpirit  of  Prctcs.  But  he  could  not  confirm  the  yraif^s 
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which  Murray  has  bellowed  upon  alcohol,  faturated  with  the  ethe- 
rial  oil  of  turpentine,  and  formerly  recommended  by  Percival.  In- 
fiances  of  calculi  of  the  gall-bladder  having  been  extracted  by 
means  of  an  incilion,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Medical  Commentaries 
of  Leiplic,  vol.  iv.  pag.  478.  See  Schulze’s  diflertation.  An 
dentur  medicamenta,  quas  calculum  in  vefica  comminuant  ? IbnL 
vol.  vi.  par.  2.  p.  232. 

f See  the  Edinburgh  Phyfic.  EfTays,  vol.  i.  art.  33.  and  Mof- 
gagni,  epift.  37. 

172.  When,  therefore,  the  pain  has  come  on, 
we  mud  have  recourfe  to  the  repeated  employ- 
ment of  oily,  emollient,  diluent,  demulcent,  and 
anodyne  remedies  ; and,  when  it  is  very  vio- 
lent, likewife  to  fuch  as  contain  opium.  Nor 
muft  we  omit  fomentations,  cataplafms,  the  va- 
pour-bath, anointing  the  patient,  and  clyfters 
which  prove  emollient  and  antifpafmodic.  But, 
if  plethora  be  prefent,  or  if  fever  fupervene,  bleed- 
ing will  likewife  be  proper,  not  only  to  prevent 
inflammation,  but  alfo  that  the  narrownefs  of  the 
paffages  may  not  be  increafed  by  the  turgefcence 
of  the  veffels.  Moreover,  as  all  thofe  things 
which  prove  emollient  and  fedative  are  recom- 
mended. fo  fuch  as  prove  irritating  are  confider- 
ed  as  very  fufpicious,  of  which  kind  are  emetics 
and  purgatives,  although  obftacles  are  faid  to  have 
fometimes  been  removed  by  their  means.  For 
unlefs  the  paffages  have  been  fufficiently  relaxed, 
which  cannot  be  certainly  afeertained,  according 
to  Hoffman,  Roverhorft,  Scheffel,  Morgagni 
and  others,  they  are  generally  hurtful,  or  at  any 

rate  of  ambiguous  efficacy. 

Epift.  37.  n.  43.  et  fcq» 
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1 73.  Biliary  concretions  are  powerfully  diffol- 
ved  by  tepid  watery  drink  ; by  fpirit  of  wine 
mixed  with  fpirit  of  turpentine  ; by  the  juice  of 
grafs  and  dandelion  ; by  honey  ; by  foluble  tar- 
tar ; by  Venice  foap  ; by  the  root  of  the  pareira 
brava ; by  the  tinfture  of  the  fait  of  tartar  ; by 
the  faline  mineral  waters  ; and,  laftly,  by  gentle 
fri&ion  applied  to  the  region  of  the  liver  and 
gall-bladder.  Gentle  cathartics  interpofed,  and 
efpecially  rhubarb,  the  tinBara  facra  of  Lemery, 
and  cream  of  tartar,  difpofe  the  calculi  for  excre- 
tion and  pafling  into  the  inteftines.  But  of  all 
things  mod  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
Song  continued  employment  of  aperient  and  emol- 
lient vegetables,  by  which  alone  I have  known 
many  fuccefsful  cures  performed  By  thefe 
means  alone  I have  obferved  the  return  of  the 
difeafe  prevented ; with  which  view  all  thofe 
things  which  prove  ftrengthening,  and  re- 
move the  predifpofing  caufes,  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed for  a long  time.  Vitriolic  ether,  mixed 
with  equal  parts  of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  to  pre- 
vent its  flying  off,  is  celebrated  as  an  efficacious 
folvent  of  biliary  calculi.  A fmall  fpoonful  of 
this  mixture  in  coffee  is  given  morning  and  eve- 
ning f . The  efficacy  of  millipedes,  likewife,  in 
the  cure  of  icterus,  is  confiderable,  as  Willis  and 
Ettmuller  affirm.  The  former  of  thefe  employs 
the  following  formula:  Rec.  milliped.  viv.  n.  50. 
vcL  60.  croci  orient  alls  femidrachmam , nucis  mof- 
cfjattf  drachman  unann  His  una  ccntufis  ajfund \ 
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aqu . chdidon . unc . iv.  F.  cxprejjio , bibatur . But 

Lange f advifes  paying  attention  to  the  dole  ; xor 
he  affures  us,  that  in  young  patients  an  haernop- 
tyfis  is  induced  by  the  alkaline  hilt  with  which 
thefe  infe&s  abound 

* Van  Swieten,  (§  9 50.),  by  employing  the  juice  of  grafs  and 
whey  in  the  fpring-time,  Spa  water  during  the  fummer,  and  Ve- 
nice foap  in  the  winter,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  fucceeded  com- 
pletely in  removing  an  icterus,  under  which  a woman  had  laboured 
for  twelve  years. 

-f  Morveau’s  Elements  of  Chemtjlry , vol.  iii.  and  the  Nuovo  tnagav- 
• zmo  Tofcano , vol.  viii.  p.  30.  See  the  ohfervations  adduced  in  the  note 
upon  par.  17 1.  taken  from  the  author's  papers . 

ij^  Mifcel.  veriiat.  fafcic.  1.  p.  56. 

||  To  the  other  remedies,  I may  add  one  propofed  by  Greding, 
A mafs  is  prepared  by  eight  parts  of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  and 
five  parts  of  the  powder  of  its  leaves  \ of  which  pills  of  a grain  arid 
a half  each  are  prepared.  One  is  given  at  a time  in  an  obilinate 
cafe  of  icterus.  The  effedts  are,  remarkable  heat,  violent  puliation 
of  all  the  arteries,  giddinefs,  copious  fweat,  green  ftools,  and  a dis- 
charge ol  urine.  A cure  is  faid  to  have  been  obtained  by  means  ot 
this  remedy  within  ten  days.  Com.  med.  Liqf.  xix.  p.  121. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

CONCERNING  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  LIVER, 
SPLEEN,  PANCREAS,  OMENTUM,  AND  ME- 
SENTERY. 

HEPATITIS. 

174*  Inflammation  of  the  liver  is  named 
Hepatitis ; a difeafe  not  fo  frequent  amopg  us,  as 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  where  Vogel  *,  on 
the  authority  of  Home  and  Lind,  ■ mentions  its 
prevailing  epidemically.  But  Ferrein  f , ontends 
that  it  is  ot  very  frequent  occurrence,  and  that  the 
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fmaller  lobe  Is  more  frequently  affe&ed  than  the 
larger.  The  venous  fpecies,  namely,  that  which 
is  feated  in  the  branches  of  the  vena  portarum, 
diftributed  over  the  liver,  is  of  lefs  frequent  oc- 
currence than  the  art er ions , and,  if  Ludwig  be 
credited,  efpecially  that  which  attacks  the  furface 
of  the  liver,  and  annexed  membranes. 

* PraleU.  ds  morb.  § 21  8.  f Hijl  oire  de  Vac  ad.  rcy. 

des  fcienc . an.  1766,  67,  68,  p.  121. 

175.  The  ufual  remote  caufes  of  the  complaint 
I have  already  pointed  out  elfewhere.  The  cau- 
fes which  are  in  a manner  peculiar  to  it  are  the 
choleric  and  melancholic  temperament ; hypo- 
chondriafis  ; biliary  calculi ; the  idteric  colic  ; 
thick  or  acrid  bile  ; violent  anger  ; fuppreflion 
of  the  hemorrhoidal  difcharge ; ardent,  bilious, 
continued,  or  intermitting  fevers ; metaftafes  ; a 
fevere  blow  given  to  the  liver  ; &c.  Like  wife, 
the  fymptoms  of  other  inflammations  ought  to  be 
translerred  to  this  place  ; namely,  continued  fe- 
ver, third:,  heat,  pulfation  of  the  arteries,  and  the 
like.  % But  the  fymptom  which  is  confidered  as 
being  in  a manner  pathognomonic  *,  is  a pain 
which  is  excited  or  increafed  upon  prefling  any 
part  of  the  liver.  It  muft  therefore  be  examined 
by  the  hand,  while  the  patient  lies  upon  his 
back,  with  his  knees  retracted  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  the  abdominal  mufcles  may  be  relaxed,  and 

yield  to  the  hand. 

* 

* Fcrrein,  1.  c. 

i 76.  The  pain  is  fituate  chiefly  in  the  right 
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hypochondre  and  epigaftrium,  which  are  fwelled, 
but  without  any  change  of  the  external  colour, 
being  fometimes  violent  and  conftant,  fometimes 
tenfive  and  pungent,  fometimes  alfo  obtufe 
and  deep  feated,  and  is  often  propagated  on 
the  right  fide  to  the  chert,  neck,  and  rtioulder  of 
the  fame  fide.  Sometimes  it  occafions  a numb- 
nefs  likewife  in  the  right  hand,  and  renders  lying 
upon  either  fide,  but  efpecially  upon  the  left,  un- 
eaiy.  On  account  of  the  vicinity  and  connection 
of  the  diaphragm,  the  refpiration  is  afifeded  ; the 
infpiration  particularly  is  more  difficult ; a dry, 
frequent,  and  fhort  cough,  aggravating  the  pain, 
comes  on ; whenever  food  is  taken,  a fenfe  of 
great  fulnefs  is  excited  ; anxiety  of  the  pracor- 
dia ; a weak  pulfe,  and  frequent  fainting,  take 
place ; fometimes  the  ftomach  and  duodenum, 
being  drawn  into  confent,  bilious  vomiting,  diar- 
rhoea, and  a hiccup,  which  proves  nearly  fuflfoca- 
ting  to  the  patient,  are  fuperadded. 

177.  If  the  convex  part  of  the  liver  alone  be 
afifeded,  it  is  probable  that  the  diaphragm  and  re- 
fpiration fuffer  greater  injury,  and  that  the  ideric 
colour  is  then  abfent.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
affection  be  confined  to  the  lower  fu rface,  we 
conclude  that  the  ftomach  and  duodenum  are 
chiefly  afifeded,  that  iderus  with  bound  belly 
takes  place,  and  that  the  pulfe  is  weaker,  and  the 
fainting  of  more  frequent  occurrence  *.  For  ic- 
terus‘arifes  from  the  compreffion,  or  fpafmodic 
conftridtion,  of  the  dudus  chcledochus : but  the 
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weaknefs  of  the  pulfe,  and  the  fainting,  feem  t<3 
be  referable  not  only  to  fpafms,  but  likewife  to 
the  return  of  the  blood  through  the  vena  porta- 
rum  to  the  vena  cava  and  heart  being  interrupt- 
ed. Ferrein,  befides  the  pathognomonic  fymp- 
torn  already  mentioned,  (175.),  and  the  fever, 
contends  that  an  efFedt  of  this  difeafe  is  likewife 
a pain  which  refembles  cardialgia  f . 

* See  a cafe  of  icterus,  accompanied  with  fuppuration  of  the  li- 
ver, defcribed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Ed'in.  phyf.  ejfays. 
f L.  c. 

178.  Not  unfrequently  hepatitis  refembles  in- 
flammation of  the  ftomach,  or  pleurify . Some- 
times, alfo,  gafcritis,  or  pleurify,  or  peripncumony  is 
conjoined  with  hepatitis . Sometimes  peripneu- 
mony,  or  other  difeafes  of  the  lungs,  put  on  the 
appearance  of  hepatitis.  Which  is  apt  to  mif- 
lead  not  only  novices,  but  likewife  pradtitioners 
of  long  experience.  For  Valfalva,  (as  Morgagni 
relates*),  and  Sarcona  t,  miftook  inflammation 
of  the  lungs  for  hepatitis.  As  inflammation  of 
the  right  fide  of  the  lungs  may  fo  increafe  its 
fize,  efpecially  when  it  afledts  the  lower  part,  as 
to  force  the  diaphragm  and  liver  downwards.  In 
that  cafe,  the  pleuritic  pain  Will  be  fituate  lower 
down,  and  will  feem  to  occupy  the  ufual  feat  of 
the  liver.  An  obfervation  of  Sarcona,  however, 
fhews  that  both  difeafes  were  rather  conjoined ; 
namely,  one  terminating  in  fuppuration , and  the 
other  in  reflation , as  the  lucre  a fed fze  of  the  liver  % 
leemed  to  indicate. 
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* Epijl.  anat.  med.  xx.  n.  30.  31.  f Part  i.  p.  208. 

;£  Among  the  author’s  papers  iome  obfervations  refpedling  in- 
creafed  fize  of  the  liver  were  found,  which  feem  worthy  of  being 
tranfcribed  here,  as  from  them  we  find  what  the  morbid  nature  of 
the  complaint  is,  and  what  its  plan  of  cure  ought  to  be,  whether  the 

difeafe  be  of  the  acute  or  chronic  kind. 

— r • 

“ Dr  Crawford  obferved  an  enlarged  liver,  unaccompanied  with  any 
morbid  condition,  which  he  carefully  defcribed,  an.  1771.  Phe 
fymptoms  delivered  by  him  there  are  as  follow7 : The  abdomen  all 
of  a fudden  becomes  much  fwelled  and  hardened,  without  any 
undulation  being  perceived  on  ftriking  it.  The  refpiration  is 
very  difficult,  which  is  the  principal  fymptom.  It  is  preceded  by 
total  lofs  of  ftrength,  by  a fenle  of  condridlion  in  the  chefl,  and  by 
vertigo  upon  any  motion  of  the  body.  An  oedematous  fwelling  of 
the  legs  and  feet  fucceeds  *,  the  back  is  pained  \ there  is  prefent  un- 
quenchable third  and  loathing  of  food.  The  pulfe  is  weak  and 
fmall,  but  after  bleeding  becomes  greater,  fuller,  and  more  didindL 
The  face  is  red  and  flufhed.  As  the  fwelling  of  the  belly  increafes, 
the  dyfpnoea,  likewTife,is  aggravated.  Thefe  two  fymptoms,  a few/  days 
after  the  fir  ft  invafion  of  the  difeafe,  become  exceedingly  trouble- 
fome.  Shortly  after,  the  patient  complains  of  an  oppreffion  at  the 
region  of  the  heart,  and  a condridtion  under  the  enfiform  cartilage, 
which  become  intolerable,  and  in  a ffiort  time  occafion  fuffccation. 
Vertigo  fometimes  comes  on,  fo  that  the  patient  cannot  Hand,  and 
is  obliged  to  go  to  bed,  to  avoid  fainting.  Some  at  this  time  feel  a 
palpitation  of  the  heart.  Difledlion  difcovers  immenfe  bulk  of  the 
liver  occupying  both  hypochondres,  and  defcending  to  the  epigaf- 
triura.  The  upper  part  forces  up  the  diaphragm,  and  thus  com- 
prefies  the  lungs.  The  difeafe  is  acute,  and  is  cured  by  bleeding 
and  repeated  purging.” 

“ J.  F.  de  Villiers,  in  his  notes  upon  the  London  Practice  of 
Medicine,  p.  223,  mentions,  that  fometimes  the  chronic  com- 
plaint arifes  from  the  fame  morbid  date.  In  that  cafe,  it  comes 
on  in  confequence  of  the  gradual  congeilion  of  blood  both  in 
the  liver  and  fpleen.  Women,  especially  after  their  menfes  have  left 
them,  are  liable  to  it.  Thefe  two  vifcera  are  gradually  enlarged, 
or  one  or  other  of  them.  The  patient  is  ffiortly  feized  with 
adhmatic  attacks,  with  weight,  pain,  and  heat  at  the  region  of  the 
domach,  efpecially  after  food,  at  which  time  the  vapours  rife  to- 
wards the  head.  Generally  coftivenefs  accompanies  the  complaint, 

Vox.,  v.  N n 
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which  aggravates  its  fymptoms.  It  is  only  when  fuch  vifcera  are  in- 
creafcd  in  bulk,  fo  as  to  fall  into  the  hypogaftric  region,  that  the 
phylician  is  confulted  j becaufe  the  patients  can  then  no  longer  refpire, 
nor  bear  the  weight  of  the  abdomen.  While  this  complaint  is 
forming,  which  frequently  happens  during  the  fpace  of  ten  years, 
the  lyftem  fometimes  endeavours  to  free  itlelf  by  an  epiflaxis,  fome- 
times  by  an  hemorrhoidal  difeharge,  but  always  does  it  imperfectly. 
I he  body  and  pulle  are  languid  \ but  bleeding  and  two  or  three 
purges  roufe  the  Itrength  and  pulfe.  It  then  becomes  hard  and  full, 
and  there  is  therefore  need  of  afecond  bleeding,  and  other  evacuations. 
A blifter  applied  to  the  part  affeCted  is  not  without  utility.  Willis, 
alfo,  may  be  confulted  concerning  this  difeafe.” 

179.  Hence  all  the  fymptoms  mull  be  weigh- 
ed with  the  utmoft  care,  that  no  room  may  be 
left  for  miftake ; or,  at  leaft,  it  will  be  mod  pru- 
dent to  refrain  from  too  precipitate  a judgment. 
Hepatitis,  like  other  inflammations,  terminates  ei- 
ther in  health,  or  in  death,  or  in  other  chronic  dif- 
eafes.  That  hiccup  which  arifes  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  liver,  is  pronounced  by  Hippocrates  to 
he  a bad  fymptom.  The  ahfeefs  fometimes  points 
outwards,  and  growing  to  the  pericardium,  re- 
quires the  aid  of  furgery  *.  It  is  fpontaneoufly 
refolved  by  a copious  difeharge  of  turbid  urine  ; 
by  fweat ; by  diarrhoea  ; by  a difeharge  of  blood 
from  the  nofe,  or  from  the  hemorrhoidal  veins ; 
by  vomiting  ; and  fometimes  alfo  by  expectora- 
tion. Death  is  occafioned,  if  pus  be  poured  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  or  into  that  of  the 
died.  In  the  body  of  a man,  who,  after  the  re- 
moval of  an  iCterus,  complained  of  pain  at  the 
liver,  and  lofs  oi  itrength,  Portal  found,  beflJes  a 
purulent  colluvies  in  the  abdomen,  and  corrup- 
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tion  of  the  omentum,  the  liver  enlarged  in  its 
lower  part,  and  containing  a great  abfcefs,  a- 
bounding  with  foul  pus ; and  the  part  of  the  co- 
lon next  it  was  alfo  in  a ftate  of  putrefaction  j\ 
Van  Swieten  mentions,  that  frequently  hepatitis 
is  conjoined  with  intermitting  fevers,  and  pafl'es 
into  the  wrorft  kind  of  dyfentery,  efpecially  if  the 
fever  have  been  prematurely  cured  by  the  bark  J. 
But,  with  deference  to  fo  great  a name,  that  evil 
may  be  frequently  prevented  by  means  of  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  as  I have  elfewhere  fhewn,  and  as 

/ 

has  been  obierved  by  others  as  well  as  myfelf. 

* See  a treatifc  concerning  alfcejfes  of  the  liver , in  vol.  ii.  of  the  Mem. 
tie  Vac  ad.  roy.  de  chirurg.  &c.  f Hijl.  anal.  rned.  vol.  i.  p.  163. 

t § 946- 

SPLENITIS. 

180.  Inflammation  of  the  fplcen , alfo,  is 
properly  denominated  fplcnitls . The  genuine  and 
primary  fplenitis  more  rarely  occurs,  while  the  fe- 
condary  fpecies,  and  that  which  fupervenes  upon 
obftru&ion  of  the  fpleen,  is  not  unfrequent.  In 
that  cafe,  the  left  hypochondre  is  affeCted  with 
pain,  fometimes  at  the  left  part  of  the  colon,  or 
at  the  clavicle,  or  even  in  the  fcapula,  and  fhoul- 
der  of  the  fame  fide.  Likewife  an  obfeure  pain, 
or  fometimes  even  a lancinating  and  acute  one, 
paffes  to  the  falfe  ribs.  Sometimes  it  ftretches  to 
the  epigaftrium.  The  fwelling  refembles  the  fi- 
gure of  the  fpleen,  does  not  admit  of  being 
touched,  and  fometimes  prevents  the  patient 
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from  lying  on  either  fide.  Symptoms  of  pleurify 
are  frequently  prefent  *,  while  thofe  of  nephritis 
are  abfent.  If  an  abfeefs  or  ulcer  take  place,  it 
may  be  difeovered  by  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms 
as  an  abfeefs  of  the  liver.  Sometimes  a bony 
covering  of  the  fpleen,  occafioned  by  the  dura- 
tion of  the  complaint,  is  found  on  diffeCtion  j\ 

* See  Part  I.  of  this  Volume,  Chap.  IV.  -f*  Morand.  Com . 
acad.  Par.  vol.  vii.  p.  188. 

1 8 1.  The  fymptoms  of  inflammation  of  the 
pancreas  and  omentum  are  very  obfeure  ; but  they 
are  derived  from  the  confideration  of  die  fituation 
of  thefe  vifeera,  and  of  the  functions  which  are 

v 

injured  *.  Inflammation  of  the  mefentery  is  fre- 
quently conjoined  with  enteritis , and  occafions  fi- 
inilar  fymptoms.  Sometimes  it  is  lingering,  and 
accompanies  the  tabes  mefenterica , as  it  is  call- 
ed f . The  pain  occupies  the  whole  umbilical  and 
lumbar  regions. 

* Columbus  obferved  an  abfeefs  in  the  omentum  and  peritoneum 
of  a woman  labouring  under  afeites,  without  any  injury  to  the  liver 
and  fpleen.  De  re  anat.  lib.  15.  p.  491. 

•j-  Concerning  the  tales  mefenterica , and  limilar  complaints,  fee 
Chap.  III.  Part  I.  Vol.  IV. 

T. HE  CURE . 

182.  The  cure  of  hepatitis  is  performed  by 
bleeding,  emollients,  and  aperients,  as  alfo  by 
gently  purging  the  belly  *.  If  the  practitioner 
forefee  that  a critical  diarrhoea  is  about  to  hap- 
pen, he  ought  to  promote  it  gently  by  means  of 
emollient  injections  \ by  fomentations  applied  to 
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the  loins  and  abdomen;  by  drink,  confifiing  ot 
purified  whey,  with  the  root  ot  elder,  or  fyrup  of 
citron  ; by  decoctions  of  the  lubacid  and  refol- 
ving  plants,  as,  the  pulp  of  tamarinds,  or  the 
fruits  of  caffia,  honey,  nitre,  cryftals  of  tartar,  and 
the  like.  Acrid  purges,  which  would  be  apt  to 
increafe  the  inflammation,  are  contra-indicated. 
When  itching  of  the  nofe,  rednefs,  and  fwelling 
of  the  face,  and  the  pulfus  dicroius , announce  the 
approach  of  an  hemorrhage,  it  is  very  advanta- 
geous by  means  of  fomentations  and  vapours  to 
relax  the  fore-head,  internal  nares,  and  neigh- 
bouring parts.  Moreover,  the  elimination  of  the 
inflammatory  matter  proceeding  from  the  furface 
of  the  body,  like  fweat,  is  excellently  promoted 
by  means  of  the  gentle  heat  of  the  bed,  teil- 
flowers,  or  a ftrong  infufion  of  elder,  drunk  off 
copioufly,  or  by  whey  taken  warm.  But,  if  a 
crifis  begin  to  take  place  by  means  of  a difcharge 
of  urine,  or  by  the  expectoration,  the  mildeft  diu- 
retics and  expectorants  ought  to  be  employed, 
while  we  never  lofe  fight  of  the  caution  of  Hip- 
pocrates, duccri  oportct , duccnda  funt  quo  maxi - 
me  vergat  natura  per  loca  conferentia  ; and  in  the 
way  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  nature.  Hepa- 
titis may  likewife  be  refolved  by  the  hemorrhoi- 
dal or  menftrual  difcharge  ; which  evacuations, 
provided  they  be  not  exceffive,  it  will  be  of  the 
greateft  fervice  to  promote.  But  more  fevere  in- 
flammations of  the  liver  muft  be  treated  by  the 
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ftrider  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  elfewhere  defcri- 
bed  with  the  probable  view  of  preventing  an 
ah  fcefs,  which  is  much  to  be  dreaded.  When 
only  the  ramifications  of  the  vena  portarum  are 
inflamed,  bleeding  will  be  productive  of  very 
little  effect.  In  which  cafe,  leeches  ought  to  be 
applied  to  the  external  hemorrhoidal  veins,  which 
communicate  by  means  of  anaftomofes  with  the 
internal,  and  confequently  with  the  vena  porta- 
rum. A decoCtion  of  arnica,  with  its  flowers,  af- 
ter bleeding  in  the  part  next  to  that  affeCted  has 
been  premifed,  is  preferable  to  other  remedies, 
- — from  whatever  caufe  the  ffagnation  of  the  blood 
may  proceed, —for  removing  the  inflammation 
llaglivi,  for  preventing  gangrene  in  inflamma- 
tions of  the  internal  vifeera,  lets  great  value  upon 
decodions  of  the  root  and  leaves  of  fcabiofa  ||. 
If  the  concave  part  of  the  liver  be  affeCled,  epif- 
paffies  applied  to  the  right  hypochondre  are 
fcarcely  of  any  fervice.  However,  when  other 
remedies  fail,  thefe  mayalfo  be  tried.  Frequent- 
ly, when  the  fever  is  difeufled,  whatever  fwelling 
remains  is  refolved  by  vegetable  balfamic  reme- 
dies, as  turpentine,  ball  am  of  copaiva , &c.  In 
ftiort,  the  praditioner  ought  not  to  defift  from 
his  endeavours,  until  both  the  liver  and  the 
whole  body  have  been  iufficiently  cleanfed. 

* Ferrein,  1.  c.  f See  the  Commentary  upon  Inflammation, 

Vol.  I.  and  Par.  i.  Vol.  IV.  Chap.  iv.  and  elfewhere.  Likewife, 
Dijputat.  acad.  Ginefli  Rofli , iff c.  prafide  J.  B.  Burferio , de  prxeipua* 
rum  parti  um  inflammatiotiibus , Ticini  habit  a,  1 7 7 1 * 

± Lange,  (MifccL  vent,  fafcic.  i.  p.  69.),  who  there  cautions 
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us  againfl  admitting  In  place  of  the  arnica  the  after  luteus.  I he 
arnica  folih  carnojis , crafts,  et  dtftcoftoris  lanuginofo , is  dillinguifhed 
from  all  other  kindred  plants. 

jj  De  febr'tb.  malign,  ct  mefentricis , &c. 

183.  There  is  no  effential  difference  between 
the  cure  of  hepatitis  and  that  of  fplenitis , except 
the  topical  remedies  applied  to  the  left  hypo- 
chondre,  and  the  firft  bleedings,  which,  in  the  o- 
pinion  of  fome,  ought  to  be  performed  in  the  left 
arm.  By  the  way,  I would  wifh  the  fludent  to 
obferve,  that  no  certain  diagnofis  between  inflam- 
mation of  the  pancreas , omentum , and  mefentery , 
can  be  formed  at  the  beginning  ; for  the  more 
fevere  fymptoms  are  abfent,  the  fever  is  flight, 
the  pain  cbfcure,  and  there  is  fcarcely  any  inter- 
nal heat  cr  thirft,  in  confequence  of  which  pa- 
tients labouring  under  them  are  ftill  enabled  to 
go  through  their  ufual  occupations.  But  when 
the  inflammation  of  thefe  parts  is  very  fevere,  it 
is  fubdued  by  nearly  the  fame  antiphlogiftic  re- 
medies as  thofe  formerly  enumerated.  In  one 
word,  thefe  affections  require  the  fame  remedies 
which  are  employed  in  the  cure  of  pleurify . If 
there  be  any  difference,  it  will  be  pointed  out  by 
the  obfervations  already  delivered  concerning  /V- 
terus,  gajlritis , and  'enteritis  *. 

* See  the  preceding  Chapters,  VI.  VII.  VIII.  and  XIII. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

CONCERNING  NEPHRALGIA,  OR  NEPHRITIC 
* PAIN,  AND  URINARY  CALCULI. 

1S4.  Every  pain  affecting  both  kidneys,  or 
one  or  other  of  them,  which  is  of  more  frequent 
occurrence,  is  named  nephralgia , or  pain  of  the 
kidneys , or  nephritic  pain , as  alfo  nephritic  colic . 
Some  pains  of  the  kidneys  are  comprehended 
under  the  fingle  name  of  nephritis , which  is  di- 
vided into  true  and  falfe . The  fpecies  is  that 
which  is  occasioned  by  Inflammation  of  the  kid- 
neys ; the  fpurious  is  that  which  is  occafioned  by 
other  caufes.  But,  as  every  pain  of  the  kidneys, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  be  derived,  differs  merely 
in  the  fe verity  of  its  Symptoms,  it  is  better  to 
name  them,  of  whatever  kind  they  be,  nephritic , 
and,  for  the*  fake  of  perfpicuity,  to  divide  them 
into  Inflammatory , and  not  Inflammatory  ; and  to 
fubdivide  each  of  thefe  again  into  fanguineous ; 
rheumatic  ; arthritic  ; calculous  ; convulflve ; ulce- 
rous ; purulent , &c.  according  as  blood,  acrid  fe- 
rum,  gout,  rheumatifm,  calculus,  and  ulceration, 
or  abfeefs,  have  occafioned  them. 

385.  The  caufes  in  common  to  other  pains, 
have  likewife  a place  here  ; but  fuch  as  are  con- 
fidered  as  being  more  peculiar  to  this  complaint 
are,  contufions  ; wounds ; abfeeffes  ; ulcers  * ; 
fwellings  ; congeftions  of  blood  ; too  great  an 
appulfe  of  acrid,  arthritic,  rheumatic,  fcorbutie, 
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and  venereal  ferum ; ftagnation  of  the  urine,  on 
account  of  the  paffages  being  obftrufted  ; violent 
exertions  ; long-continued  riding  on  horfe-back, 
or  in  a carriage  ; long  lying  upon  the  back ; 
fpafinodic  affections  of  the  nerves  ; calculi  flick- 
ing in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidneys  f,  or  ureters,  or 
obftrudfling  the  paffage  ; an  hereditary  taint ; 
immoderate  venery;  acrid  diuretics,  and  efpecial- 
ly  thofe  prepared  with  cantharides,  as  well  as  the 
immoderate  employment  of  thefe  externally. 

* “ A.  girl  of  twelve  years  of  age  for  three  months  endured 
a pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  which  ffcretched  all  the  wTay  to 
the  thighs,  attended  with  ardor  ur'ina,  and  acrimony  of  it,  a co- 
pious purulent  matter  in  the  urine,  tliirft,  hectic  heat,  and  con- 
fumption,  and  with  the  facies  Hippocratica , lb  that  (lie  could  neither 
raife  herfelf,  nor  walk.  It  was  fuppofed  that  the  ulcer  of  the  kid- 
neys was  recent,  on  account  of  the  pain  attending  it.  The  follow- 
ing remedy,  therefore,  wTas  preferihed  : Rec.  Rhubarb,  femidrachm . 
fpermat . ceii , baccar.  lauri  ana  ferup.  j.  opobalfam.  gutt.  x.  terebinthina 
chia  q.  s.  ut  f.  pilules  mediocres.  Same  iv.  mane  et  vcfperi , fuperbi- 
bendo  haujlum  pojletici  radicib.  althaa  alter ati,  Sumat  pro  potu  de- 

cod.  horde’t  fyrupo  althaee  q.  s.  edulcalum  : et  duabus  nodibus  conii- 

tiuis  pdul.  Matthai  dimid.  ferup.  The  pain  was  alleviated  by  means 
of  one  of  the  pilules  Matthai  ; and  the  third  was  allayed  by  means 
of  barley-water.  The  heftic  heat  and  the  acrimony  of  the  urine 
were  corrected  by  it,  and  by  the  fyrup  of  marlhmallows  were  deter- 
mined to  the  urinary  paffages.  The  rhubarb  proved  detergent  anil 
cleaning,  and  the  refolving  quality  of  the  fpermaceti  had  the  fame 
tendency.  Turpentine  and  the  opo-balfamum  ferved  to  ftrengthen 
the  relaxed  parts.  The  addition  of  laurel-berries  removed  the 
pains  of  the  belly  and  naufea.  Within  a month,  thefe  remedies  en- 
abled the  patient  to  rife  out  of  bed,  and  walk  about  $ and  w ithin 
three  months  fhe  recovered  intirely.  But  it  was  neceffary  to  per- 
fill  in  them  conftantly,  nor  wrere  any  other  remedies  employed.” 
Hamilton,  Prax.  med.  reg.  p.  18. — 21. 

f Among  the  author’s  papers,  we  found  the  following  cafe, 
which  has  been  extra&ed  from  the  Edinburgh  Phyfical  EJfuys. 
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(f‘  A man  of  fifty-three  years  of  age,  of  a flout,  mufcular  habit, 
and  with  very  turgid  veins,  chiefly  thofe  in  the  arms,  four  years 
ago  began  to  be  affe&ed  with  violent  pains,  occupying  the  right 
fide,  towards  the  region  of  the  right  kidney,  which  were  never  in- 
tirely  abfent.  Sometimes,  however,  they  remitted  at  intervals, 
and  in  other  refpe6ls  he  was  in  good  health.  He  employed  a va- 
riety of  remedies  by  the  advice  of  Pitcairn,  and  other  phyficians, 
but  without  effedl,  except  warm  water  to  the  extent  of  twelve 
pounds,  which  afforded  fome  relief.  He  was  frequently  for  whole 
months  fo  haraffed  with  didreffing  pains,  that  he  w*as  obliged  to  lie 
tipon  a Angle  fheet  ipread  on  the  floor,  and  derived  fome  relief  from 
flrongly  prefling  the  fide  affedled  to  the  floor.  Whatever  urine  he 
voided,  during  the  violence  of  the  pains,  fhortly  afterwrards  put  on 
the  appearance  of  the  white  of  an  egg.  He  wras  likewdfe  liable  to 
frequent  diarrhoeas,  which  wrere  unaccompanied  with  pain,  and 
could  then  contain  himfelf  for  the  fpace  of  a day.  He  could  alfo 
then  allow  the  urine  to  accumulate  in  the  bladder  until  it  was  fill- 
ed and,  when  he  made  wrater,  he  fcmetimes  paffed,  at  one  time, 
not  lefs  than  fix  pounds.  He  employed  various  articles  of  diet,  and 
different  kinds  of  drink  j fuch  as  eggs,  butter,  road  meat,  Ipiri- 
tuous  and  aromatic  drinks,  white  wine,  &c.  all  of  which  excited  the 
pains.  Small  beer  alone  afforded  him  any  relief  j of  which  he, 
therefore,  frequently  drank.  About  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1*731,  he  wras  affedled  wTith  a fevere  expectoration,  which  fucceed- 
ed  to  a wrafting,  and,  on  the  29th  of  March  he  expired,  although 
be  had  never  before  been  affedted  with  any  pulmonary  complaint. 
Upon  diiTedlion  a done  was  found  in  the  pelvis  of  the  right  kidney, 
half  an  ounce  in  weight,  of  a triangular  figure,  and  having  its  fur- 
face  rough  with  granulations.  In  the  fubdance  of  the  kidney  wTas 
another  done  of  fmaller  fiz  e, weighing  only  16  grains,  and  of  an  irre- 
gular fquare  figure.  Befides  thefe  two  concretions,  there  were  va- 
rious others  of  the  fame  kind,  but  particularly  in  the  excretories  of 
the  glands.  Many  of  thefe  were  equal  in  bulk  to  a large-fized 
grain  of  fand.”  See  Douglas,  ibid. 

Concerning  the  formation  and  commencement  of  calculus , who- 
ever is  defircus  of  greater  information,  may  confult  Boerhaave, 
§ 1415.}  Haller,  in  his  Opufc.  Patholog . j Geoffrey,  Mat,  mcd.  vol.  1. 
p.  51.  *,  Scardona,  L.  iii.  c.  xi.  §11.5  and  the  Comment,  mcd.  Lipf, 
vol.  vi.  P.  iv.  p.  628.  and  feveral  ethers. 
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DIAGNOSIS. 

1 8 6.  The  pain  is  felt  in  the  loins,  affecting  fomc- 
times  the  right,  fometimes  the  left  fide,  and  fome- 
times  both,  according  as  one  or  other,  or  both  kid- 
neys, are  afleded.  Sometimes  it  is  obfcure,  and  oc- 
cafionsafenfeofweight;  at  other  times  it  is  acute  and 
throbbing,  and  increafes  when  the  body  moves  fo 
as  to  ftretch  the  loins.  Befides,  the  pain  is  propa- 
gated along  the  ureters  to  the  bladder,  and  the 
tefticles  of  the  fame  fide  are  frequently  retraded. 
This,  however,  is  generally  referred  to  the  fpafm 
which  takes  place.  Some,  however,  but  chiefly 
Rutty,  an  Englifli  writer,  afiirm,  that  this  takes 
place  on  account  of  the  ureters  pafling  under  the 
vafa  defcrentia , and  therefore  prefling  upon  or  ir- 
ritating them,  fo  that  being  contraded  they  draw 
up  the  tefticle.  Laftly,  a numbnefs  of  the  leg  comes 
on,  in  confequence  of  compreflion  of  the  crural 
nerves.  For  the  pfoas  mufclcs  and  internal  iliacs 
being  fpafmodically  afleded,  ftrangulatethe  nerves 
themfelves  *.  But  the  urine  is  fometimes  fcanty 
and  red  ; fometimes  pale  and  watery  ; fometimes 
thin  and  fiery  ; fometimes  acrid,  and  emitting  a 
lixivial  fmell  ; fometimes  fetid,  purulent,  mu- 
cous, and  abounding  with  fand.  The  belly  is 
generally  loofe  ; but  during  the  height  of  the 
pain  it  becomes  bound,  and  flatulent.  Very  fre- 
quently, however,  on  account  of  the  fympathy 
of  the  nerves,  to  thefe  fymptoms  are  added  vo-* 
miting,  or  a defire  to  vomit. 

4 See  Tab.  Eujlach.  xix.  and  Van  Swieten,  De  nephrit. 

' * * 
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187.  All  of  which  fymptoms,  if  inflammation 
occafion  the  pain,  or  if  the  pain  have  terminated 
in  it,  are  then  frequently  aggravated,  and  an  a- 
cute  fever,  accompanied  with  a hard  pulfe,  is  at 
the  fame  time  prefent.  But  as  mod  frequently 
calculi  occafion  the  nephritic  pains,  (for  although 
calculi  have  been  difcovered  every  where  in  the 
body  they  are  chiefly  found  in  the  kidneys 
and  urinary  bladder),  it  may  be  ferviceable  to 
treat  of  thefe  at  fomewhat  greater  length.  And 
in  the  firft  place,  according  to  the  diverfity  of 
the  fituation  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  fi- 
gure which  they  aflfume,  they  occafion  fome  va- 
riation in  the  pain.  For  when  they  flick  in  the 
kidneys,  and  are  fmooth  and  round,  they  occa- 
fion rather  an  obtufe  and  heavy  pain  ; on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  be  rough,  angular,  or  point- 
ed, one  which  is  more  acute  and  fevere  ; and  it 
is  particularly  aggravated,  when  they  pafs  from 
the  kidneys  into  the  ureters ; nay,  it  generally 
becomes  extremely  acute,  when  they  pafs  the 
narrow  diameter  of  the  ureters  next  the  bladder, 
and  fall  into  it.  When  they  find  more  room  in 
the  bladder,  the  pain  ceafes,  or  only  a fenfe  of 
weight,  or  fome  difficulty  in  paffing  the  urine, 
or  a frequent  defire  to  make  water,  is  felt. 

* Columbus  obferved  calculi  in  the  kidneys,  in  the  lungs,  in 
the  liver,  in  the  vena  portarum,  in  the  bladder,  in  the  hemorrhoi- 
dal veins,  in  the  umbilicus,  and  in  the  gall-bladder  ( De  rc  anatom . 
lib.  xv.  p.  491.)*  Idttri  alfo  obferved  a done  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  ( Mem.  de  Vacad.)  ; and  J.  G.  Kruger  obferved  another 
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calculus  formed  in  the  palate.  See  Comment,  acad.  fcienc.  Petropoli • 
tana,  vol.  I.  par.  iv.  p.  374. 

188.  It  mud  be  obferved,  however,  that  the 
pains  occafionally,  or  fometimes  on  a fudden, 
ceafe,  if  the  calculus  attempting  a paiTage  into 
the  ureters  be  again  forced  back  into  the  pelvis  by 
their  fpafmodic  contraction,  or  oafs  from  a narrow 
to  a wider  part  (for  the  width  of  the  ureters  is 
frequently  not  uniform),  or  if  it  acquire  a pofition 
better  calculated  for  palling.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
feat  of  the  pain,  and  condition  of  the  urine,  when 

«4 

calculi  occafion  the  complaint,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  former  follows  the  courfe  of  the  ureters  to- 
wards the  bladder  and  tefticles  ; and  that  the  lat- 
ter mull  be  various,  being  generally  at  firft  thin 
and  fparing,  or  fometimes  altogether  fuppreffed, 
while  in  the  progrefs  of  the  calculus,  or  when  it 
has  already  palled  into  the  bladder,  it  becomes 
copious,  turbid,  frequently  depofiting  a fandy  fe- 
diment.  Not  unfrequently  alfo  the  urine  is  tinged 
with  fome  blood  ; but  that  happens  only  when  the 
calculus  has  wounded  the  veffels  of  the  kidneys, 
or  other  parts,  through  which  it  pafies. 

189.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  fuch 
fandy  fediment  does  not  always  afford  a proof  of 
the  prefence  of  calculus.  For  fometimes  it  is  al- 

I together  abfent  while  a calculus  is  prefent,  which 
has  fometimes  been  found  in  the  kidneys,  without 
having  been  preceded  by  either  pain  or  fand  in 
; the  urine  *.  Laftly,  that  fand  denotes  calculus, 

( or  is  referable  to  calculous  concretions,  which  fub- 


574 


OF  NEPHRALGIA,  £kc. 

fides  immediately  after  the  urine  is  palled,  is  not 
exadtly  mixed  with  the  urine,  and  when  rubbed 
between  the  fingers,  cannot  readily  be  reduced  to 
a powder  f . The  land  which  wants  thofe  marks 
in  general  may  be  confidered  as  being  only  a 
fymptom  of  a fcorbutic  and  hypochondriacal  af- 
fection. Let  thefe  remarks  concerning  calculi  of 
the  kidneys  fuffice. 

* In  the  bodies  of  fuch  perfons  as,  during  their  life,  had  never 
experienced  either  dyfuria , or  ijehuria , pain  of  the  loins  or  thighs, 
or  fimilar  nephritic  affe&ions,  calculi  and  fmall  ftoites,  according 
to  Bonn,  have  been  found.  De  a/f.med.  cap.i.  p.  14.  edit.  Lipf. 

f See  the  note  upon  par.  269.  Vol.  IV.  taken  from  Morgagni, 
■where  the  author  has  delivered  his  remarks  at  greater  length  upon 
this  fubjeft. 

190,  We  mull  now  proceed  to  the  fymptoms 
by  which  calculus  vcficce , when  it  has  acquired 
confiderable  fize,  is  generally  diftinguilhed.  If 
not  all,  the  greater  number  of  the  fymptoms 
which  follow,  take  place.  There  is  a weight  in 
the  perinseum  ; fome  impediment  in  making  wa- 
ter, in  confequence  of  which  frequently  the  flow 
of  urine  is  interrupted  ; it  is  more  eafily  difehar- 

1 

ged  when  the  body  is  fupine,  and  the  knees  are 
drawn  up  towards  the  belly ; there  is  tenefmus, 
or  a frequent  defire  to  make  water  and  go 
to  ftool  'together,  an  uneafy  pain  and  itch- 
ing at  the  glans  penis,  pretty  frequent  rigidi- 
ty of  the  latter,  and  the  fenfation  of  a body  mo- 
ving in  the  bladder,  when  a perfon  lies  down, 
or  is  fuddenly  fhaken.  When  the  ftone  has  in- 
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creafed,  riding  and  quick  motion  cannot  be  en- 
dured, and  the  urine  is  then  palled  mixed  with 
blood.  But  when  the  complaint  has  been  of  long 
Handing,  the  urine  depofits  much  mucous  jelly, 
like  albumen,  at  the  bottom  of  the  pot.  Thefe 
fymptoms,  however,  either  are  not  always  prefent, 
or  are  not  confidered  as  being  unequivocal  indica- 
tions of  calculus,  as  they  are  in  common  to  feir- 
rhus  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  *,  or  other  fwell- 
ings.  Baglivi  very  properly  remarks  : “ Scir- 
rhus  of  the  bladder  exadtly  refembles  calculus  of 
it,  as  I have  twice  obferved  on  difledion  f.”  To 
afeertain  the  prefence  of  a calculus,  it  is  neceflary 
to  introduce  the  catheter  into  the  bladder,  or  the 
finger  into  the  anus,  that  we  may  be  enabled 
with  certainty  to  determine  the  matter. 

* “ Almoft  all  thefe  fymptoms  were  long  experienced  by  the 
author,  although  no  calculus  was  difeovered  on  difle&ion,  except  a 
ftony  concretion  inclofed  in  a cartilaginous  capfule  about  the  fize  of 
a walnut,  which  was  fixed  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fero- 
tiim.  A large  abfeefs,  indeed,  was  difeovered  both  in  the  urinary 
bladder,  and  in  the  right  kidney,  which  was  larger  than  ufual  *, 
and  a great  quantity  of  pus  appeared  in  both.  Probably  the  dif- 
eafe  arofe  from  a feirrhus  formed  within,  which  afterwards  under- 
gone fuppuration  j and  this  indeed  appeared  pretty  probable  from 
the  callous  hardnefs  which  appeared  in  the  infide  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  from  the  fmall  feirrhi  with  which  the  neighbouring- 
parts  appeared  here  end  there  to  abound.'’  [The  German  Editor , 
from  the  publ'ifhed  account  of  Kanina , •who  was  prefent  at  the  difleflionf] 

f Lib.  i.  Prax.  cap.  xiii.  fhianti  inter  fit  pracefita,  £ t c » See 
alfo  De  Ilaen,  P,  iii,  cap.  iv.  p.  176.  Rat.  mcd. 
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PROGNOSIS . 

191-  Nephritis,  whether  it  be  the  true  or 
falfc  fpecies,  is  a complaint  not  to  be  flighted. 
For  it  either  threatens  inflammation,  or  is  accom- 
panied by  it.  Hence  all  the  terminations  of  in- 
flammation may  be  dreaded.  Many  bad  confe- 
quences,  alfo,  are  threatened,  merely  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  pain  and  fpafm,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  urine  being  retained,  and  flowing  back  into 
the  blood.  But,  as  hitherto  no  certain  remedy 
has  been  found  for  the  calculi,  fo  there  is  no 
chance  of  recovery,  unlefs  in  their  expulfion, 
when  that  is  practicable  or  in  a furgical  opera- 
tion, which,  however,  is  attended  with  great  dan- 
ger. Baglivi  obferves : “ Thofe  who  are  cut  off 
in  confequence  of  a calculus  in  the  kidneys,  die 
in  convulfions,  or  delirious  f.” 

* Delahire  mentions,  that  a perfon  palled  a calculus  as  large  as 
an  olive,  in  confequence  of  inclining  himfelf  forward  on  the  ground, 
in  Older  to  write.  Mem.  cle  I'acad.  de  Par.  tom.  vii. 

f De  ifiero  JIavo, 

f 

THE  CURE . 

192.  The  cure  of  nephritic  pain  ought  to  be 
immediately  attempted  by  bleeding,  firfl:  from  the 
fuperior,  and  next  from  the  inferior  extremities ; 
by  linfeed,  almond,  or  olive  oil ; by  a gentle  laxa- 
tive of  caffia  ; by  emollients  of  all  kinds,  both  in- 
ternally and  externally  employed ; namely,  in- 
jections, fomentations,  fcmicupium , and,  if  it  be 
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neceflary,  likewife  by  opiates.  Diuretics  ought 
to  be  banifhed  from  the  practice,  unlefs  they  be 
very  mild,  and  of  an  emollient  or  correcting 
kind ; as  well  as  acrid,  balfamic  things,  and  all 
kinds  of  lithontriptics,  as  they  are  called  The 
drink  ought  to  be  the  water  of  mallows,  of  marfh- 
mallows,  of  the  flowers  of  mullen,  of  the  leaves 
of  pellitory,  of  liquorice-root,  or  the  pureft  foun- 
tain-water, prepared  with  a lubacid  vegetable 
juice,  or  a little  nitre,  or  oxymel  ; and  thefe 

drinks  are  calculated  for  almoft  every  nephritic 
pain,  not  excepting  fuch  as  proceed  from  calculi, 

* Hulme  publiffied  the  following  method  for  diffolving  urina^* 
ry  calculi.  Solvantur  xv  grand  falls  tartari  in  unciis  quatuor  aqua 
pura,  et  tota  mixtura  uno  haujlo  fumatur , cui  Jlatim  alia  quatuor  uncia  a- 
qua  pur  a f vpcrbibantur , quibus  xx  gut  La  fpiritus  levis  vitrioli  addantur . 
Both  remedies  are  repeated  four  times  a-day,  at  proper  intervals  y 
and  are  thus  continued  for  three  or  four  weeks.  If  any  burning 
heat  be  excited  in  the  bladder,  the  remedy  may  be  Impended  for  a 
few  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  emulhons  ought  to  be  taken.  If 
the  belly  be  bound,  the  pradlitioner  fhould  have  recourfe  to  clyf- 
ters,  and  a little  of  the  pulp  of  caffia.  Bor  the  drink,  may  be  given 
water,  and  a little  white  wine.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however, 
that  in  the  bladder  of  the  patient  whom  the  author  cured,  or  belie- 
ved he  had  cured,  and  who  died  forae  time  after,  many  calculi  were 
found,  which  had  not  been  diffolved,  as  Meinard  Simon  du  Pui,  in 
his  dilTertation  De  homlne  dexiro  et fmijlro , affirms. 

193.  Upon  the  pain  being  difeufled,  and  the 
inflammation  refolved,  the  prophylactic  means  to 
be  employed  are  the  fame  as  thofe  calculated  for 
removing  the  caufes.  Generally,  ftridt  attention 
to  the  diet ; moderate  exercife  ; the  drinking  of 
mineral  waters  3 whey 3 aiTes  and  goats  milk  j 

You  V.  O 0 
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and  abftlnence  from  vinous  liquors,  arc  fuitable 
in  all  cafes.  Venice  foap  *,  the  aqua  calcis  of  crui- 
taceous  animals'}*,  the  virga  aurca , uva  urji,  the  ra- 
dix cardui  Jlcllati , eryngo , ononis,  the  leaves  of  the 
ground-ivy,  of  b.etony , of  acmclla , of  verbefina, 
and  other  vegetable  productions,  poffeffed  of  a 
diuretic  property;  as  onions,  radiffies,  turnips,  parf- 
nips,  leeks,  parlley,  petrofelinum,  beet,  tragopogon, 
and  the  like,  are  adapted  to  calculous  patients. 
1 he  juice  of  the  birch-tree  exuding  from  the  upper 
branches  about  three  inches  thick,  opened  in  the 
fpring-time,  given  every  day  in  the  morning,  to  the 
extent  of  fomefpoonfuls,  to  alleviate  the  difeafe,  ac- 
cording to  the  teftimony,  firft  ofVan  Helmont  and 
Boyle  f,  and  next  of  Lange  |l,  proves  of  wonderful 
fervice  in  calculous  cafes.  It  is  an  acidulous  juice. 
It  may  be  kept  in  a bottle,  by  receiving  in  the 
bottle  when  inverted  the  fmoke  of  a thread  cover- 
ed with  fulphur,  and  fet  on  fire,  immediately  ou 
its  being  extinguifhed,  introducing  the  juice,  and 
clofing  the  mouth  well,  which  is  the  method  Cnoe- 
ffel  propofes.  It  may  be  thus  preferved  for  a long 
time.  It  is  alfo  propofed  in  gouty  pains.  The 
find  and  fmall  calculi  are  fuccefsfully  expelled 
by  means  of  the  powTder  of  juniper-berries,  or  by 
an  infufion  of  them  with  goafs  milk,  mixed  in 
equal  quantities,  and  continued  for  fome  days  §. 
A certain  degree  of  efficacy  is  likewife  pofiefied 
by  the  root  of  the  parcira  Irava , which  is  to  be 
employed  when  ulcers  and  alifcelfes  have  formed 
in  the  urinary  paflages  If.  De  Haen,  alfo,  in  ul- 
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deration  of  the  kidneys,  ureters,  and  bladder, 
with  the  fufpicionof  the  prefence  of  calculus,  confi- 
dered  the  uvd  urfi  as  ferviceable  Likewife, 
various  kinds  of  injections  are  recommended. 
According  to  Lange,  the  remedy  of  Meibomius, 
confifting  of  equal  parts  of  Venice  turpentine,  and 
extraCt  of  cafcarilla,  is  highly  anti-nephritic.  It 
is  given  to  the  extent  of  fix  grains,  with  the  aqua 
nymphccty  until  the  urine  becomes  clear,  and  the 
pain  ceafe,  which,  he  aflerts,  happens  within  a 
few  days  According  to  fome,  nitre,  provi- 
ding it  be  taken  every  fortnight,  in  proper  quan- 
tity, is  a prefervative  againft  calculi,  as  Scardona 
remarks  [|]|.  The  fame  effeCt  is  likewife  faid  to 
be  produced  by  mucilaginous  and  unCtuous  fub- 
ftances,  as  milk,  and  decoCtions  of  barley  and 
rice.  Boiled  meat  is  better  calculated  for  nephri- 
tic patients  than  roafted.  The  lefs  auftere  wines 
ought  to  be  employed  ; and  Meade  advifes  the 
drinking  of  the  lighteft  and  purell  river- water  §§. 
Lying  on  the  back  ought  to  be  avoided  ; and 
the  patient  ought  rather  to  recline  on  the  fide  af- 
feCted. 

i ♦ 

v 

* Soap-boilers  lee  itfelf  is  confidered  as  being  a moll  excellent 
and  harmlefs  lithontriptic.  See  Home  on  folvents , Lond.  1783. 
See  alfo  Journ.  de  med.  tom.  ix.  p.  264. 

f See  vcl.  iii.  p.  10.  and  52.  and  vol.  iv.  p.  61 1.  Comm . de  reb. 
in  fcient.  nat.  et  med.  geJI.  where  more  remedies,  as  propofed  by  Wal- 
pole and  Whytt,  are  enumerated.  The  method  of  employing  this 
water,  prepared  from  oylter-fhells,  is  pointed  out  in  the  fame  work, 
p.  613,  and  in  vol.  v.  of  the  Edinburgh  inaugural  diffcrt  attorn.  Too 
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great  a dofe  of  it,  however,  as  Huxham  obferves,  induces  phthifs , 
/curvy , and  fimilar  bad  confequences,  which  De  Haen  alfo  remarks, 
and  which  Walpole  has  (hewn  by  an  experiment  of  his  own. 

% Boerh.  Chem . vol.  ii.  p.  95. 

jj  MifceL  vert  tat.  fafcic.  i.  p.  21. 

§ Lange,  1.  c.  p.  22.  Hoffman  mentions  that  the  bark  of  the 
root  of  acacia,  its  decodlion,  the  rob  of  juniper,  and  of  hips, 
poffefs  a certain  fpecific  virtue,  when  the  difeafe  is  accompanied 
with  weakened  tone  of  the  kidneys.  For  diffolving  calculi  both 
fmall  and  great,  Marian,  a furgeon  of  celebrity,  propofes  the  fol- 
lowing remedy,  the  efficacy  of  which  was  confirmed  by  his  own  ex- 
perience of  it.  Rec.  Semin,  apii  filvejlr.  drachm,  iv.  Florum  cardui 
JJellat.  unc.  yfccentur  in  fur  no,  et  deindt  Jiat  pulvis.  Dofis  femidrachma 
vel  fcrup.  ij . feme!,  vel  his  in  die.  He  like  wife  employed  an  injection 
of  the  carduus  Jlcllatus . 

Geoffroy,  vol.  i.  p.  189.  and  100.  The  formula  is  to  be 
found  in  p.  443.  It  is  as  follows  : Rec.  Radic.  Butuee  pulver.  Ra- 
dio . liquirit . pulv.  ana  fcrup.  fem.  balfam.  copdiv.  q.s.  M.  f.p.ccp . 
mane  et  vefpere.  See  alfo  Scardona  Cap.  de  renum , et  vefc£  calculis , 

§ 15.  If  the  ulcers  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder  be  eryfipelatous, 
as  frequently  happens,  Hoffman  affures  us  that  all  balfamic,  refi- 
nous,  and  oily  remedies,  prove  detrimental.  Geoffroy,  1.  c.  p.  438. 

■**  Rat.  med.  P.  iii.  c.  4.  P.  iv.  c.  7.  Vid.  Bar  heir  at.  medica- 
ment, form.  p.  163. • 

Vid.  Comm,  de  rch.  in  feient.  nat.  et  med.  geft.  vol.  iv.  p.  273. 
where  mention  is  made  of  a publication  of  Butter,  in  wffiich  the 
method  of  curing  calculus,  by  means  of  inje&ions,  is  pointed  out. 
See  Deffault  dj/fertation  fur  ks  pierres , etc.  and  Ed.  Pried.  EJfays. 

H L.  c.  p.  30.  |||[  Lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.  § 10.  §§  Manila, 

et  prcecept  a medic  a,  ch.  x. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

CONCERNING  HEMATURIA. 

194.THE  blood  Isfometnnesdifchargedfromthc 
kidneys,  ureters,  and  bladder,  along  with  the  urine, 
rendering  it  bloody.  It  feldom  comes  off  pure  and 
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un mixed,  unlefs  it  only  proceeds  from  the  urethra. 
It  is  named  Hematuria.  The  caufes  are  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  other  hemorrhages,  but  efpecially  ple- 
thora ; blows ; calculi,  or  the  difficult  paffage  of 
them ; violent  motion  ; exercife,  riding ; he- 
morrhoids of  the  bladder ; ulcers  of  the  urinary 
paffages  ; a fcorbutic  dyfcrafy  ; the  ufe  of  cantha- 
rides,  or  the  fuppreffion  of  an  accuftomed  eva- 
cuation of  blood  which  ufed  to  take  place  from 
other  parts*. 

* It  may  be  proper  to  confult  the  hiftory  of  a cafe  of  hsema- 
tuna  from  callus  of  the  bladder,  related  by  Zwinger,  T.  1.  Aft* 
Helv.  p.  13.  Bafil*  edit.  an.  1757. 

195.  The  red  urine  accompanying  fever,  or 
that  occafioned  by  the  eating  of  madder,  or  the 
fruit  of  the  opuntia,  ought  not  to  be  confounded 
with  bloody  urine.  The  former  is  thin  and 
clear,  nor  does  it  tinge  linen  rags,  or  paper  dipt 
into  it ; the  latter  is  turbid,  thick,  and  frequent- 
ly depofits  blood,  or  fmall  clots  of  blood,  in  the 
bottom  of  the  veffel,  and  fymptoms  of  an  affec- 
tion of  the  part,  from  which  it  proceeds,  are 
generally  at  the  fame  time  prefent. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS . 

196.  If  the  blood  proceed  from  the  kidneys, 
(which  affe&ion  is  then  properly  named  hema- 
turia),  it  ought  to  be  copious  and  intimately  mix- 
ed with  the  urine.  Some  contend  that  it  is  ac- 
companied with  pain,  others  that  it  is  not.  But 
neither  of  thefe  is  an  invariable  occurrence.  If  it 
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proceed  from  the  ureters,  it  is  paffed  fparingly, 
but  accompanied  with  fome  pain  about  the  ilia, 
or  loins,  or  umbilical  region  towards  the  hypo- 
gafirium,  and  it  is  generally  preceded  by  fuch 
caufes  as  injure  the  ureters.  When  it  flows  from 
the  bladder,  it  may  in  like  manner  be  copious, 
generally  colledted  into  grumi  and  thrombi , fome- 
times blackifh,  fometimes  florid  and  pure,  fome- 
times  mixed  with  the  urine,  but  not  uniformly. 
And  it  is  frequently  conjoined  with  pain  or  heat, 
and  likewife  with  fome  ftrangury.  But  thefe 
and  the  other  fymptoms  vary  exceedingly. 

HEMORRHAGE  OF  THE  PENIS. 

197.  Under  this  head  feems  to  come  hemor- 
rhage of  the  penis , or  Jlymatofis , which  is  gene- 
rally omitted  by  pathologifts.  Cselius  Aurelianus, 
however,  fpeaks  of  it  in  book  5.  chap.  4.  By  it 
we  underhand  a difeharge  of  pure  blood  from  the 
internal  paflage  of  the  penis,  or  urethra,  as  alfo 
from  the  glairs,  or  prepuce ; which,  while  there 
is  no  deftre  to  make  water,  and  without  any  dif- 
charge  of  urine,  or  effort,  frequently  takes  place 
without  pain  from  an  open  and  eroded  blood- 
vefiel.  In  this  difeharge  the  penis  is  fometimes 
flaccid,  fometimes  rigid.  Likewife  the  quantity 
of  blood  is  various  ; for  fometimes  it  is  confined 
to  a few  ounces,  fometimes  it  amounts  to  a few 
pounds.  Sometimes  it  ceafes  in  an  hour  or  two  ; 
at  other  times  it  continues  longer.  Nor  are  there 
wanting  inftances  of  this  difeharge  frequently 
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recurring,  or  even  obferving  regular  periods,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  menftrual  or  hemorrhoi- 
dal evacuation,  or  only  appearing  during  the  aft 
of  coition,  or  of  unconfcious  emiffion.  Its  cau- 
fes  are  the  fame  as  thofe  mentioned  elfewhere. 

PROGNOSIS* 

198.  The  degree  of  danger  is  eftimated  by  the 
quantity  of  blood  effufed  ; by  the  continuance, 
or  recurrence  of  the  difeharge  ; by  the  fymp- 
toms,  or  difeafes  with  which  it  is  conjoined  ; and, 
laftly,  by  the  confideration  of  the  part  affefted. 
The  difeharge  of  blood,  which  takes  place  in  the 
penis,  is  attended  with  lefs  danger.  When  it 
proceeds  from  the  bladder  and  ureters,  it  is  more 
alarming;  while  the  difeharge  from  the  kidneys 
is  the  molt  dangerous  of  all.  But  when  the  dis- 
charge is  periodical,  and  not  immoderate,  it  is 
generally  harmlefs. 

THE  CURE. 

199.  In  the  cure  of  hamaturia , the  principal 
indications  are,  to  remove  the  caufe  ; to  correft 
the  blood,  if  it  be  too  acrid,  or  otherwife  mor- 
bid ; and,  laftly,  to  reftcre  the  ftrength  of  the 
parts  from  which  the  blood  flows.  We  muft, 
therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  inquire  whether  the 
blood  be  too  copious,  or  too  acrid  and  thin.  Its 
quantity  is  immediately  diminifhed  by  taking 

O o 4 


OF  NEPHRALGIA,  '&C. 


584 

blood  from  the  arm,  by  means  of  which  the  mo- 
tion of  the  blood  being  attracted  to  the  upper 
parts,  it  paffes  with  lefs  force  to  the  part  from 
which  the  difcharge  takes  place,  permitting  the 
open  veffels  to  contrail  and  unite.  It  may  like- 
wife  be  drawn  by  applying  leeches  to  the  he- 
morrhoidal veins,  if  fuppreffion  of  the  hemor- 
rhoidal or  menftrual  difcharge  have  given  rife 
to  the  complaint.  But  if,  from  the  fymptoms 
elfewhere  frequently  enumerated,  it  appear  that 
the  blood  is  either  in  a ftate  of  putrid  colliqua- 
tion,  or  morbidly  acrid  and  attenuated  (unlefs 
great  fulnefs  of  the  veffels  be  conjoined  with 
thefe  morbid  Hates),  omitting  the  bleeding,  it 
will  be  better  by  means  of  antifeptics  to  obviate 
the  putrefaction,  or  by  demulcents  and  fweeten- 
ers  to  oppofe  the  acrimony.  Among  thefe  the 
chief  rank  is  held  by  acids  of  all  kinds,  both  ve- 
getable and  foffil  * ; the  bark  ; fimarouba  ; cool- 
ing antifcorbutic  remedies  ; acidulated  whey ; 
emulfions  of  the  cold  feeds  ; all  kinds  of  mucila- 
ginous things ; gum-tragacanth,  and  gum-arabic  ; 
and  the  like.  But,  above  all,  the  drinking  of  the 
coldeft  water  and  milk  efpecially  ewe-milk  as 
being  thick,  and  prepared  with  ignited  fteel,  or 
fome  juice,  to  oppofe  the  peculiar  and  known 
acrimony.  Milk  is  moft  fuitable,  if  cantharides 
or  acrid  medicines  have  occafioned  the  complaint. 
But  if  violent  bodily  motion,  a blow,  contufion, 
or  calculus  have  burft  or  lacerated  the  blood-vef- 
fels  f , to  thole  remedies,  which  diminiih  the  quan- 
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iky  and  motion  of  the  blood,  muft  be  added  the 
greateft  reft  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  the  pa- 
tient ought  to  be  placed  in  a very  temperate  fitua- 
tion,  rather  inclining  to  cold  : and  thefe  cautions 
alfo,  according  to  circumftances,  from  whatever 
origin  the  difeafe  proceeds,  ought  to  be  attended 
to  ; and  the  patient’s  pofture  ought  to  be  fuch 
that  he  may  lie  as  little  as  poffible  on  his  back 
and  loins.  When  the  hxmaturia  proceeds  cfpc- 
cially  from  a blow,  or  contufion,  it  is  faid  to  be 
cured  moft  effectually  by  a deception  of  the 
flowers  and  leaves  of  arnica,  or  madder  with 
hydromel. 

* See  Vol.  II.  § 242.  and  271.  There  the  author  mention?, 
that  the  fulphuric  acid  is  preferable  to  the  others  in  haematuria. 
See  alfo  the  remedies  propofed  in  par.  70.  and  71.  for  the  cure  of 
bloody  flux. 

f Le  Clerc  ( \HiJl . nat.  de  Thomme  malad.  tom.  ii.  p.  31.)  men- 
tions, that  a man,  after  various  tedious  diforders  with  which  he  was 
diflreffed,  was  attacked  with  a hsematuria.  Poiffonier,  in  confequence 
©f  the  bad  fuccefs  of  other  remedies,  conje&ured,  that  the  method 
of  cure  was  to  be  changed,  and  therefore  recommended  to  his  pa- 
tient to  employ  cow’s  milk,  and  that  the  cow  fhould  be  fed  with 
bran  and  water,  and  nettles.  By  employing  the  milk  thus  prepa- 
red, the  patient  recovered.  Three  years  afterwards,  however,  he 
died,  in  confequence  of  a fungus  growing  to  the  bladder  • which, 
Le  Clerc  obferves,  by  no  means  is  an  obje&ion  to  the  medicinal  pro- 
perty of  this  milK,  as  we  know  that  upwards  of  twenty  patients  la- 
bouring under  hsemoptoe  have  been  reflored  by  means  of  the  fame 
remedy. 

We  End  a cafe  of  hemorrhage  occafioned  in  confequence  of 
fome  branch  of  the  vena  portae  being  burft  by  calculi,  inferted  in 
the  journal  de  Medecine  for  July  1782. 

200.  But  if  relaxation  and  atony  occafion  the 
complaint,  or  follow  the  haematuria,  likewife  a- 
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ftringents  ought  to  be  employed  ; as  the  juice 
of  plantain,  and  of  the  urtica , not  of  the  fling- 
ing kind  ; decoctions  of  the  greater  comfrey, 
milfoil,  adding  troches  of  carabe , or  thofe  of 
Gordon,  which  are  particularly  recommended 
by  Haller  and  Duretus  ; catechu  earth  ; Arme- 
nian bole  ; fungus  melitenfis ; and  other  remedies, 
cf  which  mention  was  made  when  I fpoke  con- 
cerning hemorrhage  of  other  parts.  Nor  are  vul- 
nerary remedies,  and  thofe  poffeffing  a gently 
balfamic  property,  improper,  if  the  blood  be  dif- 
charged  from  an  ulcer  or  abfcefs.  Likewife  cold 
and  gently  aftringent  applications  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed externally. 

201.  In  hemorrhage  of  the  penis,  if  it  be  tru- 
ly fuch,  we  ought  to  employ  compreffion,  the 
affufion  of  cold  water,  and  gentle  aftringent  in- 
jections, as  the  aqua  vulneraria , or  the  aqua  Ra~ 
belli , or  that  of  plantain,  with  faccharum  faturni, 
or  crude  alum  *,  or  the  decoction  of  bark,  and 
the  like  ; unlefs  fcantinefs  of  the  blood  and  a pe- 
riodical difcharge  of  it  unattended  with  danger, 
render  all  treatment  fuperfluous.  In  thefe  affec- 
tions, reft,  and  the  ftridleft  attention  to  the  diet, 
ought  to  be  enjoined,  by  way  cf  prophylaxis. 
Motion,  exercife,  and  venery,  muft  be  carefully 
avoided.  Pottage  of  barley  and  rice,  and  the 
foup  or  flefli  of  river-crabs,  are  recommended ; 
as  alfo  medicated  waters  in  the  fu miner- time. 

* See  in  Vol.  II.  Par.  171.  in  the  note,  the  formulae  of  the 
f»rnm  hells  c iluminofum , and  the  fpecific  of  Helvetius,  as  well  as  the 
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remarks  which  the  author  makes  in  the  following  note,  concerning 
the  nature  and  power  of  acids.  [Germ.  Editor .] 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

CONCERNING  DIABETES. 

202.  From  hsematuria  we  proceed  to  the  ex- 
ceffive  difeharge  of  urine,  not  a difeharge  of  u- 
rine  of  any  kind,  (for  frequently  during  the  refo- 
lution  of  dropfy  or  acute  difeafes,  or  after  the 
perfpiration  has  been  checked,  and  after  hypo- 
chondriacal and  hyfterical  fpafms,  it  is  difeharged 
in  great  quantity  with  impunity),  but  that  kind 
which  reduces  the  ftrength,  exhaufts  the  body, 
and  diflreffes  the  patient  with  unquenchable 
third:  *.  This  difeafe  in  Greek  is  named  diabetes. 
In  this  complaint,  the  urine  is  either  paffed  more 
copioufly  than  the  quantity  of  drink  taken,  or  of 
ferurn  in  the  blood,  would  require,  and  it  is  dif- 
eharged without  pain ; or  it  refembles  in  ta fte, 
fmel!,  and  colour,  the  drink  which  is  taken, 
little  or  nothing  changed  ; or  it  is  very  fimilar  to 
the  chyle  itfelf.  Hence,  in  foine  patients  it  is 
watery  and  crude  ; in  others  pale,  turbid,  or 
thick  ; fometimes  fweet,  as  if  impregnated  with 
honey  ; fometimes  it  is  white  and  inodorous  ; 
and  fometimes  it  is  paffed  with  a fmell  like  that 
of  violets. 

* That  urine  which  is  difeharged  in  unufual  quantity,  In  cotji- 
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fcquence  of  die  ahforption  of  the  humidity  of  the  atmofphere,  as  60 
cafioning  no  injury,  is  evidently  to  be  excluded  from  this  place. 

f When  urine  in  tafte  and  fmell  refembles  honey  or  fugar,  ac- 
cording to  forrie  authors,  it  conflitutes  the  genuine  diabetes  5 and  it 
js  named  by  Sauvages,  on  account  of  being  familiar  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Britain,  Diabetes  Anglica.  See  Targioni  Opufcoli  jifico *» 
me  diet,  T.  ii.  p.  53. 

203.  Thefe  various  difeharges  of  urine  are 
generally  comprehended  under  one  name.  But 
it  is  better,  with  Ettmuller,  to  divide  them  into 
various  fpecies,  namely,  into  the  diabetes  vera ; 
into  the  noth  a or  fpuria;  and  into  the  chylofa 
The  true  fpecies  is  the  fpeedy  tranfmiflion  by  u- 
aine  of  the  drink  little  or  nothing  changed  ; for 
diabetes  is  derived  from  A/a fignifying  cito 
tranfeo . The  bajlard , or  fpurious , fpecies,  is  that 
in  which  more  urine  is  voided,  than  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  fluids  taken.  In  this  fpe- 
cies there  feems  to  be  prefent  a colliquation  of 
almoft  the  whole  blood.  Laftly,  in  the  third  fpe- 
cies, chyle  is  paflfed  along  with  the  urine,  or  in 
place  of  it.  In  the  frf  fpecies,  therefore,  the 
crudity , rather  than  the  quantity  ; in  the  fecondy 
the  excellive  quantity,  claim  our  confideration. 
Between  thefe  an  intermediate  degree,  as  it  were, 
is  conftituted  by  that  fpecies  which  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  peculiar  quality  of  the  urine,  and  the 
chylous  juice. 

* Bary  divides  diabetes  into  four  fpecies.  The  firjl  he  com- 
pares with  diarrhoea,  and  fays  that  in  it  the  chyle  panes  unchanged 
by  the  kidneys.  He  derives  the  feccnd  from  dilatation  of  the  tubuh 
uriniferi , in  comequence  of  fome  of  them  being  comprelfed  by  calcu- 
li, thus  giving  rife  to  the  dilatation  of  others*  The  third  he  derives 
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from  colliquation  of  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  depravation  oi 
the  bile.  His  fourth  is  the  nervous  and  convufive  fpecies.  1 reel- 
tife  on  the  three  different  digtjlions , Sic.  Lond.  I759>  ^e<^*  ***•  c-1*  3* 

204.  The  caufe  of  the  difeafe  cannot  be  uni- 
form. Sometimes  debility  of  the  liver  and  chylo* 
poietic  vifcera ; fometimes  a ferous  colliquation 
of  the  blood  ; fometimes  laxity  and  atony  of  the 
kidneys;  and  fometimes  fevera!  of  thefe  concur 
together.  But  the  remote  caufes  are,  watery 
warm  drink,  in  too  great  quantity  and  too  long 
continued  ; the  abufe  of  wine  ; drinking  too  much 
of  the  water  of  hot  fprings,  efpecially  that  which 
is  very  diuretic  ; the  more  powerful  diuretics  * ; 
the  long-continued  employment  of  mercurial  and 
refolving  remedies ; acrid  and  diffolving  poifons  ; 
too  active  or  indolent  a life  ; immoderate  venery ; 
moift  Hates  of  the  air  ; cooling  of  the  body  ; dif- 
eafes  of  the  kidneys,  as  nephritic  pains,  ablcefles, 
and  calculi  ; great  irritation  of  the  nerves,  ac- 
cording to  Whytt  f , as  in  dentition,  obftrudion 
of  the  liver  and  fpleen,  preceding  acute  or 
chronic  difeafes ; the  bite  of  the  dypfas  |j  ; to 
which  others  § add  a colluvies  of  the  primae  vise  ; 
bad  digeftion,  and  other  fimilar  caufes  ; but  in 
thefe  cafes  the  diabetes  is  fympathetic. 

* According  to  Hildanus,  "Willis,  and  Lifter. 

f See  Tiflbt  Epl/l,  var.  cirgum, 

% Meade,  in  perfons  who  bad  died  of  diabetes,  always  found 
that  the  liver  aflumed  fomewhat  of  a ftcatomatous  appearance  y 
44  becaufe  the  thicker  and  oily  parts  which  are  lefs  fubdued  in  cold 
bodies  are  fixed  in  the  liver.,,  De  viper.  p.  117. 

§ Aretaeus,  in  conference  of  the  bite  of  the  fpecies  of  ferpcnt 
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named  dypfas , obferved  a diabetes  arife,  as  is  mentioned  by  Aetius, 
tetrab.  iv.  ferm.  i.  cap.  22.  Aulus  Tufcus,  one  of  the  foldiers  of 
Dato,  in  Africa,  as  we  are  informed  by  Lucan,  died  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  bite  of  this  ferpent.  It  is  a ferpent  like  a viper. 
This  difeafe  is  named  dipfanon,  (a  orj/is,  Jitis ),  on  account  of  its 
occafioning  thirft.  See  Paul,  ud eginct . lib.  iii.  and  Bornar.  diction . 
de  chymie , Sec. 

§ M.  Baume  Lettre  a V auteur  du  'Journal . See  vol.  lvii.  of  the 
Journ.  de  Medicine  de  Paris. 

' i, 
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DIAGNOSIS . 

205.  Ill  whatever  manner  diabetes  attacks  a 
perfon,  the  nourifhment  is  withdrawn  from  the 
body  ; hence  great  emaciation,  third,  fometimes 
hedtic  fever,  and  drynefs  of  the  internal  parts  fol- 
low. Moreover,  the  loins  and  haunches  are 
frequently  pained  ; the  vifcera  are  affedted  with 
heat ; the  faliva  is  frequently  fpit  out ; in  fome 
inftances  the  tefticles  and  fat  become  /lightly 
fwelled  ; or  fome  patients  frequently  even  fall 
into  peripneumony  or  difficult  deglutition,  in 
confeqtience  of  which  they  are  at  length  cut  off. 

* Locke  (as  Cocchi  relates,  Bagni  de  Pifay  1.  271.)  faw  feven 
patients  labouring  under  diabetes,  who,  after  two  or  three  years, 
died  of  peripneumony,  and  fpit  up  blood  one  or  two  days  before 
their  death.  I myfelf  faw  the  fame  thing  in  a patient  of  my  own. 

PROGNOSIS  AND  CURE. 

206.  The  complaint,  when  it  is  flight  in  de- 
gree, is  frequently  curable ; but  when  it  has  at- 
tained a height,  it  fcarcely  yields  to  any  reme- 
dies, efpecially  when  it  takes  place  in  debilitated 
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and  cacheClic  habits,  in  old  people,  and  fuch  as 
have  indulged  in  venery  to  excefs.  It  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  when  it  takes  place  in  ardent 
or  malignant  fevers  before  the  crifis.  The  treat- 
ment muft  be  accommodated  to  the  cauies  oi  the 
complaint.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  periormed  by 
correctives,  and  fuch  remedies  as  reftore  to  the 
blood  its  proper  crafis,  and  ftrength  to  the  folids, 
and  chiefly  to  rhe  kidneys.  Hence  all  incrailants, 
as  the  ferwn  la&is  aluminofum  *,  cow’s  milk  f, 
boiled  with  the  water  of  plantain,  or  with  the 
philonium ; calf-feet  jelly,  or  that  of  fheep  ; the 
foup  of  frogs ; the  cream  of  rice,  barley,  or  oats  ; 
farinaceous  pottage  of  fago,  of  faleb-root,  and  or- 
chis ; emulfions  of  cold  feeds,  and  fweet  almonds; 
gum-arabic  and  gum-tragacanth  ; and  anodynes  of 
nymph  & a,  purflane,  and  white  poppy,  are  to  be  em- 
ployed. Tothefe  muft  be  added  the  aftringents  and 
ftrengthening  remedies;  but  efpecialiy  chalybeates, 
tinCture  of  bark,  of  carrots,  old  conferve  of  rofes, 
of  quinces,  of  forbi,  and  the  like.  What  has  been 
aflerted  concerning  tindure  of  cantharides  in  the 
cure  of  diabetes  f,  fcarce  deferves  credit.  In  the 
diabetes  occafioned  by  diuretics,  Vogel  recom- 
mends frequently  giving  rhubarb,  conjoined  with 
foluble  tartar,  to  the  extent  of  half  a dram. 
Meade,  and  other  Englifh  writers,  recommend 
the  Briftol  water,  which  is  very  like  lime-water  t. 
Willis  even  recommends  lime-water  itfelf  |j,  to 
which  Macbride  propofes  adding  a portion  of  oak- 
bark  §.  Baglivi  praifes  the  pills  of  catechu  ^ ; 
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others  the  chalybeate  waters.  Cocchl  prefers  the 
acidulous  waters  with  a milk-diet  ; as  alfo  ice- 
cold  water  **.  It  is  likewife  not  improper  to 
employ  external  aftringents,  to  be  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  kidneys  ff.  From  this  it  appears 
what  the  nature  of  the  diet  and  regimen  ought  to 
be.  The  drink  ought  to  be  prepared  with  fteel, 
and  ftrong  wine  may  be  employed. 

* Meade,  cap.  ix.  fe£L  ii.  Monit.  et  pracebi.  mcd.  It  is  made 
by  means  of  three  drams  of  pulverifed  alum,  thrown  into  four 
pounds  of  milk,  gradually  boiled,  .It  is  taken  to  the  extent  of 
four  ounces,  three  times  a-day.  Brilban,  however,  affcrts  that 
he  found  both  the  ferum  aluminofum  and  the  peruvian  bark,  as  well 
as  other  aftringents,  prove  fruitlefs.  But  lie  found  emulftons  of 
fweet  almonds  with  gum-arabic  ferviceable.  Sele3  cafes  In  the  prac~ 
i ice  of  medicine,  &c.  London,  1772. 

f I have  thought  proper  to  transfer  to  this  place  the  hiftory  of 
a fpurious  diabetes  treated  by  the  author,  and  which  we  have  ex- 
tracted from  his  Italian  Journal  for  the  year  1782,  not  only  that 
the  utility  of  the  milk-diet  may  appear,  but  likewife  that  it  may  be 
feen,  that  in  this  difeafe  bleeding  is  allowable  and  advantageous. 
The  hiftory  is  as  follows : 

“ In  the  month  of  May  of  this  year  (1782),  I wras  called  to  an 
old  man  of  feventy,  of  a large,  fanguine,  and  bilious  habit,  who, 
after  having  fcarce  recovered  from  an  attack  of  hemiplegia,  being 
leized  with  fpurious  diabetes,  voided  his  urine  in  fuch  quantity  as  to 
exceed  160  or  170  ounces  daily,  though  his  drink  did  not  equal  the 
third  of  that  quantity.  His  urine  was  natural  and  tranfparent.  But 
two  months  ago  all  remedies  had  been  employed  to  no  purpofe.  I, 
therefore,  immediately  diredled  him  to  take,  at  different  intervals, 
rhubarb  conjoined  with  the  pulp  of  tamarinds,  to  purge  him,  and 
that  blood  lliould  be  drawn  from  the  foot,  becaufe  he  had  begun  to 
be  attacked  with  aberrations  of  judgement,  approaching  to  mad- 
nefs,  and  the  pulfe  was  fufficiently  ftrong  and  hard.  I then  pre- 
feribed  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  milk  longer,  adding  the  tinfture 
of  bark.  By  thefe  means  the  diabetes  was  very  gradually  diminilh  - 
td  3 and,  at  the  expiry  cf  a month,  during  which  he  employed 
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thcfe  remedies,  lie  intirely  recovered,  and  went  abroad.  With  re- 
fpe6l  to  blood-letting  in  diabetes,  I would  obferve,  that  not  long 
ago  I attended  a perfon  labouring  under  the  fame  difeafe,  who  had 
alfo  been  long  fubje£t  to  fuppurations  of  the  bladder,  and  probably 
alfo  of  the  kidneys,  in  whom  I ordered  bleeding  feveral  times, 
whenever  he  was  feized  with  fever,  and  a difficulty  of  breathing 
nearly  as  great  as  in  peripneumony  5 and  it  was  always  attended 
with  the  greateft  advantage.  The  blood  appeared  covered  with 
the  buffy  coat,  and  correfponded  exa&ly  with  the  hard  and  ftrong 
jrulfe.” 

f Morgagni  recommends  the  tinflure  of  cantharides,  which  is 
compofed  of  half  an  ounce  of  the  infufion  of  cantharides  in  a pound 
of  the  elixir  of  vitriol.  The  dofe  is  from  15  to  30  or  40  drops 
twice  or  thrice  in  a day,  drinking  over  it  the  Briftol  water.  Brif- 
ban,  alfo,  recommends  the  fame  tin&ure,  becaufe  he  fuppofes  that 
diabetes  arifes  from  paralyfis  of  the  renal  nerves. 

4;  De  viper,  p.  118.  ||  Cap.  De  dlabete . § A metho- 

dical introduction  to  the  theory  and  practice  of  phyfic , Lond.  1772. 

Tiffot  recommends  rubbing  the  whole  body  with  oil,  accom- 
panying this  with  the  internal  employment  of  ftrengthening  reme- 
dies, and  efpecially  of  rhubarb  •,  for  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  in- 
creafed  cuticular  difcharge,  which  is  proved  to  be  exceffive  by  the 
obfervations  of  feveral  authors,  and  efpecially  of  Melz  and  Krat- 
zenftein,  Epljl.  var . p.  141.  where  he  likewife  adds,  “ That 

cantharides  applied  to  the  Ikin  increafe  exhalation,  and  dimirtiffi  in- 
halation ) that  they  produce  revulfion,  and  reflore  the  function  of 
the  fkin.”  Are  they  calculated,  therefore,  for  diabetes  ? 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

OF  INCONTINENCE  AND  SUPPRESSION  OF  URINE. 

207.  When  the  urine  is  difeharged  by  a per- 
fon unconfcioufly,  and  without  any  ftimulus,  the 
VoL,  Vo  P p 
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difeafe  Is  named  incontinence  of  urine , or  the  tnu~ 
refis  of  Sauvages,  which  may  be  defined  to  be  an 
involuntary  difeharge  of  urine . It  occurs  princi- 
pally in  children  during  fleep ; for  their  animal 
powers  being  then  lulled,  either  the  fphinCter  is 
refolved  ; or,  being  invited  by  the  ufual  ftimulus 
to  make  water,  as  when  awake,  they  difeharge 
their  urine  unconfcioufly.  It  is  likewife  a difeafe 
of  frequent  occurrence  in  paralytic,  epileptic,  de- 
lirious, and  apoplectic  perfons,  and  often  takes 
place  immediately  before  death.  Likewife  old 
perfons,  thofe  labouring  under  hernia,  pregnant 
and  puerperal  women,  perfons  labouring  under 
fiftula,  or  calculus  of  the  bladder ; fuch  as  have 
fuffered  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  or  luxation 
of  the  vertebra,  and  are  affe&ed  with  other  mor- 
bid Hates  of  the  urinary  paflages,  are  liable  to  this 
difeafe.  Hence  the  enurefis  infantum , or  nochtrna  ; 

; paralytica ; fpaftica ; calculofa  ; primaria  ; fee  on- 
daria  ; idiopathica ; and  fymptomatica  proceed. 

208.  The  principal  caufe  is  either  too  great 
laxity  of  the  fphinCter  of  the  bladder  ; or  a relax- 
ation, or  a violent  and  fpafmodic  contraction  cf 
its  fibres,  which  the  refinance  of  the  fphincter 
cannot  fufficiently  oppofe.  The  remote  caufes 
may  be  eafily  colleCled  from  what  has  already 
been  Laid.  An  inflance  of  an  oppofite  affe&ion 
to  this  is  afforded  by  ifehuria , or  fupprejfion  of  the 
urine ; of  which  there  are  two  kinds,  namely,  the 
true  and  falfe . It  is  named  true , when  the  whole 
Urine  is  colleCled  and  retained  in  the  bladder, 
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without  any  of  it  palling  off ; but  fpurious , when 
the  bladder  is  empty,  and  no  urine  pafles  from 
the  kidneys  into  the  bladder,  either  becaufe  it  is 
not  fecreted  in  them,  or  if  it  be,  it  does  not  pro- 
ceed through  its  paffage  freely, 

209.  It  is  not  fecreted  in  the  kidneys,  or, 
when  fecreted,  it  does  not  pafs  down  into  the 
bladder,  firft  owing  to  a faulty  ftate  of  the  blood, 
in  its  being  too  thick  and  vifcid,  or  palling  too  co- 
pioufly  to  the  kidneys  ; or  in  its  paffing  through 
them  too  rapidly,  or  being  kept  off  by  them,  in  con- 
fequence  of  compreffion  of  the  emulgent  veffels, 
from  their  being  obftruded  by  an  aneuryfm  or 
polypus  ; and,  fecondly,  owing  to  a fault  of  the 
kidneys,  if  the  tiibuli  uriniferi  be  fpafmodically 
affeded,  or  labour  under  atony  and  paralyfis  ; or 
if  the  kidneys  be  in  a ftate  of  turgefcence,  on  ac- 
count of  the  return  of  the  blood,  by  the  emulgent 
veins  being  obftruded,  or  if  they  be  compreffed 
externally  by  fat,  by  faeces  in  the  colon,  by  hy- 
dropic water,  or  any  other  caufe,  and  cannot 
perform  their  function ; or  if  they  be  obftruded 
by  calculi,  by  fand,  by  vifcid  and  thick  humours, 
by  pus,  by  inflammation,  by  an  abfeefs,  by  a 
feirrhus,  or  other  kind  of  tumour,  Laftly,  the 
urine  will  not  be  able  to  pafs  down  to  the  blad- 
der, if  fimilar  morbid  ftates  affed  the  ureters,  oh- 
ftruding  the  paffage  of  the  urine,  and  efpecially 
if  their  extremities  at  the  mouths  have  become 
united, 
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210.  The  urine,  when  it  pafies  down  into  the 
bladder,  is  prevented  from  being  difcharged,  if  the 
irritability  or  nervous  power  of  the  latter  be  languid 
or  deficient,  as  happens  in  the  paralyfis  of  it ; 
if  the  other  comprefling  powers  do  not  affeCt  it, 
as  in  paralyfis,  or  too  great  laxity  of  the  abdomi- 
nal mufcles  ; if  the  bladder,  in  confequence  of 
immoderate  dilatation,  have  loft  its  elafticity  and 
tone ; if  it  fail  into  the  fcrotum,  as  happens 
fometimes  in  hernia  of  the  fcrotum,  or  cyftic  her- 
nia, which  Ruyfch  and  Stoll  * have  obferved  ; if 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  have  become  hard,  carti- 
laginous, or  wrinkled  f , as  happens  in  advanced 
age  ; if  the  inner  coat  of  the  bladder  form  a pro- 
lapfus  or  be  preternaturally  diftended  in  con- 
fequence of  varicofe  veffels  ; if  the  fphinCter  be- 
come fpafmodically  contracted,  and  do  not  yield  to 
the  powers  propelling  the  urine  ; if  the  urethra, 
either  at  the  beginning,  or  in  the  courfe  of  it,  be 
cbftru&ed  by  a calculus,  by  mucus,  by  gluten, 
by  thick  pus,  by  grumous  blood  ||,  or  by  other  fo-  j 
reign  bodies  ; or  if  it  be  ftraitened  or  fhut  by  in- 
flammation, by  a callus,  by  tumours,  by  fcirrhi,  by 
car unculae  and  fungous  excrefcences  growing  in  it,  or 
in  its  neighbourhood,  namely,  in  the  uterus,  vagina,  j 
inteftinum  re&um,  veficulce feminales , in  the  pro-  ! 
ftate  and  in  Cowper’s  glands,  in  the  perineum  §, 
in  the  fcrotum,  and  in  the  penis;  or  even  in 
confequence  of  thefe  parts  being  any  how  remark- 
ably fwelled.  To  all  of  which  we  may  add  j 
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wounds  of  the  kidneys,  of  the  ureters,  and  of  the 
bladder,  or  even  the  violent  burfting  of  thefe 
parts  If. 

* Befides  Ruyfch,  Stoll,  I fay,  obferved  that ; for  in  part  3. 
of  bis  Rat.  med.  p.  429.  be  mentions  an  inflance  of  fcrotal  hernia, 
in  which  the  bladder  of  urine  was  contained,  which  had  paffed 
down  between  the  re&i  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  which  were  fepa- 
rated  from  one  another  above  the  cjfa  pubis. 

f I myfelf  have  obferved  this  in  Jo.  Bapt.  Guidi,  a phyfician 
of  Fayence,  and  the  fame  thing  was  noticed  by  Portal  ( Mem . dc 
Facad.  de  Paris , &c.  ann.  1770.  1 77 1,  p.  236.)  j and  Gilchrift 
( Edinburgh  Phyfical  Effays.) 

J Bordenau  faw  a man’s  bladder  divided,  as  it  were,  into  two 
facs.  Of  thefe  one  was  a hernia  of  its  inner  coat , 11  retched  acrofs 
through  the  interllices  of  the  mufcular  one.  The  mufcular 
fibres  were  feparated  from  one  another.  The  mufcular  fibres  of 
the  bladder  are  only  longitudinal , there  are  no  llrong  circular 
and  tranfverfe  ones  binding  them  together  ) they  therefore  rea- 
dily feparate  from  one  another.  Hence  the  fpaces  into  wdiich 
the  inner  coats  infert  themfelves  are  chiefly  at  the  fides ; becaule 
there  the  bladder  is  not  fupported  by  any  thing,  as  before  and  be- 
hind. Hiji.acad.  fcier.t.  Paris , ann.  1775.  In  the  ffomach,  how- 
ever, although  hernicE  of  it  fometimes  happened,  as  I have  already 
{hewn  in  par.  52.  they  are  not  formed  by  the  inner  coat,  becaufe 
in  it  there  are  circular  fibres  difpofed  in  various  directions.  Pe- 
trioli  ( Corfo  anatom,  p.  92.)  has  an  obfervation  from  the  phyfician 
De  Rubeis,  concerning  a girl  who  had  laboured  for  feveral  days 
under  an  ifchuria  of  the  bladder,  all  remedies,  not  even  with  the 
exception  of  the  catheter,  having  been  employed  to  no  purpofe. 
Upon  the  third  day  of  her  treatment  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
became  fwelled,  and  was  affefted  wfith  fuch  excruciating  pain,  that 
{lie  feemed  to  be  threatened  with  inflant  death.  But  upon  the  fourth 
day,  on  trying  with  a great  effort  to  make  water,  the  paffed  by  the 
urethra  an  oblong  membrane,  flaccid  and  foft,  which  was  improper- 
ly taken, for  the  bladder  in  a flate  of  putrefaefion.  But  it  w^as  in 
fadt  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  feparated  from  the  ner- 
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vous  coat,  on  account  of  its  thicknefs,  and  paffed  intire,  as  it  is 
frequently  voided  by  calculous  patients  in  pieces.  The  young  wo- 
man afterwards  made  water  wfith  eafe,  and  recovered  her  perfect 
health.  Rohault,  alfo,  f Mem.  de  Facad.  de  Paris ),  faw  parts  of 
the  bladder  of  urine  ejedled  in  ifehuria  vefcalis . 

|[  Monf.  de  la  Perche  faw  and  cured  a cafe  of  ifehuria  veficalis , 
which  had  ari fen  from  clots  of  blood  adhering  to  the  bladder,  on  ac- 
count of  the  opening  of  varicofe  veflfels  in  its  neck.  He  extra&ed 
the  above-mentioned  blood  by  means  of  a fyringe,  to  which  he  had 
adapted  a fmall  clyfler,  furrounding  the  part  at  which  they  were 
united  with  wax,  and  he  employed  it  after  the  manner  of  a tube 
for  breathing.  He  did  the  fame  thing  alfo  in  another  fimilar  cafe. 
See  Hijl.  de  Faced.  roy.  de  med.  T.  ii.  p.  242.  and  244.  Haller,  in 
an  ifehuria  of  this  kind,  propofes  the  dividing  of  the  perinseum  as 
in  lithotomy. 

§ Piplet  the  younger  ( Mem . de  Facad.  roy . de  chirurg . T.  xi. 
p.  283.)  deferibes  a ftrangury  from  a hernia  of  the  bladder  in  the 
perinseum,  as  follows  : “ It  was  preceded  by  a contufion,  or  a great 
exertion  \ a pain  came  on  in  the  perinceum,  at  firft  acute,  but  after- 
wards obtufe  } the  making  of  water  wTas  difficult,  and  it  was  fcan- 
tily  voided  ; and  upon  the  perinsenm  being  prefled  by  the  hand,  the 
difeharge  of  urine  became  more  eafy.  If  the  body  was  bent  for- 
ward, there  appeared  in  the  perinseum  a foft,  round,'  or  oblong 
fwelling,  which  difappeared  upon  preffure  in  the  horizontal  pof- 
ture.  It  was  near  the  urethra,  and  a ffiert  way  from  the  anus. 
The  caufe  of  it  wras  the  feparation  of  the  fibres  of  the  mufcles  which 
raife  the  anus,  and  of  the  mufculus  tranfverfus,  which  ffiut  the  pel- 
vis below. 

During  a difficult  labour,  in  the  cafe  of  a woman  of  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age,  who  was  brought  to  bed  for  the  firlt  time,  the 
bladder  w7as  burft  towards  its  upper  part,  in  confequence  of  which 
a copious  effuficn  of  urine  within  the  abdomen  took  place.  She 
died  upon  the  ninth  day  after  delivery.  See  the  obfervations  and 
inquiries  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  vol.  iv.  p.  58.  A 
■cafe  of  fatal  inverfion  of  the  uterus,  with  rupture  of  the  bladder, 
may  be  found  in  Comment,  de  rcb.  in  feient . naturs  et  med . geft . Lip!, 
vol.  xviii.  P.  iii,  p,  dcp. 
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DIAGNOSIS . 

\ 

2 1 1,  The  ifchuria  notha , or  fpurious  ifchuriay 
Is  known  to  be  prefent,  if  the  bladder  be  not  rai- 
fed  up  into  a fwelling,  if  no  pain  be  perceived  a- 
bout  the  pubes,  and  no  weight  about  the  peri- 
neum, and  if,  on  introducing  the  catheter  into 
the  bladder,  no  urine  be  found.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  true  fpecies  of  the  complaint,  there 
is  an  uneafy  fenfe  of  weight,  pain,  and  ftretching 
about  the  loins,  or  fymptoms  of  the  kidneys  and 
ureters  being  affe&ed  betray  thcmfelves ; fre- 
quently, alfo,  in  confcquence  of  the  retention  or 
regurgitation  of  the  urinous  ferum,  to  thefe  fymp- 
toms are  added,  ftraitening  and  anxiety  of  the 
precordia  ; torpor,  and  extreme  drowfinefs  ; fe- 
tid breath ; an  urinous  fmell  in  the  fweat ; a 
fwelling  of  the  body  and  face,  as  in  anafarca ; 
and  many  other  fevere  fymptoms  which  accele- 
rate the  patient’s  death. 

PROGNOSIS. 

212.  Incontinence  of  urine , according  to  the  va- 
riety of  its  caufes,  is  attended  with  more  or  lefs 
difficulty.  That  which  in  children  is  called  noc- 
turnal % in  procefs  of  time,  for  the  mod  part,  goes 
off  of  its  own  accord.  In  adults  and  old  people 
it  is  feldom  curable  ; at  any  rate,  it  proves  of 
iong  continuance  and  cbftinate.  But  the  ifchuria 
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to  occafions  greater  trouble  and  danger  than 
the  fpuriay  principally  on  account  of  the  danger 
of  inflammation  ; nor  does  it  ceafe  until  the  cau- 
fes  be  removed.  The  fecondary  fpecies  is  remo- 
ved upon  curing  the  difeafe,  upon  which  it  de- 
pends, as  well  as  the  obftrudtions,  if  thefe  admit 
of  being  removed. 


THE  CURE . 

213.  Laxity,  atony,  and  paralyfis  of  the 
fphindler,  require  ftrengthening  and  flimulant  re- 
medies, fuch  as  peruvian  bark,  uva  urfi , virga  au- 
rea,  fteel,  turpentine,  amber,  maftich  ; wThile  it 
is  proper  to  apply  externally,  both  to  the  peri- 
neum, os  facrum,  and  lumbar  fpine,  the  etherial 
oil  of  turpentine,  of  amber,  and  ants;  the  antipa- 
ralytic balfam  of  Gherli ; the  dropping  of  medi- 
cated water  ; and  the  like.  Nor  mu  ft  the  affufion 
of  cold  water  be  negleCted.  Blifters,  as  every 
perfon  knows,  are  recommended  in  ail  kinds  of 
palfy,  efpecially  applied  to  the  origin  of  the 
nerves  which  go  to  the  part  affected.  On  which 
account,  as  when  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck 
in  palfy  of  the  fuperior  extremities,  they  are  pro- 
ductive of  the  greateft  fervice  ; fo,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  Dickfon  * fuppofes  that  in  paralyfis  of  the 
lower  extremities,  they  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  os  facrum  ; and  he  points  out  the  advantage 
of  this  remedy  in  incontinence  of  the  urine,  pro- 
ceeding from  paralyfis  of  the  fphindter,  in  feveral 
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cafes  which  he  adduces.  FothergUl  alfo  confirms 
the  fa£t  by  two  inftances  Hoffman  informs 
us,  that  children  and  old  people  labouring  under 
atony  derive  benefit  from  milfoil,  veronica, 
ground-ivy,  ft  raw- berries,  agrimony,  and  the 
bark  of  the  root  of  acacia.  When  children  make 
water  during  fleep  X>  they  ought  to  abftain  from 
drinking  in  the  evening,  or  at  leaft  to  ufe  it  very 
fparingly,  or  they  ought  to  be  occafionally  a- 
waked,  and  reminded  to  make  water.  If  fpafm 
of  the  bladder,  or  convulfive  affections  occafion 
the  incontinence,  anodynes  and  antifpafmodics 
are  the  moft  proper  remedies.  The  other  caufes 
are  removed  by  the  remedies  accommodated  to 
them. 

* Medical  obfervations  and  inquiries , by  a fociety , vol.  ii.  p.  31  i. 
vol.  iii.  p.  102.  f Ibid.  p.  138. 

X Leger  of  Paris  cured  a no&urnal  incontinence  of  urine  in  the 
cafe  of  three  girls,  of  thirteen,  fifteen,  and  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
in  the  following  manner  : Rec.  pulv.  cantharid.  gr.  vi.  extrad.  lorag, 
drachm,  ij.  mijce  probe  et  divide  in  partes  a quake  man.  xxiv.  Detur  una 
dojis  Jingulis  nodibus.  In  the  young  woman  of  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  the  remedy  was  continued  for  feventy  days,  and  the  dofe  of 
cantharides  was  occafionally  incieafed.  If  any  ardor  urinae  be  ex- 
perienced during  the  employment  of  this  remedy,  a decoflion  of  lin- 
feed  is  recommended.  Sec  the  Jfourn.  de  mcd.  January,  1781, 
p.  72. 

2 14.  In  the  ifehuria  vera , fometimes  emollients, 
the  fteam  of  hot  water  and  femicupium  ; fome- 
times opening  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  injections, 
and  gentle  laxatives  ; fometimes  ftimulants,  and 
ftrengthening  and  antifpafmodic  remedies;  fome- 
times dilating  bougies,  inducing  fuppuration,  and 
Vol,  V.  Qj] 
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gently  cleanfing,  according  to  the  variety  of  the 
caufes,  are  the  moft  proper  remedies.  But  the 
chief  is,  the  frequent  extra&ion  of  the  urine  by 
means  of  a catheter,  a practice  which  ought  to 
be  continued  for  a length  of  time.  If  the  cathe- 
ter cannot  be  introduced  into  the  bladder  at  all,  a 
paffage  mull  be  procured  for  the  urine  from  the 
perinaeum,  or  from  the  redtum,  (which  is  fafer), 
by  introducing  a trocar.  But  diuretic  and  acrid 
things  muft  be  avoided  *.  Tode  removed  an  if- 
churia  veficalis , occafioned  by  retaining  the  urine 
too  long,  by  anointing  the  perinseum  and  hypo- 
gaftrium  with  the  boiled  oil  of  chamomile,  with 
which  fome  of  the  diftilled  oil  of  the  fame  had 
been  mixed.  It  was  followed  by  incontinence 
of  urine,  or  the  enurefis  of  Sauvages,  which  was 
removed  by  the  affufion  of  cold  water  f . Ifchu- 
ria  frequently  arifes  from  laxity  and  atony  of  the 
bladder  itfelf,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  overcome  by 
the  refinance  of  the  fphindler.  Mackenzie,  in  a 
cafe  of  this  kind,  in  which  bleeding,  clyfters,  fe- 
micupium,  and  other  emollient  remedies,  had  been 
employed  to  no  purpofe,  had  rccourfe  to  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark  with  the  beft  effedl  In  the  fpu- 
rious  fpecies  again,  nearly  the  fame  remedies  as  in 
the  genuine  are  recommended,  except  the  em- 
ployment of  the  catheter,  which,  as  appears,  is 
fuperfluous.  Likewife  fuch  remedies  as  gently 
excite  a flow  of  urine,  relax  and  open  the  pafTa-* 
ges,  and  attenuate  the  thick  humours,  may  be 
emDlovcdo 
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■'*  See  par.  284.  Vol.  iii.  where  the  author  mentions,  that  diu- 
retics may  be  of  fervice  only  in  the  fpurious  ijchurla , in  which  the 
urine  is  deficient,  on  account  of  its  not  being  fecreted  in  the  kid- 
neys \ as  here  alfo,  towards  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  he  has  hinted. 
[Germ.  Edit.~] . f Collect,  foe.  med.  Hauniens,  vol.  i.  p.  219. 

In  the  Italian  Journal  of  our  author  for  the  year  1784,  at 
the  end  of  it,  we  find  the  following  obfervation.  [Germ.  Editd\ 
“ In  the  month  of  Auguft,  Count  Salazzar,  the  father,  laboured 
under  an  ifehuria  'veficaTis . The  cure  wras  performed  by  bleeding, 
clyfters,  fomentations,  femicupium,  peruvian  bark,  by  the  frequent 
extraction  of  the  urine,  and  by  fimple  diluent  anodynes.  After  fif- 
teen days  had  elapfed,  fome  fuppuration  took  place  \ for,  on  a quan- 
tity of  pus  being  difeharged,  the  urine  w’as  voided  freely.  The 
caufe  of  the  complaint  appeared  to  me  to  confift  in  a tubercle  grow- 
ing in  the  neck  of  the  bladder.” 

t Ed'tn-  Pbfdfoy J758>  P-  8l-  Jo-  Bap.  Videmari,  of 
Milan,  in  his  work  entitled,  De  rariori  quadam  ifehuria  fpscie . 


J.  Viliam  id  Sons,  Printers , Edinburgh. 
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